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The proposed B.A. thesis by Klára Gizová is devoted to the subject of gender socialization in 

professional Latin dancing in the Czech Republic. The chosen subject is interesting and 

definitely worth academic pursue, nonetheless, the thesis misses some vital issues.  

 

First and foremost, the title of the thesis suggests that it is centred around the topic of 

socialization, whereas in the thesis there is no theoretical discussion or any background 

concerning the process. What is more, the author does not work with the socialization as such 

in her research. I would rather name it a performance or performative strategies of gender 

embedded in the culture of Latin dance (or maybe in the Latin culture as such). It is of a pity; 

the author did not change the topic of the thesis to reflect more its content. I understand that 

social research is to some extent unpredictable and evolves in various, unexpected directions, 

but leaving the title as it is, unfortunately creates the situation, when the topic does not match 

the content. And, concerning the fact the presented research, is interesting, it does some harm 

to the overall assessment of the author’s work. However, the theoretical part of the thesis itself 

focuses mostly on dance (Latin dance in the Czech Republic) and on selective gender theories. 

Wider theoretical discussion would help to establish the proper theoretical frame for the 

research.  

 

The part presenting the research itself is the most valuable part of the thesis. The research 

itself is quite extensive as for a B.A. thesis, although the first research question seems to be 

wide and not conceptualized enough in the later work (“Q1 – How is gender socialized, 

performed, represented and perceived in Latin dancing and what are some of the meaning 

related to these gender practices?”, p. 21). I suggest the author focused only on the concept 

of gender performance, since this is something she really discusses in the analytical part of 

the thesis based on the gathered data. I do appreciate author’s work both with visual and audio 

data and analysis conducted in three following chapters. I lack more references to Judith Butler 

concept of gender performance, as well as, to Erving Goffman’s iconic study of gender display 

– while discussing the photographs depicting Latin dancing. The visual analysis could go 

further and work more with the meaning conveyed by the visual representation of body / bodies 

and gender performance in professional Latin dance.  



Last but not least, there is no section on author’s self-reflection and personal involvement, 

while conducting the research. It would be of much value to include this part in the 

methodological section.  

 

Formally, the thesis is written well, and according the rules of academic craft, although it is 

controversial to use some causal language abbreviations (“don’t”, “can’t”, etc.) in the formal 

writing. 

 

To sum up, the thesis meets the requirements for a B.A. thesis, therefore, I recommend the 

thesis for the defense and propose the grade 2. 
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