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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to examine the existential constructitrere is/ there arefrom two
viewpoints: syntactic and functional. Analyticabte devised in the framework of functional
sentence perspective (FSP) are employed to explorenation structure in two types of
existential constructions, viz. bare existential constructions and existential constructions with
adverbial(s). The study first comprehensively explains the core of the FSP theory and concepts
employed in consequent FSP analyses. The analysis of bare existentials is concerned with two
areas of examination. First, syntactic structure of the subject noun phrase is examined; attention is
paid primarily to types of modification involved. Second, the FSP structure is identified; the main
focus being placed on the structure of the notional subject. A special attention is paid to the FSP
patterns the bare existential construction can implement. The problem of questions and focalizers
is touched upon. The analysis of existentials with adverbial(s) focuses on the FSP role of
adverbials in relation to their position in the sentence, semantics and contextual boundness.
Finally the problem of potentiality is pointed out and the occurrence of other verbs than be is
discussed. The outcome of the study is to identify communicative functions the existential
sentence performs and to contribute to the findings in the area of FSP and its application in

practise.

ABSTRAKT

Cilem této prace je zkoumat existencidlni konstrukci #here is/ there are z hlediska syntaktického a
z hlediska aktudlnéclenského za vyuziti analytickych nastroju navrzenych v ramci teorie o
aktualnim clenéni vétném. V teoretické casti je podrobné vysvétleno, v ¢em aktualni ¢lenénf vétné
spoc¢iva a vSechny koncepty, se kterymi se v naslednych analyzach pracuje, jsou uvedeny a
explikovany.

Prace zkouma dva typy existencialnich konstrukci, v prvnim oddile praktické c¢asti se zabyva tzv.
,,bare existential constructions®, coz jsou konstrukce bez adverbiale, v druhém pak pojednava tzv.
»existential constructions with adverbial(s), tedy konstrukce, ve kterych se adverbiale vyskytuje.
U konstrukei bez adverbiale si prace vsima syntaktické struktury nocionalnfho podmétu, a dale se
zaméfuje na typy modifikace, jez se v podmétové frazi vyskytuji. V ramci aktualniho clenéni
vétného je pozornost vénovana kontextové zapojenosti podmétu a aktualnéclenskym vzorcum,

které tento typ konstrukcf mize realizovat. Problematika otdzek a prostfedki vytykan{ je strucné



pojednana. U druhého typu konstrukei je hlavni pozornost zaméfena na aktualnéclenskou funkei
adverbiale ve vztahu k jeho pozici ve véte, sémantickému obsahu a kontextové zapojenosti. Dale
autorka naznacila problematiku potenciality aktualnéclenskych jevi a v zavéru prace si v§ima
vyskytu sloves jinych nez je sloveso 4yz. Vysledkem prace je definovani komunikativnich funkci

existencialni konstrukce a demonstrace uzitf teorie o aktualnim ¢lenéni vétném v praxi.



Contents

1
2
3.
4

List of Abbreviations and SYMDOLS ..ottt 8
INELOAUCHON e s 9
What 15 FFSP? w..cuiiiiiiiiii s 9
MEANS OF TSP ettt ettt st s bt 14
4.1, The conteXtual fACtOT......ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiicci e 16
4.1.1. Means of signalling context-dependence........ocoviiiiiiiiiiiniinees 18
4.2, 'The SeMAaNtiC fACLOL ..oucviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciii e 20
4.2.1. FIrDASIAN SCALES .eeuirvreririeereerrieieicret ettt ee et st s ettt sn bt saen b sene 21
4.2.2. Extended Presentation SCAle ......cocvvverererernieieiciinenennieeeseerereeeitecesese e aseesenenene 23
Realizations of the presentation Scale.........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiici e 24
5.1, Existential CONStIUCTION. couvrireerereiererererereteeirinieteresereiererteeestsesestsessesessseseseseresesesesesenessesesesens 24
5.1.1. SyntacticoSEMAaNtiC ASPECES.....cuiuiiiiiiieriiiiiiie ittt 25
5.1.1.1. Existential #here vs. adverbial ere ......ccovvvvvivecciecininnnceeceercneeccneees 28
5.1.2. FSP STIUCHULE c.cveiiiiccic i 29
Posing the Problem.........ccoiiiiii e 31
MELNOM. ...t 32
RESULLS c.ti s 34
8.1.  Bare existential CONStIUCHON. c...iuiiiiiiiiiiicic s 35
8.1.1. SyntacticoSEMAaNtiC ASPECES.....cuiuiiiiieiiiiiiie ittt 35
8.1.1.1. Treatment Of PartiCIPIES......coceueiriueueieiniriininiicceeeitceiesese et ene 40
8.1.1.2. Syntacticosemantic ASPECts - SUMMALY ....c.vvueeeueuerriniiieierereieeeiiieesenesseensenes 42
8.1.2. FSP STIUCHULE cocviiiiiici st 44
8.1.2.1. T(S) = Tt/ R(V) PAEIN coeceieieiiiiiieiieiietse et 46
8.1.2.2. T —Tr(V) — R(S) PatterN. ..ot 49
8.1.2.3. FOCALIZET .ttt e 53
8.1.2.4. Preliminary Notes on FSP Treatment of QUeStions.......c.cevuveeeeueueeevevrisnrnnenc. 55
8.1.2.4.1.  Questions — RESUIES ...ceviriririririririeiririeie sttt sttt 57
8.1.2.4.2.  Questions — SUMMALY ....cceiiiiiiiiiiiiicicicie et 59

8.2.  Existential construction with adverbial(s) ........cccocoevviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 59
8.2.1. Final adverbial....cocoveeieceieiiiciiiirreceeec e e 63



8.2.2. Extended Presentation SCALE ....ooviviviiiiieiiieiieeiceeeceteee ettt sve st et esasessseaesneene 65

8.2.3. Medial AdVerbial....c.ccciiiirirrrecccerrrr et 71
8.2.4. Initial Adverbial......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 72

8.3.  Preliminary Notes 0n POtentiality........ccocovcriiieiniiceieiniceinicieccesceeecese e 74
8.3.1. PP following a PartiCiple ........covcueicieiieinicciiicicccec s 76
8.3.2. PP following the Head of a Subject Noun phrase .......ccccococvvvveinicniicniiiccis 77

8.4, Verbs Other Than Be.......ciiiiiii s 81

0. CONCIUSION. .ttt ettt ettt st sttt bbbttt et saen et senes 84
10. RESUIME ..ottt 88
11. BIbHOGIAPNY.....iuiiiiiiiiiiiii e 91
12. SAMPLE SOULCES .t 95
13. APPEAAICES .ottt ettt ettt ene 96
1. Comprehensive analysis (of 200 instances in the sample) .......cccvviceceiivininiiiccciniians 96
II.  Tables (200 instances quantified in 4 tables) ......ccooeveeeirriniriiieeierree e 192
111 SEPALALES ...vveiiiiieictc bbb 197

a.  Bare Existentials — SyntacticOSemMantic ASPECES ......euveecuererriiieererererrisiieeesesseeesenenes 197

b, Be F PALtiCIPIE ot 201

c.  Bare Existentials — FSP Structure ... 202

d.  Negative Bare EXIStENtIals .....cccccviiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiincncisesssssisess e 207

€. FOCAlIZET .o 209

£, Questions — FSP SHUCTULE .o.oiviiiiirieirieieirireeeet ettt ettt sttt 210

g.  Existential constructions with adverbial(s) 86 .........cccovuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 211

h.  Extended Presentation Scale ..o 214

L. Othet Verbs TRan Be.. ittt ettt seeeeresesesaesessaesesesessesesesesenes 215



1. List of Abbreviations and Symbols

Abbreviation | Description

/ Symbol

T theme

T(S) thematic subject

R rheme

R(V) rhematic verb

Tr transition

TrProO transition-proper oriented element

NS notional subject

NP noun phrase

[...] an example is not presented in its all lengibu@ally used with an existential
clause embedded in a complex/compound sentence)

[text] an example is presented in its all lengthe irrelevant part of sentence
marked by the square brackets so that the part simgp the existential
construction under examination stands out

* invalid structure

(?) dubious structure

S



2. Introduction

The present study is intended to examine the exiateconstructiorthere is/ there arefrom

two viewpoints: syntactic and functional with thaimfocus being geared to the functional
sentence perspective (FSP). We hope to demonatptectical application of FSP to concrete
language material and to point out problems tHatgaist working in the framework of FSP
may encounter. The study is based on detailed sisaly existential sentences extracted from
literary texts. The outcome may serve as referematerial for teachers of English and for
translators who might find useful the insight ithe way the existential construction is

structured both syntactically and informationafiyEinglish.

Let us now introduce the basic concepts that aygd@red in this study.

3. Whatis FSP?

One of the fundamental observations of natural daggs is that the informational weight
within a sentence is not even, but it varies asshrgence gradually unfolds. When entering a
conversation, we usually first advert to what hlkeaaly been mentioned (we reinforce the
topic of the conversation) and only afterwards watgbute with some new information and
move the communication forward. It follows that thewest elements, i.e. the elements with
the largest informational weight tend to be platigthest to the right of a sentence, towards
its end. This principle has been identified amomgngnarians as the end-focus principle
(Quirk et al. 1972: 943) and it has been obserlatit applies language universally, i.e. all or
almost all languages more or less comply with iegth 1983: 63) However, various
grammatical systems upon which languages operdve dhe end-focus principle to be

applicable to a various degree. Whereas in Czectexample, it is the main force underlying

1| owe the references to Duskova 1999: 281



the way in which words are arranged in a sentemc&nglish the end-focus principle is
overridden by the force of the grammatical prin€ipCzech as a predominantly inflectional
language allows a great flexibility of its word erdwhereas in English, which is
predominantly analytical, the word order flexihyjlis to a large extent restricted. If there is not
a free choice in placing the most informative dr& sentence at its end, however, a pressing
question arises: Is the linear arrangement of aisne=ally the only factor that signals the
most prominent part of a sentence? In spoken lajggymaosodic tools are employed to
indicate the central information in a sentence lagipg the intonation nucleus on the element
carrying that information. Thus, if it cannot beagéd at the end of a sentence due to
grammatical restrictions, the most informative pafra sentence can be pointed out with an
acoustic signal. But how is the informational censignalled in a written text, where

intonation cannot function as an indicator?

At this place the core of the functional senteneszspective (FSP) theory can be best
explained. Its main aim is to devise a set of aidl/tools that can help us better understand
“how the sentence functions at the moment of comeation” (Firbas 1992: xi in Preface).
This can be achieved by learning about how to bitialentify the element towards which the
sentence iperspectived® i.e. “the element which contributes most to theelieoment of the
communication and in this way consummates or coteplg” (op. cit., p. 6). Most English
scholars working within the framework of FS&amine sentence parts from the view of their
informational significance with the objective toveal factors that bring the recipient to
perceive certain elements in a sentence as morertam than the rest (it has been suggested
above that it is not always possible to place thestmimportant element at the end of a

sentence where it is expected). More will be sholia details of the procedure in due course.

% This was first observed by Mathesius 1975: 153-HiOexplains the phenomenon in an illuminating welyis
bookNebojte se angitiny (Don't be afraid of the English languagm chapter 7 Jak se v angiiné spojuji slova
(How words are arranged in English)

® This is Jan Firbas’ term and he explains the qoinakit in 1992: 6, chapter “Communicative dynamiand
linear modification — one of the factors of funci@ sentence perspective”.

4 We need to bring to attention the fact that Praeteool earned its prestige apart from other thfogs
formulating the fundamental theses on FSP. FoF8ie theory in the field of English elaborated ety
Jan Firbas, the founder and main representatitteeoBrno school (a “geographical” branch of thegBeaschool
of linguistics) see Duskova “Vztahy mezi sémantikoaktualnintlenénim z pohledu anglistickyctleni
Prazského lingvistického krouzku”(forthcoming). et also mention E. H&pva and P. Sgall who take
generative approach to FSP.
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Now the relevant categories need to be introducEde concept of informational
significance/weight has been termedmmunicative dynamisg¢CD)>. In an FSP analysis,
sentence elements are examined in reference todbgiee of CO¥ The element with the
highest degree of CD (the carrier of the ‘inforroatil centre’) is the element towards which
the sentence is perspectived. A senténepresents the basic field in which the act of
communication is carried out, i.e. it serves asasiddistributional fieldof CD in the act of
communication. Syntactic constituents of the serggithe subject, the verb, the object, etc.)
mostly correlate withcommunicative units(Firbas 1992: 17, Svoboda 1981: 4) with one
exception and that is the verb. In Firbas’ view thexb needs to be perceived as two
communicative units: one indicated by the notiac@itent of the verb (notional component)
and the other indicated by its grammatical categofcategorial exponents) like person,
number, tense, mood, voice, or positive/negativiarpiy (Firbas 1992: 70, 89-93, Svoboda
1981: 4)® A communicative unit is such a part of a sentemere all carriers of CD (it can be
one or more) function at the same hierarchicalllefecommunicative development, cf. the

adduced example below:

‘There will be_important peoplat the garden party.’

The notional subject ‘important people’ consists tefo carriers of CD, one higher
(important) and one lower (‘peopl€’) but they contribute to the development of
communication to the same extent in relation toeptlsentence elements. Within a
distributional field communicative units with thewest degree of CD form the thematic part

of a sentencettffem@, communicative units with the highest degree bBf f6rm the rhematic

® The term was first used by Firbas who drew on Msitlis and his “concept of relative shading of the
importance of sentence elements” (see Firbas 198D

® Cf. “[...] by a degree of communicative dynamismmblerstand the relative extent to which a linguistement
contributes towards the further development ofdti@munication.” (Firbas 1992: 7-8)

" For the details about the concept of sentenceaetdo FSP see Firbas 1992: 14-16, chapter ‘Theesee as a
field of relations’. In this study, we take thengile sentence for the basic distributional fiekek page below for
more details.

8 In the present study the concept of categoriabegpts is employed to explain the FSP function todasition-
proper oriented element.

® Modification (if context-independent) is undersicas an element carrying a higher degree of CDithdread
as it particularizes the head by adding some spegifnformation, see Firbas (1992: 84), NekvapB43: 196).
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part fhemg, and between these two there is the transitipadl transition) mostly performed
by the verb’. The basic scheme of development of a senterteiact of communication can
be shown as follows: Theme — transition — rhevith the remark that the transitional and the
rhematic section constitute the non-theme of theleytcf.

theme—-non-theme
/\

transition rhemte.

At this point an important statement must be made. scheme does not necessarily coincide
with the linear arrangement of the sentence. Theadword order can differ from the scheme
(that represents the gradual rise in communicatireamism) and it often does, especially in
English where the grammatical principle is the dieei force and overrides the FSP principle,
as mentioned above. Firbas distinguistaesual linear arrangemenfrom interpretative
arrangementwhere the latter denotes structures in which drgesnce elements are arranged
“in accordance with a gradual rise in CD.” As hentoents, “the two arrangements may, but
need not, coincide” (1992: 12) “Where the sentestecture is consistent with gradual
increase in CD, i.e. where the least dynamic eléntka theme, occurs initially, and the most
dynamic element, the rheme, or focus, is founchatend, with transitional elements coming
in between, we speak bhsic distribution of communicative dynamigi@uskova 1999: 249
making reference to Firbas 1992: f0)

Within one FSP section, viz. theme, transitionftegme, two or more components can occur.
Then the sections can be subdivided into smalld? Efits and a finer classification takes
place. The theme then can be divided thestheme propeandthe diathemevhere the theme

proper is the element with the lowest degree ofddD the diatheme is the element carrying

9 In some cases the FSP roles of transition andeteertransition and theme are telescoped into b&@5 174-
175) due to the fact that the transitional elempatsed either into the thematic section or thegine
rhematized while the rest of the elements receddidet background.

1 FSP as a dichotomy of two complementary secticimstheme and rheme, is also apprehended in Mbevni
Cestiny 3, Skladba (A Grammar of Czech 3, Synta9B{), but the concept of transition is not recogdiz
(550n.)

2 Highlighting by italics is mine. The italic servishighlight terms which are going to be used tigtwut the
present study and which have just been introdutedtihe discourse.
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the highest degree of CD within the thematic sactkirbas 1992: 79-81) Transition can be
divided into the transition proper transition-proper orienteclements and the rest of
transition where the transition proper represents the venyreeof the distributional field of
CD (op. cit., p. 89) and the transition-proper oté&l elements function as ‘perspectivers’ that
move the communication from the theme towards ttestre. Where there are more
components constituting the rheme, i.e. where lleenatic section consists of more elements
than onethe rheme propeis distinguished. This is the element towards Witiee sentence is
perspectived, the element with the highest degfe€E (Firbas 1992: 72). The full FSP

scheme can be illustrated as follows:

Theme proper — diatheme — transition-proper orcbrgiement — transition proper —

rest of transition — rheme — rheme proper.

One more note on the definition of the basic dsttional field. The present study examines
existential sentences. The basic distributionaldfieorresponds to a simple existential
sentence. Our understanding of a simple senterrogeddrom the definition in CGEL (Quirk
et al. 1985: 719, Note [a]). A simple sentence mglarstood as a grammatical structure
composed of a single clause or a grammatical strectzhere one of the constituents of the
single clause is modified by a relative clause.c8&ithe whole structure is understood as a
single unit’, the relative clause together with its main cla{eséstential sentence) constitutes
one distributional field that comprises two (cldushistributional subfields. This conception
can be also understood on the basis of the rekdtiprbetween a noun and its modification —
the two components are so closely linked with ometlzer that they — the same as the main
clause with its relative clause — form a singlet.unthis is reflected in FSP where the head
noun constitutes one communicative unit togethén s modification. By analogy, a relative

clause (by definition a modification) constitutegéther with its superordinate clause one FSP

13«Svoboda has devised a scale of thematic functiefiscting a gradual rise in CD. The bottom enthis
scale is taken up by ThPr [= theme proper] anduipeer end by DTh [= diatheme], theme proper origgnte
elements (ThPro) and diatheme oriented elementidPrainking between them” (Firbas 1992: 81). Far ou
present study the classification working with cquteeof diatheme and theme proper is sufficient.

4 For a contrastive treatment of a complex (and Ejrgentence in British and Czech linguistic triaditsee
Duskova (1999: 219-228). The summation of the cphoka simple sentence that CGEL works with can be
found on p. 221, section 1.2.1.
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unit. Thus in example 1 the whole of sentence veasidered for FSP analysis, but only the

main clause in example 2 comprising an existeotaktruction was examined.

1. There is a clever German doctor who has recentigell melancholia into several
types (F118)

2. There was, too, something faintly dark about hifor, he had been born a Catholic
[...] (F119)

The concept of distributional field having been laxped, in the present study the examined
unit comprising an existential construction is fiert on referred to as (existential) ‘sentence’

(instead of more appropriate but clumsy ‘senterti@ese’).

4. Means of FSP

Jan Firbas significantly contributed to the FSPotlien his numerous profound studies on the
topic and most fundamentally in his boBkinctional Sentence Perspective in Written and
Spoken Communicatiof1992), which has so far been the most comprehersgudy in the
field'®. He revealed four factors which — by their mutinérplay — bring a particular element
into the foreground. They ataearity : the linear arrangement of sentence elements which
carry a degree of CD according to their positimnfrthe lowest to the highest from the left to
the right respectivelycontext dependencethe elements appearing in the preceding context
carry lower degree of CD than those mentioned Herfirst time;semantics the meaning of
sentence elements, namely the verb, which by itanmg either introduces a new
phenomenon on the scene and then the presentedrpéeon is the element towards which
the sentence is perspectived, or it directs thenatin towards its complementation (if the
complementation is missing, then the attentionnesctied towards the verb itself) and then the
sentence is perspectived towards tneality of a phenomenolf. Compare two Firbas’
examples (1992: 67-69):

15> Prague-based scholar Libuse Duskova and Firbssipe Ales Svoboda (both members of the Praguedasch
of linguistics) have decisively contributed to tevelopment of the theory and the author of thidwtraws
heavily on their findings.

18 Firbas explains, “Quality is to be understood firra wide sense, covering an action or a statengeent or
transitory, concrete or abstract” (1992: 5).

14



3. Ages ago there was a young king

(the sentence is perspectived towards presentatiapphenomenon, i.e. ‘a young king’)

4. He/The young king ruled his country capriciously alespotically
(the sentence is perspectived towards the quaktycapriciously and despotically’).

“Generally speaking, these three means of FSP eahidrarchically ordered: semantics is
superior to linearity, and context is superior btwtHinearity and semantics.” (Svoboda 1981
2).

In spoken communication the last of the four fastsr put into operationntonation. As
intonation is a wide concept, we need to mentiat th FSP, the placement of intonation
nucleus and its association with new informationofs primary interest. Generally the
intonation prominence is associated with semamtmence (e.g. Halliday and Hasan 1976:
69, Firbas 1974: 30, 1992: 148-154); however it lesn observed that coincidence between
the carrier of the most important information ahd tntonation nucleus in a sentence is not
always the casé Svoboda remarks, “The reason why communicativemprence and
prosodic prominence do not go hand in hand is se#re fact that in case the other three FSP
factors signal the communicative prominence sudfiy, the prosodic features are free to
convey other (e.g. attitudinal) meanings” (200021

Commenting on the interplay of all four factorsA8P, Svoboda summarizes, “All the above
factors represent indispensable aspects of natanguage communication, because such
communication must be linearized (linearity), mashvey meaning (semantics), cannot be
realized in isolation (context), and if spoken, mainbe realized without rhythm, melody, and
pauses (prosodic featut®s (2005: 217).

As the linearity factor seems rather straightfodvérasically it concerns word order) and the

intonation factor could have been applied only ey in our analyses (since the material

Y The incongruence has been observed, for exampigigstions. We touch the problem below, see pa75-

18 Prosodic features is an alternate term to iniom&f. Svoboda 2005: 218, 2.1
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for this study was obtained from written text whim®nation is indicated only scarc&ly, we
need to pay some more attention to the contextvchkamantic factors.

4.1.The contextual factor

Context is probably the most powerful factor cdmiting to our perception of a piece of
information either as given or new. The basic thbg applies is that elements appearing in the
preceding context are recognized as communicatiesly important (i.e. they carry a lower
degree of CD) than elements entering the discdorsihe first time (these are carriers of high
degree of CD). The elements known from the cordextreferred to asontext-dependente.

for their interpretation the reader/listener degend the preceding text (anaphoric personal
pronouns like ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they are typical exatep of context-dependent elements). The
elements unknown from the preceding text are refeto ascontext-independente. we are
able to interpret them per se, without referencehéoprior text. However, before the rule can
be applied, the broad concept of context need® texiplained and specified. There are three
types of context, vizexperiential (= context of general experience taken into actdunng

the act of communication}ituational (= context of situation within which communication
takes place), anderbal (= context constituted by preceding sentenceg/{&uoboda 1981.:
4).

In assessing the degree of CD that an elementsentgence carries, the situational context
overrides the experiential context and the verbakext overrides the other two. The verbal
context thus plays the most important role andthadargest impact on our perception of an
element in communication as regards its informaiamportance (the degree of CD the
element carries). A question arises what lengtpreteding verbal context should be taken in
consideration: if an element appears at the beginaf a book and now, half-way through it
re-appears, do we consider it context-dependenirandnsequence assign it a low degree of
CD? Firbas responds in negative and he explainsyégard to FSP, the concept of known

information must be considerably narrowed. This assdates the introduction of the

19 For example the contrastive stress usually beitsgt in print by italic or bold font. In factntonation was
often taken into account as a tool of a double khthe intonation nucleus should coincide with theme proper
in a distributional field. Thus when a sentencearrekamination is spoken aloud, the assessed rheper
should be plausible as a carrier of the main seetstress.
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immediately relevant verbal and situational contextmediaterelevance being assessed in
relation to the point in the flow of communicat@iwhich a new sentence is produced and/or
taken in which separates the mass of informatioouawlated so far from the mass of
information to be furtheaccumulated (1994: 22 with reference to DaneS 1974: 112) The
concept oimmediately relevant contextappears to be crucial for analysing a sentendéen
FSP level. It is grounded in the observation thaha moment of ‘the immediately relevant
communicative step’ (Firbas 1992: 23) only a fragmef the mass of ‘information
accumulated’ is activated in reader’s/listenersismousness, i.e. it is available to him as
something known. Analysing written text, we neecs$tt how big a fragment this is, i.e. what
stretch of preceding text represents the immediatdevant context. Firbas relates it to so-
called retrievability span’ which is a stretch of text in which a piece ofdrmation remains
retrievable (i.e. available to the reader as knawfarmation) (Firbas 1995). Examining the
phenomenon of retrievability span in literary teX@gbas observed that it is very short, about
seven preceding sentences (with the reservatidrthtbasubject calls for further exploration),
thus if a phenomenon appears at a distance lohger geven sentences, its retrievability is
weakened and in consequence it is considered asiarof new informatioff. In the light of
these observations, analyses upon which this sautigsed include the immediately relevant
context among crucial factors that need to be takeconsideration when determining the
degrees of CD in sentence elements and consequéetlgentence meaning in the act of

communication.

Depending on to what extent context operates ogengence, three instance levels have been
identified (Svoboda 2005: 219 with reference td&$, see section 2.2):

A/ the basic instance levehll sentence elements are context-independentoatyd

semantics and linearity determine the informatimacture of a sentence)

B/ the ordinary instance levéthere are both context-dependent and contextruiee

elements and all three means of FSP are involved)

29 A similar conclusion was arrived at by SvobodaRirbas 1992: 23) and Hafiva and Vrbova (op. cit., p. 23-
4); who examined spoken texts, and concluded thaae of information remains activated for vergigh
stretches of texts. For a detailed study aboutdtrevability span see Firbas 1995.
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C/ the second instance lev@ll sentence elements are context-dependent @it o
which is at the moment of utterance brought intetidct prominence and only

contextual factor asserts itself) (after Svoboda119)

A vast majority of sentences in our sample opesitbe ordinary instance level.

4.1.1.Means of signalling context-dependence

Next, the means of signalling context-(in)depen@einca text should be mentioned. Within a
noun phrase the category of (in)definiteness iplay. It is realized by determiners, viz.
articles, demonstratives, possessives, quantiiacswhiwords (DuSkova 1999: 300 fn. 1).
Naturally, an indefinite noun phrase has a dispwsito indicate new information (and hence
context-independence) while a definite noun phrasepredisposed to signal known
information (and hence context dependence). Thadigposition is very strong in existential
construction$. However, since the FSP function of a noun phim$ermed by the interplay
of three factors (four in speech), “both a defirated an indefinite noun phrase can assume
either thematic or rhematic function” (DuSkova 19289) Hence, while analysing FSP of
sentences within our sample, we had to bear in itinatnot all definite articles signal context
dependence. The cataphoric definite article hadeteliminated, as it does not point back to
the text, and hence it cannot be considered asdicator of context dependence; it merely
signalises that “the modifying elements are todkemh as defining: we are to understand only
such members of the general class named by the htmadas are specified in the Modifier”
(Halliday and Hasan 1976: 72), cf. the definiteictet in noun phrase ‘the chance’ +

postmodification:

5. He said that if one had a clue this was the tweay; but if one had no clue at all it

was the best, because there wasthestchancethat any oddity that caught the eye

of the pursuer might be the same that had caughagyb of the pursue@Ch51)

21 Cf. Duskova who writes, “The predisposition of tireaphoric definite and non-generic indefinitecetio
signal, respectively, given and new information ifests itself primarily with verbs of appearancéstence on
the scene, and with verbs taking an effected acedtl object.” (1999: 289)
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Here the notion of chance is new and it has jusnb@atroduced into the narrative, the

newness heightened by the use of focalizer ‘just’.

Similarly, “the definite article, which indicates stuationally unique object may determine
either a new or a given item” (DuSkova 1997: 4B article signalling merely the uniqueness
of the object in particular situation but not sigmg that the object is known from the

preceding text, cf.

6. And there was a sparkle of yellow jasmine leydbor (L30)

Here the notion of ‘door’ is mentioned for the fitsne and as such is context-independent
regardless of the definite article. To treat refess to situational context as a signal of
context-dependence might be a treacherous startimg for analysing FSP of a sentence. An
element subjected to such reference is ‘linked i context of situation’ (see exophoric

reference in Halliday and Hasan 1976: 37) but ésdoot mean the element must be known to
the reader. References to the situational contxhat be considered as a priori signalising
context-dependente but rather as signals of a low degree of CD stheaeader is instructed

to treat the elements as given despite the fatiritraality they are new to him.

In effect, means of signalling context dependerareespond with means of textual cohesion,
viz. anaphora, substitution, ellipsis, lexical eedtion (Halliday and Hasan 1976) — these all
have been taken into consideration in the procegteatification of the information structure

in the existential constructions within our sampteneeds to be stressed, however that at the
same time we bore in mind that “the concept of soleerelationship is not identical with that
of context dependence: it is a wider concept” &1092: 34). Cohesive relationship being a

22\We believe that this treatment of situational mefiee is specific to written literary text where thriter uses
reference to situation in order to create an atimexsgof familiarity: the reader is invited to piithe situation
in which communication takes place, €here was a great relaying of the takd@d the best cups brought and
the best teapatL40) where the tablé has just been introduced into the narratives(i icontext-independent
element). The definite article indicates that thsrenly one table in the room in which the namaggent takes
place and thus the reader visualises the evemrlzettif he himself was present in the room. Bueality he has
just been introduced to the fact that there wabketin the room. This principle underlies anotfterary
technique calledn medias reffect’ through which “the reader is plunged irte imidst of things” (Firbas
1992: 40). It is often used in story openingsFafbas’ exampldde really was an impossible persahere the
reader’s curiosity regarding “who ‘he’ might be®"stimulated. The element ‘he’ is “not context-degent, but
only presented as such” (ibid).
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wider concept than the relationship of context deleece can be demonstrated on the
phenomenon of lexical reiteration where two commbselisplaying a ‘semantic associative
meaning’ (op. cit., p. 33), e.gearrelatives— sister(cf. example L2 in our sample, Appendix
I) establish cohesive relationship but do not neaely establish the relationship of context
dependence. Cf. Firbasywhen expressed by the second member of the pagssaiated, this
feature becomes retrievable, but is evidently troing enough to predominate and to make its
bearer behave like a context-dependent elementohtrast to a fully context-dependent
element, which on account of its context dependescprevented from expressing the
information towards which the sentence is perspedtithe bearer of the associative semantic
feature does not lose its capacity for conveyinghsoformatiori (ibid) .

In the course of this study it will become evid#mt the phenomenon of context dependence
is not like a light-switch, having only two posti®, dependent or independent, but rather it

displays scalar quality.

4.2.The semantic factor

The semantic factor needs to be considered in meta&l. Firbas (1992) introduced a new
level of semantic analysis into the theory of F&part from the static semantic roles which tie
in with sentence constituents (e.g. agent, pateffécted object, affected object, etc.) he also
recognisesdynamic semantic rolesarying in the act of communication according ke t

communicative intention of the speaker/writeiOn this level of semantic analysis, it may
thus occur that in two different acts of commurimatone sentence constituent may have two
different dynamic semantic roles. Let us demonstthis on the two following examples

where the adverbial of place needs to be paidtaiten

7. [I believe the force in that blow was just] fleece there is in earthquak@Sh93)

3 The concept of known information is elaborategrrantiSek Danes (1979) in his study “O identifik
znamé (kontextavzapojené) informace v textu” (On identificationgi¥en [contextually bound] information in
a text. In his attempt to identify and classifyat@nships between two affined entities in a t&t« K»), the
relationship osemantic contiguity (section 2. 2) is inspiring for us. It seems ral@vin that it is a relationship
of non-identical reference, which holds between éntties that share some semantic aspects, the aame
time the second component Krings along some new information into the aata@hmunication.

24 To sum up Firbasian conception of dynamic semaotés vs. static semantic roles we drew from Sdak®
study “Firbasian Semantic Scales and Comparativei&t” (2005: 217-229) and DuSkova’s study “Vztatgzi
sémantikou a aktualnittenénim z pohledlena Prazského lingvistického krouzku”

(forthcoming)
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8. [And Mrs. Bolton was carefully dressing him iaeaing clothes,] for there were
)25

important business guests in the ho k86
Despite the fact that the two sentences are nobdoted in a broader context, it can be
observed that the first sentence is perspectivedriis the adverbialr( earthquakeswhile in
second example the adverbiad the housgconstitutes mere setting against the backgrodind o
which a phenomenon is introduced and the sentescthus perspectived towards that
phenomenon, i.e. the notional subjeichortant business guektdn the first example the
adverbial has the dynamic semantic rolespécification in the second example it is the
dynamic semantic role aicene The dynamic semantic roles will be discussed arardetail
in due course. At this point an important remarkstrne made. The dynamic semantic level of
description must be systematically kept apart fitthn FSP level of description and at the
same time both need to be taken into consideralianeans that we work with two sets of
categories: on the one hand there are dynamic sentategories like scene or specification,
and on the other there are FSP categories like @hémransition, and rheme. That way we
acquire the desired tool for acute observationsamadyses of a sentence meaning in the act of

communication (= FSP).

4.2.1.Firbasian scales

As it has been suggested above, the meaning ofetieis decisive for the meaning of the
whole sentend. In relation to whether the verb implies an introtion of a phenomenon on
the scene (presentation) or whether it points tdeaitself or its complementation
(qualification), Jan Firbas identified two scaléstidct in their dynamic semantic function: the

presentation scaleand thequalification scale

The presentation scale comprises three dynamic rdemanits, i.e. sentence constituents
function in one of three dynamic semantic rolesngc(setting), presentation of a phenomenon

on the scene, and the presented phenomenon. Tlaengysemantic role of scene coincides

% The examples come from the corpus of sentenceprising an existential construction, which was teddor
the purpose of this study. All collected senter@@sbe found in Appendix I.

%6 Cf. Duskova’s “Vztahy mezi sémantikou a aktualienénim z pohledwleni Prazského lingvistického
krouzku” (forthcoming)

21



with the theme within a distributional field, presation with the transition, and the presented

phenomenon coincides with the rheme. Cf. Svoboebesnple ‘A dog barked in the distance’

Scene/Setting Presentation off Phenomenon
Phenomenon Presented

(Sc) (Pr) (Ph)

Theme Transition Rheme

in the distance barked A dog

(after Svoboda 2005: 222)

The qualification comprises scéfe quality bearer, quality, and specification. Dyri@am
semantic roles of quality and quality bearer arégalory. Scene and quality bearer rank
among thematic elements, quality coincides with tfansitional part of a sentence and
specification is rhematic. Where there is no speatiion, the sentence is perspectived towards
the quality (the verb), which then makes the rhaithe sentence (Svoboda 2005: 222). Cf.
Svoboda’s example ‘Our dog barked at our neighlgesaterday’:

Scene/Setting Quality Bearer Quality Specification
(Sc) (QB) Q) (Sp)

Theme Theme Transition Rheme
yesterday Our dog Barked at our neighbour

(ibid)

There are two modifications of the qualificationakc (see DuSkové’s “Vztahy mezi
sémantikou a aktualninglenénim z pohleduc¢lend Prazského lingvistického krouzku”,
forthcoming), the combined scale and the scale aitbpular verb. The conceptambined

scale needs to be discussed in greater detail. Firbgdaies the combined scale as a
construction where the subject performs the dynasemantic function of presented
phenomenon and simultaneously it performs the dymeasemantic function of a quality

bearer. Cf. his example

9. Ages ago a young king ruled his country capricigw@sid despotically(1992: 67)

%" Svoboda comments: “Scene may be present on ale/lseeause everything happens at some time, in some
place, and under certain circumstances.” (2005) 222
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Here, within one distributional field both presdma and qualification are expressed;

consider the underlying construction:

Ages ago there was a young king, who ruled thetepwapriciously and despotically
(ibid)

Firbas comments, “The original basic distributiofield telescopes the Ph-function and the B-

function into the subject and in this way implensetite Combined scale.”(ibid)

4.2.2.Extended Presentation Scale

However, linguists working within the framework Birbasian dynamic semantic scales have
observed that the repertory of two scales may eosufficient (Chamonikolasovd — Adam
2005). This observation can be squared with themhsons on the examples examined for
the purpose of the present study. The followingngXa from our corpus demonstrates the
difficulty in identifying the sentence perspectiwen there are only two dynamic semantic

scales available:

10. ‘There was dust on his brown tunic, his crogeged legs, his old shoes.’ (G152)

Despite its strong presentation character, theesent is not perspectived towards the
presented phenomenodug), but towards its ubiquitous quality. The readetiges the fact
that the dust is present and then more intensithedyfact that it is present everywhere. The
sentence thus presents a phenomenon (dust) and specifies it (everywhere). Such cases
are not isolated ones. Chamonikolasova tries tesiflathe recalcitrant examples and she
suggests extending the repertory of the dynami@asémscales (in Chamonikolasova — Adam
2005). She works with Firbasian conception of coratiscale and she points out that the
combined scale shows either predominant featureguefification (see the exampleges
ago... above) or presentation (see the exanilere was dust above). Accordinglythe
extended qualification scaleandthe extended presentation scal@eed to be recognised,

respectively. In the present study the concemxténded presentation scale is employed to
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assess all instances where apart from presentdaiendynamic semantic function of

specification is present as well, cf.

Scene/Setting Presentation ofl Phenomenon Specification
Phenomenon Presented
(Sc) (Pr) (Ph) (Sp)
Theme Transition Rheme Rheme Proper
There was dust on his brown tunig,
his crossgartered
legs, his old shoes

(After Chamonikolasova — Adam 2005: 62, appenddl example G152)

5. Realizations of the presentation scale

The presentation scale is most frequently implesgkbly means of four syntactic forms:

Al the existential construction, cf.
There were few alterations.
B/ the construction with rhematic subject in posit position, cf.
A noise, a sort of low growl, came from the waaérf
C/ the construction with rhematic subject in préatiposition,cf.
Across the street is a grocery.
D/ the construction where a semantically adverblament operates as the subject with the
phenomenon appearing on the scene operating abjiwt, cf.

This road carries a lot of traffic. (Duskova 1998,

5.1.Existential Construction

The present study focuses on one type of realizaifahe presentation scale and that is the

existential construction.

%8 The examples were collected by Duskova, 1998. Bneyrdered according to the frequency of occagen
from the most to the least frequent. For a moreiltet treatment of each of the realizations offttessentation
scale see ibid.
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5.1.1.Syntacticosemantic Aspects

From the syntactic point of view, the minimal egistial construction comprises existential
therg a verb of existence/appearance on the scena (@verwhelming majority of instances
it is the verbbe, occasionally other verbs likexist come etc.) and the notional subject (a

noun, gerund or nominal expressiyncf.

11. There was a silence. (Ch57)

12. If old James Allsop hasn’t risen from his grats because there’s no rising34)
13. Here is the Reef Island, if ever there was (@b81)

In our sample indefinite pronouns often constithiehead of the subject noun phrase.

An adverbial element can occur as an obligatory pban existential construction and thus
semantically distinguish the existential-locatiypé (see example 5 below) from the bare
existential type (see examples 1-3 above). “The=dulal element in the existential-locative
type is obligatory in that it expresses the meawihgxistence of a phenomenon in some place
or at some time® (Duskova 1994: 354), thus the existential-locatiype does not only
express the meaning of existence of a phenomendnit lalso embeds the existence of a

phenomenon into a location either in time or spate,

14. There were hollows and bowers at the extrerdeoéthat leafy garden (Ch66)
Apart from the bare existential and existentiaklibee type there are two more variations of
existential construction. It is the action type wéhthe action is expressed by an actional noun,

which occurs as the notional subject of the corsitva, cf. the following two examples below

15. There was a constant adzing going on in thd shéside the north transept, and a
constant banging and thumping from the roof overntéwlt. (G162)

2 See Duskova 1999: 88

*0 The quote was translated from Czech to Englisthbyauthor of this study, as were other quotes from
Duskovéa’s volume from 1984, which was publishe€aech.
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16. There were various small rustlingshe supposed she was getting into the bed.
(F148)

Duskova points out that this type is often employeddescribe atmospheric and weather

conditions (1994: 355), cf. an example from oupcisr

17. There came a stronger gust of wind (F101)
Finally, there is the modal type which apart frartraducing a phenomenon on the scene also
conveys the notion of modality, cf. an example froor corpus and compare with the

translation

18. Now, by a subtle pervasion of the new spiethad somehow been pushed out. It
was he who did not belong any more. There was staking it (L43)

A ted’, s postupnym pronikanim noveho ducha, &k vytlacovan. To on uz sem
nepatil. Nedalo se o tom pochybovat

What is conveyed apart from presentation is epist@nodality, in the example above it is the
notion of ‘possibility’ involving “human judgemerdf what is or is not likely to happen”
(Quirk et al. 1985: 218

All four types are introduced and explicated afiarSkova 1994: 353-355. They are all
represented in our corpus as can be recognized framillustrative examples. For the
purposes of our study the four syntacticosemarategories have been re-grouped into two
types, viz. bare existential construction and exisal construction with adverbial(s). In the
process special attention has been paid to adverklae more note on the re-grouping needs
to be made. The criterion determining whether deswe is treated as bare existential appears
evident: if an adverbial is absent in the structitres considered bare. However, there is one

exception to the rule and that is the presenceoofiding adverbs. Despite their adverbial

%1 For more information on epistemic modality go taSRova 1994: 185-203 or to Quirk et al. 1985: 238-2
Quirk et al. use another widely used term for epist modality and that is ‘extrinsic’ modality.
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nature they differ from the rest of adverbials attapart from the capacity to emphasize a
verb and/or an adjective, they can also do so avitbun (DusSkova 1994: 473). On the level of
FSP, due to their focusing nature they are assigrgzbcial role and that is the role of a focus
anticipator, i.e. they signalise a rhematic eleninpointing towards . In the present study
we adopted the terrfocalizer, a term denoting the FSP role of a focus antioipathe
presence of a focalizer does not have a bearingwnclassification, i.e. an existential
construction comprising a focalizer is classifibare’ as long as it does not comprise another

adverbial.

The syntactic approach also involves analyses whwerestructure of the noun phrase as
notional subject is examined, i.e. whether it cstssof a bare head noun, whether the head

noun is modified and if so, by what means, areextlip observation.

The existentialthere anticipates, i.e. points forward to the notionabjsct®. “It is not,
however, a mere formal means of filling the regybasition of the subject, but it is a
constitutive element of the existential and exig#docative sentence type” (DuSkova 1994:
353), i.e. without its presence, the sentence woatdbe grammatical as well as in the ‘pure’
existential type

* A silence was.

* No rising is.

*[...] if ever one was.
Or its semantics would change from the existembiedtive to ‘pure’ locative as in

Hollows and bowers were at the extreme end oflday garden (after Duskova 1999:

89, the examples come from our corpus).

%2 The negative particle ‘not’ and negative determine’ fulfil the same role in FSP, viz. the rolémegative
focus anticipator. It appears that negation is &yire of rhematic character since it necessatitysates our
attention to the entity negated. Firbas speak&gétive focus anticipator = NegFocA (1994: 102-1¢4g term
we adopted in this study.

%t is to be noted that linguists do not agreetmndyntactic role ahere On the one hand it is viewed as an
introducer, a part of a fixed formula, on the other hand iwiewed as a grammatical subject anticipating the
subject proper. In the present study we take tierlatandpoint endorsed by DuSkova extending QatikM.
1972: 958 (Duskovéa 1999: 87-88).
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5.1.1.1. Existential therevs. adverbialthere

Existentialthere needs to be distinguished from the adverthare In spoken language it
differs in reduced pronunciation (in that respétishaves as other function words in general),
compare existentiabs/ and adverbialdes/. Semantically it does not refer to a location (it
points towards it, but the word alone does not Hagative meaning) unlike in sentences with
adverbialtherewhere it fulfils two functions. First, it is used a deictic expression (pointing
outside the text the same as deibice, second, it stands for an adverbial of placeedoial
there has a full locative meaning reflecting an antecédBuskova 1994: 39%) Compare
example 19 (existentidhere with examples 20 and 21 (adverbibére. In example 20 the
adverbialtherereflects its antecedent anaphorically (i.e. ierefback to the text), in example
21 it is cataphoric (i.e. it stands for the locatadverbial which is introduced later in the text):

19. She slipped out silently and unseen. There wasahatbon shiningenough to make

the a little light in the world, not enough to shber up in her dark-grey coat.(L49)

20.“It's the....it's the.... pussy!” Shudders of subsidisgps.
“What pussy, dear?”
After a silence the shy fist, clenching on sixpemented into the bramble brake.
“There!”

