
 

 

Posudek oponentky na bakalářskou práci Zuzany Ondové “Margaret Laurence’s Women: 

Isolation and Survival in the Manawaka Sequence” 

 

Isolation and survival are major themes of Canadian literature, claims Margaret Atwood in her 

seminal work Survival, a text which provides a fundamental groundwork for this bachelor thesis. 

Margaret Atwood and Margaret Laurence are two women writers who, from the 1960s on, lay 

foundations for conceptualizing what Canadian writing might mean. These two premises are the 

main backbone of argumentation in the bachelor thesis at hand. 

 The thesis is indeed a very thorough survey of relevant points from the text by Atwood 

and I think the application of this text to the chosen novels by Laurence is appropriate and well 

done. The cases for the Rapunzel/Tower and other themes are argued very persuasively.  

 Indeed, from the perspective of texts written more than fifty years ago, Atwood’s thematic 

“survival” approach and identification of a limited number of character types is quite appropriate 

and relevant. From a more current perspective, how would Ms Ondová assess the methodology of 

Atwood in application to Canadian writing (considering its multicultural aspects, not only now, 

but even in the 1960s and before)? Are there any limitations to Atwood’s thematic methodology?  

Then, other questions arise: When does Canadian literature become a national literature? 

Is it? Is Canadian literature in some special position in comparison to other literatures of the 

previous British Empire, especially pertinent could be considerations of Australia or South 

Africa.  

All the above are very general and mainly theoretical questions. Otherwise, I appreciate 

the thorough close reading of the two selected novels. Perhaps some more textual examples and 

close readings of passages explaining the differences in the narrative techniques would have 

contributed to a clearer, more forceful argumentation. 



The thesis is structured very well. I appreciate that the biographies and contents of the 

texts are developed throughout the thesis and not presented as block chapters. Also, the language 

and style are close to perfect (with only several typos and proof reading omissions). Nevertheless, 

half of the thesis is spent on mainly background information. I realise the necessity of providing 

all information about the history of the concept of Canadian literature, then all the surveys of 

Atwood and Laurence, however, the thesis would have been more balanced with less space given 

to background and more to interpretation.  

Overall, the BA thesis certainly fulfills all requirements and I recommend it for defence 

with the preliminary grade of e x c e l l e n t  (výborně). 
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