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WALLACE: Good evening from the Health Education Campus of Case Western 

Reserve University and the Cleveland Clinic. I’m Chris Wallace of Fox News and I 

welcome you to the first of the 2020 presidential debates between President Donald J. 

Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden. This debate is sponsored by the 

Commission on Presidential Debates. The Commission has designed the format, six 

roughly 15-minute segments with two-minute answers from each candidate to the first 

question, then open discussion for the rest of each segment. Both campaigns have 

agreed to these rules. For the record, I decided the topics and the questions in each 

topic. I can assure you none of the questions has been shared with the Commission or 

the two candidates. 

This debate is being conducted under health and safety protocols designed by the 

Cleveland Clinic, which is serving as the health security advisor to the Commission for 

all four debates. As a precaution, both campaigns have agreed the candidates will not 

shake hands at the beginning of tonight’s debate. The audience here in the hall has 

promised to remain silent. No cheers, no boos, or other interruptions so we, and more 

importantly you, can focus on what the candidates have to say. No noise except right 

now, as we welcome the Republican nominee, President Trump, and the Democratic 

nominee Vice President Biden. 

BIDEN: How you doing, man? 

TRUMP: How are you doing? 

BIDEN: I’m well. 

WALLACE: Gentlemen, a lot of people have been waiting for this night, so let’s get 

going. Our first subject is the Supreme Court. President Trump, you nominated Amy 

Coney Barrett over the weekend to succeed the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the Court. 

You say the Constitution is clear about your obligation and the Senate’s to consider a 

nominee to the Court. Vice President Biden, you say that this is an effort by the 

President and Republicans to jam through on an appointment in what you call an abuse 



of power. My first question to both of you tonight, why are you right in the argument 

you make and your opponent wrong? And where do you think a Justice Barrett would 

take the court? President Trump, in this first segment, you go first. Two minutes. 

TRUMP: Thank you very much, Chris. I will tell you very simply. We won the 

election. Elections have consequences. We have the Senate, we have the White House, 

and we have a phenomenal nominee respected by all. Top, top academic, good in every 

way. Good in every way. In fact, some of her biggest endorsers are very liberal people 

from Notre Dame and other places. So I think she’s going to be fantastic. We have 

plenty of time. Even if we did it after the election itself. I have a lot of time after the 

election, as you know. So I think that she will be outstanding. She’s going to be as good 

as anybody that has served on that court. We really feel that. We have a professor at 

Notre Dame, highly respected by all, said she’s the single greatest student he’s ever had. 

He’s been a professor for a long time at a great school. 

And we won the election and therefore we have the right to choose her, and very few 

people knowingly would say otherwise. And by the way, the Democrats, they wouldn’t 

even think about not doing it. The only difference is they’d try and do it faster. There’s 

no way they would give it up. They had Merrick Garland, but the problem is they didn’t 

have the election so they were stopped. And probably that would happen in reverse, 

also. Definitely would happen in reverse. So we won the election and we have the right 

to do it, Chris. 

WALLACE: President Trump, thank you. Same question to you, Vice President Biden. 

You have two minutes. 

BIDEN: Well, first of all, thank you for doing this and looking forward to this, Mr. 

President. 

TRUMP: Thank you, Joe. 

BIDEN: The American people have a right to have a say in who the Supreme Court 

nominee is and that say occurs when they vote for United States Senators and when they 

vote for the President of United States. They’re not going to get that chance now 

because we’re in the middle of an election already. The election has already started. 

Tens of thousands of people already voted and so the thing that should happen is we 

should wait. We should wait and see what the outcome of this election is because that’s 

the only way the American people get to express their view is by who they elect as 

President and who they elect as Vice President.  

Now, what’s at stake here is the President’s made it clear, he wants to get rid of the 

Affordable Care Act. He’s been running on that, he ran on that and he’s been governing 

on that. He’s in the Supreme Court right now trying to get rid of the Affordable Care 

Act, which will strip 20 million people from having health insurance now, if it goes into 

court. And the justice, I’m not opposed to the justice, she seems like a very fine person. 