Connie looked anthere [= in the bramble brake], sure enough, was a kagkbcat,

stretched out grimly, with a bit of blood on (t00)*°

21. There[= at the wall]_she would stand at the wall andki@ut at the sed...]. (The

French Lieutenant's Woman. Fowles 1985: 58)

% Halliday and Hasan refer to existentiatreas to a PRONOUN while the adverbiaéreis treated as a
DEMONSTRATIVE ADVERB (1976: 74).

3% Example 20 comes from D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chietygs Lover. In our corpus it stands apart frorguiar
numbering of examples, as it does not occur amoadvto hundred examples of existential constructiomas
been kept to illustrate the usage of adverthiaie
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Existentialthere and adverbiathere can occur simultaneously in one construction, fiet
that highlights different nature of the two, cf.

22. “There was nobody thefe outside the shop, on the street], for | stagst putside the
shop at the corner, and could see down both statetsce.” (Ch68)

Examining the nature of existentiddere Firbas points out that as well as the pronouns by
which the notion of speaker/writer and listenemdezais referred to, the existentthlere “can

be introduced into the discourse directly, not promalizing any antecedents (predecessors)”
(1992: 24), which in fact means that in his viewiseential there ranks among deictic
expression¥. Firbas further comments, “Though semanticallyyvereak, it is not totally
stripped of all meaning. As an integral part of #wdstential construction, it acts as an

indicator of a scene expressed by a genuine adtarbplace” (ibid).

5.1.2.FSP Structure

From the FSP point of view, the existential conginn enables the basic distribution of CD
without disturbing the operation of grammatical darder and thus it helps to resolve the
tension between the FSP principle and the gramaigiiinciple. While the initial position is
occupied by the existentitiere (grammatical subject), the postverbal positioreserved for
the notional subject (the subject proper) and thagpresented phenomenon (conveyed by the
notional subject) acquires a position in conformitigh its high degree of CD (otherwise the
subject is restricted to the positions to the lefitthe verb, i.e. the thematic part of a

sentenc¥).

Often, the existential construction contains anesldial. Then the basic distribution of CD can

be partly impaired where a scene-setting (i.e. #igh adverbial is placed in the final

% This was prompted to me by Duskova.

37 Among other syntactic means of achieving the bdisiribution of CD by enabling a rhematic subjexiper
to occur in the rhematic section of a sentenceetheg passive constructions, pseudo-cleft conginsg;tor tough
movement constructions allowing the infinitival gdi to be placed to the right of the verb. Foatmneent of it-
clefts and pseudo clefts from the FSP point of véee Duskova 1999: 318-332).
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position, in which case a thematic element (adedylfiollows a rhematic element (notional

subject), cf.

23. She had had strict orders to remove hersedbas as she had greeted the traveller:

there was to be no duenna nonsense that eve(iigi6)

Final adverbial, however, can also serve as a fpaodn (extended presentation scale)
carrying the highest degree of CD and functioniaghe rheme proper of the clause. Such an

existential construction then again displays th&ddistribution of CD, cf.

24. [...] there was no ultimate exit at all exceptotigh this front door, which was
guarded by lvan and the armoy§h54)

In initial positions the adverbial serves eitheraascene or as wansition-proper oriented
element (Firbas 1992: 49, 77-78). A transition-proper ptesl element is such a
communicative unit which is in its FSP function ssty related to the function performed by
the verb, i.e. transition. As well as the verberiters the flow of communication after the
theme, but before the rheme. As well as the cat@gexponents of the verb, especially the
tense and mood exponents, the TMESs, (op. cit.8p.if.contributes to the sentence meaning
in the act of communication with temporal and modations. Firbas mentions sentence
adverbs and adverbials of indefinite time amongstituents performing the FSP role of
transition-proper oriented elements (TrPro) (op., qd. 77-79) as well as conjunctions
(endorsing Svoboda’s understanding of conjunctiof@yving to its character, a conjunction
comes close not only to the TMEs of the field iraluces, but also to the TMEs of the field
to which the one introduced is linked on.” (op.,qit. 93) Falling back on these observations,
in our analyses conjunctions as well as sentengerbs and in some cases adverbials of
indefinite timé® are regarded as TrPros in the presence of suatessipetitors of the verd,

see the examples below:

3 Adverbs of indefinite time can also serve as firggtFirbas explains, “As for the adverbial of @fihite time,
it remains closely related to the temporal indmattonveyed by the TMESs and is regarded as TrHraried in
between the subject and the verbal notional comutoffeoccurring outside this frame, it may loostn
relationship with the TMEs and serve as a settingeohaps even specification” (1992: 78).
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25. Oh,_if only(TrPro) there were other men to be with, to fitjfat sparkling electric
Thing outside there, to preserve the tenderne$fepothe tenderness of women,
and the natural riches of desire. (L38)

26. Unfortunately(TrPro) there was now a duenna present — Mrs @&rantook.
(F116)

27. for already(TrPro) there was less dust in the air (G156)

The concept of transition-proper oriented elemesindp explained, we need to return to
adverbials, that is to their FSP function withiniséential constructions in relation to their
position. In medial positions adverbials functionall three FSP roles that Firbas ascribes to
adverbials, viz. setting, TrPro, specification, cf.

28. there lay behind hirfSet) all those years of thought, speculatiorf;lsgdwledge
(F140)

29. there were alway3rPro) people in the house (L19)

30. There neveSpec) have been more than fifteen waiters afpilaise (Ch60)

6. Posing the Problem

It can be observed that an adverbial is a veryatiégselement, a fact which illustrates the
problem facing the linguistic analyst working withthe frame of FSP theory: if an adverbial
can function in three different roles, what factdetermine our FSP interpretation of it? And
is the interpretation always unequivocal? In thespnt study we will try to provide some

answers to these questions.

%9 In case there are no successful competitors ofehe they can perform function of the rheme Fifbas’
example, “This happened sometimes (Sp), not evaeyy8p).” (1992: 78). For
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The FSP approach also involves analyses where dbha phrase constituting the notional
subject is examined from the viewpoint of contegpeindence. Does the noun phrase consist
of elements solely irretrievable from the precediogtext? Are any of the elements traceable
in the context? Are there any cases of entirelytexdrdependent subjects proper within the
sample? If so, what effect is produced? Observatishich would provide answers to such
questions have been made and these have beern famtdigsed.

7. Method

The present study is based on an analysis of alsanfi00 instances which contain an
existential construction. The sample was obtaimethffour literary texts, 50 instances were
extracted from each. Two texts (Lawrence, Chestprtate back to the turn of the "20
century, the other two (Fowles, Golding) were del@écto represent more contemporary
fiction; both were written in 1960s — 1970s. Thensaprocess of extracting instances was
applied to all four texts: every fifth page waspasted and the first sentence on the page that
included an existential construction was recordedcase the literary work was not large
enough, every third page was searched. The metlasdctvosen in an attempt to cover the
largest part of the literary text possible and atsavoid repetitioff. Each instance found was
given a number, starting with number 1 and finighimth number 200. Hence Lawrence’s
text is represented by instances 1 — 50, Chestertpninstances 51 — 100, etc. When an
instance from our small corpus is referred to, mlzioation of a capital letter and a number is
used to imply the author and the number of theaimst in our corpus, e.g. (G189) indicates

that the instance was extracted from Golding’s &xt in the corpus it is the 1Bthstance.

Each extracted sentence was scrutinized regartsngyntactic structure as well as its FSP

structure. A commentary was attached to most os#rgences; especially the first examples

“° The danger of repetition turned out at the vewyit@ing of the excerption, more precisely afterragée 13
was obtained, when in a short stretch of textiagwf existential sentences appeared which coecettme same
subject matter, cf.

A/ As for Clifford’s writing, it's smart but therelsothing in it

B/ [...] what did her father mean by saying there was ngtimrClifford’s writing?

C/[...] these stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothing i

D/ Why should there be anything in them?

This situation made us realize we wished for a mareed sample and the method of selection desti@dbeve
started to be applied.
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are provided with a detailed explanation regardiregmethod of assigning the FSP structure.
Gradually the need to comment and explain decreasdlle same FSP structure re-occurred.
Reference to literature treating the phenomenardoguin the particular sentence was
provided. Where a case of potentiality was idesdifiit was pointed out and justification for a
decision one way or another was provided. Moshef@éxamples from our corpus serve as an

entry to further notes, explanations, and comments.

Each example in the corpus is embedded in a stdtcdontext as the contextual factor in
assigning the FSP structure plays a highly impontale. Following Firbas’ procedure in the
identification of FSP, we first examined the redaship of the existential construction to its
immediately relevant context and established thetexd-dependent elements. Then we
analysed the context-independent section and wessasd the relationship between the
context-independent elements. (Firbas 1992: 100gllyi our FSP interpretation of the
sentence was compared with its Czech equivalemclCiranslations of the literary works by
professional translators were used. They servea ldad of supportive test confirming our
interpretation as it is believed that a true transh of a text should contain the same structure
concerning the dynamism of communicative unitshesdriginal. In some cases the Czech
translation made us realize there is a double plessinderstanding of the FSP of the
particular example, in other cases we identifiel R8P structure of the English sentence does
not correspond with the FSP structure of the tetisl — in such a case we pointed the fact

out and suggested a translation that would correspgth the FSP of the origiridl

At this place an important reflection needs to lménied out. The present study aims at
application of the FSP theory to literary textsslbne of essential characteristics of language
that the degree of potentiality (i.e. various pbiesinterpretations, all plausible) is rather high.
Moreover, we chose to work with highly literary tarage containing complex structures and
to come to unequivocal reading of these is oftempated (if not impossible). On that
account the author of this study considers the @@ corpus of excerpted examples — where

crucial decisions and steps in the procedure dfjmisg the FSP structure of sentences are

“1 Unexpectedly, not all Chesterton’s stories hawenhteanslated into Czech and therefore some axhmples
extracted from the Chesterton’s book of detectteeies (see Sources) do not contain correspondamglhation.
Fortunately, there are not very many.
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explained — an essential part of this study, amt@&eeferences to the corpus (Appendix 1) are

often made.

It is also important to stress the fact that exisét constructions in our sample were extracted
both from narrative parts and dialogues of therditg works. Especially in dialogues the

assignment of FSP structure to sentences is véngdte unless a spoken adaptation of the
selected texts is taken into account. The factantiation is fundamental in dialogues as it
can resolve cases of potentiality where factorcmitext, linearity and semantics are not
sufficient for unequivocal interpretation of thenmmunicative meaning of the particular

sentence. Our corpus contains 54 instances ofeetiat sentences extracted from dialogue,

which account for 27% of the whole sample.

The obtained results were quantified and summariretibles. One table contains 50
examples obtained from one literary work and aleslied categories are recorded there. The
four comprehensive tables (200 examples) are pregen Appendix Il to provide access to

the collected data, and hence make this studyasgarent as possible.

Finally, each of the main sections of this studyg.eBare Existential Constructions —
Syntactic Aspect) has its own appendix where tleegted sentences are presented in groups

according to the categories under examination.

8. Results

Out of the 200 examples there are 114 bare exiaterwnstructions (57% of the whole
sample) and 86 (43%) existential constructions adterbial(s). Out of these 86, 15 instances
represent the extended presentation scale (17.486 ekistentials with adverbial(s)). Table 1

below summarizes the results:
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Tablel

Type of Existential Construction Number
Bare existential 114 /57%
Existential with Extended Presentation | 15 86/ 43%
adverbial(s) Scale (17.4% of 86)

Total 200/ 100%

8.1.Bare existential construction

8.1.1.Syntacticosemantic Aspects

The question arises what is worth observing in @straction that is labelled as bare. As has
been stated above, our approach is twofold: bathsyntactic and FSP points of view are

adopted. Observations on the level of syntax ireledamination of the noun phrase that
realizes the notional subject (NS). Attention isdp@ the head noun and its modification. If

modified, the means of modification have been réedr The following categories have been
adopted: if the noun phrase (NP) consists of artéter*? and a head noun alone, we speak of

‘simple NP, cf.

31. There was a pauge45)

Such type of existential construction (i.e. compgsa simple NP) corresponds to what Quirk

et al. call “bare existential (sometimes calledt@ogical’) sentence, which simply postulates

42 By ‘determiner’ we understand what Quirk et affinkeas ‘central determiner’ with the exceptiorthod
guantitative determinexnough(explanation of this exclusion follows), i&an, the, zero articlesomeany,
possessive pronouns, relative determimdreseandwhich; interrogative determinesghat which whose

negative determinerso, neither, the demonstrative determinehss, that, these those the universal determiners
every each the non-assertive determingther (1985: 255-257). Quantitative expressiongal§ all, which are
defined as predeterminers (257-261); postdetersiimeg. numerals (261-262); and other quantifizgé2{264)
including the quantitative determinenough(which Quirk et al. rank among central determinars)
expressionsther, another(388-389) are considered as elements which agart feference add semantic details
(usually the notion of quantity) to the head nduarthis respect they behave rather as modifyingcijes and
thus they together with the head noun constitutatwie call a ‘complex NP’.
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the existence of some entity or entities” and “laasimple clause structutbere + be +
indefinite noun”. (Quirk et al. 1985: 1406). Ournception of a bare existential sentence is
somewhat broader since it includes structures wtierenead noun is modified, sometimes
very heavily (see Table 4 below) and thus the defim of ‘simple postulation’ does not

appear complete.

If the head noun is pre- and/or post-modified, weak of complex NP, cf.

32. There were variownallrustlings (F148)

Finally, if there are more head nouns than one tjplalNS), modified or not, we speak of
‘compound NP, cf.

33. There had been no welcome home for the youngresgno festivities no

deputation not even a single flowe(L8)

Table 2 below illustrates the representation of tree types in our sample of 116 bare

existential constructions.

Table 2
Simple NP Complex NP Compound NP Total
12 /10.5% 94 /82.5% 8/ 7% 114/ 100%

In the amount of 114 bare existential constructiaosstructions where the notional subject is
realized by a complex NP occur most often — 94amsts (82.5% of all bare existentials
within the sample). Structures where the notiondlject is realized by simple NPs rank
second highest in the frequency of occurrence diances out of 114. A little less frequent
are constructions with notional subject constitutyda compound NP — 8 instances out of
114.
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Complex NPs being the most frequent in occurremasiio be analysed in more detail. Table

3 below illustrates the means of modification & titead noun occurring in the noun phrase in

bare existential constructions.

Table 3

Type of modification Number of instances
modification by prepositional phrase(s) | 19 / 20.2%
modification by a clause 9/9.6%
modification by adjective/adjectives 6/6.4%
guantifier + head 5/5.3%
modification by a comparative 3/3.2%
modification by an infinitive 212.1%
complementation by an object 212.1%
modification by a participle 1/1.1%
modification by apposition 1/1.1%
modification by combination of several| 46 / 48.9%
modifying means

TOTAL 94/ 100%

Considering only the simple means of modificatioe, modification only by adjective(s),
modification only by prepositional phrase(s), etbe most frequent type of modification in
our sample of bare existentials appears to be matddn by prepositional phrase(s) (18

instances out of 93), cf.

34. [...] there is no time for nonsen&eh86)
35. [...] there would be nothing for iut to ask, and pry, and demand, without

knowing what he wante@5173)

It needs to be mentioned that among the 18 instaméemodification by prepositional
phrase(s) (invariably postmodification), there igr@at potential towards ambiguity — the
prepositional phrase can often be interpreted eifls'ea postmodifying element or as an

adverbial. The issue is discussed in detail belowhe section that treats potentiality in FSP

(see p. 74).
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The second most frequent means of modificationiwitlur sample is clausal modification (9
instances out of 93), cf.

36. “There is no reason why you should give mglrang.” (F121)

followed by modification by adjective(s) (6 instasoout of 93), cf.

37. There was an unhapgyence (Ch91)

38. There were variosnallrustlings(F148)

and a noun phrase consisting of a quantifier amelaal noun (5 instances out of 93), cf.

39. Are there twdeys? (L31)

There are 2 instances of a notional subject caamgria gerund, cf.

40. There was no mistaking {L43)
41. [Oh, I felt, if it hadn’t been for the pit, @hem as runs the pit,] there had been no
leaving_me (L44)

The gerund establishes a secondary predication resing an object. We do not consider a
noun phrase of this kind being a simple NP dué¢ofact that the head noun is complemented
(due to its verbal character) which is in our viemmparable to a head noun that is modified.

Thus the two instances are considered as complex NP

The largest group consists of noun phrases wheoeamwmore types of modification are
combined. In our sample of bare existential comsimns almost half of the head nouns are
modified by a combination of modifying means (in iB4tances — 46 items, i.e. 48.9% of all
complex NPs within bare existentials). Table 4 ekhows the most frequently occurring

combinations.
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Table 4

Type of modification Number of instances
adjective/quantifier + prepositional phrase(s) 18

adjective + clause 6
adjective/quantifier + participle 6
adjective/quantifier + infinitive 3

prepositional phrase + clause 3

prepositional phrase + participle 2

prepositional phrase + infinitive 1

other 7

TOTAL 46

By far most frequent pattern appears to be the figation by combination of an
adjective/quantifier and a prepositional phrasee (firepositional phrase can be further

extended) (18 instances out of 46), cf.

42. There was even a remoébationship with the Drake familyF106)

43. There was only oremswer to a crisis of this magnitu@€l02)

Modification by combination of an adjective andlause (6 instances) as well as modification
by combination of an adjective/quantifier and ausk (6 instances) rank second highest in

frequency of occurrence in our sample, cf.

44. Was there some delicatay he could ask(@#F142)

45. There were tweyes looking at him through the pai&200)

Modification by combination of adjective/quantifieand infinitive was employed in 4

instances, cf.

46. There is only on¢hing to be donéL70)
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For examples of other combinations of modificatfonnd in bare existential constructions,
see Appendix Illa).

8.1.1.1. Treatment of Participles

At this place it seems appropriate to comment oa type of modification that displays a
certain degree of ambiguity, and that is the posdifitation by means of a participle.

Altogether there are 13 items comprising postmodifon of a head noun by a participle (12
items comprising present participle, 1 item compgsa past participle), be it a bare
existential construction or an existential condinrc with an adverbial. Where the present
participle occurs, an ambiguity arises with resgecthe interpretation of the participle as a

part of the verb or as a modifying element wittiia houn phrase, cf.

47. There was half a moon shining, [...] (L49)

The participle may be understood as a constituepast continuous tense as in the adduced

example

The moon was shinirenda light breeze was blowing as he sethaiine

or it may be interpreted as a modifying elementaléernative to the adduced example

The shining moonast a cold light on the countryside

The past participle displays the same kind of amibyg either as postmodification or as a

constituent of the passive, cf

48. But there was still a wide space left in thelafe for the lifting of stone and wood
(G167)

The passive interpretation is plausible due tofdéice that the version without existenttakere
is possible (then there is no doubt that the gpléds a component of the verb in its passive
form)*3, cf.

A wide space was left the middle for the lifting of stone and wood

43 The argument can be found in Duskova 1994: 264
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The interpretation of the participle as a postmpdg element is equally plausible as can be
attested by the interchangeability between thaqyale and a relative clause, cf.
But there was still a wide space which wasilefihe middle for the lifting of stone and

wood**

In the present study all 13 participles (see Appentlb) are viewed as postmodifying
elements on the following grounds. All examplesénbeen carefully selected as instances of
existential sentence. Comprising a participle ar tieey display a very strong implication of
presentatioft expressed through existentishere + verb be which is in existential
constructions perceived as a lexical verb (in @asttwith the verb operating as an auxiliary in
progressive tenses as well as in passive consingtreferred to as ‘existentidde (Quirk et

al. 1985: 1409 ff, see section 18.50) replacealylehle verbexist (Duskova 1994: 353).
Moreover, the following arguments reinforced outerpretation of occurring participles as

means of modification: in the example

49. Once there were candles, voices murmuringtlatbuch of oil (G198)
the expressioroices murmurindin our interpretatiorvoicesconstitute the head noun which
is modified by the participlenurmuring admittedly it can be otherwise) can be substiting
a noun phrasenurmuring voiceswhere the modifying force of the participle emerge
transparently, cf.

Once there were candles, murmuring voices, andatieh of oil.

Or in the example

441t was later pointed out to us that the verbalreggion ‘be left’ seems lexicalised to such anrexteat it
stopped being perceived asauxiliary + participle but rather it functions as one lexical unit megriremain’.
In our analyses we treat the participle as a podifiying element and the above-presented argumeeaits w
decisive for this resolution.

45 Cf. Quirk et al., who comment, “The existentiahmce has been described as ‘presentative’ iinsgtw
bring something on to the discoursal stage desgieim attention” (1985: 1408)
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50. There were steps going down the stair (G192)

stepsdenoting an inanimate entity canmat anywhere and thus the progressive interpretation
of the participle was excluded. Finally, it needsbe mentioned that some participles were
more likely to induce the interpretation ‘verbakian in progress’ than others and that the
phenomenon of ambiguity between a modification antbmponent of a verb in participles

appears to be scalar, i.e. one of degree ratheriiwalving clear-cut categories.

8.1.1.2. Syntacticosemantic Aspects - Summary

So far we have dealt with bare existential consimas from the syntactic point of view. Let
us sum up this area under examination. First, anoemb on the amount of bare existentials
within the whole sample of existential clausesolm sample of 200 examples of existential
sentences there occur 114 bare existential cotiingc which accounts for 57% of the
sample. In our attempt to explain the rather higigdiency of bare existentials two important
points must be recognised. First, the sample @laation of sentences extracted from fiction.
The character of literary language helps to undadstchoices made in stylistic means of
expression. We think it safe to say that one ofabeomplishments sought by a writer of
literary prose is the creation of a dramatic eff&¢e believe that bare existential constructions
appertain to the inventory of means through whicliramatic effect may be achieved.
Sentences like

51. If only there aren’t more strikes! (L47)
52. There was a pause (Ch98)
53. There were new curtains — and the carpets6(F12

create tension of expectation as the reader’s taiteis fully turned towards the presented
phenomenon (in our examples towandsre strikesa pausenew curtains and the carpéts

In example 51 the dramatic effect is heightenethieyuse of the exclamation mark. Variations
of example 52 often appear; especially to evokeath@sphere of sudden stillness following
some emotional response of the characters invdlsiedck, surprise, compassion, etc.) or a
dramatic pause before an action e.g.
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54. There was a silencand then a sudden cackle of almost childish lergtelieved
the strain(Ch57)

The second important point that needs to be broughis the fact that a bare existential
construction does not necessarily have to be ‘barehe broad sense of the word. In our
sample of 114 existentials, 94 constructions cosepa modified head noun out of which 46
constructions comprise a head noun that is ratleavity modified (several means of

modification are combined), e.qg.

55. There are twmen _standing outside this shbwent on the blacksmith with ponderous

lucidity, “good tradesmem Greenford whom you all know, who will swear thhey

saw me from before midnight till daybreak and lafter in the committee-room of

our Revival Mission, which sits all night, we sas@ils so fast{Ch92)

In fact, rather an extensive piece of informatismput forward by the bare existential sentence
above. The postmodifying participle constitutes examdary predication comprising an
adverbial of place, so apart from the introductmintwo men into the narrative, there is
information about what they are doing and wherethen postmodification by apposition
reveals still more details about the men, viz. wthay do for a living, where they live, what
they did the day before, etc. It appears that earstential sentences/clauses (viz. structures
where there is no adverbial present in the maidipa¢ion) are most often employed not only
to introduce a phenomenon onto the discoursal s@@néostulate the existence of some
entity’), but also they are often utilised to copvather detailed additional information about
the presented phenomenon by means of modificapostihodification mainly). To make
further conclusions we would need to compare ondifigs with data from analyses of
samples from another field of discourse, e.g. sifiemvriting*®. Our estimation would be that
a literary sample as the one we have collectedhi®mpurpose of this study displays a higher

frequency of bare existential constructions conmpgisa simple NP (the equivalent of

“® There is a forthcoming diploma dissertation corapl to this study analysing scientific texts, Bedec, P.
“Syntactic and FSP Aspects of Existential Constamct(unpublished diploma dissertation), Charlesvédrsity,
Prague
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ontological sentences as explained above) dueeio pbwer to create dramatic effect. In our
sample they represent 6% (12 instances) of alkentisl constructions. The seemingly small
number substantially increases when sentences ngpsimple modification are figured in.
Sentences where the head noun/pronoun is modifiea $ingle prepositional phraséhere
was help at hang by a single adjectiveTfere was a longer silencéhe same as sentences
with the subject noun phrase constituted by a giiemand a headThere aren’'t enough
wordg appear to perform the same dramatic effect as pear existential sentences. After
taking instances exemplified above into accoung, mlmmber increases by 23 instances —
altogether there are 35 instances carrying out wieahave characterized as dramatic effect,

which forms 17.5% of the whole of our sample.

The complex NP in bare existentials, on the otladhwould be employed to the same extent
as in e.g. academic prose due to its capacity nwegpa great deal of information within one
structure. However, this is by no means concluaive only by relating our results to results
of analogous analyses carried out on samples fradiffarent style of writing (academic
prose, e.g.), may provide us with an insight ifte ttilisation of bare existential construction
from the syntactic point of view. Bare existentiism the viewpoint of FSP will be discussed

next.

8.1.2.FSP Structure

The main communicative purpose of an existentiahstoiction is believed to be the
introduction of a phenomenon into the discourse.n&fed to add that it is an instrument for
presenting a new phenomenon that is realized bybges (‘subject proper’ or ‘notional
subject’ in existential constructions). As the ®abjis normally positioned to the left of the
verb, it is disposed to be theméfica language needs to have some instruments fioality

a rhematic subject at its disposal. The existegtalstruction is one of such instruments (for

“"n his discussion on pronominalization, Bolinderstrates the extremely high expectation of ascibio be
thematic when he compares structires. Johrandhim ... JohnHe explains that the former is far more usual
due to the expectation of topicality in subjectsamtrast to objects that do not carry such ana=sgien.
Following the same line of argument he commentsithédne exampl@he moment he arrived, John was
recognizable‘John’ and ‘he’ are analysed to have the sanereet since a new, unknown element is not
expected in the position of the subject, thus ‘Jéhimterpreted as a reintroduced thematic elemdmnth has
already been established in the text. In the mositf the subject “it is least likely to compel tinéerpretation
‘someone else’.” (1979: 305-306)
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the list of all bare existential constructions ahdir FSP pattern see Appendix llic). This

presupposes the subject proper is a context-indiepe¢lement.

Among 114 bare existentials, 107 instances (93.8%play the expected FSP pattern, viz.

Theme — transition (=verb) — rheme: the notionéject constitutes the rheme, cf.

56. There was help at hand (G175)

Theme proper(Therd —transition (wag —rheme (helpat hang*®

107 instances of the regular FSP pattern, vizntit®mnal subject constitutes the rheme (T — Tr
— R/S) include 8 interrogative sentences/clausdschware going to be discussed in due

course.

7 instances display rhematic verb. Out of thesepdtain thematic notional subject due to
three different contextual circumstances (see d&on below). 3 contain not only a rhematic

verb but also a rhematic notional subject.

Table 5
FSP PATTERN Number of instances/
Percentage
T —Tr(V) — R(S) | Interrogative 8 107 / 93.9%
Other 99
T(S) — Tr/ R(V) | Second instance level 1 |7/6.1%
Answer to question 1
Thematic NS 2
Rhematic NS 3
Total 114 /100%

8 The prepositional phrase handis interpreted as a postmodifying element, a séimaquivalent of
‘immediate’, cf. adduced variation of the senterideere was immediate help
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8.1.2.1. T(S)-Tr/ R(V) Pattern

We will open our commentary on the results withscassion regarding the pattern containing
rhematic verb. In these structures, the transitiefe@nent (realized by the véfpenters either
the rhematic or the thematic section and thus #rb implements two FSP functions at the
same time.

Let us now examine circumstances in which sentedegsdaying T(S) — Tr/ R(V) pattern

occur.

1. First, there is a special contextual circumstanben a sentence (in our case an existential
sentence) functions at the so-calktond instance leverhen all elements in the structure
are context-dependent except one, which is “singl&dfor special attention (usually for the
sake of heavy contrast) and functioning as a oement rheme”(Firbas 1965: 17%)This
happens, for example, when a sentence is repedthth & short span of text and in the
repeated sentence one of the elements is carryiegn&rast which makes that element
momentarily context-independent. This is best toilhsstrated by an example from our
sample. What follows is one of possible interpietet and we realize there is a high degree of
potentiality present. However, we believe the exancpn serve well as an illustration of what
can be considered a second instance level. Asaiextual factor is decisive in these cases,
we present the example within a larger span of; tdwd two instances are indicated by a

number in bold, cf.

56. “ The game-keeper, Mellors, is a curious kihgerson,” she said to Clifford, “he
might almost be a gentleman.”
“Might he?” said Clifford. “I hadn’t noticed.”
“(1) But isn’t there something special about him?” Cerinsisted.”
“I think he’s a quite nice fellow, but | know velitle about him. He only came out

of the army last year, less than a year ago. Fratia] | rather think. He may have

9 More precisely the transition is realized by tamporal and modal exponents of the finite verthe=TMEs
(Firbas 1965: 170, 1992: 18) as we have alreadyidt®d above. In existential constructions thedwoponents
of verb, viz. the notional and the categorial comgat mostly merge.

*° For a definition of the second instance level seogs see also Svoboda 1981: 4
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picked up certain tricks out there, perhaps he waasofficer's servant, and
improved on his position. Some of the men were tikat. But it does them no
good, they have to fall back into their old pladean they get home again.”
Connie gazed at Clifford contemplatively. She savim the peculiar tight rebuff
against anyone of the lower classes who might b#yrelimbing up, which she
knew was characteristic of his breed.

“But don’t you think(2) there is something special about Rinshe asked.
“Frankly, no! Nothing | had noticed.” (L28)

In the first instance — most of sentences operatieis contextual level, which Svoboda calls
ordinary instance levelSvoboda 1981: 4) — the verb fulfils the FSP mfi¢ransition, see the

FSP pattern of the sentence:

But isn’t there something special about him?
T (there—Tr (But isn‘) —R (something special about him

In the second instance all elements are contexérlgmt but the verh which can be
interpreted as a carrier of a contrast indicatimg meaningBut don’t you think something
special about him really exi&dn speech, the intonation nucleus would fall lo& verb, cf.
But don’t you think something there IS somethingcsp about hif? The verb enters the
rhematic section while the rest of the elementshHaacome thematic due to the context, i.e.

due to the same sentence predecessor in the prgdedt, cf. the FSP pattern:

[...] there is something special about him?

T (there something special about him)#R (is)

2. A similar contextual situation arises in an aeswo a question, where the information

known from the question is either repeated or (nudten) ellipted and only one element (the

°1 Any of the sentence elements may be singled ontcasentarily rhematic, in example 56 it appearsadhe
verb.
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one providing the reader/listener with the requiretbrmation) is thus rhematic. In our
sample, one such instance occurs, cf.

57. Was there some delicate way he could ask?
There was not(F143)

Since the whole of the question is repeated (aad\th being so activated that it is understood
without saying and consequently ellipted), the omigw information brought into the
communication is the negative particle ‘not’. Instisircumstance the temporal exponent and
the personal ending of the verb constitute thestt@m while the negative polarity constitutes
the rheme, cf. the FSP pattern:

There was not
Theme (Therg —Tr/R (wasnot)

We treat the two above-illustrated contextual gitmes as two distinct ones, in which we
follow Firbas who observes, “The second instangellsentence and answers to questions do
not occur on the same level of contextual deperale(ithis is borne out by the fact that
questions themselves may pass into second insfangeBoth, however, bring one element
into a strikingly distinct relief.” (1965: 175).

In our sample there occurs one instance repreggifie second instance level sentence
(example 1), and one instance concerning an answequestion (example 2), in both it is the

verb that is brought to the foreground, and henecetfoning as the rheme.
3. Then there is a small group of two sentencet dbatain a context-dependent notional
subject (without operating on the second instaegellor being an answer to a question), and

thus the verb having no successful competitorstttates the rheme, cf.

58. “By George!” cried Flambeau; “here is the plaager all! Here is Reed Island, if

ever there was onélere is Reed House, if it is anywhere.” (Ch81)
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TrPrO (if ever) — theme proper(therg —rheme (wag — diatheme (ong

4. Finally, there are three sentences that comtematic verb and rhematic notional subject.

The verb is contrasted and hence constitutes traetproper, cf.

59. “A person can’'t be quite alone in a street@sd before she receives a letter. She
(1) can’t be quite alone in a street when she stadading a letter just receiveq?)

There must be somebody pretty near hermust be mentally invisible.” (Ch71)

In (2) the verb ‘must’ stands in contrast to the verb *tam (1) as well ‘alone’ is contrastive
to ‘somebody near’. The two structures are paralle to another and there is analogical
distribution of CD: a person CAN'T be quite alonghere MUST be somebody pretty near
her?

To reconcile all the arguments and observationsepted above, let us make a tentative
conclusion closing the section on the T(S) — TWR{attern.

On the grounds of what has been presented aboappéars that four different contextual

circumstances prompt such a pattern within an exigtl construction to arise. First, an

existential construction operates at the seconthniee level (all elements are context-
dependent but the verb), second, an existentiataastion constitutes an answer to a question
(all elements are context-dependent but the vetb)d, the notional subject is context-

dependent and thus the verb having no successiuypetitor becomes foregrounded. Finally,

the verb is contrasted and together with the N@rofexistential construction it forms the

rhematic section of the sentence within which teg\constitutes the rheme proper.

8.1.2.2. T-Tr(V)—-R(S) Pattern

An overwhelming majority of bare existentials witrour sample (107 instances / 93% out of
114 bare existentials) displays the regular FSRepatviz. T — Tr(V) — R(S). The result
expectedly sustains the claim that the main functiba bare existential construction is one of

52 Compare with Czech translation, &tlo muselbyt moc blizko u ni” where the interpretation loé tverb (its
TME) as a rhematized element (the rheme propénglisated by italics.
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presentation and that the presented phenomendre(dynamic semantic role of the notional
subject in these constructions) constitutes theneheAt this point it seems important to
examine the nature of the notional subject from wmewpoint of context dependence.
Although invariably rhematic, perhaps it exhibitsances that may reveal details about the
nature of NS in bare existential constructions. was suggested above, constructions
displaying the regular FSP pattern will not comgréscontext-dependent notional subject (in
which case the verb loses its competitopasses into the theme and the information streictu
gains the T(S) — Tr/R(V) character). At the sammetiour examination of the degree of
contextual retrievability revealed that not all inofal subjects in T — Tr — R(S) structures

display complete context independence. Table 6Abslows the results:

Table 6

NS Number of instances
|/ percentage

Context-dependent --

Heterogeneous 69 / 64.5%

Context-independent 38/35.5%
Total 107 / 100%

Out of 107 bare existentials displaying the T —TR(S) pattern there are 69 constructions
(64.5%) where the noun phrase constituting the N8prises some context-dependent
elements (= heterogeneous NS) and 38 construcii8f$%) comprising only context
independent elements (= context-independent NS miple 60 below illustrates the former,
example 61 the latter. In example 1 the head neuconstituted by a context-independent
noun which is postmodified by means of a contenminal clause comprising context-
dependent elements, vihe her, her blindnessIn example 61 all elements in the NP
constituting the NS are context-independent. Thterdillustrated by example 61) is by far

less frequent in our sample than the former (exarfp).

*3 The concept of competition in FSP terminology barfound in Firbas 1965, 1992: 41-66. The metaphor
competition is based on the centrality of the wghlich either has successful competitors, i.e. etgshat can
override it in degree of CD, or not. Successful petitors of the verb constitute the rheme.
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60. There was a pause, and the priest went ongendle and even broken voice.
“Whether or not that devil deliberately made hdndb there is no doubt that he
deliberately killed her through her blindnefs.]” (Ch98)

61. Dr. Grogan reached out and poked his fire. ‘kifew more about the fossils out
there on the beach than we do about what take platet girl's mind._There is a
clever German doctor who has recently divided neHaha into several types
[...]" (F119)

Our observations can be squared with DuSkova’'sareBeconcerning the role of definiteness
in FSP. When examining themes and rhemes as taomaextual dependence is concerned, she
observes, Givenness or newness (contextual boundness or owndbess) of an item is
[thus] rather a matter of degree than a strict ditbmy. It constitutes a separate level distinct
from the theme-rheme structure. This is evideninftbe fact that although new items are
predisposed to function in the rhematic section gien items as thematic elements, in the
case of composite themes and rhemes new and ¢gres are often intermingled. In general,

in the text under study, intermingling of new andeq items is more characteristic of the

rheme than of the them@&his is in fact the predominant type of the rhe@&99: 292-35*

We can add that our examination of heterogeneithé@mes revealed that it might be achieved

through a variety of means, the following are frexgjuones:

A/ context-dependent head noun + context-independent modification, cf. example 62

with ellipted head noun

62. There are some men who are consoled by thetigdathere are women less
attractive than their wives; and others who arentediby the knowledge that there

are more attractivG131)

B/ semantically incomplete head noun + specifying modification comprising

context-dependent elements, cf.

*¥ The underlining is mine; it highlights the outcomest relevant for the present study.
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63. [...] but there were other waghe could get to her hougg163)

64. There’s somethinghave to do. (G172)

C/ context-independent negative determiner + context-dependent head noun/NS, cf.
example 66 below

D/ context-independent focalizer + context-dependent head noun/NS, cf. example 65

below.
Upon closer examination of information structuréhivi heterogeneous NS in T — Tr —R, we
find that even though it includes some context-depat elements, the concept that it

expresses is new for the reader; it is introducesheas the whole, cf.

65. There was a curious warning pleading in his&@i39)

In T — Tr — R(S) structures, if a notional subjegpressing a concept already known occurs,
there is a strong indication that marks the NS aarger of the highest degree of CD: either
by means of a focalizer, cf.
66. There is onlyhis one canoe (Ch87)
or by means of a negative determiner, cf.
67. Though Connie did want childreih only to fortify her against her sister-in-law
Emma. But early in 1918 Clifford was shipped homeashed, and there was no

child. (L6)

As for the focalizer, it signals the rheme and teusn though the following NS is context-

dependent, the focalizer raises it into the rhesmsgction (see example 66 above where ‘this
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one canoe’ is contextually bound and focalizer yomheaning ‘this one and not any other’
elevates it into the rheme).

As for the negative determiner (= negative focusicamator NegFocR) it “is usually
rhematic signalising a special kind of contextuabehdence” (Firbas 1965: 17%)In 4
instances out of 17 negative NPs (displaying hgemeous NS in T — Tr — R(S) structures),
the head is context-depend®rand the negative constitutes the rheme propeettieg they
constitute a heterogeneous NS). In the rest oftance¥, the NS displays a small degree of
contextual dependence that derives either fromshintthe preceding context or from a
broader situation into which it is embedded.

8.1.2.3. Focalizer

Let us make a note on the occurrence of focalierdist of sentences comprising a focalizer
see Appendix llle). There are 10 instances commisi focalizer within our sample of 200
existential constructions, 9 occurrences of foeaizamong bare existentials and 1 among
existentials with adverbial. In 6 instances theafzer immediately precedes the rheme (cf.
example 68 below), in 2 instances it stands betveemodal/auxiliary and the main verb (cf.
example 69) and in 1 instance it is set within si@®@sive rhematic section where it signalises

the rheme proper (cf. example 70) again immedigisdgeding it.

68. There waseven (ocaizeny @ remote relationship with the Drake family (heme)
(F106)

69. a/ [...] till there ha@vensocaiizery COMea Whisper of insanity shemey (Ch89)

b/ There migheven focaiizery bereal men neme)in the next phase (L29)

°5 See footnote 32

%6 Indeed, the concept that is being negated neeusvi®been introduced into the discourse earliésor
existence is presupposed (and thus activated dtersdistener’'s mind) before it can be negatedeast this is
how we understand the concept of ‘signalising ispp&ind of contextual dependence’ by a negative
particle/determiner.

>’ See examples 6, 32, 34, and 44 in our analysiseAqix Ilid

%8 For the list of the negative bare existential tareions (displaying T — Tr — R pattern) see Apgignlld
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70. [...] there issomething rather dangerous standing on these highlgreseven
(focalizer) to pray (rheme properiCh94)

There are 4 expressions functioning as focalizetshd within our sample, vizonly (4
instances)even (4 instances)just (1 instance)first of all (1 instance). In our sample, the
focalizerevendisplays highest variability in sentence positibable 7 summarizes the results:

Table 7

Expression Position Number

Just Immediately preceding the rhemé

Only Immediately preceding the rheme!

Even Immediately preceding the rhemd
Between modal/auxiliary and the
main verb
Within the rheme signalising thel
rheme proper

First of all Immediately preceding the rhemd

The position immediately preceding the focused itexs been generally acknowledged to be
the most frequent one (Duskova 1994: 473) andthksone causing least ambiguity regarding
the item in focus (Quirk et al. 1985: 605-606). \Mhehe focalizer resumes a position
different from the one immediately preceding theuged item, a space for ambiguity may
develop. In speech, intonation clearly resolvefityriting contextual circumstances usually
indicate what item is brought into the foregroundtbe focalizer (Quirk et al. 1985: 606).
This is certainly true of the example 69 b/ abdwee the context see our analysis, Appendix I),
however two possible readings of what item(s) mayrberpreted as the focused one(s) have
been identified in the example 69a/. First, theafzer highlights only the noun phrase;

second, the noun phrase is highlighted along vii¢ghnbain verb that gains prominence due to
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the presence of the focalizer immediately in frohit (the context and commentary regarding
this particular focalizer to be found in our an&éy#\ppendix I).

As far as types of expressions are concerfiest, of all primarily functions as a linking
element, i.e. a means of connecting sentencesairitwger whole and thus facilitating the
organization of a teXt while the rest of the expressions function prifyads focusing
adverbs.

Finally, it should not escape our attention that8ninstances out of 10 the focalizer
immediately precedes the item in focus. We migbkksan explanation in the attempt to avoid
ambiguity, an observation which is perhaps undeuinby the fact that our sample consists
of examples extracted from literary language ckdéte authors such as William Golding or
D. H. Lawrence and where (unless used deliberatetyin a pre-thought way to achieve a

desired effect in the reader) potential ambiguiteimterpretation would be skilfully avoided.

8.1.2.4. Preliminary Notes on FSP Treatment of Questions

Before the presentation and subsequent discusgitimearesults, we need to introduce the
issue of questions into the framework of FSP. Qaestpresent a specific problem on the
level of functional sentence perspective. It consdahe prosodic means of FSP, specifically
the congruence between the rheme proper and theaitidn nucleus. When approaching the
information structure in a question, linguists néeaonsider what part stands for the rheme
proper. Mathesius (in H&pva 1976: 300, fn. 3) observed that inva-question, thewh-
expression represents the rheme proper sincendstar the information that is unknown to

the inquirer. The rest of the question is then thirsince it is presupposed, cf.

71. But whowas there in those hardly inhabited flats to muedgybody? (Ch96)

%It is not unusual that a primarily linking exprssfunctions as a focalizer, for exampleg, again equally,

etc. (DuSkova 1994: 474). There is a monograploonding expressions, see Konig 1991. For a detailed

treatment and classification of focusing adverbsyfing subjuncts in their terminology) see Quirkle1985:
604-612.
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Anyone who asks the question above is aware ofattethat there was a murder and that it
took place in ‘hardly inhabited flats’. yes-noquestions it is the polarity that represents the
rheme proper as it also points towards the infolwnainknown to the inquirer, the rest of the

question (as well as mwh-questions) is presupposed and thus thematic, cf.

