
As we have seen, the fact that Japanese culture plays an important role in all three
of Ishiguro's early novels appears to be virtually incontestable. In the first two novels, Japan
is present not only on the obvious level of setting and characters. Ishiguro employs and
simultaneously subverts the Western stereotypes about Japan, like the notion of obedient
Japanese women, or the myth about the Japanese propensity to suicide. The novels also
share a controlled and almost minimalist style of narration, which shows distinct traces of
the Japanese cinema of the 1950's and of the Japanese aesthetic concept of mono no aware.
Moreover, Ishiguro cleverly manipulates the speech of his characters and makes the
Japanese language filter through the perfect English diction.
As for The Remains of the Day, a critical perspective, which views this novel as
purely English without any relation to the Oriental culture, provides enough means to cover
the novel to a satisfying degree. However, if the reader has a chance to take into account the
Japanese background of the author and the context of Japanese culture, he may discover
Oriental elements at the very heart of butler Stevens: in his motives, in his conduct, in his
understanding of his vocation and in his view of his position in the context of humanity.
Such a reader can thus immerse himself one layer deeper into the novel and discover
meanings, which the "English" perspective can never fully reveal.


