SUMMARY

This thesis presents the Marian place of pilgrimage ‘Koclitov by Svitavy’, the residence
of the Czech-Moravian Fatima, the apostolate centre of the Czech Republic which plays a
unique position within the Catholic Church. The aim of the work, coming under the geography
of religion, is an in-depth study of the relatively recently established pilgrimage center, which
dates back to 1995.

Analyzing how this particular pilgrimage location has transformed, | have tried to
decipher a total of 4 assumptions that are seemingly contradictory and illogical: the start of the
location’s sanctification in this extremely secular destination; the phenomenon of the Polish
Pope St. John Paul II. in this area, over 250 km away from his native Wadowice and the post-
secular activities of religious pilgrims. How could this formerly sleepy and remote village
become a pilgrimage center of regional, national or even international importance? And how
does mutual cooperation with the municipality and the local school work? To reach a relevant
theoretical framing of pilgrimage throughout Europe, as well as the global context, | drew
mainly from Polish literature, where pilgrimage has deeper roots and plays a traditional role. In
addition, perhaps the only department of religious geography of the world is based at the
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Then we move on to to the situation in the Czech Republic:
the historical excursion through the totalitarian and the post-revolutionary period to the current
post-secular and related deinstitutionalization.

In the analytical part, on the basis of three qualitative surveys (two surveys and
interviews); data reception from CMFA; a field survey of small religious objects, I evaluate
various assumptions. The survey confirms the start of sanctification with a preference to the
post-secular activities of pilgrims (nearly 2/3), respectively but conversely, institutionalized
traditional church manifestations are eventually preferred. However, the remaining two
assumptions have been refuted: the majority of pilgrims come from the surrounding area and
no economic miracles experienced by the municipality are evident. The conclusions of the field
research are controversial: on the one hand, there are many smaller, reconstructed religious
monuments but there are also unkempt objects, suffering from rust, reduced to torsos or that

have even been stolen outright.
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