
Abstract

The  theme  of  my  thesis  is  Conformity  and  Authority,  social

psychology of Nazism. The purpose of my thesis is to analyse human

behaviour  during  the  Nazi  period,  in  particular  human  tendency  to

conformity behaviour and obedience to the authority.

I have two main reasons to choose this concrete topic for my thesis.

First of all I am psychologist  and it is quite interesting for me to explore

theme both  from law and  psychological  point  of  view.  Secondly,  my

great – grandfather was member of resistance during The Second World

War.  He was executed in concentration camp in 1942. Because of his

choice I was personally interested in exploring nonconformal behaviour

or heroism.

The thesis is divided into ten chapters including The Introduction and

The  Conclusion.  Chapter  one  is  The  Introduction  and  defines  basic

questions which I would like to answer in my thesis. I also present the

structure of whole thesis there.

The  second  chapter  concentrates  on  my  family  story  I  mentioned

before.  I  provide  there  more  details  about  the  story  of  my  great-

grandfather and consequences of his resolution for my family.

Chapter  three  is  devoted  to  Nazism  and  is  subdivided  into  four

subchapters - Definition, Leader, Rising of Nazism and Antisemitism.

In chapter four I concentrate on Conformism. The aim of this chapter

is to define this phenomenon and to explain the principles of its function.

The authority is theme of the fifth chapter with emphesis on authority

of Adolf Hitler, on the way the Nazis worked with it.

Chapter  six  is  dedicated to  law,  especially to  the Nazism law.  The

chapter is subdivided into two subchapters. First of them describes it´s



functioning,  the  second  subchapter  is  more  about  the  relationship

between equality, morality and law.

How  much  and  in  which  way  did  conformism  influence  the

Nuremberg  trial?  In  chapter  seven I  provide  answer to  this  particular

question.

My family story is theme of chapter eight. I try to describe the process

of my ideas and reflections to this theme during writing this thesis.

Before the conclusion I address our current situation, try to find the

conclusions we can learn from history to not to make the same mistake

again.

The conclusion is that we as a humankind  are not capable avoiding

conformity and blind obedience to authority, but we should try to do that.
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