
This paper attempts to review the history of the Bohemian Dominican Province, specifically the history
and impact of the Dominican Order on the life in the Lands of the Czech Crown at this time. There is a
period of decline in prestige of the Order in the 15th and 16"' centuries but it is followed by a period of
rebirth of its intellectual potency in the 17th century. The convents of the Dominican Order, as well as
many of other Orders, were dissolved by the emperor Joseph II in the 1780s. I also pay close attention to
the relationship between the Dominican Order and the Jesuits during the 17th and 18th centuries. The
importance of this study for more detailed future research of the history of the Dominican Order is
indisputable. I know of no other work dealing with this problem.
I use mainly primary sources. The characteristic type of documents is Order chronicles, official
documents and some historical works written by the members of the Order in the 17th and 18th century.
Many of the documents are filed in the National Archive of the Czech State (Is1 department) and in the
General Archive of the Dominican Order in Rome (Italy). Many of them have been unknown up to this
time.
In conclusion of this introduction I would like sum up that this paper has an ambition to reopen a new
research and study of the Dominican Order in the Lands of the Czech Crown and to contribute to better
understanding of the 16'1' and 17th centuries.
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