72. [...] isthere any foundation to the rumour that we magréain hopes of an heir to
Wragby? (L42)

When the questions are confronted with their respeceplies, the information covering the
question word constitutes the rheme proper in b tepa wh-question and the same applies to
the polarity of the finite verb in a reply toyas-noquestion. Mathesius’ view was adopted by
Ktizkova (1968). The problem of such interpretatiests in the fact that the supposed rheme
proper of a question does not necessarily coinerdb the intonation nucleus: in neutral
(unmarkedwh-questions it does not occur on the question waordgeutralyes-noguestions it
does not coincide with the finite verb. This wasnped out by Dane$ (1949 in Firbas 1974:
31, fn. 69%°. Following the same line of argument and strorighieving that the prosodic
factor is firmly established in the system of mednat enable to assess the information
structure of a sentence, Jan Firbas examined di®egon further. He suggested that in order to
understand the information structure of a questsord in consequence its meaning in the act
of communication), “not only the speaker’s pointwaéw, but also that of the listener (the
prospective informant) must be taken into accoufitbas 1974:31). This new viewpoint
helps us realize that a question fulfils two prpatifunctions in communication and that is
first the indication of what information the ingeir needs (the question word imh-
guestions/the finite verb ipes-noquestions) and second the indication from whasmestive

Is the respective answer to be approached. leiséicond function that is accompanied by the

intonation centre and that establishes the rherapeprof the question. “In accordance with

%0 K¥izkova was aware of the incongruence between theodic and non-prosodic means of FSP. She offered a
explanation on rhythmical grounds with the reméwdt t'the placement of intonation nucleus in questiis more

or less mechanical and it has nothing to do witR'H&968: 202). The problem of FSP in questions alas
examined by Hafiova (1976) who focused amh-questions. She also observes that in unmarkedigngshe
intonation nucleus can be placed either orvthavord (and then in her view the rest of the quesisorontext-
dependent) or it can fall on the “last lexical ufithe question” (303) and then this unit constisithe rheme
proper of the question. Further she explores theswéidentifying degrees of CD in other questiomstituents

and she comes to a conclusion that the identiinatomplies with the same criteria as in declaeasivuctures.
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the requirements of the context, any element withi& question may become the rheme
proper. The offered solution establishes a coimudebetween the bearer of the intonation
centre (the most important prosodic feature) ane biearer of rheme proper” (ibid).
Elaborating on this line of inquiry further, Firbpsinted out that the question word actually
points to the rheme proper the same way as focusdgerbs or the negative
particle/determiner. Consequently he assigns thestqpn word the FSP role of ‘question
focus anticipator, QFocA’ and at the same timedlgnent presenting the angle from which
to approach the potential reply constitutes theméhgropet’. In yes-noquestions, the FSP
roles of focus anticipator and transition are wiged into one and performed by the verb
(1992: 97-102).

8.1.2.4.1. Questions — Results

In our sample 9 questions occur out of which 8 ramong bare existentidfs Altogether
there are 4vh-questions (out of which there is 1 instance of@atential construction with an
adverbial) and yes-noguestions. Apart from the mayes-nogquestion category, there are two
subcategories, viz. declaratiyes-noquestion (1 instance) and rhetorigais-noquestion (1

instance). Table 8 summarizes the results:

Table 8

Type of Type of question

existential

construction Wh-Questions | Yes/No Declarative Rhetorical
Questions Yes/No Yes/No

Questions Question

Bare existential | 3 3 1 1

Existential with | 1 0 0 0

adverbial

®1 Focus anticipators are by nature rhematic andstaiso the reason why the second element isreef¢o as
the rheme proper, which is a category relevant aign the rhematic section comprises more compsnent
%2 For the list of all questions and their FSP patago to Appendix IIIf
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Let us now demonstrate the application of Firbasalproach to assessing the FSP structure in
questions on two examples of interrogative exigébnstructions, avh-question (example

73) and ayes-noquestion (example 74):

73. But it was all a dream [...] No substance todreanything.... no touch, no contact!
Only this life with Clifford, this endless spinnirgg webs of yarn, of the minutiae
of consciousness, these stories Sir Malcolm sadetlivas nothing in, and they
wouldn’t last. Why should there be anything in thevhy should they last? (L18)

The question word signals interrogativity and psitdwards the rheme proper in that it
activates the reader’s attention and creates thesgthere of anticipation of what is to come.
The rheme proper is constituted by the carrierh& piece of information that tells the

addressee from what angle he/she is expected vadprthe required answer. For example, the
form Why?alone is not sufficient for the addressee to wtded what to reply, he/she needs
to be told Why (QFocA)— what (rheme proper). Themle proper (and consequently the FSP
of the question) is then determined “by the sames laf interplay as the FSP of a declarative
sentence. Any element of the question can conveRRIPR (question focus) provided it is not

prevented from doing so by a successful competi{itbas 1992: 98)

In the sentence above (example 73) the verb opeesa transitional element between the
thematic sectiontierg and rhematic sectiorwhly anything in thejn The notional subject
realized by the indefinite pronoumr(ything stands in contrast to the indefinite pronoun
(nothing from the preceding sentence and as such is eicafran intonation nucleus of the

whole and constitutes the rheme proper of the @qrédtcf. the FSP pattern below:

QFocA (Why) —transition (should)-theme (there) —rest of transition (be) —rheme

proper (anything) —rest of the rheme(in them)

% In our interpretation, the prepositional phrasetagtically functions as postmodification and tiousthe FSP
level it constitutes one unit together with its the@he issue of prepositional phrases followingeachis
discussed below, see pp. 77-81
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74. “Do you lock the hut when you're not here?”
“Yes, your Ladyship.”
“Do you think I could have a key too, so that ulbsit here sometimes?
Are there two keysqL31)

In the yes-noquestion above (74) the verb fulfils both the rolefocus anticipator and
transition. The noun phrase comprises a numeratdea head noun that is context-dependent
(see the preceding questioRo you think | could have a kego [...]?’) and thus it is the

numerative constitutes the rheme proper, cf.

QfocA/Transition (Are) —theme (there) -rheme proper (two) —rest of the rheme(keysf*

8.1.2.4.2. Questions — Summary

In FSP analyses of questions (above) we have tmieghply the Firbasian approach that takes
both the inquirer’'s and the informant’s perspectiie consideration. The category of QfocA
seems particularly useful: though in its naturemrhagc, its main FSP function is to point
towards the rheme proper which is then identifigdnibeans of an interplay of linearity,

semantics, context and intonation.

8.2.Existential construction with adverbial(s)

In our sample of 86 existential constructions vatlverbials there occur 46 sentences/clauses

with an adverbial placed finally, 14 sentences/tsuwith an adverbial placed initially, and 8

® The illustration of the FSP pattern as we chogeatlittle misleading in that it shows the rhepneper and the
rest of the rheme as 2 units. In fact, phraseghing in thenandtwo keydunction as one unit. The scheme is to
show explicitly the rheme proper of the distriba@bfield. In our analyses, however, we prefertezfollowing
depiction:Transition (Are) —theme (there —rheme (two key¥?

!

rheme proper
The label fest of the rhemeé was used in patterns where discontinuous postiication is involved, e.gTheme

proper (there —transition (is) —rheme (a long seat— diatheme (there under the veranfla-rest of the rheme
(where we can smoke out of the pain
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sentences/clauses with an adverbial in medial iposit Moreover, there are 18
sentences/clauses that comprise more than onebéalv@ut of these, 16 sentences contain 2

adverbials, and 2 sentences contain 3 adverbialgble 9 below summarises the results:

Table 9
Existential Position Initial Medial | Final More Total
construction Adverbials
with Number of | 14 8 46 18 86
adverbial(s) instances |16.3% |9.3% |53.5% | 20.9% 100%

An adverbial identified amitial stands in the position preceding existerttigre cf.

75. On one dapqy) there was a long excursion to Sidmouth (F113)

Medial adverbial is such an adverbial that follows thebvend at the same time precedes the

subject noun phrase, cf.

76. [...] there lay_behind himaqy) all those years of thought, speculation, self-
knowledge. (F140)

Our criterion for afinal adverbial is to occupy the position following thead of the
subjective noun phrase. There are two alternatbgasplying with the criterion. First, the

adverbial follows both the head and its modificatiof. example 77

77. There came a sharp scregg) from by the south west pillakqy) (G164)

Second, the adverbial is placed after the head onbtime NS but it is followed by an element

postmodifying the head and hence a discontinuoasmpmlification arises, cf. example 78

% All existential sentences/clauses with adverbja(s listed (including the FSP role of the advai(s)) in the
Appendix lllg.
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78. There is talkys) in the townagyy of committing you to an institutioms). (F135)

In our sample, out of 62 final adverbials 18 appeathe position following the head but

preceding either the postmodification or a conjaind multiple NS (2 instances), cf.

79. There was sinful pridgs)in thataqy), but also loyalty and serviggs). (G161)

In these 18 examples where the scene-setting etegpnecedes the postmodifying one, the
FSP principle overrides the grammatical principlbe grammatical ordering of elements
prompts the postmodifying element immediately tiofe its head noun and the conjoints of a
multiple notional subject to occur together (linkeither asyndetically or with a conjunction)
without any disrupting element in between them. TR8P principle prompts the
informationally most dynamic element to be placedlfy, which is the underlying force in
the arrangement of elements in the two examplesealibe postmodificatiocommitting you

to an institutionand conjointdoyalty and servicearry the highest degree of CD.

Each of the categories (viz. initial, medial, finalill be discussed in detail and attention will
be also paid to sentences comprising more adverhiat us now relate the results to what is
generally assumed about adverbials in existentiabttuctions and discuss some interesting
facts revealed by the figures. First, tables wehbuits regarding the position and the FSP
functiorf® of adverbials need to be presented. Table 10 sisewtences with one adverbial
according to the position of the adverbial. Eachifpan (initial, medial, final) is then split into
subcategories according to the dynamic semantictifums of the adverbial in the particular

position. Each of these subcategories shows théeuaf respective instances.

% |n the tables we present the dynamic semantidifume of adverbials. As has already been explaiimed,
existential constructions the dynamic semantie oflsetting relates to the FSP function of thencbtae
dynamic semantic role of specification relatesh®rheme proper.
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Table 10 Sentences with one adverbial

Position Number | FSP Number | Total
Initial 14 Setting 10 68
TrPrO 4
Medial 8 Setting 6
TrPro 2
Final 46 Setting 35
TrPro 1
Specification 10

Table 11 below applies to sentences where more thran adverbial occurred. In 18
sentences/clauses (15 sentences with 2 adverBiaksntences with 3 adverbials), there is a
total of 39 adverbials. These are then shown aguwgrid the same key as adverbials in table
10.

Table 11 Sentences with more adverbials

Position

Number

FSP

Number

Total

Initial

13

Setting

TrPro

Medial

10

Setting

TrPro

Specification

=l A o] o &

Final

15

Setting

38

TrPro

Specification

Finally, all occurring adverbials in our samplegithposition and dynamic semantic roles are
summarized in Table 12 below.
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Table 12 Total of all adverbials

Position Number FSP Number | Total
Initial 271 25.5% | Setting 14 106 / 100%
TrPro 13
Medial 18/ 17% Setting 11
TrPro 6
Specification 1
Final 61/57.5% | Setting 46
TrPro 1
Specification 14

8.2.1.Final adverbial

Occurrence of adverbials in existential sentensessually ascribed to the need of expressing

a background against which a phenomenon is presesfte

80. There was a cloth on the pavement at his #gtand he scraped carefully at the

lump of stone. (G153)

Here a phenomenora (cloth) is introduced into the narrative and the advérfomn the
pavement at his féedepicts the scene in which the phenomenon % set

In such cases, the adverbial usually appears ial foosition in the sentence and after
existentialthere (which is by nature informatively the least dynamlement and constitutes
the theme proper of the whole) carries the lowegree of CD (DuSkova 1998: 37, 1999a:

257)%8 The adverbial then operates in the FSP role dheiae (= carries the highest degree of

%7 In the example 80 above, interestingly, the wieolistential construction is employed to descrilseene on
the background of which an action [scraping atnadwf stone] is presented. It serves to describaesy in a
narrative; it presents a phenomenon which immegiatecomes a part of a larger scene as the adjalzrge is
perspectived towards an action (set on the backgrdepicted by the existential construction).

% See also Firbas who in a discussion of presentagatences (sentences comprising a verb of
existence/appearance on the scene) comments oattlre of an adverbial, “Under the circumstancesjn the
case of the most natural use of the structureadiverbial element carries known information (deslea
recoverable from the preceding context) and iimequence contextually dependent.” (1974: 18)
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CD within the thematic section) and in the dynasemantic role of a setting. In our sample in
the existential sentences with one final adverlwat, of 46 adverbials in final position 35 are
thematic functioning as a setting. In the sentendasre more adverbials than one occur (18
instances), out of 38 adverbials 15 were foundhéfinal position and out of these 11 function
as scene-setting elements. In the total of 106rathis, 62 (58.5%) occur in the final position
and out of these 46 (75.4% of all final adverbiatspstitute the scene of the existential
sentence. As for the static semantics, 39 of f@aerbials performing the dynamic semantic
role of a setting are adjuncts of place, then @iractg of time occur, and 1 adjunct of respect
(cf. There was a kind of a childish security in lookatgthe gamesee Appendix |, example
174).

Our results thus confirm that an adverbial in amstextial construction is mostly placed
finally and on the FSP level it operates in therthBc section in the dynamic semantic role of
a setting. Strong inclination of an adverbial ineatistential construction to constitute a scene
on the background of which a phenomenon is predeatborne out when all adverbials are
taken into consideration, i.e. regardless of tpesition; out of 106 adverbials in our sample,
71 (67% of all adverbials) operate within thematction as scene-constituting elements. Out

of these, 51 adjuncts of place, 19 adjuncts of tamel 1 adjunct of respect occur.

Final adverbials functioning in other dynamic setiarole than a setting are of considerable
interest: final adverbials as transition-propeented elements and final adverbials in the role
of specificatiofi’.

There is one instance of final adverbial functignas a transition-proper oriented element, cf.

81. there are the rococo excrescences — yours¢d¥es sayrero) (Ch62)

%9 Here we are confronted with a lexical gap in F&#ntnology: the terms ‘transition’ and ‘specificai are
applied both on the level of FSP roles (viz. thetrasition, rheme, specification) and on the lexfadlynamic
semantic roles (viz. setting, transition, presemieenomenon, specification). The term ‘specifigatie of
primary interest. On the level of FSP roles it des@n element that exceeds the rheme (the prdsente
phenomenon) in the degree of CD, on the level abdyic semantic roles it denotes an element thaifggse
circumstances under which a phenomenon is presantéthis specification is so informationally loddbat it
moves the communication in the sentence a steafanice. the sentence is perspectived towardsfasifying
element.
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Firbas understands sentence adverbs (in the exaammee style disjunf) as elements
functioning primarily in transitional section (19927-8). In the example above, the adverbial
is detached from the rest of the existential clalmgea comma and thus the relationship
between the verb and the adverbial is loose; annaegt that suggests the adverbial is not a
successful competitor of the verb (as in cases wthaligatorily complements it). Also it can
be agreed that the existential clause is not petise towards the adverbial (interpretation of
the adverbial as the carrier of the most importaiarmation in the whole seems implausible).
In consequence it cannot be interpreted as beiagatic. On the other hand, it is context-
independent and obviously it does not functionhim dynamic semantic function of a setting.
It is an element more dynamic than the thematistertialthereand at the same time it is less
communicatively important than the NS, and thussulescribe to Firbas’ view and treat it as a
transition proper oriented element, i.e. an elengmeéring together with the verb “into the

development of communication after the foundatiberfie) has been laid” (op. cit., 78).

8.2.2.Extended Presentation Scale

Perhaps a more interesting case is presented bl daverbials in the FSP role of rheme
(dynamic semantic function of specification). Theme 14 such adverbials found in our
sample (about 23% of all final adverbials). In b8tances there is only one adverbial in the
sentence present and invariably it is placed fynafter the whole of NS, in 4 instances the
final adverbial is accompanied by another adverloial of these there are 2 sentences/clauses
where the other adverbial(s) function(s) in anoth8P role(s) than specification (again the
specifying adverbial occupies the final positioldaing the whole of the NS) and 1 sentence
where there are two final specifying adverbialse(dollowing the head of the subject noun
phrase, the other placed after the whole of NSugiolg the postmodification).

Semantically, the existential sentence comprism@averbial in the FSP role of specification
signifies the extended presentation scale wherehangmenon is presented, but the

development of the communication is not complegedif common presentation structures): it

" Disjuncts are defined as adverbial elements riegmated into the sentence structure but in sceneing
over a sentence as a whole (Quirk et al. 1985:.&$)e disjuncts then comment on hoantents of the clause
to which they are attached are conveyed,l&élgnay say so without offencgour writing is immature(example
in Quirk et al. 1985: 615)
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is moved forward towards the adverbial that carsesie important specifying information
and exceeds the presented phenomenon (realizéw mptional subject) in the degree of CD,

cf.

82. Oh, if only there were other men to be WiBsented phenomenori0_fight that sparkling

electric Thing outside thergo preserve the tenderness of life, the tendsrmds

women, and the natural riches of degif.)(L38)

Here the concept obther men to be withs introduced into the narrative and then it is
specified; a phenomenon appears on the narratergesand then the purpose of its existence

is explained.

Let us now discuss the circumstances (grammatseahantic, contextual) under which the
extended presentation scale was employed in oumpleafffior the list of all sentences
displaying the extended presentation scale inctythe dynamic semantic roles of adverbials,

see Appendix IlIh).

Firstly, a degree of CD carried by the final advairis signalled as higher than that carried by
the notional subject by the complexity of the adhiedr phrase. In such a case the adverbial
involves a lot of new information about the phenaore presented (the details may be

temporal, locative or other), cf.

83. There is a plac@resented phenomenedOr there was before your day], on the south side

of the choirspecy Where the sun comes in, between some old bishdihe Provoste

Here the two adverbials specify the positionaoplaceand by providing the details about

where it is to be found, they move the communicatostep further than the presentation

alone. It is worth noticing that the complexity tfe adverbial is usually accompanied by

66



semantic incompleteness of the head in the suliech phrase. The final adverbial then
appears to complete the missing information. Ginailar example of this sort (and also see
the example offered in the introduction to illugtréhe structure of the extended presentation

scale),

84. There’s a kinshipresented phenomeno@MoNng men who have set by a dying fire and

measured the worth of their life byéhec) (G187)

Secondly, the adverbial acquires a higher degre€Dfthan the NS due to contextual

boundness of the head in the subject noun phrase, ¢

85. | believe the force in that blow was just thecé there is in earthquakggec) and
no force less. (Ch93)

In the examples above (85) the head of the sub@ah phrase is constituted by an omitted
relativethat The relative pronoun repeats the notion exprebgdtie antecedetite force In

consequence the relative is thematic (of course, dmission alone signalises context-
dependence par excellence) and the adverbial bexctimeeonly successful competitor of the
verb as it is context-independent and it complétesinformation structure of the existential
clause. We need to note that the context-dependeinttee NS in these examples is tied in

with the grammatical construction in which they oxci.e. relative adjectival clausé)
Thirdly, the adverbial is interpreted as more infationally loaded than the NS when it
changes the meaning of the existential clause witech it is incorporated. Three such

instances occur in our sample, cf.

86. there was no ultimate exit at all except thyrothis front door, which was quarded

by Ivan and the armoug¥pec)(Ch54)

" For more comments on the grammar of the clausespusr analysis in Appendix 1)
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87. There was a distinct stir in his 10i@gec) (F136)

In example 86 the adverbial cancels the negatiormeans of its semantic contents of
exception. In example 87 it determines the way N (stir) is interpreted since only the
meaning of the adverbial puts across the informatimt some kind of sexual sensation is
involved. This is best illustrated when we comptre meaning of the same sentence with
another adverbial of place, cf. the adduced exanijiere was a distinct stir in his stomach
Here not only the location die stiris changed, but also the meaning of the wholeesert—
which now suggests perhaps gastric unease, butiteéfi nothing of sexual sensation — is
shifted. See a similar example where the meaningetentence changes due to the context-

independent final adverbial

88. There was thunder in the offiggy, as in his heagtpecy (F127)

Next, an adverbial is interpreted as the elemenyicay the highest degree of CD when it is
brought into contrast with another element pregetite immediately relevant context and as
such it is interpreted as a carrier of the mostartgnt information (the example below
contains a specifying adverbial in medial positiins the only medial adverbial functioning

as specification found in our sample), cf.

89. There_neveyspec)have been more than fifteen waiters at this plagg(Ch60) and

there were no more than fifteen to-nigkgec)(Ch61)

Here the specifying adverbialsgver — to-nigh) are in contrast with one another and
moreover both of the notional subjects althoughnrdgc display a degree of context
dependence (for a larger stretch of context, seeaoalysis, Appendix I). Any sentence
element can be brought into the momentary contast it is an event accompanied by

prominence in intonation (we have encountered $ieicond instance sentences).
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Finally, our sample contains examples of presesraicale in which the adverbial is neither
contrasted, nor it is complex. The meaning of pregen is very pronounced yet the
adverbial is communicatively more dynamic than it due to its semantic contents which
may be amplified by contextual environment, cf.

90. there are gallows everywheggec)(G169)

91. For there had been no rain for a wegk.)(G160)

The sentence above (example 91) was introduced thr@onarrative to announce that a
significant change in weather occurred (there wgommy and steady rains before, see a
larger stretch of text in which the sentence isisetur analysis in the Appendix I). The new
information is carried by the negative and then teenmunication is completed by the
adverbial. The sentence then can be interpreté@iheese had noteen rain for all weeka
remarkable change compared to the prior weatheditons characterized by incessant

rainfall’.

Static semantic roles of adverbials occurring &esjgation in the extended presentation scale
are varied. Surprisingly, the adverbial of placedtioning as specification appears most often
(8 instances). Then there are 3 instances of ad@ttime (4 if the adverbial of frequency in

the medial position is added), 2 instances of ddakpf purpose, and 1 case of adverbial of

exception. Table 13 below summarizes the results:

Table 13

Final Static place |time | purpose | exception | Total
Adverbials in | semantics

Extended Number

Presentation | of 8 3 2 1 14
Scale instances

Summary

The number of occurrences of the extended presemtstale though not high is certainly not

negligible (7.5% of all 200 existential sentencéspldy the extended presentation scale). It
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appears to be employed in order to provide tworm#dional peaks in one structure. First, a
phenomenon is presented and then specificatioromiessort (temporal, locative, or other)
regarding the phenomenon presented follows. Exammaf the sentences displaying the
extended presentation scale showed that, as almaglyested, the factors determining the
nature of adverbial specification cannot be sowsglely in the static semantics of adverbials.
Our sample suggests that some static semantic mudgscontribute to our perception of an
adverbial as a specifying one more forcefully thahers, for example the adverbial of
exception or the adverbial of purpose. The adverbigexception by its nature alters the
previous meaning and hence brings new informatitm the communication. The adverbial of
purpose completes the development of communicétyoexplaining the intentions related to
the presented phenomenon. As we have shown abovellradverbials are so semantically
pronounced (the static semantic role are meantp aswequivocally signal the FSP role of
specification. A question arises in what respectpecifying adverbial is different from an
adverbial constituting a setting? In other wordsyldoes, for example, a context-independent
adverbial of place in the FSP role of specificatiliifer from a context-independent adverbial
of place in the FSP role of setting? In most gdnerans it may be claimed that interplay of
all FSP factors is involved in signalling the siyag character of a final adverbial. Our

observations suggest that the following aspectg @lale.

1. The context dependence of the NS and the comteependence of the final adverbial
provide for the most unequivocal interpretation thfe adverbial as a specification.
Grammatical/structural reasons may underlie suclestual situation (examples 85). In these
instances the presentation of a new phenomenonh@asmain function of existential
construction is subdued. While in other examplesxtended presentation scale the first
information peak is performed by the notional sabj¢he second by the adverbial, in these
two examples the first information peak is perfodni®y the verb, and hence the state of
existence is brought to prominence which is thempmeted by the adverbial (= the second
information peak). The question remains whethecdosider such structures as instances of
extended presentatiatale since there is not much of presentatiohemt Rather it appears
that since the existential construction is so tredvith a verb of existence, it is also selected

when the verb of existence needs to be emphasised.
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2. Next, the extended presentation scale arisesenthe adverbial is contrasted and the NS
displays a degree of context dependence (exampld B8 notional subject in these structures
carries a high degree of CD but due to the conptasted on the adverbial it is exceeded by

the contrasted element (the adverbial).

3. It appears that the semantics of the NS playdeain the way the final context-independent
adverbial is interpreted. We have observed thataséimincompleteness of the head can be
balanced by the final adverbial that provides dpetion to otherwise rather general notions

expressed by the notional subject (examples 83, 84)

4. The semantics of the final adverbial appeatsetsignificant for interpreting the adverbial
as a specifying one. Due to its semantic contenhtsither alters meaning of the whole
existential clause (examples 86, 87, 88) or it wes information that takes the

communication a step further than the presentatione (examples 90, 91).

Interestingly, the NS displays a gradual rise inteat independence from completely context-
dependent (situation 1 above) to partially contegpendent (situation 2 above) to completely
context-independent (situations 3 and 4).

8.2.3.Medial Adverbial

A medial adverbial occurs in three dynamic semargies, viz. setting, transition-proper
oriented element, and specification. There is dnlgstance of medial adverbial constituting
the rheme proper of the whole (specification) dué¢he contrast it carries; the instance was
discussed above (see example 89). Out of the uftdl8 medial adverbials (17% of all
adverbials), 11 (about 61% of all medial adverbiédsiction as settings and 6 (about 33% of
all medial adverbials) as transition-proper oridntelements. Transition-proper oriented
elements are usually realized by adverbs of frequewhose position is primarily medial,
hence it is conditioned grammatically, not functy, cf.

92.[...] there were alwayspro) people in the housger) (L19)
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As settings medial adverbials seem to acquiretaioceldegree of prominence in the medial
position due to the deviation from their typicad. ifinal position. The main motivation,
however, to place the scene-setting adverbial migdather than finally appears to be the
principle of end-weight; out of 11 medial settirgare followed by a complex subject noun
phrase, cf.

93. [The pantomime was utterly chaotic, yet nottemptible]; there ran through ey

a rage of improvisation which came chiefly from Gkdhe clown. (Ch65)

It should be mentioned that in one case the mesitiing is not constituted by an adverbial
phrase but by a prepositional object with locativeaning. This is due to the fact that the verb
in the existential construction is other than thenmon verhoe cf.

94. There pressed on Charjes) more than the common human instinct to preserve

personal identity (F139)

8.2.4.Initial Adverbial

Adverbials in initial position perform two FSP reletheme and transition. If thematic they
perform the dynamic semantic role of setting. Out2@ initial adverbials in our sample

(25.5% of the total of 106) there are 14 adverbiaietioning as settings (about 52 % of all
initial adverbials) and 13 as transition-properented elements (about 48% of all initial
adverbials). As we have already explained abouwatesee adverbs were invariably ascribed
the FSP role of transition-proper oriented elemehiisour sample two types of sentence
adverbs occur in the initial position: conjurfét&ind disjuncts, see example below of a
conjunct and disjunct respectively:

2 Conjuncts as well as disjuncts (for a commentisjurcts see note 70) are adverbials which aréntegrated
into to sentence structure (unlike adjuncts), bhictv primarily serve as linking expressions “conjog
independent units rather than ...contributing anotaeet of information to a single integrated uri@uirk et al.
1985: 631).
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95. Otherwiserpro) there were no near relatives. (L2)

96. Unfortunatelyt:pro) there was noyserya duenna present — Mrs Tranter's cook.
(F116)

A careful distinction had to be made where the same provided both for a conjunct and an

adjunct, compare examples below:

97. ThenTproythere is no common humanity between ugsalf (L48)

98. Thensey there was a spreading silence (G196)

In example 97 the worthenfunctions as a linking expression of inferentiature (Quirk et
al. 1985: 633, 635) while in example 98 it funcBoas an adjunct of time meaning

‘afterwards’ or ‘later’.

Adjuncts in the initial position were invariablyaibed the FSP role of theme, and hence the
dynamic semantic role of scene/setting. If contisgpendent they clearly connect the sentence
with preceding text (by ‘connecting’ a general giyabf cohesion is meant, not the particular

connecting function of conjuncts), cf.

99. In this uncountryser there was blue sky and light, consent and noGir86)

The passage preceding example 99 engages in nigsitnvésions of Father Jocelin, the main
protagonist of Golding’s novel. The mindscape @& frotagonist is poetically referred to as
‘uncountry’ by the author. In example 101 the notad this uncountrymakes a starting point
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for introducingblue sky and light, consent and no sind at the same time it connects the

existential construction with the preceding f&xt

If context-independent, the initial position besdgw communicative value of the adverbial

(see Firbas 1992: 49-59). Simply, an initial adia@rin an existential clause does not change
the perspective of the clause, which wends tow#ndsnotional subject, i.e. the presented
phenomenon. An existential construction with aniahicontext-independent adverbial and a
context-dependent NS did not occur in our sampleh& structure seems implausible, cf. the

adduced example below:

100. There was a friendly witch. In an unfriendlgd diouse there lived this friendly
witch.

The second sentence gives an impression of a wraroghposed structure. It is due to the
distorted FSP (viz. the most dynamic element plaoétlly) and also due to the misuse of
the existential construction. Employment of these&mtial construction creates a strong
anticipation of a phenomenon being presented dmeonarrative scene. This anticipation
remains unsatisfied in the adduced example abaé¢he subjective noun phrase does not

bring anything new element into the narrative.

Semantically, 10 adjuncts of time and 4 adjungblate occur in initial positions. This can be
explained by the inclination of the adjuncts to rape as scene-setting elements; a presented

phenomenon usually appears at a certain time acertain place.

8.3.Preliminary Notes on Potentiality

As it was already mentioned in the section treagiagtmodification, in certain circumstances
an adverbial element and a postmodifying elementecso close together that an unequivocal

interpretation is intricate. Some degree of indateacy is characteristic of language in

3 Interestingly, despite its context dependencechvis due to anaphorthis referring back to text, the element
carries some new information; the nonce word ‘umégticonveys the new feature to the reader byaead
unusual poetic coinage.

74



general and it is also present in the domain o€tional sentence perspective. In the present
study the phenomenon is referred topasentiality“. It arises in situations when a sentence
does not allow unequivocal interpretation regardtad-SP structure due to indeterminacy of
elements within a distributional field. In her sew (“Some thoughts on potentiality in
syntactic and FSP structure”), DuSkova detectsetliaetors that Firbas identified as those
causing potentiality in FSP. First, it is indetemaxcy in the semantic classification of the verb,
I.e. the verb either indicates existence/appearandde scene or not (both interpretations are
possible) and accordingly the predication eith&opuces a phenomenon on the scene, which
is then rhematic or the subject to which the pratabn is related is thematic as the verb carries
a lower amount of CD. Second, it is the scalariguaf context dependence that is reflected
in the phenomenon of co-referentiality; the fundatak question being whether a re-
expressed element carries some additional infoamatnd hence it should be treated as
(predominantly) context-independent or whether érely repeats the notion of its antecedent
without any additional information and thus beidgerhatic. Third, it is the length of the
retrievability span; since its borderlines are wotgar-cut a situation may occur when an

element is indeterminate regarding its membersiitipinvor outside the retrievability span.

In the present study, as already suggested, theealenvolved in most cases of potentiality is
a prepositional phrase (PP). Two linguistic sitoiagi in which a PP is a subject of
indeterminacy have been observed. First, it folldiws head of the subject noun phrase.
Second, it follows a participle. In the former, tingestion arises whether the PP functions as a
postmodifying element or as an adverbial elemeintthe example below where it may be
understood either as an adverbial of place or adtabutive element specifying the indefinite

pronoun:

101. [Father Brown was silent and motionless folf fza minute, then he said:
“Superstition is irreligious], but there is sometdpiin the air of this placé(Ch78)

" The term pays tribute to Mathesius who introduitéu his paper “On the Potentiality of the phenomef
language” (see Mathesius 1983) where he explatenpality as an outcome of “indeterminacy witspect to
the assignment of a point to one or two or evenencategories” (Duskova in “Some thoughts on poaditiiin
syntactic and FSP structure”, forthcoming). Firfile&92) works with termpotentialityandmultifunctionality
Svoboda (2005) adopted the temmltifunctionality The author of this study who drew on DuSkové&'pgaited
in this footnote decided to work with the tepotentiality,
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As regards the second case, the PP may be undkrasoan element within the scope of
participial predication, and hence a part of postifization’® or as an element within the main
predication of the existential sentence, cf. thibofang example where the prepositional
phrasdn the middlemay be interpreted as an element complementingdheiple (eft in the
middle or as an adverbial of place functioning on theeleof the main predicationn the

middle there was a wide space )eft

102. But there was still a wide space left in theldie for the lifting of stone and
wood. (G167)

One of the tasks of the present study is to camigilbo understanding the process of applying
the FSP theory to literary texts. The phenomenonagterminacy cannot be avoided in such
texts. In our analyses when we came across amuoesiaf indeterminacy, we always decided
one way or another; the same as the reader dodse liollowing sections we try to explain
why one or another decision was taken and we hidpecan demonstrate applicability of the

FSP theory in practice.

Since only four instances of a PP following a mp#te occur in our sample, they are
discussed only marginally and the main attentiopa&l to the instances comprising a PP

following the head in the subject noun phrase.

8.3.1.PP following a Participle

All 4 instances are treated uniformly, viz. the gositional phrase is regarded as operating
within the scope of the participle. Although we aweare of a possible double interpretation it
seems satisfactory to interpret them not as ind#gr@nadverbials functioning in the main

predication but as falling within the scope of tharticipial predication. In one case the
decision was substantiated by the nature of théicpde which standing alone without

complementation gives an impression of incompletenef.

> As has been already explained a participle intemt&l sentences is treated as a postmodifyinpeé. See
the section on participles above.
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103. There was a curious warning pleading in bise: (L39)
* In his voice there was a curious warning pleadi

* In his voice a curious warning was pleading.

Here the impossibility of moving the PP to theialiposition attests to its appurtenance to the
participial predication, and hence operating asm pf postmodification since adverbials in

the main predication display high flexibility in gion.

In another case the orthographic arrangement oéxistential sentence bore out our decision
to treat the PP as a part of participial predicatad. example below where the RBUnd this
open grave is placed together with the participiganding and thus its disposition to

complement the patrticiple is rather manifest:

104. “There are three headless men,” said Fathewmr“standing round this open
grave.” (Ch 75)

However, in two instances the level of indetermynée high. The PP is then treated as an
element complementing the participle just for th&esof consistency, cf. example 5 where
both interpretations (viz. PP operating as an dudakrin the main predication and PP
operating within the scope of the participle) ofsiPthe shed outside the north transepid

from the roof over the vauieem equally plausible:

105. There was a constant adzing going on in tkd sltside the north transept, and a

constant banging and thumping from the roof oventéwlt. (G162)

8.3.2.PP following the Head of a Subject Noun phrase

In our sample of 200 instances there occur 91 seatecomprising a prepositional phrase that
follows the head of the subject noun phrase. Otitege 91 sentences 39 have been identified

as indeterminate: the unequivocal assignment ofastin role to the PP, viz. adverbial or
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postmodification, was problematic. The impact oa BSP structure will be discussed in due

course.

To classify a PP as an adverbial the followingecid were applied. First, due to the versatile
nature regarding the sentence position of an athletbe PP needed to display the capacity of
being separated from the subject noun phrase heddoasitioned at the beginning of the
sentence. Second, the PP was tested for allowibstitution by the adverbial proforntkere

or then Finally, it was born in mind that the semantédocalisation disposes the element
which conveys it to function as an adverbial. Ctample 108 below where the Pk (
Glengyle Castle following the subject noun phrase head {ecent loryl functions
unequivocally as an adverbial, and hence falls anthhose 52 PPs that do not display
indeterminacy.

106. For many centuries there had never beenentbxrd_in Glengyle Casti@g€h72)

a/In Glengyle Castl¢here had never been a decent lord for many destur

b/ For many centuries there had never been a tkudithere

¢/ For many centuries there had never been a tlrdnn that location

A PP functioning as a postmodifying element allowadaphrasing by a relative clause, cf.

107. There was only one answer to a crisis ofrttagnitude (F102)

There was only one answehich could resolva crisis of this magnitude

Of course, a PP constituting postmodifying geritdid not give rise to indeterminacy (e.qg.
talk of marriagé.

Instances where the tests mentioned above siéidfao resolve the problem of assigning the

PP a syntactic role were classified as indeterrajnat. 39 instances. These will be dealt with

in some detail.
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In 16 instances (41% of 39 indeterminate cases) pitepositional phrase followed an
indefinite pronoun either immediately (see exanifl8 below) or with adjective(s) preceding

it (see example 109):

108. [Well, well! So her ladyship had fallen fomtli Well — her ladyship wasn’t the
first]: there was something about hith41)

109. There must have been something sexual inféing® (F120)

In all these instances the PP was treated as mpdgying element and in the lines to follow
the motives for this resolution are explained. he indefinite pronoun+ PP instances the
indefinite pronoun is semantically incomplete. #noot stand alone, separated from the
prepositional phrase, which speaks in favour ddriprteting the indefinite pronoun functioning

as one unit together with the PP following it, cf.

* About him there was something.

Our interpretation can be squared with Firbas’ olzens regarding the indefinite pronoun
somethingwvhich he considers an element which does not dpwle communication further.
He observes, “It usually acts as a semantic dlet fleaving it to another element in the flow

of communication to particularize the meaning umegped” (1992: 45, point 1).

In instances displaying thadefinite pronount+ adjective+ PP pattern (example 109 above),
the PP was considered a postmodifying elementraiiasi grounds; without the prepositional
phrase the adjective gives an impression of incetepkess; an information gap arises — we do
not know in what respect there wammething sexuaand even the preceding context does not

fill this gap, cf.
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This tender relationship was almost mute. Theylyafever talked, and if they did, of
only the most trivial domestic things. They knewviis that warm, silent co-presence

in the darkness that mattered. (?) There must baer something sexal

The prepositional phrase functions as a semantigptEment of the adjectiveexual and is
thus treated as an element within the postmodi@inaif something

In our analyses we preferred to treat the premusiti phrase in constructioriadefinite
pronoun + PP and indefinite pronoun+ adjective(s)+ PP as the least communicatively
dynamic part within the rhematic section (wherésipreceded by the pronoun + adjective)
rather than an adverbial.

In our sample the head of the PP in thdefinite pronoun+ PP / indefinite pronoun+
adjective+ PP pattern is constituted by a limited range of psons, namely prepositions

in’, ‘about and in a smaller extentbetweeh They also appear with heads other than
indefinite pronouns, cf.

110. There was badness enough in the captaingtakithat moneyCh83)

111. There is a world of difference between whay I accepted in London and what
is proper hergF112)

112. There was no communication between Wragby atell Tevershall villagé. 9)

In examples 110 and 111 the prepositional phrasetreated as a postmodifying element, in
example 112 it was assigned the syntactic roledokibial and the FSP role of diatheme
(dynamic semantic role of scene/setting). Whileli®, 111 the PP particularizes the head
noun (what badness, what difference), in 112 itdscative character (where there was no
communication). In this case the assignment ofastitt role is significantly reflected in FSP

structure of the sentence. Due to its context dégrece (see our commentary of the example

in Appendix I) and strong locative meaning it neseggy constitutes the scene if ascribed the
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syntactic role of adverbial. If considered a poddifyong element, it necessarily constitutes
one unit with its head, and hence it is a membethefrheme where it carries the lowest

degree of CD due to its context dependence.

8.4.Verbs Other Than Be

In our sample of 200 existential sentences/claibese are 13 (6.5% of 200 instances)
comprising a verb different from verbe’® 7 sentences/clauses comprise vedme 2
sentences/clauses comprise verb, and there is one instanceremain rise, lie, andpress
on each. Table 14 below summarizes the results:

Table 14
Verb Number of
instances
come 7
Verbs other thanbe in P42 2
' ial constructions|——a" L
existentia fise 1
press on 1
lie 1
TOTAL 13/6.5%

While in the verbbe both a notion okexistenceand ofappearanceon the scene merge and
only the contextual environment resolves this amibyg(i.e. whether a verb appearanceor

a verb ofexistenceon the scene is involved), the verbs above ratbatly fall into either one

or other semantic category, viz. existence or ape®. Verbscome and rise denote
appearance on the scene whédenainandlie due to their static nature denote existence on the

scene. Compare instances from our sample withdtieced examples:

113. [But like more than one of the really ancibntises, they had rotted in the last
two centuries into mere drunkards and dandy degéssy

till there had even come whisper of insanity. (Ch89)

8 For the list of all existential sentences/clausmsprising a verb other thare, see Appendix Illi
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till there had even appearadvhisper of insanity.
* till there had even existeal whisper of insanity.

114. Yet there had remainddcally a feeling that Ware Commons was public

property. (F110)

Yet there had existddcally a feeling that Ware Commons was publicoerty.

* Yet there had appeardatally a feeling that Ware Commons was publicoerty

In example 113 the verappearcan substitute the vedomewithout change of meaning of
the existential sentence while the vesbstdisturbs the semantics of the sentence. In example
114 it is on the contrary; although grammaticattgeptable, the verbppeardoes not seem to

be a plausible substitute for the vedmainas it brings about a change in meaning, while the
verbexistmatches the semantic environment of the sentetticglfy. It should be noticed that

in both instances (113, 114) the vérprovides for a suitable substitute of each verian

be explained by its capacity to convey the meaningppearance as well as existence on the

scene.

Verbspress omandrun are not as self-evident regarding the sense ofaappce or existence
on the scene as the other verbs presented in ke dbove. In our sample they both denote

existence rather than appearance, cf.

115. There_runsbetween Lyme Regis and Axmouth six miles to thestwone of the

strangest coastal landscapes in Southern Englah@7)
116. There pressed @harles more than the common human instinct tegove personal
identity; there lay behind him all those years lafught, speculation, self-knowledge.

(F139)

In example 115 the predication expresses geogralpbication, and hence stative meaning of

existence is evoked. In example 116 the predicaigpresses a cognitive process, and thus it
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can also be related to the stative meaning of exigt rather than to the dynamic meaning of

appearance.

Regarding the FSP, the existential constructiorth wiverb other thabe do not appear to
display difference from existentials with the commmeerb. Upon a closer examination of the
13 sentences/clauses, interestingly, it emergetdith& instances the verb is immediately
followed by a thematic element, which is invariabicative!” and only afterwards the

notional subject follows, e.g.

117. Yet there rose in higgiathemey and inextinguishablyrproy a desire to protegheme)

(F134)

This is perhaps relevant in the instance with pséfmmal verbpress on(see example 116
above) where the object is expected to follow tteppsition as it complements it (Quirk et al.
1985: 1155-1156). Thus it is grammatically condigd that a locative thematic element
precedes and not follows the rhematic element épitesented phenomenon). In other cases
the FSP structure Theme Proper — Transition — Brath— Rheme may be ascribed to the end-
weight principle (as in example 116 above) or emcls§ principle (as in example 117 abd¥e)

as we have already discussed in the section onaVladverbial.

Regarding stylistic distinction, DuSkova observés,contrast tothere + be with verbs other
thanbe the use othereis distinctly formal (literary) and rare.” (19988) As we drew from
literary texts, a higher variability of verbs inigtential sentences can perhaps be explained by
the literariness of the material that was usedtlfier excerption of examples. It would be
interesting to compare our results with those oletifrom scientific prose where much

scarcer occurrence of verbs other thain existential structures would be expected.

" The thematic locative element is in 2 instancepmpanied by either a thematic temporal elemeat or
transitional element.

8 The two principles often go hand in hand as aereed/complex phrase usually carries a lot of new
information.
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9. Conclusion

In the present study we have attempted to applistdevised within the framework of
functional sentence perspective theory to explbeerheaning of a sentence in the flow of
communication. We focused on one of the structumgdementing the presentation scale — the
existential construction, which was examined bathregards its syntactic structure and its
information structure. The outcome is based onexnad from written literary texts. Two types
of existential sentences were examined, viz. badstential sentences and existential
sentences with adverbial(s). Syntactic aspectsidecthe structure of the subject noun phrase
in the former and position together with static aatics of adverbials in the latter. As regards
the FSP aspects, examination of context (in)depe&lef the notional subject was carried out
in bare existentials, furthermore attention wasifai questions and focalizers. The dynamic
semantic roles of adverbials were examined andnamentary on the extended presentation
scale was provided. Finally, two more phenomenaeweuched upon independently, i.e.
regardless of their occurrence in either type o$tertial sentence. First, the phenomenon of
potentiality was discussed and demonstrated; sett@ndccurrence of verbs other thamin
existential sentences was described, exemplified] @eflected. Let us now summarize

conclusions that reached in the chapters above.

