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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS
Reviewer 1

This dissertation provides excellent evidence-based analysis of Pakistan's counterterrorism
strategy, the National Action Plan. This study offers a timely and comperehensive analysis of the
policy, extending its analytical insights further than previous scholarly and policy-report works
have done.
The student expanded his analysis of NAP to encompass not only typical areas of analysis, such as
effectiveness and implementation, but also into the realms of local socio-cultural milieu, analysing
the effect of NAP on transformation (or the lack thereof) of local traditions, culture and forms of
traditional (tribal) organisation in areas where NAP was implemented. This is a major
contribution of this dissertation to existing studies and analyses of counterterrorism in Pakistan.
The dissertation demonstrates excellent engagement with both conceptual and theoretical
literature, as well as effective application of theory to a case study. The student has shown not
only close familiarity with literature pertinent to the case study, but also with a broader and
diverse body of research on counterterrorism.
Above all, the strongest part of this dissertation is it reliance on original interview data collected
specifically for the purposes of this research work. In-depth interviews with a wide range of
informants shed light on previously unreported dynamics and processes and provide us with
unique empirical insights. The student should be praised for undertaking this online fieldwork in
times of pandemic and succeeding in recruting a decent number of interview participants across
different walks of life. Interview data, particularly related to socio-cultural aspects in Pashtun
tribal areas, have positively enriched the empirical contribution and originality of this dissertation.
Reviewer 2

I very much like the dissertation. It's theory-driven, innovative, empirically sound, and
methodologically solid. I appreciate the author's analytical skills both in terms of the fieldwork,
data gathering and analysis, and the way the author has pieced individual pieces of the empirical
mosaic together to make a solid theoretically-informed contribution. The dissertation is wellstructured, well-executed, certainly in the top of dissertations I've come to review.
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