This thesis is focused on the Moroccan people, known as the Rif Berbers.

Berbers were Morocco's first inhabitants, they are spread over the country, from the
Rif mountains in the north to the Atlas mountains and the desert in the south.
Berbers are still the majority today, accounting for about 60 percent of Morocco's 30
million citizens. But they are treated like a minority by the members of the dominant
Arab culture. The interdisciplinary study explores some aspects of the way of life of
the Rif Berbers and uniqueness of their culture, which is mostly threatened by
poverty. Chapter 10 examines also the cannabis cultivation in the Rif region. Apart
from my bibliographical research,

I also conducted some additional interviews and observations for my thesis
(September 2004 — January 2008).



