
The topic of this bachelor’s thesis is a comparison of three European knightly orders, 

which were established in the 15th century by members of sovereign dynasties as a political 

tool, but also as to express their prestige and power. The main question this thesis raises and 

seeks an answer to is why the Burgundy Order of the Golden Fleece managed to maintain its 

viability and its significance for a much longer period than The Order of Saint George and The 

Order of the Dragon, which lost their potential and importance early on. The thesis analyses 

and compares the basic organization and ideological aspects of these three orders and their 

incorporation into the broader context of that time period. The comparison focuses on the 

characteristics of their memberships and the wealth of the orders. 


