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• Appropriate word count Yes 

 
ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 

What is the role and utility of cyber operations in adversarial relations? Examining the case of 

Iran’s relations to the USA, this dissertation presents a persuasive argument that cyber operations 

of low severity function as additive signalling to political moves without the risk of unwanted 

escalation. The value of this argument rests on the combination of a competent and 

comprehensive literature review, effective methodology, relevant empirical data, rigorous 

analysis and critical evaluation of its findings. Moreover, the research is presented in clear 

language and following all the formal requirements of academic writing. This dissertation has no 

apparent weakness. The author is well aware of the limitations that a single case study has. 

Nonetheless, these limitations are mitigated by skilfully anchoring the empirical findings into the 

existing literature. After all, a critical evaluation of the results and discussion with the literature in 

the concluding chapter is probably the strongest part of the dissertation. 

 

For discussion, can your argument accommodate the view of Iran as a pluralist actor (e.g. the 

Revolutionary Guards being independent of the Government etc.)? After all, cyberspace is 

commonly viewed as a stage for various actors more or less associated with states (e.g. patriotic 

hackers).   
Reviewer 2 

This is an extremely well executed piece of research, investigating the role of cyber operations in 

the policy sphere, taking the case of the Islamic Repubilc of Iran's towards the US. 

 

The dissertation offers an in-depth discussion of the existing literature and clearly shows a gap 

that the dissertation addresses: looking at cyber operations as a non-coercive political tool that 

states can use to signal discontent to the adversary with low risks of escalation. Of particular 

appreciation is the merging of the literature addressing cyber warfare, war stratgy and policy, 

with mention also made to the phycological aspect of cyber operations.  

 

The methodology is appropriate to the study, and its limitations are clearly outlined.  

 

The empirical chapter presents the data with accuracy and convincingly shows a change in the 

pattern of Iran's use of cyber operations towards the US in response to the US behavior, and in 

relation to the traditional military domain. 

 

The discussion of the findings in relation to the existing literature is the strongest part of this 

dissertation, along with the theoretical framework. It clearly shows the students' understanding of 

relevant literature and debates, as well as the current gaps in research and the limitation of the 

very same dissertation.  

 

Overal, the student has shown excellent abilities as a researcher and also to contribute to a still 

young but evolving field of study ofgrowing international interest. 
 

 
 
 


