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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 
Contribution 
The author raises a question about meat consumption heterogeneity in the European Union. Such 
insights are interesting from a purely academic point of view but also have direct application in setting 
policies mitigating greenhouse gases released by meat producers.  
 
The contribution of the thesis is unfortunately rather small. The author conducts an exploratory 
exercise where he links demographic variables to the consumption of three varieties of meat. He 
bluntly presents the hypotheses without any reasoning. The elasticity estimates presented in the paper 
are different from the findings common in the literature. The author points to the general direction of 
the problem, but he fails to address it rigorously. Since the elasticity estimates seem to be the 
cornerstone of his analysis, this is a serious shortcoming of the thesis. 
 
The interpretation of other results is very superficial and the author fails to place his findings into the 
context of the existing literature.  
 
Methods 
The methods meet the minimum criteria of a bachelor’s thesis. The description of the panel data 
estimation methods is superfluous. The author should have focused rather on the possible issues of 
his estimates, such as breaks in the data (losses in meat supply) which could skew the results of the 
analysis. 
 
Literature 
The literature review provides a brief overview of the existing literature. However, it does not provide a 
complete picture. The author specifically omits the discussion of the models and estimation methods 
that are used in the field. 
 
Manuscript form 
The thesis is written fairly well, with only occasional typos. The issue, however, is content. On one 
hand, many sentences describe obvious facts. On the other, the author often wanders off into pure 
speculation. The conclusion is inadequate as it does not conclude the thesis – it rather evaluates it, 
which is strange. 
 
Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
In my opinion, the thesis meets the requirements of the program at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Charles University. I do recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade E. The results of the 
Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available sources. 
During the defense, I would like the author to discuss in greater detail the reasons why his results 
differ from the literature. I would also like to hear more about specific policy implications. What taxes 
are, based on his research, advisable to be levied on meat with respect to greenhouse gases 
emissions and public health?  
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SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 15 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 12 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 15 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 13 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 55 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) E 
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