But she’s written, before she went in the bench, which is her right, that she thinks that 

the Affordable Care Act is not Constitutional. The other thing that’s on the court, and if 

it’s struck down, what happens? Women’s rights are fundamentally changed. Once 

again, a woman could pay more money because she has a pre-existing condition of 



pregnancy. They’re able to charge women more for the same exact procedure a man 

gets. 

And that ended when we, in fact, passed the Affordable Care Act, and there’s a hundred 

million people who have pre-existing conditions and they’ll be taken away as well. 

Those pre-existing conditions, insurance companies are going to love this. And so it’s 

just not appropriate to do this before this election. If he wins the election and the Senate 

is Republican, then he goes forward. If not, we should wait until February. 

TRUMP: There aren’t a hundred million people with pre-existing conditions. As far as 

a say is concerned, the people already had their say. Okay, Justice Ginsburg said very 

powerfully, very strongly, at some point 10 years ago or so, she said a President and the 

Senate is elected for a period of time, but a President is elected for four years. We’re not 

elected for three years. I’m not elected for three years. So we have the Senate, we have a 

President-  

BIDEN: He’s elected to the next election. 

TRUMP: During that period of time, during that period of time, we have an opening. 

I’m not elected for three years. I’m elected for four years. Joe, the hundred million 

people is totally wrong. I don’t know where you got that number. The bigger problem 

that you have is that you’re going to extinguish 180 million people with their private 

health care, that they’re very happy with. 

BIDEN: That’s simply not true. 

TRUMP: Well, you’re certainly going to socialist. You’re going to socialist medicine- 

WALLACE: Gentlemen, we’re now into open discussion. 
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TRUMP: The families that we’re talking about are employed heavily and they are 

making a lot of money, more money than they’ve ever made. LID If you look at the 

kind of numbers that we produce for Hispanic, or Black, or Asian, it’s nine times 

greater, the percentage gain than it was under TOPOI ČÍSEL, INGROUP — in three 

years — than it was under eight years of the two of them, to put it nicely. Nine times 

more. Now, somebody lives — I have not heard the numbers or the statistics that you’re 

saying — but they’re making a tremendous amount of money. Economically, we saved 

it. And I saved it again a number of months ago when oil was crashing because of the 

pandemic. We saved it. We got — say what you want of that relationship, we got Saudi 

Arabia, Mexico and Russia to cut back, way back. We saved our oil industry 

EKONOMIKA and now it’s very vibrant and everybody has very inexpensive gasoline. 

Remember that. 

WELKER: Vice President Biden, your response and then we’re going to have a final 

question for both of you. 



BIDEN: My response is that those people live on what they call ‘fence lines’. He 

doesn’t understand this. They live near chemical plants that, in fact, pollute. Chemical 

plants and oil plants and refineries that pollute. I used to live near that when I was 

growing up in Claymont, Delaware. And all the more oil refineries in Marcus Hook and 

the Delaware River than there is any place, including in Houston at the time. When my 

mom would get in the car when there were first frost to drive me to school, turned on 

the windshield wipers there’d be oil slick in the window. That’s why so many people in 

my state were dying and getting cancer. The fact is those frontline communities, it 

doesn’t matter what you’re paying them. LID It matters how you keep them safe. What 

do you do? And you impose restrictions on the pollutions, on the pollutants coming out 

of those fence line communities. 

WELKER: OK, I have one final question — 

TRUMP: Would he close down the oil industry — would you close down the oil 

industry? 

BIDEN: I would transition from the oil industry, yes. 

TRUMP: Oh, transition. That’s a big statement. 

BIDEN: It is a big statement because I would stop — 

WELKER: Why would you do that? 

BIDEN: Because the oil industry pollutes, significantly — but here’s the deal — 

TRUMP: I see. That’s a big statement. 