As regards bare existential constructions they atcéor 57% of our sample. Such a high
frequency of occurrence was ascribed to two reagdnghe one hand it is the disposition of
bare existentials comprising a simple noun phrase rhodification) or a noun phrase
consisting only of a head noun and simple modificato create a dramatic effect; on the
other hand it is the capacity of bare existentalsiprising a complex noun phrase to convey a
great deal of information within one structure. Tla¢her frequent occurrence of the former
(17.5%) is speculated to be specific for the lagguaf fiction although only comparison with
analogous analyses carried out on other varietie=xb(e.g. academic prose) will validate this
estimation.

Examination of FSP of bare existentials revealedicsires with rhematic verb. Such
information structure arises in two situationssgkithe verb is the only carrier of information

irretrievable from the preceding context. This ascwhen the notional subject is context-
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dependent; see examples 57 (answenygesanoquestion, the rheme is constituted by polarity)
and 58. Second, the verb is a carrier of a comieastress. This is not conditioned by context
dependence of the notional subject, the verb iplgiralevated into the rhematic section for
emphasis, see example 59. We have also seen ssitlation arise in the second instance
level sentence (example 56) with the verb broughd momentary prominence (not only the
verb but any sentence constituent can be broughtoiminence in these cases). We shall now
present some reflections on the bare existentiadtcaction with a context-dependent notional
subject. Its communicative meaning appears to diffie meaning from existential
constructions with the notional subject that istegtrindependent. To capture the difference it
seems important to distinguish the meaning of texise’ from the meaning of ‘presentation’.
While ‘existence’ means ‘something is there/exjsgg'esentation’ denotes the situation when
‘something new is brought onto the scenel/is preséntlt appears that the main
communicative function of bare existentials witmtaxt-independent notional subject is that
of presentation (a newphenomenon is presented onto the discoursive kaehiée bare
existentials with context-dependent notional subjeerely postulate thexistence of a

phenomenon and the semantic component of presamtatmissing.

In bare existential sentences displaying the regbBP pattern (i.e. transitional verb and
rhematic notional subject) the structure of the jsttbnoun phrase was examined for
contextual boundness of its constituents. In mases (65.5%) the notional subject is
heterogeneous, i.e. it contains one or more cowtepéndent elements.

As regards focalizers, attention was paid to tpesition. In our sample, in most instances (8
out of 10) focalizers are placed immediately innfrof the element they focus, and hence
ambiguity as to what element the focalizer targddes not arise. This is ascribed to the
literary style of the texts from which our samplasaexcerpted: pre-mediated and carefully

planned texts are expected to display a low lefrahabiguity.

The FSP structure of questions is of considerabterest. We tried to apply Firbasian
approach of FSP treatment of questions: the praispdaoformant’s point of view needs to be
taken into consideration. For him/her the anglemfravhich he/she is to approach the

prospective answer is of considerable importaneeri€ of such information constitutes the
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rheme proper of the question. The question wordvirquestions and the verb ies-no
questions are viewed as elements pointing towdrelshteme proper (anticipating it), they are

assigned the role of question focus anticipators.

As to existential sentences with adverbial(s),rdib® was paid to position, static semantics
and dynamic semantics of adverbials. Sentence bsi(eonjuncts, disjuncts) or adverbs of
indefinite time operate as transition-proper omehelements and their FSP role is rather
straightforward. In our further discussion we shadive them out and attention will be paid to
adjuncts. The relation between the static and dyn@@mantics is of considerable interest.
Our results show that although local and tempodaleebials are disposed to function as
scene-setting elements, the static semantics (fplaee) does not necessarily coincide with
the dynamic semantic function (setting) as botralland temporal adverbials can also be
found in the dynamic semantic role of specificatigh context-independent. If context-

dependent, the adverbial invariably functions aetiing. For the dynamic semantic function
of a context-independent adverbial three factopeapto be crucial, viz. position, semantics,
and complexity. An adverbial placed initially furats invariably as a setting. In our sample
the same applies for adverbials in medial positiGmly one adverbial placed medially

functions as a specification, but that is due tecg&d circumstances when it is contrasted, and
hence raised to the rhematic section. Final adakrbare disposed to perform both the
function of a setting and a specification. Then &élspect of semantics applies. An adverbial
semantically amplifying the verb functions as acsjgeation and consequently the extended
presentation scale is implemented. Finally, a cemm@dverbial in final position is often

rhematic as it carries a great deal of information.

The phenomenon of potentiality is one of great irtgpace and it is an area of study that calls
for further research. Especially in written dialegu which often take place in fiction, an
existential sentence often allows various integirehs due to the fact that the resolving factor
of intonation is not available. Unless we work wghoken version of texts, there is always a
possibility of misinterpretation and the fact tBaf6 of our sample is constituted by existential
sentences excerpted from dialogues needs to tertedl We addressed the phenomenon of

potentiality as regards prepositional phrases. iddatly the prepositions ‘in’, ‘about’,
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‘between’ appear to be disposed to two functions, postmodification and adverbial. As
postmodifying elements they particularize the megmf the head noun/pronoun they follow,
which best manifested when a prepositional phralé@¥s an indefinite pronoun, e.ghere is
something about himAs adverbials they display flexibility in positioand thus allow
transposition from the position following the heamlin to the initial position. An assignment
of a syntactic role to a prepositional phrase fiected in the FSP structure of a particular
sentence. In the role of postmodification a prejpmsal phrase constitutes a part of the rheme
with the exception of a small number of instancés & thematic notional subject. In the role
of adverbial it constitutes the diatheme, if comteependent. If context-independent, it
assumes either the role of diatheme or specificaiben the semantic factor fully asserts
itself).

13 existential sentences in our sample containrla @ther tharbe In 8 instances the verb is
immediately followed by a diatheme of locative @dwer; a fact which might be coincidental.
Only further research involving analyses of morastextial sentences comprising other verbs
thanbe might provide us with enough evidence to make @mnclusions. The instances in our
sample mostly contain a complex subject noun phrasg hence the position of diathematic
adverbial may be ascribed to the end-weight priaciplost of the verbs can be identified
either as verbs of appearance or existence oncteesIn this they differ from the vel®

which is in this respect neutral.

In our sample by far the most frequent functiontled existential construction is one of
presentation(a new phenomenon is introduced onto the disceeirsicene). Next, the
existential construction is employed to presenh@enpmenon and at the same time to specify
the circumstances of the presentation (the extepdeskentation scale). Finally, there is the
existential construction with a thematic notionabjgct. Its communicative function appears

to be one of postulation of existenaiea known phenomenon.
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10. Resumé

Tato diplomova prace se zabyva existencialni kakstrithere is/there are hlediska
syntaktického a aktualtilenského. Vysledky prace se opiraji o analyzy dwamt &t
obsahujicich existencialni konstrukci, které bylyxcerpovany zectyi literarnich dil
v anglickém originale. Hlavni snahou je aplikacerie o aktualnimc¢lenéni vétném na
konkrétni jazykovy material.

V teoretickécésti je podrob#é vyswtleno a na fikladech ukézano, em teorie o
aktualnim¢lenéni vétném spoiva. Autorka zarovie oswtluje koncepty, se kterymi poggl
pracuje v praktick&asti studie. Ta je roztena do dvou hlavnich oddil Prvni z nich se
zabyva tzv. holymi existencialnimi konstrukcemi drb existential constructions®), tedy
konstrukcemi, které neobsahuji adverbidlniceni. V druhém oddile jsou pojednany
existencialni konstrukce, které adverbialnéemi obsahuji (,existential constructions with

adverbial(s)").

Syntaktické aspekty holé existencialni konstrukalerauji strukturu podgtové fraze,
tj. urcenitidiciho¢lenu a jeho modifikace. Byly seny ti typy podnétové fraze: jednoducha
(‘simple’), ktera se skladala pouze z determinatariidiciho ¢lenu (10,5%), komplexni
(‘complex’), ktera obsahovala kvantifikatokj razné typy modifikace (82,5%), a sloZena
(‘simple’), kter4 obsahovalackolikanasobny pod#t (7%). 17% vzorku pakipdstavuji holé
¢i témef holé (jednoducha modifikace adjektivem) existelméi&onstrukce, jejichz vyskyt
autorka pipisuje literarnimu stylu zd&hoz byl vzorek ziskan, a to &V jejich kapacit
vytvorit dramaticky efekt.

Z hlediska aktualnihctleréni se zkoumani zaffilo na kontextovou zapojenost
nocionélniho podwtu a aktualaclenské vzorce, které typ holé existencialni koristeu
realizoval. Nocionalni podéh byl rozdtlen na kontexto¥ nezavisly, heterogenni (tzn.
obsahujici Bkteré kontexto¥ zavislé slozky) a kontextéwzavisly. Prvni dva typy podétu se
vyskytly v prevladajicim vzorci T — Tr(V) — R(S), kde slovesmipfunkci pgechodu a

nocionalni podrét funkci rématu. Komunikéni funkce &chto konstrukci — uvedeni nového

88



jevu na scénu— se jevi jako primarni. Zajimavé jsodigady s kontextay zavislym

e

nocionalnim podrtem, kde sloveso je informa nejdilezitéjSi prvek ¥ty a plni de
aktualreclenské funkce zarovie prechodu a rématu. Wahto konstrukci byla identifikovana

komunikativni funkce zéirazréni existence jevu.Nakonec se vyskytlyifpady s rematickym

viINMZ v L

slovesem, které bylo vyzdvihnuto jako nidgFitejSi cast wty kvali durazu, tento typ je ovSem

vvvvvv

treba odliSovat, nelbdkazdacast ety maze byt zdrazréna jako momentathnejdilezitejsi.

V druhém oddile se analyza z&ite na syntaktické a aktuddlenské funkce
adverbidlnich uteni. Adverbidlni ureni nezélerénd do ¥tné stavby (disjuncts, conjuncts)
byla ucena jako sotAst gechodoveécésti v informa&ni struktide Wty (,transition-proper
oriented elements”). Adverbidlni deni za&lerénd do ¥tné stavby (adjuncts) byla dale
zkoumana podle pozice vety a sémantického obsahu, a byla jitiippana aktuéttlenska
role. Vyskytlo se gt sémantickych kategorii (mistdas, zZetel, &el, vyjimka). Adverbialni
uréeni Eelu a vyjimky msobi v aktual&clenské roli viastniho rématu (dynamickosémantické
roli specifikace), tedy jako infornda¢ nejdilezitéjSi prvek \ety. Adverbialni uéeni mista a
¢asu se vyskytuji jak v roli tématu (dynamickoséritket roli scény), tak v roli vlastniho
rématu. Rozhodujici je pak postaveni w#¢y sémanticky obsah ve vztahu ke slovesu, a
okrajow komplexita adverbialniho &éeni. Existencialni konstrukce s adverbialnirsenim v

dynamickosémantické roli specifikace vykazuji tozStenou prezentai Skalu.

Pozornost byla énovana i otazkam (9tjpad: z celého vzorku), kteréi@dstavuiji
z hlediska aktualniho &ného c¢lenéni zajimavy problém. Tézaci slovo v dbpvacich
otazkach plini aktuaédlenskou roli ,question focus anticipator”, tedy puvktery gFedjimé
réma otazky. Réma otazky je paki®oo prvkem, ktery naztaje piipadnému respondentovi

z jakého uhlu ma otazku zodpakt.

Bylo poukazano na jev zvany ,potencialita“, tj. j@voji i viceré mozné interpretace.
Pozornost byla snovana moznosti dvojiho vykladu syntaktické a aktdenske funkce
predloZkovych frazi. # rozhodovani hralo roli, do jaké miry jégulloZka zavisla n&dicim
substantivu, plnost sémantického obsahkedlpzkoveé fraze atpmistitelnost fedlozky na

jinou pozici ve ¥te.
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Posledni jev, jimZ se tato prace zabyva, je vyslopes jinych nez sloveduyt (6,5%),
jev pongrné vzacny v existencialnich konstrukcich. Jejich wisje pripisovan literarnimu
stylu materialu, ze kterého byerpan vzorek, naémz byly provadny analyzy. Slovesa lze
roztidit bud’ jako slovesa objeveni se na se€wverbs of appearance on the scene®) nebo jako
slovesa existence na sédrverbs of existence on the scene*).

Existencialni konstrukce je vyuzivan#egevsim jako nastroj k dosaZzeni zakladniho
rozloZzeni vypowdni dynamiky, kdy kontextav nezavisly nocionalni podéh maze byt
umisgn v koncové pozici. Jeji hlavni funkce $p@ v uvedeni nového jevu. Okrajovou

funkci se jevi byt zitazreni existence jizZ znamého jevu.
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12. Sample Sources

TEXT 1

English originalD. H. Lawrence Lady Chatterley’s LoverPrivately printed. 1929.

Czech translation: FrantiSek Vrbdilenec Lady Chatterlyovéd’raha: Odeon, 1987.
(doslov napsal Martin Hilsky)

TEXT 2
English original:Gilbert Keith Chesterton. The Annotated Innocence of Father Brown
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987
Czech translation: Alena Hartmanova, J. Z. Novakiéky otce Browna/Paradoxy pana
Ponda. Praha: Odeon, 1985.
examples 58 — 63 AH
examples 67 — 71, 100 JZN
JanCulik. Modry KiiZ. Praha: Lidova demokracie, 1968.
examples 51 - 53
examples 76 — 99
chybi: . 54, 55, 56, 57, 64, 65, 66, 72, 73, 74, 75

TEXT 3

English original:John Fowles The French Lieutenant’'s Woman. London: Triad/Rant
Books. 1985.

Czech Translation: Helena Zantovskéancouzova milenkaPraha: Mladéa fronta, 1976.

TEXT 4

English original:William Golding . The Spire. London: Faber and Faber. 1964.
Czech translation: Jafulik. Praha: VySehrad, 1989.
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13. Appendices

I.  Comprehensive analysis (of 200 instances in theokEgm
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Note: In the following analysis, the highlighted text @ attention to possible source of
context dependence in examples under examination.
Source D. H. LawrencelLady Chatterley’s LoverPrivately printed. 1929.

Czech translation FrantiSek VrbaMilenec Lady Chatterlyovd’raha: Odeon, 1987.
(doslov napsal Martin Hilsky)

1.1t is rather hard work:_there is now no smooth raatb the futurebut we go round, or
scramble over the obstaclgp.1)

Translation:

Je to psadné dina: do budoucnosti dnes nevede zadna hladkasesjimésto toho obchazime
nebo pelézame fekazky.

Type of existential construction negative existential medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (is) —diatheme (now) —NegFocA(no) —composite rheme
(smooth road into the futuye

Commentary:

Identifying the rheme and specifying the functidnhe final elemeninto the futurg(scene-
setting adverbial or postmodification?) will beafr main interest.

The adverbial of tim@aowdoes not contribute to the development of comnativie

dynamism as it merely confirms the temporal envinent of the preceding sentence and that
is the present. Thuspw can be identified as a scene-setting adverbialfatt being

supported by its position, which displays deviafimm the grammatical word order. Its
placement further to the left from its expectedifias (i.e. at the end of the clause) implies its
relatively low degree of CD. On the other handplecement after the theme proper and the
transition suggests a higher degree of CD than altyrassociated with a theme.

Analysis of the composite rheme:

The complex rhematic part seems to have the foilgWASP. The notional subjecbéd) is a
context-independent element and as such constthgatieme of the sentence. This is the
common case of context-independent notional subjaatxistential constructions.

In the interpretation of the negative partial®)(we will take the view of Jan Firbas who
understands it asreegation focus anticipatdiNegFocA) that is “perspectived to the element
that carries the highest degree of CD” (Firbas 1992). In our case the focus anticipator is
perspectived to the composite rhematic sphereeotiduse in whickmoothconstitutes the
rheme propemoad constitutes the rheme amdo the futureconstitutes the element with the
lowest degree of CD within the rhematic section.

As far as the final element is concernedd the futurg, the function of postmodification
seems to be the case here as the test of transfgr@le. the possibility of shifting the final
element to the initial position) may suggest. Adals can change their position in a sentence
while postmodification is bound to its head word @ position is therefore fixed. In our case
the existential construction withto the futureas an adverbial in the initial position seems to
be awkward: *Into the futureghere is now no smooth roadlso, the paraphrase by a relative
clause is possible her@hkere is now no smooth road which leads into theré+ which also
supports our interpretation of the final elementhespostmodification.
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The modification elements and their head word dtutstone FSP unit. (Svoboda, 1968).
Here the postmodifying elemernnto the futurg is partially predictable from the preceding
context. Cf.The cataclysm has happened, we start to build uplitiée habitats, to have new
little hopes.t is rather hard work: there is now no smooth rdatb the future: but we go
round, or scramble over the obstacles
The partial predictability springs from the immetdig relevant context where hopes and new
beginnings are associated with future. @&dictableinformation in Danes$ (1979:257). Also,
the interpretation ohto the futureas the least communicatively dynamic part in tieme is
supported by the fact that as a further specificaiti would carry the intonation centre. In that
case a contrast with another adverb of time woeldhiplied and fronting of the element
would be possible:

INTO THE FUTURE there is no smooth road but INTCETAST we can get fairly
easily
The lowest degree of CD ofto the futurewithin the rheme can thus be due to its partial
contextual boundness and the semantics of thersente
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineng) + premodification §mooth + head

(road) + postmodification by a prepositional phraseq the
future)

medial adverbial- context-independent, setting, adverbial of time

2. Clifford had a sister, but she had departed. Othsevthere were no near relativep.2)
Translation:

Clifford mél sestru, ale ta odjela pryJinak nendl zadné blizké fbuzné.

Type of the existential construction negative bare existential with modified notiosabject
FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Otherwisg —theme (thergd —transition (were) —
NegFocA(no) —rheme (near relativey

Commentary:

The nature of the adverbial (non-integrated ineogéntence structure, i.e. sentence adverb)
clearly indicates that it does not serve the s@atng function, but it is a linking device
which provides for the continuity of what has be&ated before (in our example the conjunct
specifies what has been stated before). Jan Fithssifies sentence adverbgransition

proper oriented elemen{3rPro). “They [sentence adverbs] are closelytegldo the modal
indication conveyed by the TMESs. In the presencenaf or more successful competitors, they
usually retain their close relationship to the TMisl together with them enter into the
development of the communication after the fourtaa{theme) has been laid. They are then
regarded as TrPro, and can retain this statupemse of sentence position.” (Firbas 1992:
77).

The interpretative arrangement would be as follolWeme proper(Therg —transition

proper oriented element(otherwisg —transition proper (were —composite rhematic part
(no near relatives

Analysis of the composite rheme:

From the preceding sentence it may be gatherediadopic of relatives has already been
established and that an already known item of mé&dion is being retrieved in the existential
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construction. However, it needs to be mentionetltti@topic of sisterhood does not exhaust

the concept of relatives introduced in the sentemcker study. Although sister of course,

ranks amongelatives it is not co-extensive with it, i.e. the termmaarrelativesis broader in

meaning (e.gsister, brother, grandson etc) — in this sense the phrase carries newrrdton

and is thus context-independent.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determineng) + premodificationifear) + head
(relativeg)

3. But he had been so much hurt that something irsidenad perished, some of his feelings
had goneThere was a blank of insentien¢p.2)

Translation:

Porevadz tolik vytrg@l, schopnost utrpeni ho do jisté miry opustilastaval nedageny [...]
Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (a blank of insentienge

Commentary:
The existential construction comprises the exiséantibject therg filling the thematic
position, a verb of existence on the scemag and the noun phrasa blank of insentienge
constituting the notional subject. Now the questases whether the notional subject is
context-independent as expected after a verb stenge on the scened9 or whether the
existence of the phenomenon is presupposed inriveopis context and thus it is context-
dependent. Such interpretation has been explamggm@ved as possible in Duskova’s paper
on selected syntactic constructions in the fram&wdiFSP. One of the structures under study
was precisely the existential construction. (Dugka005)
Upon closer examination of the immediately relevamnitext it can be estimated that Clifford
(hein the excerpted sample above) hardened in fedliego his fatal injury (spinal injury
which he had suffered in war and due to which he et disabled). And asome of his
feelings had gonet can be inferred that a vacuum must have bekthere, a sort of an
empty place where there is no life. The concejat bfank of insentienceeems to have been
implied earlier and the notional subject in thestemtial construction is thus partially
contextually dependent. Despite its semi-dependemomtains new specifying elements and
throws a new light on the state in which Cliffoauihd himself after the war, the aspect of
“newness” being underlined by the indefinite adidt seems we deal here with a similar case
as in the example 2 where the notional subjectatsalbeen implied before it was specified in
an existential construction. Within the rhematictpthe postmodificationof insentience
carries a higher degree of CD and constitutestteme proper (Firbas 1992: 84, Svoboda
1968, Nekvapil 1993: 196).
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea) + head lflanK) + postmodification by
prepositional phrasef insentiencp

4. And however one might sentimentalise it, this seskiless was one of the most ancient,
sordid connections and subjections. Poets who figarit were mostly meiVomen had
always known there was something better, somethaiter. (p.4)

Translation:
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A neclt se to jakkoli sentimentalropentlovalo, tyhle sexualni zalezitosti byly jedni

z nejstarSich a nejSpingsgich vztali a podrdi. Basnici, kté je oslavovali, byli ¥tSinou
muzi. Zeny vzdycky §dély, Ze to je &co lepsiho, #co vyssiho.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme (there —transition (wa9 —rheme 1(something bett@¢rrheme 2 (something highgr

Commentary:

The existential construction is embedded in a cempentence in which it constitutes the
subordinate clause of the syntactic function ofdbgect. It comprises two asyndetically
coordinated conjoints (i.e. two communicative selof).

Communicative field of the whole of the coordinaggdicture is most probably governed by

linearity. Although we have not come across any analysesaif structures in literature, we

believe that the writer (the producer) of the tex$ a certain communicative plan in mind and

that (s)he arranges the conjoints according toglaat. Thus, it can be assumed that the

conjoints are arranged as, R, Rs, etc. within the frame of the rhematic part.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form} compound NP Eiconjoint 6omething bettgr+ 2 conjoint
(something highé@y

Commentary on the communicative subfields:

4a there was something betjer

The existential construction comprises the exigéntibject there filling the thematic
position, verb of existence on the scaewad and the noun phrasesofnething better
something highgrconstituting the rheme. Within the rhematic ghdre is the head noun
operating as the rheme and a postmodification ¢ipgras the rheme proper carrying the
highest degree of CD of the whoteeme (therg —transition (wag —rheme (somethiny—
rheme proper (bette).

4b (here was something higher

4b the same as 4a comprises an indefinite pronduchvis context-independent but which
has little semantic value and only the attributlement kigher) specifies the meaning of the
phrase. The FSP structure is the same as ithdane (there —transition (wag —rheme
(somethiny—rheme proper (higher).

Commentary on translation:

We need to point out that the translation doesooespond to the original sentence in that
the_existential constructiofienglish original) was not kept, but substitutgdalverbo-nominal
identifying predicatior(Czech translation). We believe the translaifeny vzdyckyedely, Ze

N4

existujeneco lepsiho, &co vysSihavould be a more fitting one.

5. The amazing, the profound, the unbelievable tthvdre was in passionately talking to some
really clever young man by the hour, resuming dégralay for months. this they had never
realized till it happened{pp.4 — 5)

Translation:
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To Uzasné, hluboké, nettitelné vzruseni, jaké skyta vasnivy rozhovor s eguechytrym,
mladym muzem, rozhovor po celé hodiny a polij@i den za dnem po cel&sice... To si
nikdy ani ve snach nedovedlyeaistavit, dokud k tomu nedoslo.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme ([that] the amazing, the profound, the
unbelievable thrilin passionately talking to some really clever yoaman by the hour,
resuming day after day for monjhs

Commentary:

The existential construction is construed as arpodification of the initial verbless clause of
exclamative function expressing emotive attitu@lee( amazing, the profound, the
unbelievable thrill). It is realised by a relative clause whose n@i@ubject though omitted
is at hand to be filled in, cT.he amazing, the profound, the unbelievable tthidk there was

in passionately talking..The rheme of the existential construction is tbenstituted by the
antecedent of the relative pronoun which consstthe notional subject of the dependent
relative clause.

The prepositional phrasan(passionately talking to some really clever youman by the hoyr

constitutes a discontinuous postmodification (tise@htinuity being due to the operation of

the end-weight and end-focus principle).

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy complex NP (headHat) + postmodification by a prepositional
phraseif passionately talking to some really clever youman by
the hour, resuming day after day for months

6. Though Connie did want children: if only to forttigr against her sister-in-law Emma. But
early in 1918 Clifford was shipped home smashed,thare was no childp.10)
Translation:

Connie nicmé# chila diti, byt i jen proto, aby upevnily jeji postaveni proti §uavé Emng.
Jenomze na Zatku roku 1918 byl Clifford fevezen dorinv carech a Zadné ditu nebylo.
Type of existential construction negative bare existential with simple notiondsjsat

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (child)

Commentary:

The existential construction comprises existerftare(theme), was(transition) and noun
the phrasao child(rhematic part). The rhematic part comprises a given elememtd) and
a negative particlenp) which having no successful competitors carrieshighest degree of
CD and thus it constitutes thieeme proper. (Cf. Firbas 1992: 102)

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form})- simple NP (determineng) + head ¢hild))

7.The people were as haggard, shapeless, and dresattyeacountryside, and as unfriendly.
Only there was something in their deep-mouthedisiyiof the dialectand the thresh-thresh
of their hob-nailed pit-boots as they trailed homgangs on the asphalt from work that was
terrible and a bit mysteriougp.12)

Translation:
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Lidé tu byli steji divoci, beztvarni a pochmurni jako krajina, a gréak nevlidni. Jenomze

v jejich hrdelnim splyvavém mn&i a v klapotu jejich ocutkovanych dlnich baganat, kdyz

tahli po asfaltu dorinz prace, bylo &o strasliveho a jaksi tajemného.

Type of existential construction bare existential with heavily postmodified NS

Commentary:

The existential construction constitutes the méanige to a dependent relative clause; cf.

There was something that was terrible and a bittemiaus The existential construction

consists of a sentence adverbfahly) constituting a transition proper element, exis&én

subject there constituting the theme, notional subjesdrhethiny which constitutes the

rheme of the construction and a successive postitaiitbn by a prepositional phrase (heir

deep-mouthed slurring of the dialeahd the thresh-thresh of their hob-nailed pit-boads

they trailed home in gangs on the asphalt from warld a relative clauséh@t was terrible

and a bit mysteriogswhich carries the highest degree of CD and ctutes the rheme proper

of the whole sentence.

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Only) —theme (therg) —transition (wag —rheme

(somethingn their deep-mouthed slurring of the dialeghd the thresh-thresh of their hob-

nailed pit-boots as they trailed home in gangstandsphalt from worthat was terrible and

a bit mysterioups

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head@methiny+ successive postmodification by a
prepositional phrasen(their deep-mouthed slurring of the dialect
and the thresh-thresh of their hob-nailed pit-bcagghey trailed
home in gangs on the asphalt from waakd a relative clauséh@t
was terrible and a bit mysterio))s

8. The people were as haggard, shapeless, and dresattyeacountryside, and as unfriendly.
Only there was something in their deep-mouthedisigiiof the dialectand the thresh-thresh
of their hob-nailed pit-boots as they trailed homgangs on the asphalt from work that was
terrible and a bit mysterious.

There had been no welcome home for the young seuairestivities, no deputation,
not even a single flowe(p.12)
Translation:
Lidé tu byli stejrié divoci, beztvarni a pochmurni jako krajina, a priak nevlidni. Jenomze
v jejich hrdelnim splyvavém néi a v klapotu jejich ocwtkovanych dinich baganat, kdyz
tahli po asfaltu dorinz prace, bylo &o strasliveho a jaksi tajemného.

Nikdo mladého milostpana danmevital, zadné oslavy, Zzadna deputace, ba amyjedi
kvét.
Type of existential construction negative bare existential with modified notiosabject
FSP pattern:
Theme proper (Therg —transition (had beeh—rheme 1(no welcome homier the young
squire —rheme 2 (no festivitiey—rheme 3(no deputatioh—rheme 4(not even a single
flower).

Commentary:
The existential construction opens a new paragrgjpicludes a multiple notional subject
whose components are asyndetically coordinatedelibe gradual increase in CD as each of
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the subject components specifies the precedingintiethe sentence reaches its most

dynamic part, which is highlighted by the use afdiizereven The rheme is constituted by

the first component in the coordinated structutbe-postmodified nournwelcome homethe

negative particles operate as NegFocA(s).

The prepositional phrasé( the young squifeoperates as a postmodifying element and as

such it is a part of the rheme. Due to its contisgiendence reflected in the definite article

(the broader context is the one of the young stpuiremecoming) the prepositional phrase

carries the lowest degree of CD within the rheme.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form} compound NP {iconjoint fo welcome homfer the young squide
+ 2" conjoint fo festivitiey + 39 conjoint fio deputatiop+ 4"
conjoint fiot even a single flowgr

9. There was no communication between Wragby HallTewkrshall village, nonéNo caps
were touched, no curteys bobbed. The colliers meatared; the tradesmen lifted their caps to
Connie as to an acquaintance, and nodded awkwaod@fifford; that was all. Gulf
impassable, and a quiet sort of resentment on regide. (p.12)

Translation:

Mezi zamkem Wragby a vesnici Tevershall nebyl Zatyly, naprosto Zzadny. Nikdo
nesmekal, nikdo nevysekaval pukrlata. Higggihom koukali; obchodnici poSupovaligal
Conii ¢epicemi jako ped zndmou a Cliffordovi nedbale kyvali; to bylo eBao.
Neprekraiitelna propast a jakysi tichy odpor na obou stranac

Type of existential construction negative existential with final adverbial (location)
FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (communicatioh—
diatheme (between Wragby Hall and Tevershall village

Commentary:

The existential construction opens a new paragndptvever, from the structure of the
sentence it can be construed what elements arerpieglsas given and what elements are
presented as new. This principle was observeddjrep Mathesius who writes,WWhen we
start to speak about something which cannot yeefegred to as a known fact, then from the
complex of notions we anticipate one notion asrgthat naturally presents itself, and we
make it a starting poirit (1975: 82) Here, the adverbial of plate{ween Wragby Hall and
Tevershall villagg constitutes the setting of the scene anticipbiedxistentiathere The
givenness of the scene is established by broadeexio a new chapter opens five paragraphs
before our sentence is introduced into the disepargl from the start the situation of Wragby
and Tevershall is being described (location, deffele between the two places, etc.).

The notional subjechp communicationis communicatively the most dynamic element. The
fact, that the notional subject constitutes themb®f the existential construction is also
reflected in the continuation of the text, whiclowis a simple linear progression where the
rheme of the opening sentence becomes the thethe @ifllowing context (T— Ry, T, = Ry).
And indeed, not communicating is illustrated in tbidowing sentencesp caps were
touched, no curteys bobbed, quiet sort of resertimen

Analysis of the rhematic part:
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The notional subject carries higher degree of GResit is context-independent. We believe
the intonation centre would fall on the element@mmunicatiorand our interpretation seems
to be supported by the Czech translation whereldgment of highest communicative
importance is positioned at the end of the distrdmal field (cf.Mezi zamkem Wragby a
vesnici Tevershall nebyl zadny gtyk

The pronounrfong constitutes an independent element, which isargart of the existential
construction, and whose antecedent is the postvealiaof the preceding construction. We
believe the intonation would reveal an independeme unit as well.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (determineng) + head ¢ommunicatio})

final adverbial- adverbial of place, context dependent, semahtisatting

Elliptical existential construction:

We should not forget to mention that there is #iptedal existential construction, which is
introduced at the end of the extra@ulf impassable, and a quiet sort of resentmergitrer
side.The existentiathereand the verb of presentation/existence on theesasnomitted:
There was gulf impassable, and a quiet sort ofrfesent on either side.

10.He had taken to writing stories; curious, very paral stories about people he had known.
Clever, rather spiteful, and yet, in some way, nteglass. The observation was extraordinary
and peculiar, But there was no touch, no actualtaonIt was as if the whole thing took place
in a vacuum(p.15)

Translation:

Dal se do psani povidek; podivnych, velmi osobmpichidek o lidech, které znaval. Byly
chytré, dost ptouchlé, a pece gjakym zahadnym zZisobem bezvyznamné. Byly v nich
neobyejné a zvlastni posthy. Ale chyll jim dotyk, opravdovy kontakt. Jako by se v nich
vSechno odehravalo ve vzduchoprazdnu.

Type of existential construction bare negative existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (touch, noactual

contac).

Commentary:
The sentence under discussion displays an exiagteotstruction with modifying apposition
following the notional subject. The noun phraseantual contact constitutes a specifying
apposition to the preceding no touch. As far ad=BE structure is concernddde themeis
constituted by the existentitilerg the transition is constituted by the verb of existence on
the scene antthe rheme (whose semantic function is that of a phenomenesgnted on the
scene) is constituted by a notional subject wighostion. Within the rhematic part, the latter
noun phrase carries a higher degree of CD dus fdactement further to the right and also
semantically it develops the communication a liftigher as it adds detail to the information
about the impersonality of Clifford stories. As & the negative particle is concerned, we
will take the view of Jan Firbas who ascribes & tanction of negation focus anticipator:
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinen@) + headtouch + appositional
postmodification ifo actual contagj
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11.1t was she, Emma, who should be bringing forthstiogies, these books, with him; the

Chatterley stories, something new in the worldt thay, the Chatterleys, had put there. There

was no other standard’here was no organic connection with the thowgtitt expression that

had gone beforeOnly something new in the world: the Chatterleyksme@ntirely personal

(p-16)

Translation:

To ona, Emma, s nimdia plodit ty povidky a ty knihy; chatterlyovské pdity, néco noveho

na sw¥té, co sem uvedli pravoni, Chatterlyoveé. Jiné #iitko neexistovalo. Neexistovala

Zadna organicka spojitost s myslenkami aspbem vyjateni, které tu byly fed tim. Jenom

to nové na ssté: chatterlyovské knihy, naprosto osobni.

Type of existential construction bare negative existential with modified notiosabject

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (wa9 —NegFocA(no) —rheme (otherstandard

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinend@) + premodification ¢ther + head
(standardg)

12.1t was she, Emma, who should be bringing forthstiogies, these books, with him; the
Chatterley stories, something new in the worldt thay, the Chatterleys, had put there. There
was no other standard. There was no organic conmeetith the thought and expression that
had gone beforeOnly something new in the world: the Chatterleyksm@ntirely personal
(p.16)

Translation:

See example 11

Type of existential construction bare negative existential (with both premodiféeul
postmodified notional subject)

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (organic connectionvith the
thought and expression that had gone bgfore

Commentary 1:

The composite rhematic part consists of a noungehfiaegative determiner — premodification
— head noun — complex postmodification). The posiifitation has a higher informative
value and as such it constitutes the rheme prdpéeavhole.

We have also considered the intonation centre baintpe adverbidBEFORE In such case

the adverbial would be contrastive and thus cartstithe rheme proper (informationally the
most important part) of the whole. However, we dssed such interpretation, as the
preceding context does not suggest the contrasimafgine such interpretation would be
relevant in a sentence similar to our adduced cinéle kept up with the literary tradition

then but lost connection with what had gone befétewever, the actual context does not
carry the meaning of the adduced sentence andoheree have abandoned the interpretation
which ascribes the adverbia¢forethe intonation nucleus.

notional subject (context) context-independent
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notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinend) + premodification ¢rganic) + head
(connection + postmodification by prepositional phrasétf the
thought and expression that had gone bgjore

13.Connie’s father, when he paid a flying visit to \§log, said in private to his daughter: As
for Clifford’s writing, it's smart but there’s nothg in it. (p.16)

Translation:

Coniin otec, kdyz letmo letmo navstivil Wraghigkl dcei v soukromi: ,To Cliffordovo psani
je chytré, ale nic v tom neni.”

Type of existential construction bare negative existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (is) —rheme (nothingin it)

Commentary:

The element with the highest degree of CD is ctutstil by the indefinite pronourothing

The postmodifying prepositional phrase specifiesdtiherwise incomplete meaning of its

head fothing.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head¢thing + postmodification by a prepositional
phraseiq it))

14.1f the critics praised it, and Clifford’s name wabnost famous, and it even brought in

money... what did her father mean by saying therene#tsing in Clifford’s writin What

else could there be(.16)

Translation:

Kdyz to kritika chvali a Cliffordovo jméno je skostavné, a dokonce to vynasi penize... co

tim otec mysli, Ze v Cliffordavpsani nic neni? Co jiného by ¥m melo byt?

Type of existential construction bare negative existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothing in Clifford’s writing

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (context-dependent elenitgnt:

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head¢thing + postmodification by a prepositional
phraseiq it))

15.1f the critics praised it, and Clifford’s name wabnost famous, and it even brought in
money... what did her father mean by saying therene#tsing in Clifford’s writing? What
else could there I#(p.16)

Translation:

See the example 15

Type of existential construction interrogative bare existential (with postmodifieational
subject)

Commentary:

The interrogative expression relates to the phemomen the scene amdseis the element
with the highest degree of CD. The FSP of the cansbn:theme (there —transition (could
be) —rheme (What elsg

The interpretative arrangemetitere—could be-what else.

notional subject (contexy context-independent
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notional subject (formy- complex NP (headvhad + postmodification (= adjective in
postposition) €lsg)

16. For Connie had adopted the standard of the yourftatwhere was in the moment was
everything (p.17)

Translation:

Connie totiz pijala metitko mladych: pitomny okamzik znamené vSechno.

Type of existential construction existential with temporal localisation, extengedsentation
scale (the adverbial constitutes the FSP role eifipation)

FSP pattern:

Theme (what [the thing that] —theme proper (there —rheme (wag — specification (in the
momeny

Commentary:

Interestingly, the existential construction is eohdbed in a nominal relative clause (compare
the underlying structurA thing that there was in the moment was everyjhinglescription

of this type of construction has been given by wskin her paper “On the Nature of
DependenWh-Clauses”, The wh-word is an apo koinou element constitutisgr@tence part
of both the superordinate and the wh-clause. Instfgerordinate clause it is contained as the
covert antecedent of the relative clause in whaseture it is incorporated overtly as the
relative, cf. (2) (a) that which/ a thing that, (e place where, (c) the (kind of) person that.
Hence an immediate constituent of the superordiolztiese is the superficially unexpressed
antecedent of the relative clause with respecthhvthe rest of the wh-clause acts as
postmodification. What we are concerned with ifact a complex sentence with an adjectival
relative clause modifying a superficially deletedexedent constituted by a general term for a
person, a thing, place, etqStudies in the English Language II: 231)

In our sentence, there are two distributional eld

1.what(the thing that.).(theme) — was(transition) — everythingdrheme)

2.the thingthat there was in the moment

“The relative adjectival clause (underlinedodifying the antecedent wfatis realised by
thereconstruction. “The omitted relative constitutes theme of the existential construction
as it repeats the free relatiwdnat The rheme of the construction is constitutedhgygolarity

of the verb and by the adverbial. The existentaistruction here does not introduce a
phenomenon on the scene, but it serves the vdyb taterpreted as verbum existentites
thing that there existeh the moment’ (This was prompted to me by Professor Duskova,
during a personal consultation on 21st of Decer@béb.)

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (form)- simple NP Wha

final adverbial- adverbial of time, specification

17.But it was all a dream [...] No substance to her nything.... no touch, no contact! Only
this life with Clifford, this endless spinning oéls of yarn, of the minutiae of consciousness,
these stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothin@id they wouldn’t las{p.18)

Translation:

Ani ona, ani co jiného ne#to Zadnou podstatu... Zadny dotyk, Zadny kontakt!tdarzivot s
Cliffordem, to nekonéné spgadani pize vypra¥ni, detailnich podrobnostégomi, ch

piibéhi, o kterych sir Malcolm prohlasil, Ze v nich nicrigZze negetrvaji.
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Type of existential construction bare negative existential
FSP pattern:
Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothing in these storig¢s

Commentary:

We deal here with an existential construction irdéggd into another — elliptical — existential
construction. Cf. (There wab)o substance to her or anything.... no touch, naaxt! (There
wasg Only this life with Clifford, this endless spinniafwebs of yarn, of the minutiae of
consciousnesgthere were onlythese stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothingind they
wouldn’t last

The explicit existential construction constitutgsaat of a complex sentential postmodification
of the elemenstories cf. There were only these storigdbout which]Sir Malcolm saidthat]
there was nothing int is a nominal content clause whénereconstitutes the theme proper
and the prepositional phrada [these stories]) operates as a postmodifying eleniée

rheme of the construction is constituted by a negamdefinite pronoun and its
postmodification. The nature of the postmodifyinggmsitional phrase needs to be analysed.
Despite its strong locative semantics the prepwsdi phrase tends to act as a modifying
element — it is due to the semantic nature of tehtiothing which would be incomplete
standing on its own. Such an indefinite pronoume® require postmodification in order to
provide complete information. The same reasonirdgtdres treatment of examples 13, 14
above as well as all the examples where the headtmhnal subject is constituted by an
indefinite pronoun and is followed by a preposiébphrase.

Comment on the context-dependence of the preppaltghrase:

The storiesare mentioned in the preceding context very fratjyésee examples 12, 13, 14,
15, 16), they are also referred to in the sameesertthis endless spinning of webs of yarn, of
the minutiae of consciousnégss for details about semantic affinity see Dard€§,9: 266 — 7),
but above all they are explicitly brought to attentby the immediately preceding (elliptical)
existential construction where they constitutertiteme (cf.There were only these storjes
Obviously, the prepositional phrase is context-deljgat and thus forms the element with the
least degree of CD within the rheme.

notional subject (contex heterogeneous (context-independent heathing + context-
dependent postmodificatiom([these stories]))
notional subject (formy- complex NP (head¢thing + postmodificationif [these stories]))

Commentary on translation:
We need to note down that the Czech translaticegisds the ellipted existential
construction, instead the construction with theb\eveis chosen,
Cf. No substance to her or anything....

Ani ona, ani co jiného nefto Zadnou podstatu...
(We have noticed the same preferencentreto a verb of existence in example 19, cf.
Duskova 1994: 536, 14.35.5)

18.But it was all a dream [...] No substance to her nything.... no touch, no contact! Only
this life with Clifford, this endless spinning oéls of yarn, of the minutiae of consciousness,

108



these stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothingid they wouldn’t laswWhy should there
be anything in themwhy should they la3t(p.18)

Translation:

Ani ona, ani co jiného ne#to Zadnou podstatu... Zadny dotyk, zadny kontakt!tdarzivot s
Cliffordem, to nekonéné sgadani pize vypra¥ni, detailnich podrobnostéglomi, €ch
piibeht, o kterych sir Malcolm prohlasil, Ze v nich nicngze negetrvaji. Pr@ by v nich
néco melo byt, pra by nely pretrvavat?

Type of existential construction interrogative existential with localisation

FSP structure:

Theme proper (therg —transition (should bg—rheme (why anything in thejn

Commentary:

The rheme is constituted by the antecedent expitdgsmterrogative pronourafything and
its postmodificationif then). The pronoun stands in contrast to the precedéayative
pronoun nothing (rheme of the preceding existerbalstruction). The interrogative pronoun
would carry the intonation nucled/hy should there be ANYTHING in the@@mmentary
on the nature of the prepositional phrase (in thienle found above, in the analysis of
example 17.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headfything + postmodificationifi then))

19.Time went on. Whatever happened, nothing happ&eeduse she was so beautifully out
of contact. She and Clifford lived in their ideasdan his books. She entertained... there were
always people in the hougg.19)

Translation:

Cas plynul. A se @lo cokoli, nedlo se nic, potvadzZ byla tak nadhegrmimo kontakt. Zili

s Cliffordem ve svych mysSlenkach a v jeho knih&ha d@lala hostitelku... vzdycky &oho
méli v dome.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials (adverbial @duency

and localisation)

The FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition proper oriented element(alwayg —transition proper
(were —rheme (peoplg —diatheme (in the housg

Commentary:

First of all we shall comment on the role of theed of frequency as the FSP role of the rest
of the elements in the existential constructiomse® be quite straightforward. We subscribe
to Firbas’s view who notes that adverbials of imai&d time often perform the FSP function of
transition proper oriented elements as they arsetyaelated to the verb, the bearer of
temporal and modal exponents (TMES):

“ As for the adverbial of indefinite time, it renmai closely related to the temporal indication
conveyed by the TMEs and is regarded as TrPraimhéd in between the subject and the
verbal notional component.” (Firbas 1992: 78). @iggamic semantic function of the final
adverbial is that of the setting/scene.

