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Evaluation 

Major criteria:  

The thesis addresses an interesting and timely topic of Russia’s reaction to the 
economic sanctions by the Western countries. It does so by focusing on the 
strategic narratives of the key Russian leaders, Putin, Medvedev and Lavrov, during 
2014-2019 period. The Author hypothesizes that the statements of these leaders 
would aim mainly to delegitimize and/or downplay the effects of the sanctions and 
that the dynamics of occurring either of these goals might be influenced by the 
economic situation. He aims to uncover the nature of these strategic narratives 
and to study the variation of these during the period under the spotlight. 

The thesis provides a convincing research design framed by the concept of 
strategic narrative and its role in communicating the key signals in current 
international relations environment. The arguments behind the hypotheses are 
credible even the focus on just one independent variable (economic situation of 
the country) is not completely convincing, the more so because the results of the 
analysis did not support the hypothesized influence of the economic performance 
on the incidence of the type of the narrative. Seeing the substantial amount of the 
data collected, other explanatory variables could be considered to explain the 
variance of the types of statements. The Author should explain his choice during 
the defence. But the methodology is defined in clear manner, the reader knows 
what to expect in the following analysis.  

Empirically, the thesis introduced a rich collection of data on political statements 
of the key Russian leaders. The coding of the data is well explained, albeit it was 
not completely clear to me why more than one theme falling to either category 
(delegitimizing/downplaying) within one statement had to be counted in, at least 
from the perspective of the quantitative analysis (p. 40, note 12). This may be 
explained during the defence of the thesis. 

The thesis implements the research design diligently and offers the results in a 
concise but informative form. 

Minor criteria:  

The scope of resources used is sufficient as well as the work with them. I 
appreciate the appendices that present the data in a concise way and allow the 
reader to understand fully how the Author proceeded with the analysis. The style 
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and the language of the text is adequate, albeit occasionally the Author slips to 
colloquial phrases. 

 

Overall evaluation:  

The strength of this thesis lies in the choice of the topic, the conceptual framing, 
management, coding, and analysis of the data. The thesis is bringing new original 
findings with potential of further broadening of the scope of analysis.   

 

Suggested grade: A 
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