
Abstract 

 

This paper deals with the journalistic work and the single novel of Justin Steinfeld (1886 Kiel 

– 1970 Baldock), who fled in 1933 from Hamburg to Czechoslovakia. This work focuses on 

his articles, which he wrote during his Prague exile (1933–1939) for the German speaking 

magazine Die Wahrheit and on his only novel Ein Mann liest Zeitung (1984, 2020) which tells 

the story of an exile who, like Steinfeld fled from Hamburg to Prague from the Nazis. The first 

part of the thesis introduces Czechoslovakia as an exile country for refugees from Germany in 

the 1930s and cultural activities of the exiles are shortly commented on, especially in relation 

to leftist and anti-fascist circles. This is followed by a short portrait of Justin Steinfeld. The 

main part of this work consists of chapters about the work of Steinfeld. First, his articles for 

Die Wahrheit are analysed. The attempt is made to characterize his journalistic writing, to find 

and describe the thematic focuses of his articles. The next chapter is devoted to the novel Ein 

Mann liest Zeitung and describes how the subject of exile is presented in it. The concept of exile 

is understood in different ways – firstly as a (geographical and social) space, secondly as a 

social status and thirdly as a psychological status. Finally, the magazine articles and the novel 

are briefly compared. 
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