Commentary on translation:

We need to note that the Czech translation ismatcordance with the English original in
that it does not keep the existential constructidre translation in compliance with the
English text would be as follow%: don# byli vzdycky #&aci lidé.
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notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (form)- simple NP geoplg
final adverbial- adverbial of place, setting

20.When he rose, he kissed both her hands, then leotieét, in their suede slippers, and in
silence went away to the end of the room, whertdad with his back to her. There was
silence for some minuteBhen he turned and can@her again as she sat in her old place by
the fire (p. 27)

Translation:

Kdyz vstal, polibil ji ok ruce, pak obnohy v semiSovych trepkach, adky odeSel na druhy
konec pokoje, kdetstal stat zady k ni. &akou chvili bylo ticho. Potom se obratil &3el

zase k ni, jak tu séth na svém starém mésti krbu.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial of time

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (silenceg —diatheme (for some minutgs
Commentary:

The rheme of the existential construction is caatgd by the notional subjestience It is
contextually-independent. In fact, theresiencementioned in the preceding senterice (
silence went awgyhowever it is a different “kind” of silence de#xsng a mode of action (he
went away silently). The silence (in the room) éswnand it is introduced into the discourse by
means of the existential construction. The finalealial for some minutgonstitutes the
diatheme of the sentence. Even though the advashtaintext-independent, it has a successful
competitor in the context-independent subject towavhich the sentence is perspectived
(compare the Czech translation whsitence — tichas placed in the final position, in
harmony with linear arrangement).

The interpretative arrangement of the existentalstruction then unwinds as follontkeme
proper (Therg —diatheme (for some minutgs-transition (wag —rheme (silencg.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP gilence

final adverbial- adverbial of time, dynamic semantic functioritisg

21.She was attached to Clifford. He wanted a good deher life and she gave it to him. But
she wanted a good deal from the life of a man,tarslClifford did not give her; could not.
There were occasional spasms of Micha#i#t, as she knew by foreboding, that would come
to an end(p. 33)

Translation:

Byla pripoutana ke Cliffordovi. VyZadoval na ni zmeucést jejiho Zivota a ona mu ji davala.
Ale ona zase vyZadovala Zm@u c¢ast Zivota muzova, a tu ji Clifford nedaval; nemdhiozila
piilezitostné kecovité zachvaty s Michaelisem. Ale vaatuSe ¥déla, Ze to skodi.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (were) —rheme (occasional spasms of Michaglis

Commentary:

The bare existential construction comprises thstertialThere transitionawas and a
composite rhematic pam¢casional spasms of Michadlis

Analysis of the composite rheme:
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The rheme is constituted by the head napag¢m}y which is both premodifiedbfcasiona)

and postmodifieddf Michaelig.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (premodificatiom¢casiona) + head §pasmp+
postmodification by prepositional phrasé Kichaelig)

22.There was a gorgeous talk on Sunday evening, wieecanversation drifted again to
love. (p.40)

Translation:

K nadherné diskusi doslo v n#dvecer, kdyz se konverzace znovu&ta na lasku.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a gorgeoudalk) —diatheme (on Sunday
evening —rest of the rheme(when the conversation drifted again to Ipve

Commentary:
The existential construction opens a new paragrapty in the same the chapter the reader is
acquainted with a group of aristocratic men, tlenis (as Connie called them privately for
herself), who regularly meet at Wragby to discusmsous matters of the world, cfhere were
a few regular men, constants; men who had beeraati@idge with Clifford[...] They all
believed in the life of mind’he sentence under discussion introduces therastd one of
their talks.
The notional subject is context-independent asestgd by the indefinite article. Together
with its premodification it constitutes the rhensgtiart of the construction. Though context-
independent, the final adverbial constitutes tla¢hdime of the construction as the
communication is perspectived towaaltalk Semantically, the adverbial constitutes the
scene. The notion aélk is further modified by the adverbial clause ofdifwhen the
conversation drifted again to loyevhich informs us about the nature of thkk and as such it
moves the communication a step further (it is trere proper of the whole). The adverbial
clause carries the highest degree of CD of the evhol
notional subject (contexy heterogeneous
notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinea) + modification ¢orgeou$ + head falk)
+ discontinuous postmodification by a relative skagvhen the
conversation drifted again to lop)e
final adverbial- adverbial of time, setting

23.In the wood everything was motionless, the olddean the ground keeping the frost on
their underside. A jay called harshly, many littieds fluttered, But there was no game; no
pheasantsThey had been killed off during the war [.(J. 47)

Translation:

V lese bylo vSechno nehybné, staré listi na zéstiéxalo zespoda ogno. Ozval se drsny
kiik sojky a tepetani kidel spousty drobného ptactva. Ale nebyla tu z&isg zadni
bazanti. Byli vybiti za valky [...]

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with simple notiondjsat

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(game —NegFocA
(no) —rheme 2 proper (pheasants
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Commentary:

The existential construction comprises a multiggonal subject. The subject is context-
independent, semantically it stands for a phenomaémtooduced on the scene. The
components of the notional subject represent separi@nation phrases with an intonation
nucleus on each of the nouns. Both the componeathamatic.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form}- compound NP (asyndetic coordination)

24. Clifford’s mental life and hers gradually beganfe®l like nothingness. Their marriage,
their integrated life based on a habit of intimathat he talked about: there were days when it
all became utterly blank and nothin@. 57)

Translation:

Zacinala postupécitit Cliffordav i svij duSevni zivot jako nicotu. Jejich manzelstviigej
celistvy zivot, zalozeny naigtiérném navyku, o kterem Clifford mluvil: byly dny, «di to
vSechno fipadalo naprosto prazdné a nicotne.

Type of existential construction bare existential with a postmodified notional jggb

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (werg —rheme (day9 —rheme proper (when it all
became utterly blank and nothing

Commentary:
The notional subject is postmodified. The postmodifon is realised by an adjectival relative
clause, which constitutes the rheme proper.
notional subject (context) heterogeneous (as it is complex, there somexbdependent
elements)
notional subject (form) complex NP (headlayg + clausal postmodificatiomfen it all
became utterly blank and nothing

25.And she went through the days dreariiaere was nothing now but this empty treadmill of
what Clifford called the integrated life, the lohgng together of two peoplevho are in the
habit of being in the same house with one anotfper63)

Translation:

A prochézela pak Zivotem jako pustinou. Nebylozwnic nez ten prazdny Slapaci mlyn,
kterému Cliffordiikal celistvy zZivot, vlieklé spoluZziti dvou lidi,df jsou zvykli bydlet spolu
v jednom dom.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothing —diatheme (now) —the rest of
the rheme (butthis empty treadmill of what Clifford called theegrated life, the long living
together of two people who are in the habit of gemthe same house with one anojher

Commentary:

The sentence presents an example of a very compdexatic part. We encounter here an
example of discontinuous postmodification. The digmuity is due to the adverbialdw)
preceding the postmodifying element. The princgflend-weight and end-focus apply here.
The postmodification of the subject elemamithing is realised by a complex prepositional
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phrase consisting of a prepositidiuf) and two nominal elements in apposititmit( this
empty treadmilbf what Clifford called the integrated life + tiheng livingtogether of two
people, who are in the habit of being in the samesk with one another

Commentary on translation:

This time our comment does not concern the FSRPhieuinfortunate translation of the adjunct

integrated We believe something likezdjemw@ propojeny a word, which shows the fusion of

the two lives, would be more fitting.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (as it is complex, there are somext-dependent
elements)

notional subject (formy- complex NP (headh¢thing + complex postmodification by a
prepositional phrasd(tthis empty treadmill of what Clifford
called the integrated life, the long living togetloé two people who
are in the habit of being in the same house with amothe))

final adverbial- context-independent, diatheme

00.“It’s the....it's the.... pussy!” Shudders of subsidsups.
“What pussy, dear?”
After a silence the shy fist, clenching on sixpepoeted into the bramble brake.
“There!”
Connie looked and there, sure enough, was a bickitat, stretched out grimly, with a bit
of blood on it (p. 68)
Translation:
,10 ... to ta...¢icinka.” Otresy ustavajicich vzlyk
»~Jakacicinka, mila&ku?*
Po chvili mEeni placha gst tisknouci Sestipenci ukazala do ostruzini.
.ramdle!”
Connie se podivala a opravdu, leZela tam védtaa kaéka, pochmura natazena,
s krvavou skvrnou na srsti.
Type of existential construction NOT an existential construction
Commentary:
The construction under study — though it presemtsxample of a presentation scale — is
not an existential construction. The narrativere (see the underlinedause) refers to the
bramble breakand the construction is one of locative charadtespeech, it would
constitute an independent intonation unit and itilddoe fully pronounced (i.e. without
reductions).
Since the past participlsttetched out grimlydisplays features of adverbial and
semantically it provides the reader with more infation about the sign that the cat gave
we ascribe it the dynamic semantic function of gption. The prepositional phrase
(with a bit of blood on }tin its adverbial function constitutes the furtlspecification
(rheme proper) of the clause:
theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a big black cat— specification
(stretched out grimly—further specification (with a bit of blood on )t
notional subject (context) independent (first mention indefinite article)
notional subject (formy- modified by combination of two adjectivésd black
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26.But a child, a baby! that was still one of the sgim1s. She would venture gingerly on that
experimentThere was the man to consider, and it was curi@3,) there wasn’t a man in
the world whose children you wantedick’s children! Repulsive thoudh(ip. 74)

Translation:

Ale dit¢, détatko! To ji paad jes¢ vzruSovalo. Velice opatése k tomu pokusu odhodlavala.
Bylo tieba uvazovat o vhodném muzi, a kupodivu, nenastaténikoho,¢i dite¢ by chela.
Mickovy déti! Odporné pomysleni!

Type of existential construction

26. positive bare existential with modified notibeabject

27. negative existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern

26.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (the man to considgr

We need to consider the definiteness in the nowasgthe man to consideiThere are two

possible interpretations.

First, the definite article is anaphoric and itemsfto Mick whose name is mentioned at the

beginning of the previous paragraph — but whataseythe notion of Mick is very activated in

reader’s conscience as (s)he understands he amippenan with whom Connie (the heroine

considering a child) has a sexual intercourse.ddimite article then reflects the situational

definiteness and the notional subject is thus ctvdependent (situational context-

dependence).

Second, the definite article is cataphoric anduad € is not an indicator of context-

dependence. Semanticaltile marrefers to a general notion of a male needed tettiag a

child. This interpretation is supported by the gahbBuman agent in the following clause

(there wasn’t a man in the world whose children y@anted. For this reason we are inclined

towards the second interpretation and the notisuabjlect enters our analysis as context

independent.

notional subject (contex context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineth) + head ihan + postmodification by
means of infinitive o considey)

FSP pattern:

27.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wasn') —rheme (a mar) —diatheme (in the world
—the rest of the rheme(whose children you wanted

The prepositional phrasen(the world needs to be commented on. We are interested in it
potential context (in)dependence. The role of tinite article here is to indicate the feature
of uniqueness; it is not an indicator of contexpeleence. As DuSkova writes “...the definite
article, which indicates a situationally uniqueeattj may determine either a new or a given
item.” (2000: 47) We need to consider the preagdintext —as it is not mentioned there, the
prepositional phrase is context independent arsiels it enters our analysis.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- postmodified by a possessive relative clause

final adverbial- context-independent, diatheme

Commentary on translation:
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We tend to think that in Czech translation the exigal structure should have been preserved
as well as the general human ag@d:svte neni muz, jehoz diby clovek chel.

28. Connie and Clifford talk about the game-keepiaiiragby, Mellors. The conversation is
started by Connie:

“ The game-keeper, Mellors, is a curious kind of pefsshe said to Clifford“he might
almost be a gentleman

“Might he?” said Clifford. “I hadn’t noticed.”

“But isn’t there something special about him?” Comimsisted.”

“I think he’s a quite nice fellow, but | know vdritle about him. He only came out of the
army last year, less than a year ago. From Indigther think. He may have picked up
certain tricks out there, perhaps he was an offgeervant, and improved on his position.
Some of the men were like that. But it does thegond, they have to fall back into their old
place when they get home again.”

Connie gazed at Clifford contemplatively. She sahiin the peculiar tight rebuff against
anyone of the lower classes who might be realipliing up, which she knew was
characteristic of his breed.

“But don’t you think there is something special dbdom?”, she asked

“Frankly, no! Nothing | had noticed.” (p- 79)

Translation:

LAle nezda se Ti, Ze je n&m néco vyjimeného? “ opakovala znovu.

Type of existential construction existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —rheme proper (is) —theme (somethingspecial about himn

Because the notional subject is retrievable froenpteceding context (see the second question
asked by Connie about the game-keeper), the faligwiterpretation seems to be plausible:
the rheme proper of the clause is constituted byw#rb which is in contrast with the negative
verb form. As Clifford obviously disagrees with Goa about the game-keeper, Connie insists
(by repetition) on the ascription of an extraordynquality to the game-keeper. The intonation
centre then would be carried by the verbBeft don’t you think there IS something special
about him?and the corresponding Czech translation wouldstfelbows: ,Ale nezda se Ti, Ze
na rem reco vyjimeiného JE? “ OR ,Ale nezda se Ti, Ze ranJE rgco vyjimeaného? “

The final prepositional phrasal{out hinm) has the function of postmodification (for
commentary on the treatment of the prepositioneig go to example 17).

What we encounter here is a rare example of aseafenctioning athe second instance

level where “all its elements are context-dependenbhet which appears in heavy ad-hoc

contrast as momentary context independent” (Svol@#il: 4). In our example the contrast

is carried by the verb whose polarity constitutestheme of the whole.

notional subject (context context dependent, indefinite pronoun

notional subject (formy- complex NP (indefinite pronousadmethiny + postmodification by
adjective §pecia) + postmodification by a prepositional phrase
(about him)

29. Cronies (viz. commentary of example 22) dis¢heduture of men.
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“There might even be real men, in the next phiased TommyReal, intelligent, wholesome
men, and wholesome nice women! Wouldn't that beaage, an enormous change from us?
We’re not men and the women aren’t wonjen]’(p. 86)

Translation:

,Dokonce by se mohli vifsti fazi objevit opravdovi muzifekl Tommy. ,Opravdovi,
inteligentni, zdravi muzi a zdravé, milé Zeny. Naldyy to znéna, obrovska zgma ve
srovnani s nami? My nejsme zadni muzi, a Zzeny ogjsay. [...]"

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

Commentary:

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition proper (migh) —focalizer (ever) —the rest of

transition (be) —rheme (real men —diatheme (in the next phage

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatiomgal) + head ihen)

final adverbial- context-independent, setting

30.And she drifted on without knowing where she wilssfie came to the clearing, at the far
end of the wood, and saw the green-stained stoit@gen looking almost rosy, like the flesh
underneath a mushroom, its stone warmed in a lmfrstin._And there was a sparkle of yellow
j[asmine by the door; the closed dofw. 99)
Translation:
A u dvei jiskiil Zluty jasmin; u zakenych dvé.
Type of existential construction existential with a final adverbial
FSP pattern:
Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a sparkle of yellow jasmihe-diatheme
(by the dooy
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (form) complex NP (the head noum gparklg¢ postmodified by
prepositional phrasef yellow jasming

final adverbial- context-independent (the door: situationallyquei object, the definite article

does not indicate context-dependence), adverbialaak, setting

31. “Do you lock the hut when you're not here?”

“Yes, your Ladyship.”

“Do you think | could have a key too, so that | lkbsit here sometimes? Are there two kéys?
(p. 104)

Translation:

Jsou k chatdva klce?

Type of existential construction bare existential

Commentary:

FSP pattern:

Transition (Are) —theme proper (there —rheme (two key}

Commentary:

The notion okeyis mentioned in the preceding context ([could | have a kej...]?) yet it is
perceived as new due to gentrastive nature; the numeratwo stands in contrast to one (key
available). Theheme proper is constituted by the numerap), which carries the highest
degree of CD, cfAre there TWO KEYX(level stress)
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notional subject (contextheterogeneous (the subject of keys brought dipampreceding
sentence)
notional subject (formy- complex NP (quantifier + head)

32.So she sat, looking at the rain, listening to ttfeynnoiseless noises of it, and to the

strange soughing of wind in upper branches, whenetBeemed to be no wir{@. 109)

Translation:

Sedtla tak a divala se do déshaslouchala jeh®etnym nehldnym Selestm a Sundni vétru

v hatejSich tvich, i kdyz se zdalo, ze zadny vitr neni.

Type of existential construction negative bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (seemed to he-rheme proper (no) —rheme (wind)

Commentary:

The notional subjecw(ind) is fully retrievable from the preceding contertlaas such it is

contextually dependent. The rheme proper of théeser is constituted by its negative

polarity; the existential construction is perspeati towards the negation of the existence of

the wind. This interpretation is also supportedh®s Czech translation where the bearer of

negation (negative verb) is placed at the endettause.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneoustfange soughing of wind the preceding clause,
context-independent negative determiner)

notional subject (form)- simple NP (determinen¢) + head \Wind))

33. She said to Connie one day: “All men are babiesnwou come to the bottom of them.
Why, I've handled some of the toughest customeeserswent down Tevershall pit. But let
anything ail them so that you have to do for thend they’re babies, just big babies. Oh,
there’s not much difference in méfp. 115)

Translation:

Rekla jednou Connii: ,V3ichni muzsti jsou jako mirkén kdyZ je peadre prokouknete.
Bodey’, oSetovala jsem par nejotrlejSich chlapjlco kdy sfarali do tevershallské Sachty. Ale
sotva je &co zaboli, Ze poebujou, aby sélovék o né staral, hned jsou z nich miminka, prost
odrostla miminka. Jsou v tom vSichni stejni, jegiko druhy.

Type of existential construction negative existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (is not) —rheme (much difference-diatheme— (in

mer)

The topic of men is clearly established from thenleeginning of the talk. The prepositional
phrase ib mer) functions syntactically as an adverbial (trarsiiée to the beginning of the
clause and also the semantics of localisation speafavour of our interpretation) and
semantically (we mean the dynamic semantic fungitoconstitutes the scene/setting for the
phenomenonnjuch differenceintroduced.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy complex NP (quantifiemfuch + head difference)

Commentary on translation:
We need to note that the existential constructamtieen abandoned in the Czech translation.
Instead, the verbo-nominal qualifying predicati@s been used.
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34.1f old James Allsop hasn't risen from his graves iiecause there’s no risinfpr he kept
her that strict (p. 120)

Translation:

Jestli se stary James neobraci v byeék jenom proto, Ze to nejde: vidydrzel tak zkréatka.
Type of existential construction negative bare existential with notional subjemstituted

by gerund

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (is) —rheme proper (no) - rheme (rising)

We interpret the negative particle as the most odyogart of the clause. The phenomenon of
rising is retrievable from the immediately relevant cantd@he notion ofising is established
before it is brought up in a new light (and thatssnegation). Our interpretation seems to be
supported by the Czech translation, which doegwenh mention the activity of rising from
the grave (in Czech realia it is “turning in thege”) but refers to it by a pronoun and the
notion of negation is placed at the end of theszau

We need to point out that the notional subjecbisstituted by gerund. We have noticed the

gerund in the rhematic subject in examples 43,4hdnterestingly, the gerund in the role of

the notional subject is always negative (see e4x43, 44).

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (context-independent negativeeleafio) +
context-dependent heads{ng))

notional subject (form)- simple NP (determineng@) + head ijsing))

35.Now he realized the distinction between populacsess and working success: the

populace of pleasure and the populace of wprkl Yes, there were two great groups of dogs

wrangling for the bitch goddesthe group of flatterers, those who offered heuaement,

stories, films, plays: and the other, much lessaghanuch more savage breed, those who gave

her meat, the real substance of mar{(py 125 — 126)

Translation:

Ano, byli tu dw velké smeéky psi, ktefi se ocubci bohyni prali mezi sebou: siea

lichotnika, kteri ji nabizeli zabavu, povidky, filmy a hry, a dridrd€ka, daleko méh

okazala, daleko div@jSiho plemene, ktera ji poskytovala maso, skude podstatu pea.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (werg —rheme (two great groups of dogs wrangling for

the bitch godde3s

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form} complex NP (quantifietWo) + premodification greaf) + head
(groupg + postmodification by a complex prepositional gge Of
dogs wrangling for the bitch goddégss

36.And Mrs. Bolton was carefully dressing him in emgnilothes, for there were important
business guests in the houge 131)

Translation:

A pani Boltnova ho pdivé oblékala do smokingu, protozesinv don dalezité obchodni
hosty.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:
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Theme proper (therg —transition (were —rheme (important business guejtsdiatheme

(in the housg

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (successive premodificationgortant businegst+
head guest})

final adverbial- context-dependent due to the broader contexinget

37.She was kneeling and holding her hands slowly fatwalindly, so that the chicken

should run in to the mother-hen again. And thers s@mething so mute and forlorn in her

compassion flamed in his bowels for .hgr. 136)

Translation:

Klecela a vztahovala @lruce pomalu vied, poslepu, aby k& mohlo vighnout zpatky

k mane.A pasobila @i tom tak mé a opusing, Ze se mu utroby sesly soucitem.

Type of existential construction existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (somethingo mute and forlorin her)

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (head¢methiny + intensifier §0 + modification by
two adjectives in coordinatiomute and forlorh +
postmodification by a prepositional phraseler))

38.0h, if only there were other men to be with, thifiipat sparkling electric Thing outside
there, to preserve the tenderness of life, thederebs of women, and the natural riches of
desire (p. 142)

Translation:

Ach, kdyby tu byli je&t jini muzi, kt&i by s nim bojovali proti té jigkci elektrické \&ci tam
venku, aby zachovalighu Zivota, ghu Zen a prozené bohatstvi touhy!

Type of existential construction existential construction with two final (asynabetily
coordinated) adverbials (infinitive of purpose)

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented elements(if only) — theme proper(there —transition (were —
rheme 1(other men to be wijh-rheme 2 (specification)(to fight that sparkling electric
Thing outside thefe-rheme 3 (further specification)(to preserve the tenderness of life, the
tenderness of women, and the natural riches oféesi

Commentary:

The clause under examination (underlined) presamexistential construction as a part of an
optative sentence.

As for the opening of the clausé gnly) we take the view of Svoboda stated in Firbas 2)99
“l also accept his [Svoboda’s] suggestion thateirtordinary use conjunctions perform the
TrPro-function” (see p. 79)

Interestingly, there are two syntactic types oinitive juxtaposed. First, the postmodifying
infinitive to be with second the adverbial infinitite fight(that sparkling electric Thing
outside thergsemantically stating a purpose. In the final posiwe find another infinitive of
purpose asyndetically coordinated with the preagdime. The adverbials are context-
independent and complex. As such they developdheranication further and constitute the
specification of the sentence.
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From the point of view of dynamic semantic functpthe sentence implements what
Chamonikolasova and Adam (2005: 59 — 69) pointédsthe Extended Presentation

Scale On a series of examples from both biblical and-hiblical (contemporary) texts they
show that apart from the two basic dynamic semasttides (presentation scale and quality
scale) there are two more subtypes — the CombineditQ) Scale which “may be identified
with the pure Quality Scale” and the Combined Rrteg@n Scale which “may be considered
a subtype of the pure Presentation Scale” (62).Eptiended Presentation Scale consists of
setting (Set), presentation (Pr), phenomenon baingduced onto the scene (Ph), and
specification (Sp). Their examples of the scalesamacturally the same as our sentence 38.
“The Sp-element, realized grammatically in 16 -a$&n adverbial phrase or clause, carries
the highest degree of CD within the sentence:datses the presentation of the phenomenon
by means of a simile or an explanation of the redsothe presentation” (64). In our example
the adverbials specify the purpose for which thagkeeper wishes the presencetbier

men

The figure below presents the structure of Exterfiesentation Scale

Setting Presentation of Phenomenon Specification
Phenomenon Presented
(Set) (Pr) (Ph) (Sp)

(after Chamonikolasova, Adam, 2005:62)

The dynamic semantic scale of our sentence isitteified as follows:scene/setting
(therg — presentationof phenomenon(were — phenomenonpresented on the scen@ther
men to be with— specification (to fight that sparkling electric Thing outside tep+ further
specification (to preserve the tenderness of life...

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (modificatioro(her + head inen + postmodification
by infinitive (to be with)

final adverbial- adverbial of purpose, context-independspégcification

39.“Don’t you care about a’ the risk?” he asked in asky voice. “You should care. Don’t
care when it’s too late!”

There was a curious warning pleading in his voige 147)

Translation:

»TObé& nezdleZi na tom, co riskuje$?" zeptal se ochlapiTo by teda rdlo. Abys nengkala,
az bude poz#*

V hlase mu zaztla podivna vystraha.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (a curious warning pleadingn his voice
Commentary:

In the rhematic part, the prepositional phrasén(s voicé belongs to the scope of the
participial predication and as such it does nostitute an adverbial of the existential
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construction as a whole. It is context-dependentkvimakes it the element with the lowest

degree of CD within the rheme.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification urious + head
(warning + postmodification by participlgoleading in his voicg

40. Connie visiting her old acquaintance, a mamwwedan of Connie’s age.

There was a great relaying of the talded the best cups brought and the best teqpoil54)

Translation:

Na stole vypuklo velké nové prostirani a bytinpseny bozihodové Salky a bozihodova

konvice.

Type of existential construction bare existential construction

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a great relaying of the tabje

notional subject (context) context-independent (the definite article in plostmodifying
prepositional phrasehe tablg indicates situationally unique
object, it does not occur in the immediately refgvantext and
as such it must be treated as context-independent)

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinea)+ premodificationgreaf + head

(relaying) + postmodification by prepositional phrasé the tablg)

0B. He thought of his wife, and always bitterly. Shd kaemed so brutal. But he had not seen
her now since 1915, in the spring when he joinedyigh there she was, not three miles away,
and more brutal than eve(p. 167)

Translation:

Myslel na svou Zenu, jako vzdycky s trpkostipRdala mu tak brutélni. Aledgi nevidél uz

od roku 1915, kdy se naf@aprihlasil na vojnu. A pece tu byla, ani negpkilometri odsud, a

Vi s

Type of existential construction NOT an existential constructiotihere— of adverbial nature
Commentary:

The communicative aim of the clause is not theametroducing a phenomenon on the
scene, but the one twfcalizing the phenomenon (cf. she was less than three ewagy)

41.Well, well! So her ladyship had fallen for him! Weher ladyship wasn't the first: there
was something about hir(p. 173)

Translation:

Inu, inu! Tak tedy milostiva pani se dého zakoukala! No — milostiva pani neni prvni; ten
chlapik ma aco do sebe.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

theme proper (therg) —transition (wag —rheme (somethingabout hin)

The most problematic interpretation concerning éxistential construction seems to be that
of the final element, the prepositional phrasieout hin). Since an indefinite pronoun in the
function of the notional subject requires postmigdiion, we interpret the element as a
postmodifying element and thus an element constguine compact unit with its head. Also,
the prepositional phrase when being moved to tigenhang of the clause creates an
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ungrammatical construction (in contrast to an el@noé adverbial nature, which can be

moved to the beginning without restriction), ciAbout him there was something

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head@methiny + postmodification by prepositional
phrase gbout hin))

42. Squire Winter in a conversation with Clifford:

“ By the way, dear boy, is there any foundation érthmour that we may entertain hopes of
an heir to Wragb¥’ (p. 178)

Translation:

~,Mimochodem, drahy chlag, maji kjaky podklad tyfeci, Ze mizeme doufat na Wragby

v deédice?”

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Transition (Is) —theme proper (there —rheme (any foundation to the rumour that we may
entertain hopes of an heir to Wragby

Commentary:

The rhematic part is rather complex: prepositigphabse (headd) + NP ¢he rumour that we
may entertain hopes of an heir to Wragbyrhe noun phrase is again rather extensive: head
(the rumouy + appositional postmodification by nominal contelause that we may

entertain hopes of an heir to Wragby

notional subject (contex heterogeneous

notional subject (formy complex NP (determineaify) + head foundatior) +

postmodification by prepositional phrase the rumour that we may entertain hopes of an
heir to Wragby)

43.Now, by a subtle pervasion of the new spirit, hé $@mehow been pushed out. It was he
who did not belong any more. There was no mistaikif(g. 187 — 188)

Translation:

A ted’, s postupnym pronikanim nového ducha, #ak vytlatovan. To on uz sem nepiat
Nedalo se o tom pochybovat.

Type of existential construction bare existential with notional subject constituby gerund
FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (mistaking i}

The sentence represents a modal type (see Dusk&va 355, section 12.21.4d), a fact which
is aptly reflected in Czech translatidhwasn’t possible to doubt)it

The rhematic part consists of both context-indepahdlementsnp mistakingand context-
dependent elements)( The pronoun represents the statement made jpréwous sentence,
therheme proper is constituted by the head of the NRigtaking. The rhematic part consists
of a gerund and its object.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form) complex NP (determinend) + head ifhistaking + object of the

gerund {t))

44. “But he didn’t want to leave ydsaid Connie. [...]
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“You feel the pit wanted him killed. You feel thidgi wanted to kill him. Oh, I felt, if it
hadn’t been for the pit, an them as runs the piér¢ had been no leaving rhep. 195)
Translation:

»2Ale on vam frece necld odejit,“ namitla Connie. [...]

,Praw z toho jeclovéku tak hako. Ma pocit, Ze ho lidi ckti zabit. Ze ho Sachta zrovna
chtéla zabit. Mtla jsem pocit, Ze kdyby nebylo té Sachtgeht co jitidi, Ze by ode byl
neodesSel.”

Type of existential construction bare existential with notional subject constituby gerund
FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (had beeh—rheme proper (no) —rheme (leaving mg
Commentary:

The existential construction here constitutes & @faat conditional clause (unreal condition
referring to the past). The rhematic part congiétsoth context-independent elements)
and context —dependent elemeheaying mé.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinend) + head leaving + object of the
gerund (ne)

We need to point out that in the example above @& with non-standard English (nate
them as runs the pijtcharacteristic of spoken language of lower @ass Lawrence’s time.

45. Connie and Mellors are having a conversatidreyTalk for a while, then the conversation
comes to a halt before it starts up again.

There was a pausép. 201)

Translation:

Chvili miceli.

Type of existential construction bare existential with simple NP

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a pausé

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (determinea) + head pause)

46. “There’s sure to be a bad nut in a basketf(d. 206)

Translation:

,V koSiku s jabkama najdes i padata.”

Type of existential construction existential construction with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition proper (is) —transition proper oriented element
(TrPro) (surg —transition (to bg —rheme (a bad nu} — diatheme(in a basketfyl
Commentary:

The existential construction is employed in an ad&gom the FSP point of view it is
interesting for having quite an extensive transgigpart, which is constituted by the verb of
existence on the sceng)(and by exponents of modalityure to b& The rhematic part
comprises only context-independent elements. Theradl of placeiq a basketfylis
context-independent as well (i.e. not retrievabdenf the immediately relevant context),
however it is not a successful competitor of theamal subjectd bad nuf as the
communication is perspectived towards its preseEmtain the scene.

notional subject (contexy context-independent
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notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationi§ad) + head fut))
final adverbial- context-independent, setting

47."0Oh good!” said Connie. “If only there aren’t morstriked” (p. 215)
Translation:

»Vvyborn¢!* fekla Connie. ,Jen aby zase ti8fa néjaka stavka!”

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented elements(If only) — theme proper(therg —transition (aren't)
—rheme (more strikep

Commentary:

The example presents an existential constructian st of an optative sentence. The subject
of strikesis brought on the scene for the first time. Selvenapters earlier a discontent of the
miners was mentioned, but only now the discontestlieen given a shape of strikes. The
notional subject is context-independent.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (quantifienfore + head $trike9)

48."“It is not the individuals that make an aristocraayis the functioning of the aristocratic
whole. And it is the functioning of the whole miéisd makes the common man what he is.”
“Then there is no common humanity between U3 @tl. 220)

Translation:

YAristokracii netvdi jednotlivci, zalezi na funkci aristokracie jakelku. A pra tak funkce
dawvi jakozto celku dl4 z prostych lidi to, co jsou.”

»Tak nas tedy vSechny nespojuje nic spntdidskeho?*

Type of existential construction existential construction with more adverbialst{@ and
final)

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Ther) — theme proper(therg —transition (is) —
rheme (no common humanity- diatheme (between us gl

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinend) + modification common + head
(humanity)

final adverbial- context-dependent, setting

49. She slipped out silently and unseen. There wasahalbon shiningenough to make the a
little light in the world, not enough to show hgr m her dark-grey coafp. 234)
Translation:

Vyklouzla tiSe a nepozorovanSvitil dost jas# pilmésic, dost na to, aby trochu ¥ld na
cestu, ale ne natolik, aby bylo ¥idi v tmavoSedém plasti.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (half a moon shining

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (partitive quantifiendlf) + determinerd) + head
(moon + postmodification by a participlsifining)
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50. Connie looks at a photograph of the game-kespehis ex-wife.

But even in the photograph his eyes were alertdmahtless. And the woman was not
altogether a bully, though her jowl was heavy. Bwas a touch of appeal in her
Translation:

Ale i na té fotografii ndl Zivé a nebojacnésa A ona nebyla ubec semetrika, i kdyz &a
masivnicelisti. Bylo na ni co gitazlivého.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a touch of appeal diatheme (in her)
notional subject (contexy independent

notional subject (form) complex NP (determinea) + head fouch + postmodification ¢f

appea))
final adverbial- context-dependent, adverbial of place, setting
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Source Gilbert Keith ChestertormThe Annotated Innocence of Father Browxford: Oxford
University Press, 1987

Czech translation Alena Hartmanova, J. Z. Novak. Povidky otce Bral#aradoxy pana
Ponda. Praha: Odeon, 1985.
examples 58 — 63 AH
examples 67 — 71, 100 JZN
JanCulik. Modry Kiiz. Praha: Lidova demokracie, 1968.
examples 51 - 53
examples 76 — 99
chybi: . 54, 55, 56, 57, 64, 65, 66, 72, 73, 74, 75

51 He said that if one had a clue this was the waay; but if one had no clue at all it was

the best, because there was just the chance tlyab@dity that caught the eye of the pursuer

might be the same that had caught the eye of treipd (p. 22)

Translation:

H4jil tento zvraceny postup zcela logicky: Méa-licdevek ¢eho drzet, je pry tohle nejhorsi

postup; nema-li, je to pry nejlepsi, néls® niize statze jaka zvlastnost zaujme

pronasledovatele zrovna tak, jak@gtim zaujala pronasledovanéhd)(J

Type of existential construction existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (just) — composite rhematic part(the

chance that any oddity that caught the eye of thsyer might be the same that had caught

the eye of the pursugd

Analysis of the rhematic part:

The definite articlethe chancé is obviously cataphoric and as such it does mditate

context dependence. We need to look at the imneddieglevant context. Thetbe chance

has not been mentioned and thus the head of tienabsubject is context-independent, a

carrier of new information. It is postmodified byeams of a content nominal clause whose

subject &ny oddity is postmodified by a relative adjectival clauséhu which there is

another postmodification by a relative adjectiviause. The complex postmodification

contains context-dependent elemeftte pursuer, the pursugd

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinethie) + head ¢hancé + complex
postmodification that any oddity that caught the eye of the pursuer
might be the same that had caught the eye of treipg)

52. “Our cue at last, cried Valentin, waving his stickthe place with the broken winddw.
“What window? What cu&asked his principal assistant.

“Why, what proof is there that this has anythinddowith therf?” (p. 28)

Translation:

,Kde méte dikaz, Ze to ma s nimidcto spoléného? (()

Type of existential construction interrogative bare existential with postmodifigational
subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (what prooj —rheme proper (that this has
anything to do with thejn
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Commentary:

| believe (at least as the reader | perceive)itisat the question is perspectived towards the

wh- expressionwhat prooj which thus constitutes the rheme (the focus). dreent nominal

clause (discontinuous postmodification) speciffesriature of thproofand as such it moves

the communication a step forward. It carries tlghbst degree of CD and thus it constitutes

the rheme proper of the whole.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy}- complex NPwWhat+ head roof) + clausal discontinuous
postmodification that this has anything to do with thpm

53.The first he heard was the tail of one of FatheowBn’'s sentences, which endéd:. what
they really meant in the Middle Ages by the heabensy incorruptibl€.

The taller priest nodded his bowed head and said:

“Ah, yes, these modern infidels appeal to theiraeabut who can look at those millions of
worlds and not feel that there may well be wonderfiverses above us where reason is
utterly unreasonabl® (p. 34)

Translation:

»ANo, tito moderni ne#rci se dovolavaji rozumu; ale kdo sézm divat na ty miliony it a
nemit pocit, Ze tam nad nami jsdalia podivuhodné vesmiry, kde rozum je épln
nerozumnym?* @)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (may well bg—rheme (wonderful universgs-diatheme
(above uy—rheme proper (where reason is utterly unreasonagble

Commentary:

There are two possible interpretations: eithemptfepositional phrasabove usnay be
perceived as an element postmodifying the headersesand then all the part following the
head would be perceived as successive postmodificalr the prepositional phrase may
function as an adverbial and then the final clauseld function as a discontinuous
postmodification of the heaghiversesDue to the transferability of the prepositionhtase
(cf. Above us there may well be universes where reasottarly unreasonab)aeve decided
for the latter interpretation.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (context-dependent elemeasor)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (premodificationvpnderfu) + head @niverse} +
discontinuous postmodificatiowfere reason is utterly unreasonaple

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme

54. Aristide Valentin, Chief of Paris Police, was l&e his dinner, and some of his guests
began to arrive before him. These were, howevassered by his confidential servant, lvan,
the old man with a scar, and a face almost as geeliis moustaches, who always sat at a
table in the entrance hall — a hall hung with weapoValentin’s house was perhaps as
peculiar and celebrated as its mastiénwvas an old house, with high walls and tall pagla
almost overhanging the Seine; but the oddity —@erthaps the police value — of its
architecture was this: that there was no ultimaté at all except through this front door,
which was guarded by Ivan and the armouypy 41)

Translation:
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Type of existential construction negative existential with final adverbial, extedd

presentation scale

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (ultimate exit at alf —

focalizer (excep} —specification (through this front door, which was guarded by heard the

armoury)

Commentary:

Adverbialthrough this front doocomprises an anaphoric demonstrathis which refers

back to the textthe entrance hall

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy complex NP (determinend) + premodification (ltimate) + head

(door) + intensifier &t all))

final adverbial- adverbial of exception, not retrievable from itmenediately relevant context
but comprising context-dependent elemenheterogeneous, vithis front
door, specification

final adverbial (form)- prepositional phrase the head of which is podtfieal by a relative

adjectival clause

Example of Extended Presentation Scale

NOTE: It seems that whenever the adverbial in astential construction is extensive, i.e. it is
either realized by a clause (ex. 54) or a heawtmodified prepositional phrase (ex. 55), it
must necessarily constitute the specification.

55. Detective Valentin is examining the scene ofuader in a garden.

Valentin went down on his hands and knees and eweahwith his closest professional
attention the grass and ground for some twenty yaodind the body, in which he was
assisted less skilfully by the doctor, and quitguedy by the English lord. Nothing rewarded
their grovelling except a few twigs, snapped orgged into very small lengths, which
Valentin lifted for an instant’'s examination anethtossed away.

“Twigs,” he said gravely; “twigs, and a total strger with his head cut off; that is all there is
on this lawn’ (p. 47)

Translation:

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme (deleted relativethaf]) — theme proper (therg —rheme (is) — diatheme (on this

lawn)

The notional subject is constituted by the coveldtivethat, cf. ... that is all[thaf] there is on
this lawn As it is context-dependent (it stands &l the rheme of the preceding clause), the
verb of existence on the scem® pecomes a successful competitor for the rheme. Th
adverbial is context-dependent (deictics) and constitutes the setting.

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (omitted relative pronotuthédt])

final adverbial- context-dependent, setting
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56. A comment after a conversation in which a sampg fact in a murder mystery is revealed
(for the sake of completeness we have put in @&tarigunk of context).

The knock came again and Ivan put in his scarred.fa

“Beg pardon, sir,” he said, “but Mr Brayne has ldfte house.”

“Left!” cried Valentin, and rose for the first tim@ his feet.

“Gone. Scooted. Evaporated,” replied Ivan, in hummas French. “His hat and coat are gone,
too, and I'll tell you something to cap it all. &m outside the house to find any traces of him,
and found one, and a big trace, too.”

“What do you mean?” asked Valentin.

“I'll show you,” said his servant, and reappearedtiva flashing naked cavalry sabre,
streaked with blood about the point and edge. Ev@gyin the room eyed it as if it were a
thunderbolt; but the experienced lvan went on dyiet

“I found this,” he said, “flung among the bushefyfiyards up the road to Paris. In other
words, | found it just where your respectable Mare threw it when he ran away.

There was again a silencbut of a new sori{p. 52)

Translation:

Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition proper oriented element(again) —transition proper
(wag —rheme (a silencg.

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (determinea) + head gilencg)

medial adverbiat TrPrO

57. Father Brown makes a comment seemingly againstgics, a comment which will be
explained later in the book. For now, Father Braswi@mark arouses shock and disbelief in
his audience.

There was a silen¢c@nd then a sudden cackle of almost childish léergtelieved the strain.
The absurdity of Brown’s remark moved Ivan to ofaemts (p. 58)

Translation:

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a silence.

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy simple NP (determinea) + head gilence)

58. Remarks of the author at the beginning of a detective story.

In the heart of plutocracy tradesmen become cunamgugh to be more fastidious than their
customers. They positively create difficultiestsat their wealthy and weary clients may
spend money and diplomacy at overcoming themeiétivere a fashionable hotel in London
which no man could enter who was under six,feotiety would meekly make up parties of
six-foot men to dine in.i{p. 65)

Translation:

Kdyby byl v Londyré exkluzivni hotel, kam by nesinvkrocit zadny muz mensi nez Sest stop,
hned by se Svih&ci poslusdruzili do spolki Sestistopych, aby tam mohli p@eget. (Alena
Hartmanova)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial
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Commentary:

Transition proper oriented element(lf) —theme proper (there —transition proper (were

—rheme (a fashionable hotg¢}l diatheme (in Londor)

The existential construction is incorporated intwoaditional clause.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification fashionabl¢ + head
(hote) + discontinuous postmodification by a relativgeatival
clause \which no man could enter who was under six)joot

final adverbial- context-independent, setting

59. After groping through a grey forest of overcoats fbund that the dim cloak room opened
on the lighted corridor in the form of a sort o€aunter or half-door, like most of the counters
across which we have all handed umbrellas and vecktickets. There was a light
immediately above the semicircular arch of thisropeg. (p. 70)

Translation:

Kdyz se kiz protapal Sedivym lesentqvlecniki, zjistil, Ze se Sera Satna otevira dodtisme
chodby jakymsi pultem nebo pol@wimi dvemi, podobny, ¥tSing pulta, pies které jsme uz
vSichni podavali destniky a dostavali listky. Hmedl polokruhovym obloukem tohoto otvoru
byla lampa (Alena Hartmanova)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —theme (a light) —diatheme (immediatelyabove

the semicircular arch of this opening

Commentary:

The main question that arises is that of the FSfAe&dverbial. As the anaphoric
demonstrative suggests, the adverbial is contepérgent, the fact which is underlined by the
Czech equivalent of the clause where the adverb@hced initially. The sentence is
perspective towards the existence of the lighteiathan towards the location of the light. For
these reasons we interpret the adverbial as themati

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (determinea) + head l{ght))

final adverbial- adverbial of place, heterogeneous, setting

60.“Are all your waiters here?” demanded the colonial his low, harsh accent.

