
Abstract: 

The subject of this bachelor’s thesis is comparison of Søren Kierkegaard and Emmanuel 

Levinas with focus on religion. The initial dispute between these authors is the relationship 

between ethics and religion. While for Kierkegaard is ethics just a „stop“ on the path to faith 

and can be even suspended, for Levinas it is absolutely crucial and religion is not possible 

without it. Despite this dispute, I try to open the way towards the comparison of the two authors. 

There can be seen simirality of their thoughts under their different concepts. The first part of 

the thesis deals with the problems of this comparison, briefly describes the biography and also 

discusses the way Levinas reads Kierkegaard’s work. The body of the thesis is devoted to the 

three points. The first is the conflict between religion and ethics. The thesis focuses not only on 

the analysis and consequencis of this conflict, but it also reflects the way, in which both authors 

work with these concepts. The next chapter then focuses on the biblical commandment to love 

your neighbor. It shows that they agree on the understanding of this commandment as a duty. 

However, they differ in whether the originator of this commandment is God or Other, that is 

man. The last part is devoted to the comparison of the concept of God in their thinking. They 

both share the radical transcendence of God towards the world and man. However, this is where 

perhaps the biggets difference between them lies. While Kierkegaard works with Protestant, 

therefore personal conception of God, Levinas uses the Jewish one. According to him, then it 

is not possible to come before God other than through the Face of the other person.  

 


