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The BA thesis explores the intricate fictional landscape of selected novels from the so-called 

Manawaka sequence by the established Canadian author Margaret Laurence, with particular focus 

on the main concern of Laurence’s work, her women protagonists. The thesis provides a thorough 

and relevant study of the literary background of both Laurence’s own writerly life as well as the 

development and subsequent flourishing of Canadian literature as such. The thesis is, to a large 

extent, interested in the historical and contemporary context of Canadian literature, and Margaret 

Atwood’s milestone study thereof, which provides the methodological frame. Against this detailed 

literary and historical context, the thesis provides a comparative reading of two Manawaka novels 

by Laurence.  

The BA thesis is factually well-grounded and meets the formal requirements of its 

academic genre, showing an ease of style and a suitable degree of critical insight, knowledge and 

understanding. The thesis makes use of a relevant array of secondary sources, used consistently to 

illustrate individual points and/or larger arguments. The main strength of this thesis is its 

persuasive argumentation and thorough, confident knowledge of the Canadian literary climate at 

this decisive point in time, as well as of Laurence’s Manawaka sequence. Atwood’s influential 

critical study of Canadian literature, its emergence and main traits, serves as a methodological frame 

to identify various key issues in Laurence’s novels which mark these works as particularly Canadian. 

The thesis concerns itself with Atwood’s critical categories of ‘survival’ and ‘isolation’ in Laurence’s 

works, showing the ways in which these critical categories work towards a universal set of concerns 

in the selected novels which have a lasting appeal to readers. While this part of the thesis might 

have occupied a larger space overall, the resulting ratio of literary-historical context and close 

reading is adequate.  

To conclude, I am very happy to recommend the thesis for defence and propose a 

preliminary grade of ‘excellent’ (‘výborně’). 
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