“Yes, they're all here. | noticed it myself,” cried the young duke, pushing the boyish face
into the inmost ring. “Always count ‘em as | comem; they look so queer standing up
against the wall.

“But surely one cannot exactly remember,” beganAdidley, with heavy hesitation.

“I remember exactly, I tell you,” cried the dukeagbedly. “There never have been more than
fifteen waiters at this plac€61.) and there were no more than fifteen to-njgtitswear; no
more and no lesgp. 76)

Translation:

V tomhle podniku nikdy nebylo vic nez patnéi@niki a ja vam odpsahnu, Ze jich ani
dneska nebylo vic jak patnact, anntdky ne. (Alena Hartmanova)

Type of existential construction
60. existential with more adverbials, extended @méation scale
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61. existential with final adverbial, extended mstion scale

FSP pattern:

60.

Theme proper(Therg — specification(neve) — transition (have beep—rheme (more than
fifteen waiter¥ — diatheme (at this place

Commentary:

Counter the most frequent FSP of existential cacsitn, i.e. the notional subject being the
element with the highest degree of CD, our senté®@# is perspectived towards the
adverbial of frequencyngve). The following points validate our interpretatidtirst, the
adverbial stands in contrast to the final adverbidhe following clause (61.), ahever—
tonightand as such it is presented as the newest iténfioomation. In spoken language, this
would surely be indicated by the sentence stresseglon the elementdve). Second, the

fact that the adverbial is of higher informativdugathan the notional subject is underlined by
the context in which the notional subject seentsetoather well established (and thus context-
dependent), despite the fact the explicit numbevaiters is mentioned for the first time. Cf.
Are all your waitershere? andAlways_count ‘enas | come inindeed, the notional subject is
heterogeneous and thus it carries lower degredah@n the adverbial of frequency which is
not only new but also contrastive.

notional subject (contex heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (comparative with quantifiendre than fifteen+ head
(waiterg)

medial adverbiat adverb of frequency, context-independspécification

final adverbial- context-dependent

61.

Theme proper (therg —transition (were —rheme (no more than fifteen— specification
(tonight)

In our example the whole of the sentence is repleateept of the final adverbial, which
stands in contrast to the adverbial of frequendphépreceding clausadve) and towards
which the communication is perspectived. Howevermphasis ono moreelement is
indicated by the repetition of the element,ldfswear; no more and no les®Ve deal here
with a clause which comprises two intonation pgaksmoreandtonighi) indicating two foci.
It is the phenomenon which Cambridge Grammar ¢@iNsded focus’, cf. 18.17 pp. 1372-
1374.

Some remarks on the transition.

In fact, the temporal category of the verb charfgexh the present perfect tense in the
preceding clause to the past simple tense. Thisammifirms the dynamic semantic function
of transition that the verb performs. What we mean is thatatlgeshows that the verb points
towards something new coming, as Firbas puts @ TNES (i.e. temporal and modal
exponents born by the verb) initiate the core-dartstg process and at the same time serve as
a link and a boundary between elements that caadsgded as foundation-laying and those
that can be regarded as core-constituting.” (Firb@82: 71, the explanatory note in
parenthesis is added by the author of this studyjur example the past simple form of the
verb signals the change frameverto tonightand thus it anticipates the new element.
notional subject (context) heterogeneous
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notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineng) + quantifier with comparativer(ore
thanfifteen)
final adverbial- context-independergpecification

62.“A crime,” he said slowly, “is like any other word art. Don’t look surprised; crimes are
by no means the only works of art that come frorm#ernal workshop. But every work of art,
divine or diabolic, has one indispensable markmean, that the centre of it is simple,
however much the fulfilment may be complicatedsTimuHamlet, let us say, the
grotesqueness of the grave-digger, the flowereefiad girl, the fantastic finery of Osric, the
pallor of the ghost and the grin of the skull ateaaldities in a sort of tangled wreath round
one plain tragic figure of a man in black. Yes,”\went on, seeing the colonel look up in some
wonder, “the whole of this tale turns on a blaclatdn this, as in Hamlet, there are the
rococo excrescences — yourselves, let us(68y) There is the dead waiter, who was there
when he could not be ther@p. 80 — 81)

Translation:

Stejre jako v Hamletovi i tady mame barokni ornamentgknéme vas. Mame tu toho
mrtvéhocisnika, ktery byl tam, kde byt nemohl. (Alena Haatrava)

Type of existential construction

62. existential with final adverbial

63. bare existential with modified notional subject

Commentary:

62.

Theme proper(therg —transition (are) —rheme (the rococo excrescenceyourselves—
transition proper oriented element(let us say

The notional subject is constituted by two eleméiiis rococo excrescencasdyourselves
which are in appositional relationship. The eleraentapposition constitute one
communicative unit (Duskova 1994: 499, section 1B.6he subject is presented as context-
dependent — note the anaphoric definite articlachvimdicates referential identity with
oddities In principle, the second element is context-depah— the personal pronoun
(yourselvesis deictic (and thus inherently context-dependenthe referent (in our case
referents) is always present in the discourss,tie starting point from which the
communication takes its course. Yet, the way thenmf oddities is re-expressed is
absolutely new, it enounces new information angue$ it must be treated as a rhematic
element.

As far as the final adverbial is concerned, it parfs the function of a sentence modifier. It
assesses the factivity of the content of the cléaise as such it is a carrier of epistemic
modality). These content disjuncts are often redlisy a clause (as in our example). They
usually take the final position (Duskova 1994: 4178)their function they come close to
TMEs and constitute the transition proper oriergksinent (Firbas, 1992: 77-79).

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form) complex NPthe rococo excrescences — yourselves

final adverbial- TrPro, non-integrated adverbial

63.

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) +heme (the dead waiter, who was there when he
could not be thene
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Commentary:
We need to comment on the context-(in)dependent®eaiotional subjectlfe waite}.
Despite its rhematic nature it is referred to asmtextually bound element by the definite
article. The first mention of the dead waiter wasde at the beginning of the detective story
(p. 76) when the protagonists learned that siludiecy of great value had been stolen by a
false waiter who had killed one of the waitersh# testaurant to get access to it. The notional
subject thus depends on a broader context fontésgretation. Once again we are presented
with the fact that the concept of newness doesiactssarily overlap with the concept of
context independence.
As Danes observes, “the concept of newness conteonisidependent aspects: (1) ‘new’ in
the sense of ‘not mentioned in the preceding cdnitg) in the sense of ‘related as Rheme to
a Theme to which it has not yet been related”Sk&nderi 1997:58). In our example we
witness the second aspect. Skénderi also quoteswdak erne, who writes that would-be
rhematic information “braucht nicht unbedingt imnegu’ zu sein. Das bedeutet, dass das
Rhema auch etwas schon Bekanntes und vorher Eregihunin Ausdruck bringt, aber das
wird auf eine neue Art und Weise spezifiziert” 8kénderi 1997:58). And above all, Firbas’s
concept oimmediately relevant context(1992) needs to be applied. Since FSP concerns
“the organization of the sentence as implementeldoamperceived at the moment just
described” (p. 22), the context needs to be nartdpWis relevance being assessed in relation
to the point in the flow of communication at whigmew sentence is produced” (p.22).
notional subject (contexy heterogeneous
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineth) + premodificationdead + head
(waiter) + complex postmodification realized by a relatadgectival
clause and adverbial clause of timén¢ was there when he could
not be therp

64.1n the large entrance hall of the house there waple room even for Sir Leopold and the

removal of his wrapgp. 88)

Translation:

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (In the large entrance hall of the ho)setheme proper (there —transition (wag

—heme (ample room —focalizer (ever) —rheme proper (for Sir Leopold and the removal of

his wrap$

Commentary:

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (premodificatioraplg + head (oom) +
postmodification by a prepositional phrata Sir Leopold and the
removal of his wrap$

65. Guests together with the host & good old house near Putrielecided to perform a
pantomime to amuse both their audience and theeselv

The Spectators were few, relations, one or twollr@nds, and the servants; Sir Leopold sat
in the front seat, his full and still fur-collardajure largely obscuring the view of the little
cleric behind him; but it has never been settledtiistic authorities whether the cleric lost
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much. The pantomime was utterly chaotic, yet notesaptible;_there ran through it a rage of

improvisation which came chiefly from Crook thewato(p. 94)

Translation:

Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg — transition (ran) —diatheme (through i) —rheme (a rage of

improvisation which came chiefly from Crook thewahp

Commentary:

We encounter here an adverbidréugh i) placed medially, i.e. before the notional subject

Its position is due to the heavy postmodificatidth@ notional subject — the principle of end-

weight as well as the principle of end-focus isragige here. The adverbial is context-

dependent and constitutes the setting of the pratsem scale.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy) complex NP (determinea) + head age) + complex
postmodification ¢f improvisation which came chiefly from Crook
the clown))

medial adverbial- context-dependent, setting

66.“He was?” called Fischer inquiringly

“A real policeman,” said Father Brown, and ran awayo the dark.

There were hollows and bowers at the extreme ettihbfeafy garden, in which the laurels
and other immortal shrubs showed against sapplkyeasid silver moon, even in that
midwinter, warm colours of the soutfpp. 97 — 98)

Translation:

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

Commentary:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) -rheme (hollows and bowejs- diatheme (at the
extreme end of that leafy gardesrest of the rheme(in which the laurels and other
immortal shrubs showed against sapphire sky améisihoon, even in that midwinter, warm
colours of the soujh

We encounter here an example of discontinuous mfivation (note the relative clause
postmodifying the subject). The relative clausestiimes one communicative unit together
with the element which it modifies, in our casesithe communicative unit of the rheme.
notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- compound NPhpllows and bowejs

final adverbial- heterogeneous (context-dependent elentieaitleafy gardepanaphoric¢hat)

67.“ You don’t give me any time to think,” she sagthen asked to marry the young man, her
partner in the conversation]

“I'm not such a fool,” he answered; “that’s my Clstian humility.”

She was still looking at him; but she had grownsiderably graver behind the smile.

“Mr Angus,” she said steadily, “before there is amate more of this nonsenksenust tell you
something about myself as shortly as | cafp” 104)

Translation:

.Pane Angusi, fekla pevi, ,diiv nez budete v tom blaznovstvi poswaat, musim vam co
nejstrngji poveédét néco o sob.” (J. Z. Novak)

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial
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FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Before —theme proper (therg — transition (is) —

rheme (a minute more of this nonsefpse

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (constituted by both context+utdgp# and

context-dependent elements)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea) + head ihinute + adverb of degree
(more + the standard of comparison constituted by psitjomal
phrase ¢f this nonseng9g

initial adverbial- temporal adverbial, transition proper orientkrent

68.“l heard James Welkin laugh as plainly as | heauygpeak,” said the girl steadily.
“There was nobody therdor | stood just outside the shop at the coria@d could see down
both streets at once.(p. 108)

Translation:

»Slysela jsem smich Jamese Welkina zrovna takéjgako tel’ slySim vas hlas,fekla divka

S naprostou jistotou. ,Nikdo tam nebyl, stala jgetiv na rohu ped krdmem, takze jsem
vidéla do obou ulic.” (J. Z. Novak)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

Commentary:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —+heme (nobody —diatheme (there

In one clause we encounter two typeshafre At the beginning of the clause stands
existentiattherefilling the position of the subject while in thm&l position adverbiahere
occurs. Existentigherediffers from adverbiatherein its reduced pronunciation and in its
non-referential nature. While adverbiheresubstitutes a locative element (in our example
theremeansutside the shgpexistential there merely indicates the scendasi observes
that as well as the pronouns by which the notidrepeaker/writer and listener/reader are
referred to, the existentitierecan be introduced into the discourse directly, not
pronominalizing any antecedents (predecessorsp1®4). Furthering his ideas on the issue,
Firbas writes, “Though semantically very weaksinhbt totally stripped of all meaning. As an
integral part of the existential construction,dtsaas an indicator of a scene expressed by a
genuine adverbial of place.” (1992: 24)

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (indefinite pronoumdg@body)

69. The policeman was even more emphatic. He said thénaea experience of crooks of all
kinds, in top hats and in rags; he wasn’t so grasrio expect suspicious characters to look
suspicious; he looked out for anybody, and, so hetp there had been nobodp. 114)
Translation:

Straznik to tvrdil je&t dirazrgji. Prohlasil, Ze se vyzna ve vSech moznych lumpathZ nosi
cylindry nebo cary, a Ze neni takovy zelergby @ekaval, Ze podéela individua budou
vypadat podéazle; byl pry gipraven na vSechno, alétbvi, Ze nevidl nic. (J. Z. Novak)
Type of existential construction bare existential

Commentary:

Existential construction is incorporated into repdrspeech.

Theme proper(Therg —transition (had beeh-rheme (nobody

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (indefinite pronoungbody)
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70.“Well, there it is. The poor fellow has evaporatée a cloud and left a red streak on the

floor. The tale does not belong to this world.”

“There is only one thing to be dofisaid Flambeau, “whether it belongs to this word the

other, I must go down and talk to my frien@ 117)

Translation:

»Zbyva jen jedno,” pravil Flambeau. (J. Z. Novak)

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one thing to be done

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (numerabfie + head thing) + postmodification by
infinitive (to be dony

71.“A person can’t be quite alone in a street a secbetbre she receives a letter. She can't
be quite alone in a street when she starts readitejter just received. There must be
somebody pretty near hdre must be mentally invisible.(p. 119)

Translation:

Nékdo muselbyt moc blizko u nijenze byl psychicky neviditelny. (J. Z. Novak)

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —rheme (must bg—diatheme (somebody pretty near Her

A note on the interpretation of the fingréttynear het has to be made. (The pronouref

refers to the female character who is haunted siypposedly invisible man.) Its function is

that of postmodification where precedisgmebodys being specified. The existential

construction is perspectived towards the modal.vEhnle verb carries a contrastive stress (it

stands in contrast to the precedaam’'t be quite alonén the two preceding sentences). The

modality constitutes the rheme proper of the whole.

Our interpretation is in accord with the Czech $fation, which also elevates the verb to the

rhematic section (note the italics which has tlghlghting effect).

Note on translation:

We need to note down that the grammatical tensleeobriginal (the present) is not observed

in the Czech translation (the past).

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (form}- complex NP (indefinite pronous@mebody+ postmodification
(pretty near he))

72.The rhyme in the country-side attested the motinekthe result of their machinations
candidly:

‘As green sap to the simmer trees

Is red gold to the Ogilvies.’
For many centuries there had never been a decedinoGlengyle Castlteand within the
Victorian era one would have thought that all edcieities were exhaustedp. 122)
Translation:
Type of existential construction negative existential with more adverbials (iditemporal
adverbial and final locative adverbial)
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Commentary:
Theme (For many centurids—theme proper (there —transition (had never beén-rheme
(a decent loryi—diatheme (in Glengyle Castle
Our example is found at the beginning of a detecstory The Honour of Israel GowTo be
more specific, it opens the third paragraph ofdtoey while the previous paragraph starts as
follows: The priest had snatched a day from his busine&asgow to meet his friend
Flambeau, the amateur detective, who was at Gleng@gistle with another more formal
officer investigating the life and death of theel&arl of Glengyle (p. 121)
This shows that the final adverbial in our exangdeotes a notion highly activated in the
reader’s mind. It is also well established in adaker context as Glengyle Castle is the location
of the crime to be investigated in our story. Intlagbe final adverbial is context-dependent
and it fulfils the dynamic semantic function of thetting.
The initial adverbial belongs to the thematic sEtts its position suggests. Firbas observes,
“A loosening of the relationship of the adverbiathie verb opens the door to the operation of
linear modification and may induce a context-indegent adverbial to serve as a setting
when it occurs initially, or as a specification whié occurs close to end position or finally
(1992: 50 — 51)
Having two adverbials in one existential clauselsp#ghoughts on their mutual relation in
terms of their communicative dynamism. We sharbdsis view that linearity plays the
decisive role in indicating the degree of commutiveadynamism of the initial adverbial. The
position suggests its low degree of CD as welt asggests a higher degree of CD in the
adverbial placed finally. The fact that both theexdbials belong to the thematic section
confirms the suggestions that the theme is a spakmomenon; in our example the following
scale is employedheme proper (there —the rest of the themeg(For many centuries
diatheme (in Glengyle Castlp
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationdecen} + head

(lord))
final adverbial- context-dependent, setting

73. “[...] Now | wish you to note how very much queerer @liththan anything we

anticipated. For the central riddle we are preparege have all seen at a glance that there

was something wrong about the last e@rl.]” (p. 125)

Translation:

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg — transition (wag —theme (something wrong about the last arl

The final prepositional phrase is context-dependsrthe part from which our example comes

from deals with curious inheritance of the justelsed earl. Syntactically it complements the

adjectivewrong, it specifies the direction in which the adjectojgerates. It completes the

semantics of the adjective and it is obligatorityaehed to the adjective.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (containing a context-dependempaoent)

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (head¢methiny + grammatical postposition of
adjectival modifier\yrong) + complementation ofrong (about the
earl))
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74. “Mr Craven,” said he, talking like a man ten yeamigiger, “you have got a legal
warrant, haven’t you, to go up and examine thatvgfaThe sooner we do it the better, and
get to the bottom of this horrible affair. If | veeyou | should start now.”

“Now,” repeated the astonished detective, “and wiow?”

“Because this is serious,” answered Brown; “Thisniat spilt snuff or loose pebbles, that
might be there for a hundred reasons. There is onlyreason | know of f@his being dong
and the reason goes down to the roots of the wdtidse religious pictures are not just
dirtied or torn or scrawled over, which might bengoin idleness or bigotry, by children or by
Protestants]...]” (p. 128)

Translation:

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one reason | know dbr
this being dong

Commentary:

The prepositional phrase operates as a postmodiglament (what reason? reason for this
being done) and as such it constitutes one FSRuithitits head. Within that unit, the pronoun
this carries the highest degree of CD as it is sugdestprint byitalics (since all our
examples are in italics we put the wamdbold to preserve the optical accentuation of the
element). It is this element that carries the @stive stress and it constitutes the rheme proper
of the existential construction.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (including a context-dependentezi®

notional subject (formy- complex NP (numerabfie + head easor) + postmodification by
restrictive relative clause know of + further postmodification by
means of prepositional phrager(this being don®

75.They stood listening to the loud woods and theskimg sky quite foolishly, like exhausted

animals. Thought seemed to be something enormatiedd suddenly slipped out of their

grasp.

“There are three headless mersaid Father Brown, “standing round this open grdve (p.

132)

Translation:

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (three headless men standiraynd this

open gravi

Commentary:

The non-finite participial clausstandinground this open grayeconstitutes postmodification

of men, cf.There are three headless men vene standing round this open gravihe final

prepositional phrase belongs to the scope of thécjpaal predication and as such it

constitutes a part of the rheme.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (context-dependent elentigistopen grave

notional subject (formy- complex NP (numerathreg + premodificationljeadless— head
(men + postmodification by participlesanding round this open

grave)
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76.Anyone passing the house on the Thursday beforeSMhday at about half-past four

p.m. would have seen the front door open, and F&hawvn, of the small church of St.

Mungo, come out smoking a large pipe in companly avitery tall French friend of his called

Flambeau, who was smoking a very small cigarettes€& persons may or may not be of

interest to the reader, but the truth is that thegre not the only interesting things that were

displayed when the front door of the white-and-greeuse was opened. There are further

peculiarities about this house, which must be dbsdrto start withnot only that the reader

may understand this tragic tale, but also that feymealise what it was that the opening of

the door revealedp. 140)

Translation:

Ale diive nez se pustime dal, jelba popsat dalSi zvlaStnosti budppgnak proto, abgten&d

pochopil tento tragickyijbeh, jednak proto, aby si dovedigalstavit, co vSechno bylo

otevenymi dveémi vidét. (I0)

Type of existential construction existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (further peculiarities about this house,

which must be described to start With

Commentary:

We need to comment on the prepositional phadsrit this housdn our view the

prepositional phrase semantically complements #ael lof the notional subject, viz.

peculiarities it specifies whapeculiaritiesare meant. We treat the phrase as a postmodifying

element.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatioriutther) + head feculiaritieg +
postmodification by a prepositional phraabdut this houget
postmodification by relative adjectival clauseh{ch must be
described to start wiff

77. “What the devil are you talking about?” said the thoavith a loud laugh.

Flambeau spoke quietly to him in answer. “The Fag@netimes gets this mystic’s cloud on
him,” he said, “but | give you fair warning thatlave never known him have it except when
there was some evil quite néaip.144)

Translation:

.Pater Brown miva olas takové mystickérpdtuchy,” vys¥tloval klidn¢ Flambeau. ,Ale
ujidtuji vas ze zkusenosti, Ze takhle mluvi, jen kdyagelizku gco zlého.* (&)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(wher) —theme proper (therg — transition (wag —
rheme (some ev)l—diatheme (quite neanr

Commentary:

The final adverbial comprises deictiear, an inherently context-dependent element (another
example of deictic element was commented upon amgie 62).

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form) simple NP (determines¢me + head évil))

final adverbial- adverbial of place, heterogeneous, setting
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78. “My father,” said Flambeau in French, “what is theatter with you?”

Father Brown was silent and motionless for halfiaute, then he said: “Superstition is

irreligious, but there is something in the air bfg place | think it’s that Indian — at least,

partly.” (p. 147)

Translation:

Powra je bezbozna, ale tady jéoo ve vzduchu. Myslim, Ze je to ten Ind — alesp@stene.

(JC)

Type of existential construction existential with postmodified notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (is) —rheme (something in the air of this place

Commentary:

We need to note that the indefinite pron@emethingcannot constitute the rheme on itself

due to its semantic emptiness (viz. the note omtt®nal subject below). Its semantics needs

to be completed by some postmodification, in owedae prepositional phrasethe air of

this place These two elements (hesomethingand its postmodification) together constitute

one FSP unit, the rheme.

Note on the notional subject

In our analysis we rely heavily on Firbas’s theofy=SP as it is distinguished by

extraordinary observations and as it provides arsteeour questions about FSP. When

examining the FSP of an object in a sentence, Ficbanments on indefinite pronoun

somethingas on an element which does not develop the coneation further. He writes, “It

usually acts as a semantic slot filler, leavinianother element in the flow of

communication to particularize the meaning unexged$(1992: 45, point 1). In our case it is

the prepositional phrase the air of this placdollowing the indefinite pronoun that

“particularizes the meaning unexpressed”.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (including a context-dependentezi®

notional subject (formy- complex NP (indefinite pronousdmethiny+ postmodificationi(
the air of this placp

79. “Flambeau,” said Father Brown, “there is a long sehére under the veranda, where we
can smoke out of the railYou are my only friend in the world, and | wantdtk to you. Or,
perhaps, be silent with ydup. 153)

Translation:

.Navrhuji,“ obratil se otec Brown k Flambeauovihychom si sedli na lavici na verandu, kde
neprsi a kde si ikeme zakotit. Jste mym jedinymifitelem a rad bych s vami mluvil. Nebo
moznéa i meel.* (JC)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (a long seat—diatheme (there under the
verandg —rest of the rheme(where we can smoke out of the jain

Commentary:

The notional subject together with its discontinsipestmodification constitutes the rheme of
the whole. Interestingly, the adverbial of placeasistituted by two elements in appositional
relationship where the deictibereis specified by a genuine adverb of place.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (context-dependent elemesgishe rain
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notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationlpng) + head ¢ea) +
postmodification by adverbial clausghere we can smoke out of
the rain)

final adverbial- adverbial of place, context-dependent, setting

final adverbial (form)- specifying appositiortifereis specified byinder the veranda

80. “There were twenty-three snipped papers,” resume@ivBrunmoved, “and only twenty-
two pieces snipped off herefore one of the pieces had been destroyedaply that from the
written paper. Does that suggest anything to yqp?155)

Translation:

»~Je tam tiadvacet seihnutych listi,“ pokratoval Brown, nedavaje se vyvest z miry, ,a jen
dvaadvacet uszenych rofi.“ (JC)

Type of existential construction existential with multiple notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (twenty-three snipped papers and only
twenty-two pieces snipped )ff —

rheme 1
rheme 2

Commentary:

The notional subject is framed in a coordinativectire where the second element due to the

linear arrangement carries a higher degree of CD.

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- compound NPtyenty-three snipped papers and only twenty-two
pieces snipped off

81.“By George!” cried Flambeau; “here is the placetaf all! Here is Reed Island, if ever
there was oneHere is Reed House, if it is anywhér. 163)

Translation:

LZpropader!” zvolal Flambeau. ,Tak tady to je. Tady je Rakegwmstrov, jestli ibec rgjaky
existuje, a tady je Rakosovyim, jestli ho mamedbec rékde hledat.* (&)

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented elements(if ever) — theme proper(there —rheme (wag —
diatheme (one

Commentary:

The existential construction is perspectived towdhe polarity of the verb. It is the existence
of the place that is being stressed rather thapltdee itself. Once again, we encounter an
existential construction whose main communicative ia not that of introducing a
phenomenon on the scene but that of emphasis eXiggence on the scene (for more see
examples 16, 82, or 93). This emphasis is indichtecontext-dependence of the notional
subject/phenomenon existing on the scene (the pnodoeis anaphoric — it repeats the notion
of Reed Islandn the preceding clause). The verb having no ssfaecompetitors carries the
highest degree of CD and hence it constituteshbme.

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (formy- simple NP (profornone
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82. “He is right enough in one way, your friend. He sayguld be hard to pick out the good
and bad brothers. Oh, it would be hard, it wouldnbighty hard, to pick out the good one.”

“I don’t understand you,” said Father Brown, anddsn to move away.

The woman took a step nearer to him, with thundefmows and a sort of savage stoop, like
a bull lowering his horns.

“There isn't a good one,’she hissed83.) “There was badness enough in the captain taking
all that moneybut | don’t think (84.) there was much goodness in the prince givingtie
captain’s not the only person with something agams” (p. 166)

Translation:

,Zadny z nich neni dobry,“ zaggla. Bylo dost 3patné, Ze ho kapit&ipgavil o tolik peréz,

ale princ mu je také, myslim, nedal z velké dohfoty

82.

Type of existential construction negative bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (isn’'t) — diatheme (a good ong

Commentary:

The rheme of the clause is constituted by the fiplaf the verb. The verb does not have any
successful competitors, as the notional subjemigext dependent. The clause is perspectived
towards the negative polarity of the verb.

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea) + premodification good + head ¢ne)
Commentary on translation:

The original existential construction of the origiinext (English) is substituted by a verbo-
nominal predication where there is a relation ddliication by non-genuine classification.

83.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(There —transition (wag —rheme (badness enough the captain taking all
that money

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrase operates as a pastyiog element which specifies what kind
of badnesghe speaker means. It comprises context-depeetiEnentsthe captainand ‘that
moneywhich were introduced into the flow of narratibmo paragraphs earlierHe [the

butler of the house in which the prince of 84 liybdtrayed a sullen and almost animal
affection for his mastdthe prince];,who, he said, had been very badly treated. The chie
offender seemed to be his highness’s brother, whase alone would lengthen the old man’s
lantern jaws and pucker his parrot nose into a sn€aptain Stephen was a ne’er-do-well,
apparently, and had drained his benevolent brotifdrundreds and thousands; forced him to
fly from fashionable life and live quietly in thistreat” (p. 165) Throughout the two
paragraphs the notion of the captain keeps bemgted, for instance 6 sentences further
from the above cited passage (p. 168)e‘brothers Saradiriewho are the same referents as
the captainandthe princein 83 and 84 respectively, are brought up and teéarred to by the
speaker of the direct speech abade 6ays it would be hard to pick out the good aad b
brothers Oh, it would be hard, it would be mighty hardpiok out the good oneHence the
content-dependence of the two elements.
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The quantifier before the notional subject of &hsls in contrast to the quantifier before the

notional subject of 84. The effect of this is Mudktion of the antonymous relationship of the

two notional subjects, chadness enouglk synonymous taot much goodness

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (indicating contrast, the infolonadf contrast is
the new, irretrievable item of information)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headé&dness+ postmodified determineefough +
postmodificationif the captain taking all that monpgy

84.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional sudbje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (much goodness the prince giving it

Commentary:

The existential construction is embedded in a ednteminal clause, which constitutes a

clausal object of the preceding main clauden’t think

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (new element: the contrast, thiextsdependent

componentthe prince giving i

notional subject (formy- complex NP (quantifiemjuch + head g§oodnesg+

postmodification i the prince giving ¥

85.The prince made an explicable noise like an aninmahis shadowed face the eyes were

shining queerly. A new and shrewd thought explailedtly in the other’'s mind. Was there

another meaning in Saradine’s blend of brilliangydeaabruptnessWas the prince — Was he

perfectly sane (p. 169)

Translation:

Mé snad srés nadhery a neurovnanosti u Saradina: jg$§ vyznam? Je princ — zcela

normalni? Nebtopakoval vickrat, nez jgipozené pro Bzny rozhovor: ,Nepravou osobu,

nepravou osobu...“ ()

Type of existential construction interrogative existential with postmodified notad subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (Wag —rheme (another meaningn Saradine’s blend of

brilliancy and abruptnesg?

Commentary:

The comparative reference afiotherpoints about one page back into the text wherle bot

brilliancy and abruptness of Saradine were intreduato the narration. Now, Father Brown

(the detective and the main character of the st@mel the referent ofri the other’s ming

contemplates the possibility of such a blend béregoutcome of madness.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (form) complex NPgnother+ head fneaning + postmodificationif
Saradine’s blend of brilliancy and abruptngss

86. “Your son is outside,” he said without wasting womlther he or the prince will be killed.
Where is Mr Paul?
“He is at the landing-stage,” said the woman faynttHe is — he is — signalling for help.”
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“Mrs Anthony,” said Father Brown seriously, ther®mo time for nonsensBly friend has his

boat down the river fishing. Your son’s boat is gleal by your son’s me(87.) There is only

this one cangewhat is Mr Paul doing with it?(pp. 171 — 172)

Translation:

~Pani Anthonyova, fekl otec Brown vazf ,Nenicas na hlouposti. & pritel je s lodi na

fece a chyta ryby. Ldvaseho syna hlidaji Italové. Zbyva jen jeddhyn; co s nim Pavel

déla?* (X)

86.

Type of existential construction existential with postmodified notional subject

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (no time for nonsene

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrase constitutes the mdgaamic element within the rheme as it

postmodifies the head of the Ni®(timg.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form) complex NP (determinen@) + head {ime) + postmodification by
prepositional phrasédqr nonsensg

87.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg — transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (this one cande

Commentary:

The notional subject presents known information ityearries the highest degree of CD. Its

high informative value rests in the emphasis wiighelement presents and which is indicated

by the focalizeonly. It is the emphasis (this one canoe, i.e. them@isany other left) which

brings the new into the flow of communication anek do which the notional subject

constitutes the rheme.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (predominantly context-dependérgrbviding

irretrievable information of emphasis)

notional subject (formy- complex NP (demonstrativen(s) + numerative¢ne + head

(canog)

88. “[...] The fact is that he began to flee for his life,qpag from place to place like a
hunted criminal; but with one relentless man upanttail. That was Prince Paul’s position,
and by no means a pretty one. The more money né¢ @peluding Antonelli the less he had
to silence Stephen. The more he gave to silenpb&idhe less chance there was of finally
escaping Antonell{...]” (p. 176)

Translation:

,Cim vic perz ho stal Gtk pred Antonellim, tim méhjich mgl, aby umtel Sepana. Asim
vic jich daval Stpanovi, tim mensi byla n&jg, Ze unikne Antonellimu.* Q)

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified notional suibje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (the less chance of finally escaping
Antonellj

Commentary:
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The existential construction is embedded in a coatpe clause. We encounter here a fronted
notional subject. The fronting is a result of emttiad the subject into the correlative ptie
morethe less As a consequence, there is a discontinuous padsioation (of finally escaping
Antonellj
notional subject (context) heterogeneous (the correlative phe...theoperates here as an
adverbthe more...the lesge. it does not imply context-
dependence, however, there is a context depenteneet:
Antonell
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineth) + comparativelésg + head ¢hancé
+ postmodification by prepositional phrasé finally escaping
Antonell))

89. But like more than one of the really ancient remjshey had rotted in the last two
centuries into mere drunkards and dandy degenerétethere had even come a whisper of
insanity. (90.) Certainly there was something hardly human aboetdblonel’s wolfish
pursuit of pleasureand his chronic resolution not to go home tillmmag had a touch of the
hideous clarity of insomnigp. 180)

Translation:

V poslednich dvou stoletich v3ak, jako nejedefthtb skuténé starych rod, prohnili na
pouhé opilce a degenerované hejskyd@lmase Septat o slabomysinosti. Rozhokylo malo
lidského na plukovnikayvi¢i honk® za radovankami a jeho chronické rozhodnuti chodit
domi az rano ukazovalo na potize s nespavosi). (J

89.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(till) —theme proper (therg — transition (had)
focalizer (even —transition (comg —rheme (a whisper of insanify

Commentary:

Interestingly, the verb of appearance on the st®enet ‘be’ as we are used to in existential
constructions, but the verb ‘come’ is employed.

Another thing that strikes our attention is thecplaent of the focalizer, which does not
immediately precede the rheme, as we would expgn a cursory inquiry into the nature of
focus patrticles we learn that their most frequersifon is precisely that “inside the auxiliary
complex” and that they “may focus on any part seatence except the auxiliary verb”.
(Konig 1991: 21 — 23, part 2.3.1) Still, the pamsitiof the focalizer may be significant.
Professor Duskova, for example, suggests thatlitates that apart from the subject the
notional part of the verb is also context-independpersonal consultation, 10.5.2006)
notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ head Whispe) + postmodification by
prepositional phrasef insanity)

Commentary on translation:
The focalizer was not made use of in the Czeclskadion.

90.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial
FSP pattern:
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Transition proper oriented element(Certainly) —theme proper (therg — transition (wag —

rheme (somethinghardly humarabout the colonel’s wolfish pursuit of pleasure

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrase operates as a pastyiog element and as such it belongs to

the rhematic section.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy}- complex NP (head¢methiny+ postmodificationifardly humai +
postmodification by a prepositional phraabdut the colonel’s
wolfish pursuit of pleasujg

91.He could only stammer out: “My brother is dead. WHaes it mean? What is this

horrible mystery?” There was an unhappy sileraed then the cobbler, the most outspoken

man present, answered: “Plenty of horror, sir,” Baid, “but not much mystery(p. 184)

Translation:

Vypravil ze sebe pouze: ,Bratr je mrtev! Jak semwohlo stat? Jakd hrozna zahada!* Nastalo

trapné méenia pak Svec, nejotéerejSi ze vSech fitomnych fekl: ,Hrozné to je, ale zadna

zéhada.* (0)

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (an unhappy silenge

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy-complex NP (determinear) + premodification ynhappy + head
(silence)

92. A blacksmith, one of the main protagonistshl detective storyThe Hammer of Ggd
answers Inspector’s accusation of having murddred¢olonel (see example 90). The
blacksmith is the prime suspect for two reasonst fhe victim of the murder was the
blacksmith’s wife’s lover and second, the crime wagormed with unconceivable power
which could be ascribed only to the blacksmith,gtrengest man in the community.

“There are two men standing outside this shayent on the blacksmith with ponderous
lucidity, “good tradesmen in Greenford whom youlalbw, who will swear that they saw me
from before midnight till daybreak and long aftarthe committee-room of our Revival
Mission, which sits all nightve save souls so fagt..]” (p. 187)

Translation:

»Tady pred kovarnou stoji dva muzi,” pokmaval kové zietelre a dirazrg, ,pocestni
obchodnici z Greenfordu, které vSichni znate. Qipficahnou, ze gvidéli od palnoci do

rana a je$tdlouho potom v zasedaci sini nasSi misie, kteraypeacelou noc, tolik nam zélezi
na spase dusi.“¢)

Type of existential construction bare existential with appositional notional subje

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (two men standing outside this shop, good
tradesmen in Greenford whom you all know, who swiar that they saw me from before
midnight till daybreak and long after in the comtex-room of our Revival Mission, which sits
all night)

notional subject (context) heterogeneous
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notional subject (form)- complex NP (numerativéwo) + head ihen) + postmodification
(standing outside this shpp complex appositiorgpod tradesmen

93. At the scene of crime, the blacksmith (exand@egives his view on how the victim of the
crime was killed. It makes for a puzzling issudrasvictim was smitten on his head with
extreme force, force which a human is hardly capall

“[...] I believe that One who walks invisible in everys®defended the honour of mine, and
laid the defiler dead before the door of it. | les# the force in that blow was just the force
there is in earthquakeand no force less(p. 191)

Translation:

L,V &éfim, Ze ten, ktery neviah kr&i pribytkem kazdého, chraniest mého domu a srazil
vetrelce fed prahem. Myslim, Ze to byla stejna sila, jakéenttiesenj a ne mensi.“ (J)
Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial, extended presdion scale
FSP pattern:

Theme proper (omitted relativehat) —rest of the theme(there —transition (is) —rheme

(in earthquakes

Commentary:

The existential construction is embedded in airsdaddjectival clause modifying the notion
of ‘the force, cf. | believe the force in that blow was just the fotzat there is in earthquakes
The notional subject of the construction is congd by an omitted relatiibat The relative
pronoun repeats the notion expressed by the argrtélde forcg and as such (an element
that merely repeats a piece of information and esha¢bring anything new) it serves as the
theme proper.

The relative adjectival clause is perspectived tawahe final prepositional phrase which is
the bearer of context-independent information ahttkvconstitutes the rheme of the
distributional field.

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (form)- simple NP (omitted relative pronouhgt))

final adverbial- context-independergpecification

94.Bohun followed hinfFather Brown] and came out on a kind of stone gallery or bajcon
outside the building, from which one could sesiltheitable plain in which their small hill
stood, wooded away to the purple horizon and do#ti¢ghl villages and farmgp. 193)
[...intervention by direct speech followed by a lategscriptive paragraph]

“I think there is something rather dangerous stargdon these high places even to ptaaid
Father Brown. Heights were made to be looked atimbe looked from.(p. 194)
Translation:

»Myslim, Ze stat naéch vySinach je dost nebeze, i kdyby s&loveék jen modlil,” ekl otec
Brown. (X))

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (something rather dangerogsanding on
these high placesven to pray

rheme proper
Commentary:
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The head of the noun phrase constituting the natisubject of the construction is heavily

postmodified and this complex postmodification tihge with its head constitutes the rheme

of the existential construction. Within the rherhere is a distributional subfield with its own

rheme constituted by the infinitive of purpose [fray) whose rhematic character is signalised

by the focalizer ver).

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head¢methiny+ complex postmodificationgther
dangerous standing on these high plagesn to pray)

95. She had eyes of startling brilliancy, but it was thrilliancy of steel rather than of
diamonds; and her straight, slim figure was a shemtestiff for its grace. Her younger sister
was like her shortened shadow, a little greyerepahnd more insignificant. They both wore a
business-like black, with little masculine cuffsl@ollars. There are thousands of such curt,
strenuous ladies in the offices of Londbuat the interest of these lay rather in theirlrdean
their apparent position(pp. 199 — 200)
Translation:
V londynskych @adech jsou tisice takovych upjatych snazivych dgto divky vSak nebyly
zajimavé ani tak zjevem jako spédaskym postavenim.()
Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial
FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (thousands of such curt, strenuous lajlies
—diatheme (in the offices of Londgn
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy)- complex NP (a numerative as the hehdysands+
postmodification by prepositional phrasé $uch curt, strenuous
ladie9)
final adverbial- context-independent (the definite article catajul), diatheme, semantically
scene/setting

96. The building was American in its sky-scraping ati#, and American also in the oiled
elaboration of its machinery of telephones and.liBut it was barely finished and still
understaffed; only three tenants had moved inpfifiee just above Flambeau was occupied,
as also was the office just below him; the tworBabove that and the three below were
entirely bare (p. 198)

Was it a suicide? With so insolent an optimisegreed impossible. Was it murder? But who
was there in those hardly inhabited flats to murdeybod® (p. 205)

Translation:

Ale kde by se mohl vzit vrah v darktery byl téndi neobydleny? ()

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) —rheme (who) —transition (wag —theme

proper (therg —diatheme (in those hardly inhabited flats-rest of the rheme(to murder
anybody

Commentary:
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We need to comment on the adverbial of placeéhose hardly inhabited flatdn the frame
of the immediately relevant context, the adverpralsents an irretrievable item of
information. The reader is directed 7 pages batleresthe bareness of the block of offices —
the scene of the murder — was introduced into #meation (see the passage above). Our
example presents the second mention of the pldmes@mantic factor indicates low degree of
communicative dynamism and hence the dynamic sécnaé of the scene.
The infinitive of purposet¢ murder anybodyoperates as a postmodifying element and
together with its headvho) constitutes one communicative unit, the rhemgnefwhole.
notional subject (contexy context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (interrogative pronowrto+ discontinuous

postmodification by means of infinitivéo(murder anybody
final adverbial- context-dependent (but not retrievable from thenediately relevant

context)

97. “[...] She and | have walked another world from yours, taod palaces of crystal while
you were plodding through tunnels and corridordo€k. Well, | know that policemen,
theological and otherwise, always fancy that wittere has been love there must soon be
hatred so there you have the first point to be madeHterprosecution[...]” (pp. 207 — 208)
Translation:

,Vim, Ze policie, teologicka i jina, si mysli, Zanh kde je laska, musi byt i nenavist. A to je
prvni ogrny bod pro vasi obzalobu.“@)

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (where there has been Igvetheme proper (therg — transition (mus) —
transition proper oriented element(soon —transition (be) —rheme (hatred

notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- simple NP (nouhatred
initial adverbial (context} context-dependent, scene/setting
initial adverbial (form)- existential construction

Existential constructior{here there has been lgve

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (Wherg —theme proper (there —transition (has beep—rheme (love)
Commentary:

The position of adverbiaM{herg is purely grammatical and it has no connectiotin WiSP.
The initial position is the only possible as theerth opens an adverbial clause of place and
thus its position is fixed.

Note: Only the main clause entered our statistiedé

98.There was a pausand the priest went on in a gentle and even brakece. “Whether or
not that devil deliberately made her bli(@9.) there is no doubt that he deliberately killed
her through her blindness...]” (p. 213)

Translation:
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Nastala pauza pak kiz pokra&oval tichym, téndt zlomenym hlasem. ,Auz ji ten néema
oslepil umysig nebo ne, jisté je, Ze vyuZil jeji slepoty k vréZ?dJC)

Note: | have noticed that particularly popularhie following existential constructioihere
was a silencipause standing on its own to achieve a dramatic effect.

98.

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a pausé
notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy simple NP (determinea) + head ffaus¢)

99.

Type of existential construction negative bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (is) — NegFocA(no) —rheme (doubt that he deliberately

killed her through her blindneps

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (comprising context-dependentegitsine, her,

her blindnesp

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinend) + head doub) + postmodification by
means of a content nominal clautea( he deliberately killed her
through her blindneg¥

100.So faint was that frigid starlight that nothing ddunave been traced about them except
that while they both wore black, one man was enastydig, and the other (perhaps by
contrast) almost startlingly small. They went ughe great graven tomb of the historic
warrior, and stood for a few minutes staring affihere was no human, perhaps no living,
thing for a wide circleand a morbid fancy might well have wondered éytivere human
themselveqp. 218)

Translation:

Siroko daleko nebylelovi¢ka a snad ani jediného Zivého tvora. (JZN)

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(humar) —transition
proper oriented element(perhap$ —NegFocA (no) —rheme 2(living thing) —diatheme (for
a wide circlg

Commentary:

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- compound NP (multiple N®1¢ humarandno living thing)

final adverbial- context-independent, diatheme, semanticallyl leetling of the scene

150



Source:John FowlesThe French Lieutenant’'s Womarmndon: Triad/Panther Books. 1985.

Czech Translation Helena Zantovsk&rancouzova milenkePraha: Mlada fronta, 1976.