BIDEN: Well, if you let me finish the statement, because it has to be replaced by 

renewable energy over time. Over time. And I’d stop giving to the oil industry — I’d 

stop giving them federal subsidies. You won’t give federal subsidies to the gas and, 

excuse me, to solar and wind. Why are we giving it to oil industry? 

TRUMP: We actually do give it to solar and wind– 

WELKER: Alright, we have one final question — 

TRUMP: And that’s maybe the biggest statement in terms of business, that’s the 

biggest statement. 

WELKER: Okay, we have one final question. Mr. President — 

TRUMP: Because basically what he’s saying is he is going to destroy the oil industry. 

Will you remember that Texas? Will you remember that Pennsylvania? Oklahoma? 

Ohio? LID 

WELKER: Vice President Biden, let me give you ten seconds to respond and then I 

have to get to the final question. Vice President Biden? 



BIDEN: He takes everything out of context, but the point is, look, we have to move 

toward a net zero emissions. The first place to do that by the year 2035 is in energy 

production. By 2050, totally. 

WELKER: Alright. One final question — 

TRUMP: Is he gonna get China to do it? Is he going to get China to do it? 

WELKER: No, we’re finished with this. We have to move on to our final question. 

BIDEN: No, I’m going to rejoin the Paris Accord and make China abide by what they 

agreed to. 

TRUMP: That’ll cost you $1 trillion. 

WELKER: This is about leadership, gentlemen, and this first question does go to you, 

President Trump. Imagine this is your Inauguration Day. What will you say in your 

address to Americans who did not vote for you? You’ll each have one minute, starting 

with you, Mr. President. 

TRUMP: We have to make our country totally successful, as it was prior to the plague 

coming in from China. Now we’re rebuilding it and we’re doing record numbers, 11.4 

million jobs in a short period of time etc. EKONOMIKA But, I will tell you, go back 

before the plague came in, just before, I was getting calls from people that were not 

normally people that would call me. They wanted to get together. We had the best Black 

unemployment numbers in the history of our country, Hispanic, women, Asian, people 

with diplomas, with no diplomas, MIT graduates, number one in the class — everybody 

had the best numbers. INGROUP And you know what? The other side wanted to get 

together. They wanted to unify. Success is going to bring us together. We are on the 

road to success. But I’m cutting taxes and he wants to raise everybody’s taxes. And he 

wants to put new regulations on everything. He will kill it. If he gets in, you will have a 

depression, the likes of which you’ve never seen. Your 401K’s will go to hell and it’ll 

be a very, very sad day for this country. 

WELKER: Alright. Vice President Biden, same question to you. What will you say 

during your inaugural address to Americans who did not vote for you? 

BIDEN: I will say, I’m an American president. I represent all of you whether you voted 

for me or against me. And I’m going to make sure that you’re represented. IN GROUP, 

LID I’m going to give you hope. We’re going to move. We’re going to choose science 

over fiction. We’re going to choose hope over fear. We’re going to choose to move 

forward because we have enormous opportunities, enormous opportunities to make 

things better. We can grow this economy. We can deal with systemic racism. 

RASISMUS At the same time, we can make sure that our economy is being run, and 

moved, and motivated by clean energy, creating millions of new jobs. EKONOMIKA 

And that’s the fact, that’s what we’re going to do. And I’m going to say, as I said at the 

beginning, what is on the ballot here is the character of this country. Decency. Honor. 

Respect. Treating people with dignity. Making sure that everyone has an even chance. 

Now, I’m going to make sure you get that. You haven’t been getting it the last four 

years. 



WELKER: Alright. I want to thank you both for a very robust hour and a half, a 

fantastic debate. Really appreciate it. President Trump, former Vice President Joe 

Biden. Thank you to Belmont University for hosting us tonight and most importantly, 

thank you to those watching tonight. Election Day is November 3rd. Don’t forget to 

vote. Thank you everyone and have a great night. 
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