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Abstract 

The main goal of the thesis was to analyze the development of mortality from selected causes  

in the USA between the years 1999 and 2019. The selected causes are long-term leading causes 

of death in the USA. These include cardiovascular diseases, malignant neoplasms, chronic 

lower respiratory diseases, external causes and cerebrovascular diseases. The current disease 

covid-19 was included in the selected causes of death, as according to preliminary data, it was 

the third leading cause of death in the USA in the year 2020. The first part presents the mortality 

rates in the USA from different perspectives to create the context of the current development  

of mortality trends and also characterizes the individual causes of death, which are then 

addressed in the analytical part of the thesis. Furthermore, the healthcare system of the USA  

is described, as it is one of the factors influencing the mortality rate and also because it differs 

significantly from the systems known in Europe. The second part presents the development  

of mortality from selected causes of death, according to sex and individual US states. Methods 

used in the analytical part of the thesis were the gross mortality rate, direct and indirect 

standardization of mortality rate and cluster analysis. The results showed a decrease in mortality 

from selected causes of death, except for external causes, for which there was a slight increase 

in the observed period. Furthermore, a different development of mortality from selected causes 

of death was found for men and women. Analyzed at the level of individual states of the USA, 

differences in mortality levels for selected causes of death and differences between the sexes 

were found. At the end of the thesis, a basic view of mortality from covid-19 disease in the USA 

was presented. 
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