101.The local spy — and there was one — might thus Hadeced that these two were

strangers, people of some taste, and not to beeddhgeir enjoyment of the Cobb by a mere

harsh wind (p. 8)

There came a stronger gust of wjmhe that obliged Charles to put his arm roundéstmna’s

waist to support her, and obliged the woman togchmore firmly to the bollard(p. 13

Translation:

SilngjSi poryv wtru donutil Charlese polozit ruku kolem Ernestinpasu a podpirat ji a Zzena

se musela pewi pritisknout k hlavni.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (cameg —rheme (a stronger gust of wind

Commentary:

The subject is heterogeneous — the comparativedtei an antecedent (viz. the first mention

of the wind five pages earlier). However, it is Hijective that introduces something new to

the narration.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (form) complex NP (determinea)+ comparative form of adjective
(stronge) + head gus) + postmodificationdf wind)

102.At Cambridge, having duly crammed his classicsanuscribed to the Thirty-nine

Articles, he had (unlike most young men of his)taetually begun to learn something. But in

his second year there he had drifted into a badedtended up, one foggy night in London,

in carnal possession of a naked girl. He rushednfiter plump Cockney arms into those of the

Church; horrifying his father one day shortly afteards by announcing that he wished to take

his Holy Orders. There was only one answer to si€f this magnitudehe wicked youth

was dispatched to Parigpp. 17 — 18)

Translation:

Na krizi takové velikosti existovala jedina odgdi~— zvraceny mladik byl odeslan doiiZa.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (only) —rheme (one answer to a crisis

of this magnitude

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (with context-dependent compofigants

magnitudég)

notional subject (formy complex NP (quantifielofe + head &nswe) + successive

postmodificationto a crisis of this magnitudle

103. The author is depicting Mrs. Poultney, onéhefnot very favourable characters of the
book. The description began at page 21 and it soatis half page down 23.

There would have been a place in the Gestapo ®ldthy she had a way of interrogation
that could reduce the sturdiest girls into tearghe first five minuteqp. 23)

Translation:
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Zminéna dama by se docela deluplatnila ve sluzbach gestapa;darvyslychat tak, ze
dokazala i nejtvrdohlaysi dévce rozplakat Bhem prvnich gti minut.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (would have beén-rheme (a place in the Gestapo for
the lady

Commentary:

Within the rheme the final prepositional phrasedmponent in the multiple postmodification
of the notional subject) carries the lowest de@fe€D. We need to comment on the
prepositional phrase the GestapoDespite its strong indication of localisation imterpret it
as a postmodifying element as it particularizeshiad noun ‘place’ and rather than a
location, a type of place (characteristic of itsshamethods of interrogation) is concerned.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (it includes a context-dependsnponentfor the

lady))
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + head place + multiple

postmodificationif the Gestapo for the lajly

104.So Sarah came for the interview, accompanied byittee. She secretly pleased Mrs

Poultney from the start, by seeming so castdowansdilated by circumstance. It was true

that she looked suspiciously what she indeed weesarer twenty-five than ‘thirty or perhaps

more’. But there was her only too visible sorrovijeth showed she was a sinnand Mrs

Poulteney wanted nothing to do with anyone whandidook very clearly to be in that

category.(p. 36)

Translation:

Ale jeji zarmutek byl naprostatividny, coz dokazovalo, ze jde @inici, a pani

Poulteneyova neckia mit pranic spokaného s skym, kdo by nepail do této kategorie.

Type of existential construction bare existential with both pre- and postmodifi&sl

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) — theme proper(therg — transition (wag —

rheme (her only too visible sorrow, which showed she wamae)

Commentary:

Only in our example operates as an adjective (not advarstituting a focalizer) with an

intensifying effect.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (context-dependent elemet

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinehér) + premodification ¢nly too visiblg +
head §orrow) + postmodification by means of non-restrictive
relative clausewhich showed she was a sin)jer

105.He would have made you smile for he was carefgllypped for his role. He wore stout
nailed boots and canvas gaiters that rose to enbaséolk breeches of heavy flannel. There
was a tight and absurdly long coat to match; a aawideawake hat of an indeterminate
beige; a massive ashplant, which he had boughti®wday to the Cobb; and a voluminous
rucksack, from which you might have shaken outlaady heavy array of hammers,
wrappings, notebooks, pillboxes, adzes, and helwews what els€p. 45)

Translation:

152



Oblek dophoval €sny a nesmystnhdlouhy kabét, plény klobouk se zdvizenou krempou
neukité bézové barvy, masivniilz jasanovehoigva, kterou si koupil cestou na molo, a
objemny batoh, z&hoz byste vytasli paadre t¢zky naklad kladivek, oba) notes, riznych
Skatulek, sekyrek aibviceho je&k.

Type of existential construction bare existential with multiple NS (each componant
which is modified)

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a tight and absurdly long coat to match;
a canvas wideawake hat of an indeterminate beigeassive ashplant, which he had bought
on his way to the Cobb; and a voluminous ruckstoky which you might have shaken out an
already heavy array of hammers, wrappings, notebppliboxes, adzes, and heaven knows
what elsg

Commentary:

The notional subject is constituted by a coordimaten phrase containing three conjoiras (
coat a hat anda rucksackeach of which is modified. The most extensive ification is

that ofa rucksacklt is postmodified by means of an adjectival tiglaclause comprising a
multiple postmodification of the objeffrom which you might have shaken out an already
heavy array of hammers, wrappings, notebooks,@ils, adzes, and heaven knows what
else.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- compound NP

106.1t was not concern for his only daughter that made send her to boarding-school, but

obsession with his own ancestry. Four generatiawkion the paternal side one came upon

clearly established gentlemen. There was even atesrslationship with the Drake famijlgn

irrelevant fact that had petrified gradually ovéretyears into the assumption of a direct lineal

descent from the great Sir Franc{p. 51)

Translation:

Existovalo pry jakési vzdalenéipuzenstvi s rodinou Drakefakt sam o sabpodruzny, ktery

se vSak za léta vyvinul u tohoto muzZerep&dceni, Ze mezi nim a velkym sirem Francisem je

piima rodova posloupnost.

Type of existential construction bare existential with both pre- and postmodifi&sl

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (ever) —rheme (a remote relationship

with the Drake family

Commentary:

Final prepositional phrase operates as a postmnodiBlement.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification femotg + head
(relationship + postmodificationwith the Drake famil))

107. A new chapter is opened with the followingsestial construction.

There runs, between Lyme Regis and Axmouth sig toikhe west, one of the strangest
coastal landscapes in Southern Englafm 61)

Translation:

Mezi Lyme a Axmouthem tahne se Sest mil na zapdbje nejpodivéSich gimorskych
krajin jizni Anglie.
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Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (runs) —diatheme (between Lyme Regis and Axmouth six
miles to the wept-rheme (one of the strangest coastal landscapes in SoutBegtand
Commentary:

The medial position of the adverbial is due toghaciples of end-weight and end-focus.
Thematic nature of the adverbial is due to the tia&t the plot of the novel is set in Lyme
Regis.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head(€ + successive postmodificatioof the
strangest coastal landscapes in Southern England

medial adverbiat heterogeneous (Lyme Regis is a context-depermrdemient), diatheme

108.Charles’s solicitous inquiries — should the doatot be called? — being politely

answered in negative, he took his leave. And hasamgmanded Sam to buy what flowers he

could and to take them to the charming invalid’si$@]|...] (p. 43)

It had been a very did-not sort of day for the pgol, who had had only Aunt Tranter to

show her displeasure to. There had been Charledffodils and jonquils, whose perfume she

now inhaled but even they had vexed her at fi(pt 67)

Translation:

M¢la sice Charlesovy Zluté a bilé narcisy, jejiclidiied’ vdechovala, ale i ty ji zg@étku

drazdily.

Type of existential construction bare existential with compound NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (had beeh—rheme (Charles’s daffodils and jonquils,

whose perfume she now inhgled

Commentary:

The notional subject, although hinted at earliethimtext (see the extract above), is context-

independent as the notion of flowers is broughklmacthe scene after a large diversion from

the topic (twenty-four pages between the two mastijpand as it is put into a new relation

(Charles’sdaffodils and jonquils Last, but not least, the reader learns aboukitiee of

flowers that were brought to Ernestina (Charlesiadée) for the first time, i.elaffodils and

jonquils.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous (context-dependent + context ardimt
elements)

notional subject (formy}- compound NP (determiner (Charles’s) + hekdf¢dils and

jonquils) + clausal postmodificatiomhose perfume she now inhgled

109.He walked for a mile or more, until he came simiausly to a break in the trees and
the first outpost of civilization. This was a lotgitched cottage, which stood slightly below
his path._There were two or three meadows rourditning down the cliffsand just as
Charles came out of the woodlands he saw a mambayherd of cows away from a low byre
beside the cottagép. 76)

Translation:

Obklopovaly je [venkovské staventi lu¢ni svahy kogici az dole na Utesech.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial
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FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (two or three meadows)diatheme

(round it) —rest of the rheme(running down the cliffs

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (quantifieto or thre¢ + head fheadow}s +
discontinuous postmodificationupning down the clifs)

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme

110.1t came to law, and then to a compromise: a righivay was grantefconcerning the
area where Ware Commons — an important place indliel — was situated@nd the rare
trees stayed unmolested. But the commonage wadaone

Yet there had remained locally a feeling that Wa@oenmons was public property
Poachers slinked in less guiltily than elsewheterahe pheasants and rabbifs..] (p. 80)
Translation:
Presto vSak v rstetku nikdy nezanikl pocit, Ze Wareskaduta pati vSem.
Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial
FSP pattern:
Transition proper oriented element(Ye) —theme proper (there — transition (had
remained —diatheme (locally) —rheme (a feeling that Ware Commons was public property
Commentary:
An interesting element from the point of FSP isehitie medially placed adverblatally.
Despite its context-independence it constitutes#ing of the construction. It is due to the
presence of more successful competitors for treeabthe rheme which is the context-
independent subject and its clausal postmodifioatis well as in the example 107 we
encounter a construction where the FSP principirales grammatical ordering.
notional subject (context) heterogeneous (context-independent head, cedégendent

Ware Commorn)s
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + head feeling + clausal (appositional)
postmodification by means of content nominal claisat Ware
Commons was public prope)}ly

medial adverbiat context-independent, diatheme

111.In other words, to be free myself, | must give f@ngd Tina, and Sarah, even abominable

Mrs Poulteney, their freedoms as well. There iy @mle good definition of God: the freedom

that allows other freedoms to exigind | must conform to that definitiofp. 86)

Translation:

Existuje jenom jedna dobra definice Boha; je tobsda, kterd dovoluje jingym svobodam

existovat. A této definici se musim prodit.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one good definition of

God: the freedom that allows other freedoms totgxis

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (quantifielofe + premodification ood + head
(definition) + postmodification by prepositional phrasé Gogd +
appositional postmodificationhe freedom that allows other
freedoms to exik)
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112.“But surely... we are not going to forbid thdtwo servants, a young man and a young
woman are concernett) speak together if they meet?”

“There is a world of difference between what maybeepted in London and what is proper
here | think you should speak to Sam. The girl is¢asily led.” (p. 93)

Translation:

»~Je ohromny rozdil, co se da &p Londyre a co je vhodné tady. Myslim, Ze bystél se
Samem promluvit. Bv¢e se da azifliS snadno vodit za nos.”

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a world of difference between what may be
accepted in London and what is proper Here

Commentary:

We need to comment on the final prepositional pihfastween what may be accepted in
London and what is proper hgrdt enters our analysis as postmodification,réesons being
mainly semantic. In the frame of syntax we needatasider the possibility of the transposition
of the phrase to the beginning of the sentenc&etfveen what may be accepted in London
and what is proper here there is a world of diffeve. The sentence seems to be plausible, yet
there seems to be some restraint on the interpmetat the phrase as an adverbial. So far we
have encountered several examples where the tesingposition failed, viz. where the final
prepositional phrase was transferable to the baggnof the clause and still there were strong
reasons to analyse it as a postmodifying elemdngxample 28But don’t you think there is
something special about hthHere the prepositional phraseout himas if specifies and
completes the meaning of the preceding phsaseething specialhe same applies to the
prepositional phrase under examination. Syntatyidabehaves as an adverbial, but
semantically it is closely tied with its precediglgment inasmuch as it completes and
specifies its meaning (thifferenceis explained).

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ headWorld) + postmodification by a
prepositional phrasef differencg + further postmodification by a
complex prepositional phrasegtween what may be accepted in
London and what is proper hgje

113. A new chapter opens with the following lines:

Five uneventful days passed after the last | hagerbed. For Charles, no opportunities to
continue his exploration of the Undercliff presehtkemselves. On one day there was a long
excursion to Sidmouthhe mornings of the others were taken up bys/mitother more
agreeable diversions, such as archdry.]. (p.99)

Translation:

Jeden den podnikli dlouhy vylet do Sidmouthu.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (On one day—theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (a long
excursionto Sidmouth

notional subject (context) context-independent
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notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationlpng) + head
(excursion + postmodificationtp Sidmout))
initial adverbial- adverbial of time, scene/setting

I to Sidmouth is not unequivocally postmodificati@an be classified as an indeterminate
element

114.She stared at the turf, as if she would answer aerquestions; begged him to go. But

there was something in that face, which Charlesremad closely in profile, that made him

determine not to gqp. 105)

Translation:

Zadivala se na travu, jako by uz néthibdpovidat na jeho otazky, jako by ho prosila; sé

vzdalil. Ale cosi v tom obtieji, ktery si Charles upn® z profilu prohlizel, ho finutilo

neudilat to.

Type of existential construction bare existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) —theme proper (therg — transition (wag —

rheme (somethiny— diatheme (in that facg —rest of the rheme(which Charles examined

closely in profile, that made him determine nogp

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head@methingy+ multiple discontinuous
postmodification\Which Charles examined closely in profile, that
made him determine not to)yo

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme

115.He had — or so he believed — fully intended, wheendiled to escort the ladies down

Broad Street to the Assembly Rooms, to tell themsaheeting — though of course on the

strict understanding that they must speak to noalyaut Sarah’s wanderings over Ware

Commons. But somehow the moment had not seemedungpd here was first of all a very

material dispute to arbitrate upon Ernestina’s folly in wearing grenadine when asstill

merino weather, since ‘Thou shalt not wear grenadith May’ was one of the nine hundred

and ninety-nine commandments her parents had tawhed the statutory terfp. 113)

Translation:

Zaprve se musel vyjéid k velmi konkrétni rozefy, tykajiciho se Ernestinina blahového

rozmaru, Ze si oblékne hedvabné 3aty, kdyapojedt piikazovalo chodit ve via

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (first of all) —rheme (a very material

dispute to arbitrate upgn

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy complex NP (determinea) + premodification\{ery materia) +
postmodification by infinitivetp arbitrate upom)

116.Which brings me to this evening of the concert lyemmweek later, and why Sam came to
such differing conclusions about the female sexfnis master’s; for he was in that kitchen
again. Unfortunately there was now a duenna presévits Tranter’s cookBut the duenna
was fast asleep in her Windsor chair in front af tpened fire of her rangé. 118)
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Translation:

Na sniilu tam tentokrat byla garde — ku¢ka pani Trantové.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Unfortunately —theme proper (there —transition

(wag —diatheme (now) —rheme (a duenna present — Mrs Tranter’s cook)

notional subject (context) heterogeneoudifs Tranteris a context-dependent element)

notional subject (form)- compound NP (determineat)(+ head duenna + postmodification
by an adjective in postpositiopreseny + apposition rs
Tranter’'s cook)

initial adverbial- sentence adverbial, TrPrO

medial adverbiat context-dependent, settingpfv = a week later)

117. An opening of a new paragraph after a bloaflirefict speech (consisting of 6 lines).

There was a longer silencgp. 123)

Translation:

Nastalo delSi ticho.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a longer silence

Commentary:

The premodifying adjective is in its comparativenfictherefore it invariably implies context-

dependence. We find a mention of silence on theguliag pageThere was a silen¢c@. 122)

to which the sentence under examination (exampl@ isIrelated. Even though the stretch of

text between the two sentences is very large with af action (there are blocks of direct

speech), the notion of silence is contrastétti the previous mention by being specified as

longersilence. The notional subject, thus, enters oalyais as heterogeneous (including both

context independenkanger) and context dependent elemersite(ice).

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification by a comparative
adjective longer) + head gilencg

118.Dr. Grogan was, in fact, as confirmed an old badnels aunt Tranter a spinster. Being
Irish, he had to the full that strangely eunuclagtibernian ability to flirt and flirt and flatter
womankind without ever allowing his heart to bec@ntangled. A dry little kestrel of a man,
sharp almost fierce on occasion, yet easy to unkdreh the company was to his taste, he
added a pleasant astringency to Lyme society; fterwhe was with you you felt he was
always hovering a little, waiting to pounce on daglishness — and yet if he liked you, it was
always with a tonic wit and the humanity of a mdrmwad lived and learnt, after his fashion,
to let live._There was, too, something faintly dalbout him for he had been born a Catholic:
he was in terms of our own time, not unlike somedme had been a Communist in the 1930s
— accepted now, but still with the devil’s singeham. (pp. 129 — 130)

Translation:

Bylo v nem také kco mirre podezelého, protoze se narodil jako katolik.

Type of existential construction bare existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:
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Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —transition proper oriented element(too) —

rheme (something faintly darkbout hin)

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrasdout himneeds to be commented upon. As a semantic

complement of the preceding adjectidark) helping the reader resolve in what respect the

quality of dark is to be understood we analyse ia @art of the complex postmodification of

the indefinite pronousomething

The adverbiatoo functions as a linking element on the sentengiatl (in the meaning of

moreovey cf. Moreover, there was something faintly darkwthim).

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (comprises context-dependent etsyme

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head@methiny+ postmodificationféintly dark
about hinm)

medial adverbial sentence adverbial, TrPrO

119.Dr. Grogan reached out and poked his fire. “We krmoare about the fossils out there on

the beach than we do about what take place inghBs mind. There is a clever German

doctor who has recently divided melancholia inteesal types|...]” (p. 134)

Translation:

Jeden chytry &mecky doktor rozélil nedavno melancholii naizné typy.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a clever German doctor who has recently

divided melancholia into several types

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodification ¢{lever Germah+
head @locton + postmodification by a relative adjectival claus
(who has recently divided melancholia into seveypks)

120.This tender relationship was almost mute. Theylyafeever talked, and if they did, of

only the most trivial domestic things. They knewas that warm, silent co-presence in the

darkness that mattered. There must have been smgetxual in their feelingsPerhaps;

but they never went beyond the bounds that twersistould (p. 139)

Translation:

Tato wta je v grekladu Hany Zantovské vynechana.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (must have beé@r- rheme (something sexuah their

feelingg?

Commentary:

We consider the final prepositional phrasetfieir feeling} as a postmodifying element,

which complements the preceding adjecte&ual(in which respect?).

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (includes a context-dependentatetheir

feelingy

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head¢methiny + postmodification by adjective

(sexua))
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121.This indeed was his plan: to be sympathetic to Bavat to establish a distance, to

remind her of their difference of station... thougjhnily, of course, with an unpretentious

irony.

“They are all | have to give.”

“There is no reason why you should give me anything

“You have come.(p. 144)

Translation:

.,Nemate nejmensitovod mi réco davat.”

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) — NegFocA(no) —rheme (reason why you should

give me anything

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (context-dependent elemgotsme

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determineng) + head (easor) + postmodification by
content nominal interrogative clausehly you should give me
anything)

122.“Varguennes recovered. It came to within a weetheftime when he should take his
leave. By then he had declared his attachment tb me

“He asked you to marry him?”

“There was talk of marriageHe told me he was to be promoted to captainwing ship
when he returned to Francp..]” (p. 149)

Translation:

,Mluvilo se o siatku Rekl mi, Ze aZ se vréati do Francie, bude jmenovéiit&aem na
obchodni lodi.*

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (wag —rheme (talk of marriagé

notional subject (contexy context-dependeniHg asked youo marry him? There wasalk

of marriage)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headdlk) + postmodification by means of
prepositional phrasef{ marriageg)

The rheme proper is constituted by the verb. THarpp of the verb carries the

communication a step further than the notional ectiloes and the fact would with all

probability be reflected in the spoken form, cfefd WAS talk of marriage.

Commentary on translation
Due to the fact that the polarity of predicatiormphasised a translation truer to the FSP
structure of the original sentence would be a®¥ad: O siatku se mluvilo

123. Opening of a new paragraph:

And then too there was that strangely Egyptian igpiaimong the Victorians; that
claustophilia we see so clearly evidenced in teawveloping, mummifying clothes, their
narrow-windowed and -corridored architecture, théar of the open and of the nakétide
reality, shut out naturgp. 154)

Translation:
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A potom — viktoriani ndli v soke néco, ¢im se podiva podobali starym Egyjanim.

Klaustrofobii, ktera se tak jagrznai v jejich prostedi, ty Saty dajici z lidi mumie, uzk&

okna a sid, jejich strach z nahoty a ot@né pirody.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented elements(And thertoo) —theme proper (therg — transition

(wag —rheme (that strangely Egyptian quality: diatheme (among the Victorians-rest

of rheme (that claustophilia we see so clearly evidencedh@irtenveloping, mummifying

clothes, their narrow-windowed and -corridored aitelsture, their fear of the open and of the

naked

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NPthat strangely Egyptian quality appositivehat
claustophilia]...])

initial adverbials- sentence adverbials, TrPrO

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme

124.What you question now is the justice of existence.”
“And that is forbidden?”

“Not forbidden. But fruitless.”

She shook her head. “There are fruit. Though bitt¢p. 159)
Translation:

.Nese to plody. | kdyz hi&é."

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (are) —rheme (fruit)

Commentary:

Though bitterconstitutes an independent element, which is mpatreof the distributional field
of the existential construction. Surely, the intooawould reveal an independent tone unit as
well. The sentence under discussion would in Nelkgapew be considered a compounded
formation, where the first (sentential) part staads base component and the second part as a
bound component comprising a syntactically nongatbry element. The whole would be
then considered as two “intonationally and/or greglhy complete sequences of word-forms”
(189); two utterances. He also considers the peaselsy which a compounded formation
comes to existence. He believes there are two puatdesses: the process of supplementation
and the process gfarcellation. For the purpose of the present study, the praafess
parcellation is relevant; the process of suppleatent is a “spontaneous and automatic
language activity” and it is appliegfimarily in the production of spoken tek{205) while

“the process of parcellation is a premeditated aelibeérately performed operation resorted
to especially in the production of written tef@85). It is believed thatte use of

compounded formations in what is described as narigspeech is primarily designed to
emphasize individual semantic elements [...] and égne the narrative flow a certain
dynamic quality (pp.215 — 216).

notional subject (contexy context-dependent

notional subject (form) simple NP (headrgit))
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125. Opening of a new paragraph, to be more preaisenew section where the story follows

the author’s own contemplations:

There was still deception in the flesh, or Ernestio be facedBut Charles, when he arrived

at his hotel, found that family had come to his §ud 165)

Translation:

Presto se musel postavit W& tva zosobrné nutnosti podvodu, totiz ErnestirAle po svém

navratu do hotelu zjistil, Ze muigpéla na pomoc rodina.

Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —transition proper oriented element(still) —

rheme (deception in the flesh, or Ernestina, to be faced

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (headiéception + multiple postmodification by means
of prepositional phrasen(the flesh and infinitive (o be face})

medial adverbial- context-independent, diatheme, semanticallynggtt

126.But that room was empty, too. And something wasngé# in it, puzzling Charles a
moment. Then he smiled. There were new curtaimsl-thee carpetsyes, they were new as
well. (p. 171 - 172)

Translation:

Byly tu nové zaclony a také koberce — i kobercey lmgvé.

Type of existential construction bare existential with compound NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (nevwrtains —and t\tls_)carpyets

rheme 1 rheme 2

notional subject (contexy context-independent
notional subject (formy- compound NP

127.A few minutes later he was striding down the billhte White Lion. The air was mild, but
the sky was overcast. Idle fingers of wet air bagshis cheeks. There was thunder in the
offing, as in his heart(p. 177)

Translation:

Vzduch byl teply, ale nebe zatazené. Jemné prhiétlo vzduchu mu hladily tié. Od mde
durgla bouka, steji jako v jeho srdci.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials, extended presemn
scale

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme 1(thunde) —diatheme (in the offing —
rheme 2 (specification) (as in his heait

Commentary:

The comparative clausag in his heajtcontains an ellipsis of the predicati@s there was
thunderin his hear} and thus the only element that moves the commatioit further is the
adverbial which is the element with the highest Che semantic dynamic function of the
adverbial is that of specification.
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notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- simple NP thunde)

adverbial in the penultimate positiosontext-independent, setting

final adverbial- context-independent, specification (comparaigeerbial towards which the
sentence is perspectived)

128.And Charles stared at a miniature, framed in gahdl &is uncle’s heavy fingers, of Mrs
Bella Tomkins. She looked disagreeably young; fipped; and with assertive eyes — not at
all unattractive, even to Charles. There was, cusig, some faint resemblance to Sarah in the
face and a subtle new dimension was added to Charkmsise of humiliation and
dispossessiarn(p. 187)
Translation:
Podivnhou ndhodou se ten algj vzdale® podobal Sarah. A Charlkes pocit pokdeni a
vydédeéni se prohloubil nenapadio dalSi rozrr.
Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials
FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —transition proper oriented element(curiously) —
rheme (some faint resemblance to Sayatdiatheme (in the face
notional subject (contexy heterogeneouSérahis a context-dependent element)
notional subject (form)- complex NP (determines@gme + premodification faint) + head
(resemblance) + postmodification by prepositiorfabge (0
Saral))
final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme, setting

129.He felt fatally disabused of his own intelligeniténad let him down in his choice of a
life-partner; for like so many Victorian, and pegsamore recent, men Charles was to live all
his life under the influence of the ideal. There aome men who are consoled by the idea that
130. there are women less attractive than their wivsesd others who are haunted by the
knowledge that31 there are more attractiv&Charles now saw only too well which category
he belonged to(pp. 195 — 196)

Translation:

Jsou muzi, ktd se u&si myslenkou, Ze existuji Zeny négutitazlivé nez jejich manzelka; a

jsou jini, které pronasleduje pomysleni, Ze existpiiitazlivéjSi. Charles nahle chapal aiili$
dobre, ke které kategorii nélezi.

129.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (some men who are consoled by the idea

thatthere are women less attractive than their wjves

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determines@mé + head iher) + postmodification by
relative adjectival clausevho are consoled by the idea tllagre
are women less attractive than their wiyes

130.
Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS
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FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg — transition (are) —rheme (women less attractive than their wiyes

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headMomen + postmodification by a comparative
adjective in postpositiorigss attractivieand complemented by the
standard of comparisoth@n their wivep

131.

Type of existential construction bare existential with ellipted NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (are) —rheme (more attractivgwomen])

notional subject (context) context-dependent (a highly activated elementhvis ellipted in

the text)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (comparative adjectivadre attractive + ellipted head

[women])

132.Then the Morell mansion was surrounded by sentiiethe night of the attempted rape;
not one had noticed anything untoward, even thdabgtbedroom concerned was on the top
floor and reachable only by a ladder it would haeguired at least three men to carry and
‘mount’ — therefore a ladder that would have lefices in the soft soil beneath the window...
and the defence established that there had beea (@200)

Translation:

V den udajného pokusu o znasihi bylo Morellovo sidlo obklopeno strazemi. Nikdo
nezpozoroval nic mimadného, &oliv prislusna loznice se nalézala v nejvysSinieat

k oknu se dalo vylézt jedirpomoci dlouhého Zétku — bylo zapdebi nejmeéa tii lidi, aby
Zelrik prinesli, drzeli a po &m vystoupili — a Zebik by byl nut® musel zanechat stopy g
pod oknem; obhajoba dokazala, Ze tam z&dné nebyly

Type of existential construction negative bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (had beeh—rheme (nong

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (the negative charge of the pnofeing
irretrievable from the preceding context makesrti@me)

notional subject (formy- simple NP (proforrmone= “no traces”)

133.0n the slopes above his path the trunks of thesaahé sycamores, a honey gold in the
oblique sunlight, erected their dewy green vaultgaung leaves; there was something
mysteriously religious about theiout of a religion before religion; a druid balra,green
sweetness over all... and such infinity of greermmesalmost black in the further recesses of
the foliage; from the most emerald to the paleshpoa (pp. 207 — 208)

Translation:

Na svazich nad stezkou zvedafgénat zelené koruny s mladymi listy vysoké kmeny javor
a jasafi oblité medo¥ zlatym slunénim swtlem. Bylo réco tajemi nabozenského v tom
v8em ale bylo to ndbozZenstvigd nabozenstvim.

Type of existential construction bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (something mysteriously religious about
them
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notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head@methiny+ postmodification by modified
adjective (nysteriously religioyswhich is complemented by
prepositional phrasalpout them

134.1n that stillness her light, even breathing washbasible and audible; and for a moment
that she should be sleeping there so peacefulipseas wicked a crime as any Charles had
expected.
Yet there rose in him, and inextinguishably, amets protect (p. 214)
Translation:
A piece se v &m nepotlgitelné ozvala touha ochi@vat.
Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials
FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (rose —diatheme (in him) —transition proper oriented
element(and inextinguishably—rheme (a desire to protegt
notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)— head desire@ + postmodification by
infinitive (to protecy)
medial adverbial 4 context-dependent, diatheme, semantically seftmigim)
medial adverbial 2- context-independent, transition proper oriergietnent
(inextinguishably

135.“And | must tell you something else. There is talkhe town of committing you to an

institution” (p. 223)

Translation:

»,Musim vamfici jeS€ néco. Ve nésté se povida, Ze mate byt Zzama do ustavti

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (talk of committing you to an institutipr

diatheme (in the town)

notional subject (context heterogeneous (context-dependent elenyenj:

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headdlk) + discontinuous postmodification by a
prepositional phrasef{ committing you to an institutign

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme, semantically gettin

136.Her head turned against his shoulder, she nestigdrst him; and as he patted and
stroked and murmured a few foolish words, he fduntself most suddenly embarrassed.
There was a distinct stir in his loingp. 229)

Translation:

V jeho slabinach se cosietelre pohnulo.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial, extended prets¢ion scale
FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a distinct sti) — specification (in his
loins)

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea) + premodification distinct + head

(stir))
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final adverbial- heterogeneous (context-dependent eletmsntontext-independeiins),
specification

137.1t would be an exaggeration to say that the citgl bared light quarter in 1867; for all

that it had a distinctly louche area, rather awagrh the centre of the town and the carbolic

presence of the Cathedral. It occupied a part efdhy that slopes down towards the river,

once, in the days (already well passed in 1867)wheas a considerable port, the heart of

Exeter life. It consisted of a warren of streetl with many Tudor houses, badly lit,

malodorous, teeming. There were brothels there,damte-halls and gin-palacelsut rather

more frequent were variously undone girls and womenmarried mothers, mistresses, a

whole population in retreat from the claustrophobitages and small towns of Devdp.

238)

Translation:

Byly tu newstince, tagirny a kdalny; jeSe cetrgjSi tu vSak byly osudem stihané divky a Zeny

— svobodné matky, milenky, celé zastupytiasiic, jez se sem uchylilygd nepatelskymi

vesnicemi a stetky z celého Devonu.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (werg) —rheme 1(brothel9 —diatheme (therg —rheme

2 (dance- hall¥—rheme 3(gin-palace$

Commentary:

Interestingly, the multiple notional subject do@$ make an impact, uninterrupted whole but

there is the adverbial proforthereinserted between the second and third constitiéatdeal

here with a discontinuous coordinated structure.

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- compound NP (three elements coordinatedrim(brothels and
dance- halls and gin-palacps

final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme, setting

138. Opening of a new chapter:
When Charles at last found himself on the broadssté# the Freeman town mansion, it was
already dusk, gaslamped and crisp. There was d faist, compounding the scent of the
spring verdure from the Park across the street tivedold familiar soat(p. 252)
Translation:
Kdyz se Charles koreé octl na schodistiied Freemanovym éstskym sidlem, snesl se uz
chladny soumrak prostieny jen plynovymi lampami. Ve vzduchu se vzna&édda miha,
V niZ se spojovalainé jarni zelew z parku naproti ffes ulici s dote powdomym pachem
sazi
Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS
FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a faint mist, compounding the scent of
the spring verdure from the Park across the steset the old familiar sot
notional subject (context) heterogeneoughg ... soots dependent on a broader context — it
is activated throughout the novel whose plot tgkase in a coal-
mine area)
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationfaint) + head ifisf)
+ postmodification by a participle in postpositi@m@mpounding the
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scent of the spring verdure from the Park acrogsstineet and the
old familiar soo})

139.You have just made some decision in which youopeaidenefit, your chance of

possession, has not been allowed to interfere? @berot dismiss Charles’s state of mind as

a mere conditioning of futile snobbery. See himafbat he is: a man struggling to overcome

history. And even though he does not realize it.

There pressed on Charles more than the common humetimct to preserve personal identity;

140. there lay behind him all those years of thoughécsiation, self-knowledgép. 257)

Translation:

Na Charlese doléhalo mnohem vic nez pouhy instiaghovat si jednotu osobnosti; lezela za

nim vSechna ta |éta mysleni, Gvah, seldamovani.

139.

Type of existential construction existential with medial O prep

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (pressedl—diatheme (on Charle$ —rheme (more than

the common human instinct to preserve personalitgg¢n

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headr(ore + complementation of the comparative
form (than the common human instinct to preserve personal
identity))

Commentaryl:

The verb is worth an extra comment. Interestintjig,verb of presentation on the scene is a
prepositional verb hergfess o followed by a prepositional object which togetkgth the
preposition often resemble locative elementsqofCharles.

Commentary2:
Notice the nominal function ahore

140.

Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (lay) —diatheme (behind him —rheme (all those years of

thought, speculation, self-knowledge

notional subject (contexy context-independent (determirieoseserves as a tool of

presenting a context-independent element as fainilia

notional subject (formy}- complex NP (quantifiea(l) + determinerthosg + head yearg +
postmodification by prepositional phrasé thought, speculation,
self-knowledgp

Commentary:

The reader is given a hint that he/she is supptustake a new piece of information as a
familiar one. Here the reader learns about yeatsafght, speculation... that lie behind
Charles for the first time, however as it was mamd at some point in the novel that Charles
is a thinking and doubting being, the reader ig esstructed to take the information abait
those yearss an established fact.

167



141 Charles stared at them, then abruptly smiled.c&lent idea.” But then he resumed his
rather solemn stare out of the window. He felt bghd to stop the carriage and say good
night to them. He remembered, in a brief flashropprtion, what their reputation was. Then
there came out of nowhere Sarah'’s fabtat face with its closed eyes tended to hiskibg...
so much fuss about nothing. 262)

Translation:

Ale odrekud se vyndila Sdina tvé; ta tvd se zavenyma dima obracena kdmu...ten
polibek...tolik trapeni pro nic.

Type of existential construction existential with medial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme (Ther) —theme proper (there —transition (camg —diatheme (out of nowherg—
rheme (Sarah’s facg

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (context-dependent elensaral)

notional subject (formy simple NP (determineBSarah’yg + head face)

medial adverbiat entirely context-independent, diatheme, semalhfisetting

initial adverbial — context-independent, adverlbilime, setting

142.He stole another look at her during the next sieen& horrid mathematics gnawed at

Charles’s mind: three hundred and sixty-five, dagé hundred ‘working’, multiply by two ...

it was six hundred to one that she did not haveesdisease. Was there some delicate way he

could askR 143 There was nof(p. 268)

Translation:

Existoval jaky taktni zfisob, jak se zeptat? Nikoli.

142.

Type of existential construction bare interrogative existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Transition (Wag —theme (there —rheme (some delicate way he could ¥k

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determines@gme + premodification delicatg + head
(way) + postmodification by a relative adjectival clause could

ask)
143.

Type of existential construction bare negative existential with ellipted NS

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —rheme (was no}

notional subject (context) entirely context-dependent

notional subject (form}-ellipted complex NP (determines¢me + premodification
(delicatg + head Wway) + postmodification by a relative adjectival claulse could asi

144. Opening of a new paragraph:

There are two kinds of hangovén one you feel ill and incapable, in the otheuyfeel ill and
lucid. (p. 276)

Translation:

Jsou dva druhy kocovinyiifprvnim je vam zle a na nic se nepamatujetiedquhém je vam
zle a vite vSechno.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:
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Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (two kinds of hangovgr

notional subject (context) context-independent

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (numerativéwo) + head Kindg + postmodification by
a prepositional phrasef(hangove))

145 “Pure gold, Mr Charles, pure gold — that’s ‘owd'treat any words of hadvice from that

gentleman’s mouth.”

With this hyperbole Sam left. Charles stared atdbsed door. He began to wonder if there

wasn’t something of Uriah Heep beginning to eruptloe surface of Sam’s personality;

certain duplicity (p. 285)

Translation:

Napadlo ho, jestli se v Sambeharakteru nezéna objevovat napadna obdoba takoveho

UridSe Heepa, jista obojetnost.

Type of existential construction existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(If) —theme proper (therg —transition (wasn)) —

rheme (something of Uriah Heelpeginning to erupt on the surface of Sam’s perstyal

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headg@methiny+ postmodification by a prepositional
phrase ¢f Uriah Heep + participial constructionbeginning to
erupt on the surface of Sam’s persongJity

Commentary:

The rheme comprises two FSP subfields where thensieane is constituted by the participial
construction ljeginning to erupt on the surface of Sam’s persty)allhe final adverbialgn
the surface of Sam’s personajithen is not a constituent of the highest pretocatout an
element in the postmodification of the notionaljsah

146. Opening of a new chapter:

They arrived at the White Lion just before ten thight. The lights were still on in Aunt
Tranter’s house; a curtain moved as they passedrl€s performed a quick toilet and leaving
Sam to unpack, strode manfully up the hill. Margwaerjoyed to see him; Aunt Tranter just
behind her, was pinkly wreathed in welcoming smi&ee had had strict orders to remove
herself as soon as she had greeted the traveheretwas to be no duenna nonsense that
evening Ernestina, with her customary estimation of henalignity, had remained in the
back sitting-room(p. 290)

Translation:

M¢la prisny rozkaz vzdalit se hned po uvitani naSeho casdte. Ten vé&er se nidl obejit bez
obvyklych poSetilosti s gardedamou.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (was to b — NegFocA(no) —rheme (duenna nonsenye
—diatheme (that eveniny

Commentary:

The notion of duenna is being brought back to lagker it was introduced much earlier in the
text when the reader learns about ways of couitirige Victorian era. To abide by principles
of etiquette of the time it was necessary thatenda was present during a meeting of a future
husband and a wife.
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notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatiomenna + head fonsensp
final adverbial- context-dependent, diatheme, semantically teatsetting

147.The silence was terrible then, as tense as a bratgrit to break, a tower to fall;

unendurable in its emotion, its truth bursting w¢poken. Then suddenly there was a little

cascade of coals from the firgp. 302)

Translation:

Pak se nahle sesulo v krbéknlik uhlika.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials

FSP pattern:

Theme (Ther) —transition proper oriented element(suddenly —theme proper (there —

transition (wag —rheme (a little cascade of coalsom the firg

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrase is ambiguous asay tme interpreted also as an adverbial

element. We tend to treat the phrasenf the firg as an element within postmodification

which specifies the head of the notional subjeas¢adg

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ premodificationl|{ttle) + head
(cascadg + postmodification by a prepositional phrasédoalg)

initial adverbial- context independent, setting

148.The discreet sounds of washing ceased. There weig small rustlings- he supposed
she was getting into the hegg. 308)

Translation:

Diskrétni zvuky umyvani ustaly. Ale dal se vedlgwa tichy Sramgtpredpokladal, ze se
znovu ukladéa do postele.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (werg —rheme (various small rustlings

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatiowvdrious small + head Kustlingg)

149.A dialogue began to form between his better andavioise self — or perhaps between him

and that spreadeagled figure in the shadows atthech’s end]...]

Then why are you now free of her?

There was no answer from Charlésp. 312 — 313)

Translation:

Charles neodp@dgl.

Type of existential construction bare existential with complex NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (answer from Charlés

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- simple NP (determineng) + head énswe} + postmodification by
prepositional phrasérom Charle3)
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150.He at last looked round at her, expecting to seenhth her head bowed; but she was

weeping openly, with her eyes on him; and as shehsa look, she made a motion, like some

terrified, lost child, with her hands towards hihglf-rose, took a single step, and then fell to

her knees. There came to Charles then a sharpsievut not against her, but against the

situation his half-truths, his hiding of the essentig. 328)

Translation:

Charles pocitil ostry odppne vici ni, ale vici situaci, v které se octl.

Type of existential construction existential with 2 medial adverbials

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (cameg — diatheme (to Charles thep—rheme (a sharp

revulsion — not against her, but against the situat

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodificationgharp + head
(revulsion) + postmodificationrfot against her, but against the
situation)

medial adverbial *+ context-dependent, theme, semantically settm@larle3

medial adverbial 2 context-independent, diatheme, semanticallynggefthen)
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Source William Golding. The Spire. London: Faber and &ali964.
Czech translationt JanCulik. Praha: VySehrad. 1989

151.Mattins, diminished, its sounds so small they miighbeld in one hand, was nonetheless

audible from the Lady Chapel at the other end efdhthedral, beyond the wood and canvas

screen. There was a nearer sound that tethlough the components were so mixed by echo as

to be part of each other — that men were diggingarth and stongp. 9)

Translation:

Zpev jitinich hodinek, s nimiz se uchylil do marianské kapiel za latkovou zaghou na

druhém konci katedraly ztéere a slak, Ze ho bylo mozno pé&tkat na dlani jedné ruky; zato

vSak pobliz se ozyvaly zvukgzwnou smiSeneé v jeden Khy celek, prozrazuijici, Ze se tu

kope v zemi a do kamene

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme (Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (a nearer sound that told that men were digging

in earth and stone

Commentary:

The head of the nominal phras®(nd constituting the notional subject is the elemeith

the lowest degree of CD as it is context-dependent.

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (extatlependent
head, context-independent modification)

notional subject (form) complex NP (determinea) + premodificationjearer + head

(sound + postmodification by a relative adnominal cla(tbat told that men were digging in

earth and stong

152.But still Pangall stood his ground, looking up undiés thatch of dark hair. There was
dust on his brown tunic, his crossgartered legs,did shoes(p. 14)

Translation:

Ale Pangall se nehybal a vzhliZzel &mu zpod kStice tmavych viasNa jeho hidé vest i na
nohou s kizovymi podvazky a na starych botachllprach

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial, extended pres¢ion scale
FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (dus) — specification(on his brown tunic,
his crossgartered legs, his old shpes

Commentary:

Due to the expanse of the final adverbial and nraw elements which move the
communication further (we believe that the sentesgerspectived towards the fact that dust
covered Pangall in great extemte regard its FSP as specification.

Commentary on translation:

The FSP of Czech translation does not accord WeHSP of the original. It is due to the
resistance that the Czech language offers in giatia rheme in preverbal positions. We
imagine the translation might go as followsach byl vSude, na jeho & vest, i na nohou
s kiizovymi podvazky a na starych botach

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- single NP dus)
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final adverbial- heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (idicig both context-
dependent elementki§) and context-independent ones),

153 He bore down on the desk and managed to bredkaupgor of his knees. He tottered a
step or two before he could stand and walk ereetsioothed out his cassock with his right
hand, and while he was doing this, he rememberedah and scrape and looked towards the
north wall, where the dumb man sat, his mouth hagngpen. There was a cloth on the
pavement at his feedind he scraped carefully at the lump of stqpp. 22 — 23)

Translation:

Opiel se 0 desku klekéatka a patiase mu pekonat topornost kolen.dNolik kroki vravoral

a pak se teprve n&imil a Sel rov. Pravou rukou si uhladil sutanu atpm si uvdomil

zvuky od severni zdi, kde s#aheémy mladik s pootaenymi Gsty a s hadrem u nohau
pesliveé opracovaval kus kamene.

Type of existential construction

FSP pattern: existential with final adverbial

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a cloth) —diatheme (on the pavement at
his fee}

Commentary:

The final adverbial though comprising context-ingegent elementpévement, fegt
constitutes the scene/setting of the existentiabttaction. Semantically it does not move the
communication any further and we believe that fhase is perspectived towards the
presenceof a cloth rather than towards thiacemenbf the cloth.

