
Summary 

The subject of this thesis is the introduction to legal protection of industrial design at EU level 

through Community design, and comparison of Community design with other types of legal 

protection available. 

The thesis is divided into two parts. The first part explains the terms ‘design’ and ‘Community 

design’, while the second part compares Community design with other industrial design legal 

protection systems. The second part also provides a description of how both Community design 

and other legal protection systems may be applied concurrently. 

The first part opens with a definition of the term ‘design’, and then describes design’s relation 

to intellectual property and industrial design rights. Afterwards, a brief overview of the legal 

regulation for industrial design protection at national, international, and EU level is presented, 

and a characterization of institutions that provide design protection at each of the levels, 

respectively, is given. The key element of the first part of the thesis is a detailed analysis 

of Community design. The terms ‘registered’ and ‘unregistered Community design’ are 

thoroughly defined, and their common features as well as differences are described. 

Furthermore, conditions necessary for Community design registration are listed. Finally, 

a description of the individual stages of the registration procedure and each levels’ specifics are 

given. 

The second part of the thesis deals with other types of industrial design legal protection and the 

possibility of concurrent application of several types of legal protection at once. A comparison 

of these other types of protection with Community design is then made. First, Community 

design is compared with copyright protection, then with EU trademark protection. Finally, the 

unfair competition law protection is briefly mentioned, too. The second part also deals with the 

possibility of the concurrent application of three of the design protection systems mentioned 

above, i.e. community design, copyright, and EU trademarks. 

In both parts, the author cites relevant decisions of the European Court of Justice. Some of the 

cited decisions are analysed in detail. 

In the conclusion of the thesis, the author summarizes advantages of Community design as 

compared to other types of industrial design legal protection, emphasizes the importance 

of design in present day, highlights the increasing need of industrial design legal protection, 

and mentions the forthcoming EU regulation in the field of Community design. 