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- single NP (determinea) + head ¢loth))

final adverbial- heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable, #/setting

154. Father Adam reads a letter to Father Jocafid éo the double quote):

‘ “Master Godfrey wishes to strike out the last &arte, but | say he must leave it in. Are all
the bones in your church so sanctified? You may kaye small prospect of heaven, but my
hope is better. There is a plaeaw there was before your day, on the south sfdeevchoir,
where the sun comes in, between some old bishotharlefovoste Chantry think the High
Altar could see me there and perhaps be more atvsedéd than you about those faults | still
find so difficult entirely to repent of.” {p. 28)

Translation:

.Magistr Godfrey chce tuhle poslednitu Skrtnout, ale ja trvdm na tom, aby ji tam nechal
Jsou vSichni mrtvi ve vaSem kostele tak svati? Moeknes, Zze mam malé vyhlidky na nebe,
ale doufat pece mohu. Na jizni strarchoru je mistpnebo aspobyvalo za Tvych

predchidci, mezi rEjakym starym biskupem a probostskou kafiiti tam slunce je tam,
myslim, vickt od hlavniho oltée, jenZ by byl asi lhostejjsi nez Ty k mym poklesim,

z kterych je tak obtizné se kat.”

Type of existential construction existential with two final adverbials, extendaggentation
scale

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme 1(a placg —rheme 2 (specification 1)(on
the south side of the chdir rest of the rheme 1(where the sun comes)irnrheme 3
(specification 2)(between some old bishop and the Provoste Chantry
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notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable
notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinea) + head fjlace + discontinuous
postmodification\Where the sun comes))n
penultimate adverbiat adverbial of placeof the south side of the chpiheterogeneous,
specification 1
final adverbial- adverbial of placebgetween some old bishop and the Provoste Chantry
heterogeneouspecification 2

155.“The nave is empty. No one is standing guard.”

Though he seemed asleep, Father Anselm was tremiginery slightly. He opened his

eyes but looked away.

“The dust, my lord. You know how it is with thisopchest of mine.”

“There was no need for you to sit theou have authority!”

Anselm coughed delicately, tuh, tuh, t(h.31)

Translation:

»Hlavni lod’ je bez dozoru. Nikdo tam nehlida.”

Ackoli se zdalo, Ze spi, otec Anselm sed&nmeznateld chwl. Otewel oci, ale dival se jinam.

,10 je tim prachem, paneskiane. Vite pece, Ze jsem slaby na prsa.”

.Nemusite tam fece se& sam Nékoho tam poslete!”

Anselm lehce zakaslal.

Type of existential construction bare negative existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (no need for you to sihere

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (extatdependent

element you))

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determinend) + head ileed + postmodification by a
prepositional phraséqr you + postmodification by infinitivet6 sit
there)

156. So he went back into the cathedral, and by the tie stood in the south transept, he had

put Anselm out of his mind; for already there wessldust in the aiand what there was,

hung diminishing(p. 36)

Translation:

Sel zpatky do katedraly a ve chvili, kdy stanutwi lodi, uz pustil Anselma z hlavy; ve

vzduchu bylo méhprachua i ten zbytek stalgdl.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials (initial anddihn

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(For) —transition proper oriented element(already) —

theme proper (therg) —transition (wag —rheme (less dust—diatheme (in the air)

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (ibgon of dust is
dependent on a broader context as there are bgivdinks going
on inside the cathedral and the dust is a sourgeesit discomfort
for all the people involved, the quantifiessintroduces new
information into the context)

notional subject (form) complex NP (quantifielgs9 + head dus))

initial adverbials- transition proper oriented elements
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final adverbial- context-independent: entirely irretrievable ntia¢ic, semantically settingn(
the air)

157.The master builder's smile was ambiguous as thesachad been.

“How would you set about building one of thesegusgl reverend Father?”

Jocelin went to the pillar and peered closely aE#ch pipe in the cluster was thicker than a
man’s body. He passed his fingers down the suidaoae.

“There. You see? These horizontal cracks, seamat ddnyou call them? Joists? They must
have cut slices and then piled them, as childragipt t checkers will pile one counter on
another.”

Now there was a grimness in the master builder'gesitp. 41)

Translation:

Mistr stavitel se dvojsmyséusmal, tak jako f@dtim sakristan.

»~Jak byste stait takovyhle pili, ctihodny ote?"

Jocelin gistoupil k sloupu a zblizka si ho prohlizel. Kazdéice svazku byla si#jsi nez
lidské €lo. Prejel prsty po jedné z nich.

»rady. Vidis? Ty vodorovné &thiny, ty spary; jak tomiikate? Kvadry? Naged museli
vysekat z kamene jednotlivé kusy a pak je naditaa sebe, jako&i davaji na sebe kostky,
kdyZ hraji damu.”

Stavitelovi ztuhl Usrév na rtech

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials (initial anddlhn

FSP pattern:

Theme (Now) —theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (a grimnes$ —diatheme
(in the master builder’s smije

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form)- simple NP (determinea) + head grimnes})

final adverbial- adverbial of place, context-dependent: entiretsievable, setting

158.1t's that woman with her torrent, and her bold, kbka face. There are some women who

are stronger than gates and bars by their very rgnge | should rebuke her too for her

presumption, teach her to know her plage 46)

Translation:

To kvili té Zvanivé Zenské s drzym neklidnym @bjem._Jsou Zeny, jejichZ hloupost je

silngjSi neZ brany a iive

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (some women who are stronger than gates

and bars by their very ignorange

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinesgme + head wvomen + complex
postmodification by means of a relative adjectlalise ywho are
stronger than gates and bars by their very ignoghc

159.But the rain came for three days, with only a &y to follow it of low cloud and soaked
air; so that housewives hung what linen there veasash before smouldering fires that
dirtied more than they driecind then there was wind and rain for a wegk 51)

Translation:
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Ale dég trval ti dny a potom fl dne stély mraky nizko a vzduch byl vihky; hospagly
rozwéSovaly vyprané pradlo na@dicim krbem, ktery je vic zaSpinil nez usudipak znova
vitr a désg cely tyden.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Rheme(what liner) —theme proper (there —transition (wag —rest of the rheme(to wash
Commentary:

Our analysis is based upon the induced sentenese that housewives hung whatever linen
there was to wash..

The existential construction is incorporated intooaninal relative clausevhat linen there
was to washwhose function is that of an object. There isangmatically conditioned
fronting of the notional subjectvhat liner) in the existential construction. The NS conséisut
the rheme (semantically a phenomenon introduceal thiet scene) together with the
postmodifying infinitive {o wash).

notional subject (context) context-independent
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinewbal + head lfnen) + postmodification
(to wash)

160.0nce, when the rain had stopped, but the cavetheohave was particularly noisome,
Jocelin stopped by the model, to encourage him$sdfdetached the spire with difficulty,
because the wood was swollen, and held the thingully, like a relic’He caressed it gently,
cradling it in his arms, and looking at it all oyers a mother might examine her baliywas
eighteen inches long, squared for half its lengtd with tall windows, then bursting into a
grove of delicate pinnacles, from among which tteagspire rose, undecorated and slender
with a tiny cross at the tofiThe cross was smaller than the one he wore harfgimg his
neck.’He stood by the north west pillar, still cradlingetspire, and telling himself that surely
by now the flood must begin to sink. For there badn no rain for a weekhough March was
proving not windy, but dullp. 56)

Translation:

Jocelin stal u severozapadnihoigilstale s i v narwi arikal si, Ze td’ voda z&ne klesat.
Tyden uz neprSelale lrezen byl poSmourny, patru ani pamatky.

Type of existential construction negative existential with final adverbial, extedd
presentation scale

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(For) —theme proper(there —transition (had beeh—
NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(rain) —rheme 2 (specification)(for a week

Commentary:

The indices label number of sentences dividinditiseand the second mention of the rain.
In his study on retrievability span, Jan Firbas tiers the distance of seveentences for a
piece of information to remain retrievable from tmntext. (1995: 18) This would speak for
the notional subject of the existential construttimder examination to be context-dependent.
However, the lack of rain is now presented in a sganger form, compatéere had been
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NO rainwith the rain had stoppedhe clause is perspectived towatitks length of the
period without rain.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous (partly retrievable)

notional subject (form} simple NP (determinen¢) + head f@ain))

final adverbial- adverbial of time, context-independent: entiiglgtrievable, specification

161.“They are a trial to us all, my son. | admit it. Vifeust be patient. Didn’t you say once

that this is your house? There was sinful pridéhat, but also loyalty and servide..]” (p.

61)

Translation:

»Je to zkouSka pro nas pro vSechnyjsynu. To uznavam. Musime byt &tpi. Coz jsi

jednou néekl, Ze je to tuj dam? Byla v tom kSn4 pycha, ale také ochota sloufit]*

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial followed by tisecond
element of multiple NS

FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme 1(sinful pride —diatheme(in thaf) —
rheme 2(but also loyalty and servige

—

focalizer rheme proper
Commentary:
Elementdoyalty and servicare rhematized bglsg which marks them as conveyers of
additional irretrievable information.
(After Jan Firbas 19995: 36. He comments, “ ‘Adulitiis an essential trait of the meaning of
also. Conveying this traitalsois a marker of additional informatigrar excellencég This
note is in his study about the retrievability sp@éfhen he speaks of re-expressing the same
referent, he points out, that “re-expression majirked with additional irretrievable
information” (p. 20). The phenomenon of additiomedtrievable information plays an
important role in interpreting an element as rheordespite its being re-expressed. In our
case re-expression is not involved but the rhenmatiare of elementsyalty and prides
accentuated by the presence of rhematisa)

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form) compound NP (3 elements in the multiple igful pride,loyalty
and servicg

final adverbial- context-dependent: entirely retrievabtethal), its antecedent is in the
preceding sentencéh@t = saying thathis is your house

162.The army made a constant noise, however Jocelipleaned to Roger Mason. There
was a constant adzing going on in the shed outbid@orth transept, and a constant banging
and thumping from the roof over the va(iip. 68 — 69)

Translation:

Tak byl v katedrale navzdorgkianovym stiznostem neustaly hluk. #gtreSku u severniho
kiidla, kde pracovali tesa se ozyvaly rany sekerpme stechy nad klenbou se ozyvalo
bouchani a mlaceni.

Type of existential construction existential with compound NP

FSP pattern:
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Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme 1(a constant adzing going on in the shed
outside the north transept rheme 2(and a constant banging and thumpingm the roof
over the vault
Commentary:
It seems we are dealing here with two notionalettisjin coordination. According to the
presence of one verb we estimate the clause coesgris coordinated subjects within one
existential construction. Compare the Czech tréiosiavhere two independent clauses are
employed to introducadzingandbanging and thumpingn the scene, but where the verb is
repeated.
We understand the prepositional phrasthe shed outside the north transept being an
element within the main predication but complenmegthe participial predicatiogoing on
The prepositional phrageom the roof over the vaul being understood as a postmodifying
element.
notional subject (context) heterogeneoughe north transepts dependent on a broader
context since the story takes place in a cathedsabciative
anaphora)
notional subject (formy)- compound NP (determineg)(+ premodification ¢onstan} + head
(adzing + postmodification by a participlgging on in the shed
outside the north transept

163.And Pangall chipped away at a wall, or stood, le@nmoodily on his broom, or limped

away from the mocking army; and Goody Pangall pdskssough the crossways — but there

were other ways she could get to her hous®t looking up, with an effort that bent her kiec

and Roger Mason, sighted at a chalk mark — Somstiloeelin surprised himself; or rather a

dark corner of his mind surprised him, forcing msuth to utter words that had no logical

meaning, but seemed connected directly to triunmpmeasiness(p. 75)

Translation:

Goody Pangallova chodilags stavenist— i kdyz dont vedly takeé jiné cesty a usilovig

s hlavou sklo#nou se snaZila nedivat se napravo ani nalevo; arRdgson zkoumal

prizornikem Kidovou znaku.

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) — theme proper(there —transition (werg —

rheme (other ways she could get to her house

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (premodificatiomiher + head Wway9 +
postmodification by means of relative adjectivaude $¢he could
get to her hougg

164. Opening of a new paragraph:

There came a sharp scream from by the south wisst.g5oody Pangall stood there, her
basket still rolling at her fee(p. 80)

Translation:

Od jihozépadniho piié se ozval vyik. Stala tam Goody Pangallova, kosSik se ji valel u
nohou.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial
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FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (cameg —rheme (a sharp screai-diatheme (from the

south west pillay

notional subject (context) entirely context-independent

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification¢harp + head

(screan))

final adverbial- adverbial of place, heterogeneous (the pillssoaiative anaphora; south

west: new element), setting

165. “I'll tell you a thing. What's closer than broth@nd brother, mother and child? What's

closer than hand and mouth, closer than the thotmktie mind? It’s vision, Roger. | don’t

expect you to understand that —”

“But of course | understand!”

Jocelin lifted his face and smiled suddenly.

“You do, do you?”

“But there comes a point when vision’s no more thashild’s playing let’s pretendtl (p. 85)

Translation:

»2Ale ptijde chvile, kdy vize neni vic neZtdka hra na schovavanou.”

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) —theme proper (therg —transition (come$ —

rheme (a point when vision’s no more than a child’s playiet’s pretengl

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + head oint) + postmodification by
means of relative adjectival clausehgen vision’s no more than a
child’s playing let’s preteny

166.And as he lay, waiting for the shuddering armspong apart and the weight to crush
them both, he knew that something else he hadveaeprinted on his eye for ever. Whenever
there should be darkness and no thoutte picture would come badfp. 90)

Translation:

A jak lezel a s hrzoucekal, Ze jeho rozazené paze povoli a masa je rozdrti oba dva,
uvédomil si, Ze v jeho mysli utkd navzdycky jiny obraz a Ze se bude vracet, kdytati
nastane tma a zmizi mysleni

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(Whenever— theme proper(there —transition
(should bg—rheme (darkness and no thought

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- compound NPdarkness and no thought

initial adverbial- transition proper oriented

167.The hole through the vault into the chimney wasllemdecause some of the beams that
would make a flooring for the vast apartment oflhwer stage were already in place. But
there was still a wide space left in the middletfa lifting of stone and woo(p. 95)
Translation:

Ale uprosted jeSt zela velka dira pro dopravu kameneravd.
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Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials, the thematie éollowed
by discontinuous postmodification, extended presteat
scale

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(But) — theme proper(therg —transition (wag —

transition proper oriented element(still) —rheme 1(a wide space lefh the middl¢ —

rheme 2 (specification)(for the lifting of stone and wodd

notional subject (context) context-independent (the definite articléhie middledenotes

situationally unique object which is mentioned tioe first time
and is thus context-independent, see DusSkova 2083@7)
notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodification\ide) + head §pace
+ postmodification by a participialeft) + complementation of the
participial predication by a prepositional phrésethe middIg)
final adverbial- adverbial of purpose, context-independent, $igation

Commentary:

We believe we have a case of potentiality here.

There is a twofold interpretation possible of thegwsitional phrasi the middle It can be
understood either as a part of the main predicdtibrinere was a space in the middle) or it
can function as an adverbial complementation opt#icipial predication (cf. .....left in the
middle....), which is the interpretation we incliteevards.

168.Suddenly everything was easier in Jocelin’s heaérd was sunlight at last, flashing

round him (p. 101)

Translation:

Koneiné se kolem 8 rozz&ilo swétlo.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial followed by dsatinuous
postmodification

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (sunligh) —diatheme (at las) —rest of

the rheme (flashing round himp

notional subject (contexy) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headnligh) + discontinuous postmodification by a
participle (lashing round hiry)

169.The earth is a huddle of noseless men grinning ugwhere are gallows everywhere
the blood of childbirth never ceases to flow, noeat in the furrow, the brothels are down
there and drunk men lie in the guttép. 107)

Translation:

Je to zmatena stsice beznosych, Sklebicich se lidi, vSude Sibekiey rodéek tee bez
prestani, brazdy skrépé potem, bordely, opilci lezici v Skérp

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial, extended pres¢ion scale
FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (gallowg — specification (everywherg
notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy simple NP @allows

final adverbial- context-independent: entirely irretrievable, exdval of place, specification
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170.And the work, as he knew, experienced in the cangusteadfastness of his will, the

work was blessed. There were astonishing days ae@ber, when the church never knew the

sun, when the nave was like a cavém 112)

Translation:

V prosinci nastaly divné dny, kdy chram nepoznahesk, kdy se l& podobala jeskyni.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial followed by dmatinuous
postmodification

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (astonishing days-diatheme (in

December—rest of the rheme(when the church never knew the sun, when the nasdike

a caverrn

Commentary:

The communication in the sentence under the facpsgrispectived towards the presentation of

astonishing daysnto the scene and further towards the charaetaizof the days.

The adverbial of time, however, brings a new pigic@formation for the reader. The plot of

the story is situated within a cathedral and tlaelee learns about the time of the outside world

by sporadic mentions of the season of the year.

notional subject (context) heterogeneoughe churchthe naveare dependent on a broader

context)

notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatioragtonishing + head dayg +
discontinuous postmodification by means of twotreéaadjectival
clauseswWhen the church never knew the sun, when the nase w
like a caverp)

final adverbial- adverbial of time, context-independent: entiiglgtrievable, scene-setting

171."1 understand you, my son. It’s the little dare aller again. Shall | tell you where we’ve
come? Think of the mayfly that lives for no moenthne day. That raven over there may
have some knowledge of yesterday and the day bé&feeeraven knows what the sunrise is
like. Perhaps he knows there’ll be another .ddet the mayfly doesnt..]” (pp. 116 — 117)
Translation:

Pamatuje se, jaky byl vychod slunce. Mozn4, Ze Z&ibude dalSi

Type of existential construction bare existential with premodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (will be) —rheme (another ong

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (form}- complex NP (premodificatiomothe) + head ¢ng)

172."1 must go down now, Roger. There’s something letmvdo” (p. 123)

Translation:

,Musim jit doli, RogereCeka tam na gngjaky tkol.*

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (something | have to §lo

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (exttdependent)

notional subject (formy- complex NP (heag@methiny+ postmodification by relative
adjectival clausel have to dj)
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173.1 must go to her, he thought, | must save whatbmsaved; but even as he had thought,

he felt the prurience in him like a leprosy, an@Wrthat if he were to find her alone there

would be nothing for it but to ask, and pry, andnd@d, without knowing what he wantég.

128)

Translation:

Musim jit za nifikal si, musim zachranit, co se da; ale uz v t8lemce byla chlipnost jako

malomocenstvi a citil, Ze najde-li ji samotnou, slgi¥e nic jiného nez ptat se, vyzvidat,

zkoumat, aniz &d¢l co.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial followed by dsatinuous
postmodification

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (would bg —rheme (nothingfor it but to ask, and pry,

and demand, without knowing what he wapted

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable (extatependerfor

it, he)

notional subject (formy- complex NP (head¢thing + postmodification by means of two
prepositional phrasefof it but to ask, and pry, and demand,
without knowing what he wantgd

174.The boys of the songschool had left their gamdersill of the arcade again. He could
not see the squares of the board scratched in startéhe could see the white, bone counters
of the game that lay on it. He could see someeashilbut only some, for the stone between the
battlements cut off a corner of the board fromdyis._ There was a kind of a childish security
in looking at the gamehe white counters, one, two, three, four, fiv§p-133)

Translation:

Dival se dak s dttinskym pocitem bez@g& jedna, d¥, tii, ¢étyfti, pét bilych kostek —

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a kind of a childish securify- diatheme

(in looking at the game

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ head Kind) + postmodification by a
prepositional phrasef a childish security

final adverbial- context-dependent: entirely retrievable, ad\anbi place

175.Then he let out his breath, looked closely at ttaéngof the wood before him, and spoke
aloud, but humbly.

“I'm not very intelligent.”

As if his angel had whispered to him, there wag aghand (p. 140)
Translation:

Jako by mu to poSeptal jeho &daskytla se hned pomoc

»Mysli na ni, jaka byla pedtim!*

Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS
FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (helpat hand
notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable
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notional subject (formy- complex NP (headélp + modification by a prepositional phrase
(at hangd)

176.Then Jocelin would nod to himself, and say wisely:

“He doesn’t care if he lives or dies.”

All the same, when she haunted him next day amdined himself to Roger to be rid of her,
he found he had misjudged him. Roger must careh&hée lived or died otherwise the fear
would not have laid so obvious a hand on him. Teae no clear way of explaining why the
fear was so obvious in the master buildgr. 144)

Translation:

Rogerovi utité neni jedno, zda je Ziv nebo mrtev, protoze jinghdk Zejmé nepodléhal
strachu. AvSak pibse tolik boji, nebylo jasné

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (clear way of explaining
why the fear was so obvious in the master bujlder

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (premodificatioretlear) + head Wway) +
postmodification by means of an extensive prepwsdi phrasedf explaining why the fear
was so obvious in the master builger

177.“What'’s this thing called, my son? And this?”

But Roger Mason would have none of him. In therenshouted back.

“What's what? There aren’t any names for bits @freg and woodThat thing fits on that

thing, which’ll fit on that thing — perhaps. Lean® alone!”(p. 146)

Translation:

,CO pardd mate? Kusy kamene #eda nemaji jméncdrohle a tohle péitk sol# a to zas

k tamtomu. Dejte mi pokoj!*

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(There —transition (aren’t) —rheme (any names for bits of stone and wpod

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrase operates as a pastization which semantically defines what

types of names are meant.

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy)- complex NP (determineaify) + head tame$ + postmodification by
means of a prepositional phrager (bits of stone and wodd

178.Presently Jehan came up again, handed the plumlzaihdf line to the master builder,

then looked at Jocelin. There was that in his fabéech had to be met and knowlocelin

heard his voice crack in the high giggle as he usggh. 151)

Translation:

Za chvili se Jehan &pobjevil, vratil zavazi iSaru a podival se na Jocelina. V jeho &éji

bylo néco naléhavéhddékan si uedomil, Ze jeho vlastni hlas zni&gako kKecovité

uchichtnuti.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial followed by dmatinuous
postmodification
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FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (that) —diatheme(in his fac¢ —rest of

the rheme (which had to be met and known

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievakileat is cataphoric)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (headhat— carries the stress) + postmodification by a
relative adjectival clause)

final adverbial- context-dependent: partly retrievable, adverbigdlace, scene/setting

179.He looked at the curved pillars, and wondered rotimechurch until the silence and the
golden marks f feet drove him back to the ladddesclimbed them again, and the flimsier
ladders that were lashed among the octagons. Bedaei&new this time there was nothing to
be done but waithe went slowly and noted how even that madeda# krot (p. 154)
Translation:
ProtoZe tentokratédél, Ze nezbyva nic nedekat lezl pomalu a vSiml si, Ze i tak se mu
zrychluje tep.
Type of existential construction negative existential with initial adverbial
FSP pattern:
Diatheme (this timg —theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothing to be done
but waif
notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable
notional subject (form)-NP (head (nothing) + multiple postmodificationdayinfinitive to

be don¢ and a prepositional phradeu¢ wail) )
initial adverbial- context-dependent: entirely retrievable, scetig)

180.He found that though they could neither feel ner lsis angel they drew some comfort

from it; and that way, August came in and went ang the spire drew towards its end. They

needed the comfort of his angel, in those daysedime wind began to blow. There was one

August gale from the south west that set the spvagying like a masbut though the pillars

were bent, they did not breafp. 158)

Translation:

Od jihozapadu {i8la vichice, kterd ¥7 rozkyvala jako stoZapilite se vsak, i kdyz byly

prohnuté, nezlomily.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (one August galéom the south weshat

set the spire swaying like a mast

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievabiie Spireis a context-

dependent element)

notional subject (form)- complex NP (quantifielofie + premodification Augus} + head
(gale) + postmodification by a prepositional phraBert the south
wes} + postmodification by means of a relative adjesdtclause
(that set the spire swaying like a mast

181.He heard Anselm speak softly.

“Why shouldn’t he see him as he is?”

After that, there was a pausehile the crowd of them became smaller than thallest
children of the choir(p. 162)
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Translation:

Zaslechl Anselriv hias.

Prad by s nim nemohl mluvit tak, jak je?"

Pak nastalo ticha dav se zmensil tak, Ze byl mensSi nez nejmlge¥&zek sboru.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (After tha) — theme proper(therg —transition (wag —rheme (a pausé
notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy simple NP (determinea) + head ffaus¢)

initial adverbial-adverbial of time, context-dependent: entiretyiegable, scene/setting

182.“What did you mean about people being ‘built in"?

He held his head in his hands, shut his eyes amageavfrom side to side.
“I don’t know. There aren’t enough wordshe complications — (p. 167)
Translation:

.,Nevim. Chyl#ji mi slova Je to slozité — “

Type of existential construction negative bare existential

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (aren’t) —rheme (enough words
notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable
notional subject (form)- complex NP (quantifieefiough + head \fordg)

183.0nce he heard a crash and clatter from somewhemngrthe roofs of the deanery and

started up. After that, he lay flat no longer, bstened, propped on one elbow in the thick

darkness. He saw the spire fall a hundred timesardhit fall a hundred times until the gale

beat in his very head. He tried to doze but cowltitell which was sleeping and which waking

since both were the same nightmare. He tried taktbf other things, only to find that the

spire was so firmly based in his head there wahkingtelse to think ofp. 172)

Translation:

Zkusil myslet na jiné &ci, ale zjistil, Ze ma &z v hlaw zakotvenou tak pe¥nze na nic jiného

myslet nenize

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with modified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothing else to think pf

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (head6thing + modification by an adjective in
postposition €lsg + postmodification by an infinitivetd think oj)

184.When he saw the deserted altar before him thedeagled as they leapt and swung from
the main arch. He fumbled at the altar, then snattcthe silver box as if it contained nothing
but an ordinary nail. There came a smash from thélstransept, the crash and shatter of
stone from the north transept a boom and the icy skitfeglass (p. 175)

Translation:

V tu chvili se ozvala z limi lodi rana a padalo kamewidjinud bylo slySet praskot a ledove
triseni skla.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial

FSP pattern:
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Theme proper(Therg —transition (cameg —rheme (a smash—diatheme (from the south

transepj —rest of rheme(the crash and shatter of stgne

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determinea)+ head $§mash + specifying apposition

(the crash and shatter of stope

final adverbial- heterogeneous (dependent on the broader caftthe book: the whole story
takes place inside a cathedral, the modificasioathis a new element)

185.1n this uncountry there was blue sky and light,ssort and no sin(p. 178)

Translation:

V tomto nezemském kraji byla modra obloha a jashks a beztiSnost.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (In this uncountry— theme proper(therg —transition (wag —rheme (blue sky
and light, consent, and no 3in

Commentary:

The initial adverbial is worth commenting upon.

The passage preceding our extracted sentence enigagightmarish visions of Father
Jocelin, the main protagonist of the novel. Thelezas well aware that the plot of the passage
takes place in the mindscape of the protagonisiussa character featuring in the visions is
in reality dead. For the first time, however, th&ian is named in the existential construction
under examination. Interestingly, the reader aegu@r new piece of information, viz. the
poetic and unusual denotation of Jocelin’s visiges the reader perceives it as an entirely
context-dependent element because the notion iohwvigghtmare is extremely activated. But
there is a sparkle of something new being commumicaven in such a thematic element.
notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- compound NP (multiple subject comprising 4 eletadsky; light,
consentno sin)

initial adverbial- context-dependent: predominantly retrievableé émiirely as there is a
novel aspect in the way it is expressed), advedsiplace, scene/setting

186.“Oh no, Jocelin! | came because of you — becaud®uwf you are. You must believe it!”

“You worried about me? I, the provincial?”

“Your story is known in the country. In the worldnight say.”

“There’s a sense in which your body wouldorgive me — defile.it (p. 183)

Translation:

,V jistém smyslu by je vaSelb — promiite — znes#tilo.”

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a sense in which your body would defi)e it

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (formy) complex NP (determinea) + head ¢ensg + postmodification a
relative adjectival clausén(which your body would defile)jt

187.Hours later, when the fire was nothing but embbesspoke again.
“There’s a kinship among men who have sat by adfinre and measured the worth of their

life by it” (p. 187)
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Translation:

Lidé, ktei sedi u hasnouciho ofia neti tim hodnotu svého Zivota, jsourseni.

Type of existential construction existential with final adverbial, extended presd¢ion scale
FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a kinship —specification(among men who
have set by a dying fire and measured the wortheif life by i

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form} simple NP (determinea) + head Kinship)

final adverbial- heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable, dalaeof place, specification

188."[...] It was a winter’s evening, | remember, and by thiea,nave was darkling. Those
patriarchs up there glowed in the windows and #ieats below them; and at every altar in the
side aisles there were nests of the candles yowhat” (p. 192)

Translation:

Vzpominam si, ze to bylo v zémaveer a v chramu se stmivalo. Nadbai oken zhnuli
patriarchoveé a pod nimi svati; a v postrannichdbdidely u kazdého olté trsy svéek od

vas

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (at every altar in the side aisles theme proper(therg —transition (were —

rheme (nests of candles you had giyen

notional subject (contexy context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (headést$ + postmodification by prepositional phrase
(of candles you had givin

189.And immediately the plant was visible to him, & abfoliage and flowers and overripe,
bursting fruit. There was no tracing its complicats back to the root, no disentangling the
anguished faces that cried out from amongat he cried out himself, and then was silént
194)

Translation:

Jeji sloZitost se nedala vystopovat az kiekitm, ztrdpené obieje vyKikujici z jeji spleti
nebylo moZno vyprosti@a tak vykikl sim a pak nastalo ticho.

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with compound NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(tracing its
complications back to the rgot NegFocA(no) —rheme 2(disentangling the anguished faces
that cried out from among)it

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (formy- compound NP (multiple subject with 2 elementstracing no
disentangling

Note: the notional subject may be perceived as sippoal

190.“Help me!”

It was as if these words were a key. He felt thieakes him as Father Adam had been shaken.
The shaking hurt his back and his head; but it e@snected to an infinite sea of grief which
sent out an arm to fill him and overflowed libeyadit his eyes. He let them flow and ignored
them for the sea engaged him fully. Then thereamagher arm but this one was across his
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chest, the hand grasping his shoulder. Another haasl wiping his face gentlypp. 196 —

197)

Translation:

Ale bylo tu jeSt dalSi ramenpvlastreé cela paze. Sahala mieg prsa a ruka ho brala za loket.
Druha ruka mu jemnotirala obléej.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (Ther) —theme proper(there —transition (wa9 —rheme (another arny

“Thenis context-independent, but expresses mere baskdrmformation.” (Firbas 1992:64)
notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (premodificatiomothe) + head &rm))

initil adverbial— adverbial of time, setting

191.Anselm looked his way. There was a kind of storbae@ssment about hinand the

words went with then{p. 200)

Translation:

Anselm se divaligd sebe. Zdalo se, Ze kameni rozpaky; a jeho &lveergla tez.

Type of existential construction

FSP pattern: bare existential with modified NS

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a kind of stony embarrassmeaiiout

him)

Commentary:

The final prepositional phrasakiout him semantically completes the notionsbbny

embarrassmentn our view it acts as a postmodifying elemert @ns a part of the rhematic

section in the existential construction.

notional subject (context) heterogeneous

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + head Kind) + postmodification by a
prepositional phrase{ stony embarrassment further
postmodification gbout hin))

192.“Well. Forgive me, then.”

“Naturally | forgive you. | forgive you.”

“I beg you. No forgiveness for this or that, fordltandle or that insult. Forgive me for being
what | am.”

“l said so0.”

“Do you feel it Anselm? Tell me you feel it!”

There were steps going down the staimd after that, a long silencép. 203)
Translation:

SlySel, jak odchazi ddlpo schodech; a potom dlouhé ticho.

Type of existential construction

FSP pattern: bare existential with postmodified NS

Theme proper(Therg —transition (were —rheme (steps going down the stair
notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (form) complex NP (headtep3 + postmodification by participlegbing
down the stal)
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193.Feet went away and returned with more feet andoo&esto them, as before.

“Roger Mason. Roger Mason.”

At last there were woman'’s feet among the rest,thadiem of a red dres§he woman cried

out and talked busily; but her words were easygtwre as alwayqp. 207)

Translation:

Nakonec se mezi ostatnimi objevily Zenské nohyrackervenych Sdit

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials and discontirsisubject

FSP pattern:

193.Transition proper oriented element(At las) —theme proper (there —transition

(were —rheme 1(woman'’s fegt—diatheme (among the re3t-rheme 2(and the hem of a

red dres}

notional subject (contexy context-independent

notional subject (formy- compound NP (2 elements in the multiple ®tandthe hem

final adverbial-among the restadverbial of place, context-dependent: entiretyigvable,
scene/setting

194.“You and your net. You drove me too high.”

“l was driven too. | was in some net or other.”

He heard Roger sniffing into the bolster.

“Too high. Too high.”

All at once there was a clearness in Jocelin’s he#el saw exactly what could be done with
one bulk of the formless, the incommunicafpge 210)

Translation:

V Jocelino¥ hlaw se najednou rozjasnilo.

Type of existential construction existential with more adverbials (initial anddihn

FSP pattern:

Transition proper oriented element(All at oncg —theme proper (therg —transition (wag
—rheme (a clearnesk—diatheme (in Jocelin’s heayl

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form)- simple NP (determinea) + head ¢learnes))

final adverbial- adverbial of place, heterogeneous: predominaméirievable (Jocelin’s
character is highly activated because the sentereedracted out of a
passage where a dialogue between Father JoceliR@yet, the master
builder, is taking place)

195.“[...] That's why I must know what kind of creature she;ibacause if she knew, knew
what happened to her husband, even consentegéohiaps — there would be no horror as
deep- And of course a creature like that would haunt’n{p. 213)

Translation:

»A proto musim ¥dét, co byla z&; protoze jestli ¥déla, co se stalo s jejim muzem — jestli to
védéla a dokonce s tinteéba i souhlasila — pak je todza hfizouci a neni divu, Ze #pak
takova bytost strasSi!*

Type of existential construction negative bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper (therg —transition (would bg — NegFocA (no) —rheme (horror as deep
Commentary:
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The reader already knows that Raclsélejn our extract) haunts Father Jocelin as her death

affected him deeply. However, Roger, the mastddbuito whom Jocelin is speaking) is not

aware of what is happening in Jocelin’s mind; tm ttihe whole of the notional subject is

entirely new. Also, the notion dforror is not activated as it is brought back on the sdeng

after the last mention of it.

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (form)- complex NP (determineng) + head lforror) + postmodification by
a comparativegs deep

196.“Loo! Loo! Loo!”

He was flat on his face, he was looking at legsthedight from a doorway on the filth of the

gutter. Then there was a spreading siler(pe 215)

Translation:

Pak vSechno ponenéhlu utichlo.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (Ther) —theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (a spreading silenge

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea) + premodification gpreading + head
(silence)

initial adverbial- setting

197.He would speak wordlessly to himself above the body

Where was | then?

And always, the answer would come, wordlessly.

Nowhere.

There was a bitter stuff to drink, poppy perhapsiclv he thought sometimes, was what
allowed him to drift and swim so above the prondyb¢p. 217)

Translation:

Davali mu pit gco hakého, asi odvar z makovic, &kay si myslel, Ze prato mu umo#uje
se vznést a plout na8dleém, které leZi v posteli.

Type of existential construction bare existential with heavily postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (a bitter stuff to drinkpoppy perhaps,
which he thought sometimes, was what allowed hidnitband swim so above the prone
body)

notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ premodification l§itter) + head $tuff
+ postmodification by an infinitivet¢ drink) + apposition joppy
perhap$ + postmodification by a relative adjectival claughich
he thought sometimes, was what allowed him to anift swim so
above the prone bojly

198. Opening of a new paragraph:
Once there were candles, voices murmuring, andaieh of oil He floated above the unction
which had relevance to nothing but the leaden badg a gap camép. 219)
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Translation:

Pak jednou rozsvitili seky, slySel tlumené hlasy a pocitil dotek oleje.

Type of existential construction existential with initial adverbial

FSP pattern:

Diatheme (Once — theme proper(therg —transition (were —rheme (candles, voices
murmuring, and the touch of il

notional subject (context) context-independent: entirely irretrievable

notional subject (formy)- compound NP (multiple NS comprising of 3 elersecandles
voices touch of oi)

initil adverbial— setting

199 But a face came between him and the sunlightjhgadown, shaken, redrimmed as to

the eyes, the black hair fallen in snakes that bedsover him, the mouth flashing open and

shut._ There was a wilderness about her attackrtiede him indifferent to,isince he could

not follow it successivelyp. 220)

Translation:

Jeji vzruSeny utok ho nechaval Ihostejnym, watexdovolil rozeznat jednotlivosti.

Type of existential construction bare existential with postmodified NS

FSP pattern:

Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (wilderness about her attack that made

him indifferent to i

notional subject (contexy heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable

notional subject (formy- complex NP (determinea)+ head Wildernes$ + postmaodification
by a complex prepositional phrasd6ut her attack that made him
indifferent to i)

200.Suddenly he found he had to bite the air, bitetaold on. Hands were heaving him
upright so that his chest got air for a moment withhis trying. The panic went out of his
chest but beat about him.

(New paragraphThere were two eyes looking at him through the @dpi 222)
Translation:
V tom zmatku se nagpdivaly dw oci.
Type of existential construction bare existential with modified NS
FSP pattern:
Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (two eyes looking at him through the
panic
notional subject (context) heterogeneous: predominantly irretrievable
notional subject (form}- complex NP (quantifietWo) + head éye$ + postmodification by a

participle (ooking at him through the panic
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lIl.  Tables (200 instances quantified in 4 tables)

List of Abbreviations Used in Tables

P — positive sentence/clause

N — negative sentence/clause

| — interrogative sentence/clause

(c) — compound notional subject

pot — a case of potentiality

X — marks the fact that the targeted category apppb a particular example (used with
categories ‘context-independent subject’, ‘hetenegels subject’, ‘context-dependent

subject’)
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EXAMPLES

Bare Existential

Simple NS

Modified NS

Existential with Adverbial

Initial Position

Final Position

Medial Position (before the notional S)

More Adverbials

Final Element Indeterminate btw Mod and Adv

Heterogeneous Subject

Context-dependent Subject

1. there is now no smooth road into the fu

z

=3

pot.

2.0Otherwise there were no near relati .

z

3. There was a blank of insentier.

4. there was something better, something hi

P (c

X [X > [* [Context-independent S

5. The amazing, the profound, the unbelievable thrill there wasssionately talking to some re:
clever young man by the hour, resuming day after dasnforth:

pot.

6. and there was no chi.

7. Only there was something in their deep-mouthed slurring dditiiect, and the thresh-thresh of th
hob-nailed pit-boots as they trailed home in gangs on theadtsjpbm work that was  terrible and a it
mysterious

pot.

8. There had been no welcome home for the young squifestidties, no deputation, not even a si
flower.

9. There was no communication between Wragby Hall and Trealewsllage, non'.

pot.

10. But there was no touch, no actual cont

11. There was no other standa

12. There was no organic connection with the thought and esimreshat had gone befc.

XXX |X

13. As for Clifford’s writing, it's smart but there’s nothing ir.

pot.

14.what did her father mean by saying there was nothing in Clifondiiting

pot.

15. What else could there k

16. what there was in the moment was everyi.

17.these stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothin

pot.

18. Why should there be anything in then 7

pot.

19. ... there were always people in the hc.

20. There was silence for some mint

x

21. There were occasional spasms of Miche

ion drifted again to lo\

22. There was a gorgeous talk on Sunday evening, wh

23. But there was no game; no pheas:

N (c)

24.there were days when it all became utterly blank and nc.

25. There was nothing now but this empty treadmill of what Clifford calledntegrated life, the long
1living together of two people, who are in the habit of being irsémee house with one anot

26. There was the man to consider, and it was cur

27. there wasn’t a man in the world whose children you we

28. But don’t you think there is something special about

pot.

29. There might even be real men, in the next ¢

30. And there was a sparkle of yellow jasmine by the

31. Are there two key:

32 when there seemed to be no v

33. Oh, there’s not much difference in r

pot.

34.it's because there's no risil

35. there were two great groups of dogs wrangling for the bituiidgs

36. And Mrs. Bolton was carefully dressing him in evening clotieeshere were important busine
guests in the hou

37. And there was something so mute and forlorn in

pot.

38. Oh, if only there were other men to be with, to fight that spayldlectric Thing outside there,
preserve the tenderness of life, the tenderness of wontkthenatural riches of des

39. There was a curious warning pleading in his v .

pot.

40. There was a great relaying of the table, and the best aupgbt and the best teap

41. there was something about |

pot.

42, By the way, dear boy, is there any foundation to the rurfmirwe may entertain hopes of an he
\Wraghy 7

43. There was no mistakinc

x

44.0h, | felt, if it hadn’t been for the pit, an them as runs thetipitre had been no leaving

45. There was a pause

46. There's sure to be a bad nut in a baske

47.If only there aren’t more strike

48 Then there is no common humanity between L

pot.

49. There was half a moon shini

50. There was a touch of appeal in .

pot.

XXX X [X]|Xx

INumber

26

13

15

N
©

19
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EXAMPLES

Bare Existential

Simple Notional S
Modified Notional S

Existential with Adverbial

[Initial Position
Final Position

Medial Position (before the notional S)

More Adverbials

Final Element Indeterminate btw Mod and Adv

Context-independent S

Heterogeneous Subject

Context-dependent Subject

51. there was just the chance that any oddity thaght the eye of the pursuer might be the santéhtiu
caught the eye of the pursu

52. what proof is there that this has anything towdth them?

x [ X

53. there may well be wonderful universes abowshese reason is utterly unreasonak

pot.

x

54. there was no ultimate exit at all except thiodgs front door, which was guarded by Ivan ane
armoun

55. that is all there is on this lav

oz

56. There was again a siler

57. There was a silen

58. If there were a fashionable hotel in Londonckhio man could enter who was under six

59. There was a light immediately above the semikr arch of this openir

60. There never have been more than fifteen waateltss plac

61. and there were no more than fifteen to-r

62. there are the rococo excrescences — yoursdétass sa

o

63. There is the dead waiter, who was there wherohé not be ther

64. In the large entrance hall of the house theas ample room even for Sir Leopold and the remofk
his wrap:

65. there ran through it a rage of improvisationigthcame chiefly from Crook the clo

66. There were hollows and bowers at the extrerdeoéthat leafy garden, in which the laurels andes
Jimmortal shrubs showed against sapphire sky aneirsihoon, even in that midwinter, warm colours o
the sout|

67. “before there is a minute more of this nonsdnsest tell you something about myself as shasly
can.”

68. There was nobody th

x

69. there had been nobc

x

70. There is only one thing to be d

71. There must be somebody pretty nea

72. For many centuries there had never been a decethiiioGlengyle Cast

73.we have all seen at a glance that there was somgthiong about the last ei

el

pot.

74. There is only one reason | know of this being don

o

75.“There are three headless men,” “standing roundstbpen grav

pot.

76. There are further peculiarities about this houshjoli must be described to start with, not only
the reader may understand this tragic tale, bubdlgat he may realise what it was that the opemihthe
door reveale.

pot.

77.when there was some evil quite r

78. but there is something in the air of this p

pot.

79. there is a long seat there under the veranda, winerean smoke out of the re

80. There were twenty-three snipped papers,” resumesvBrunmoved, “and only twenty-two pie
snipped of

81. Here is Reed Island, if ever there was

82 “There isn't a good one,

83. “There was badness enough in the captain takinghait mone

pot.

84. 1 don't think there was much goodness in the prigigeng it

pot.

85. Was there another meaning in Saradine’s bldratiliancy and abruptnes:

pot.

86. there is no time for nonser

87. There is only this one car

0|0|Z|7| 0|02

88. The more he gave to silence Stephen the less ¢ of finally escaping Anton.

89. till there had even come a whisper of inse

90. Certainly there was something hardly human aboetdblonel’s wolfish pursuit of pleast

pot.

91. There was an unhappy silel

92. There are two men standing outside this shop,” veenthe blacksmith with ponderous lucidity, “g¢
tradesmen in Greenford whom you all know, whoswittar that they saw me from before midnight till
daybreak and long after in the committee-room afRevival Mission, which sits all night, we savelso
so fasi

93. | believe the force in that blow was just the fattoere is in earthquakes, and no force .

94.“I think there is something rather dangerous starglon these high places even to pr:

95. There are thousands of such curt, strenuous ladiéise offices of Londc

96. But who was there in those hardly inhabited flatsnurder anyboc ?

97. where there has been love there must soon be t

98. There was a pau

XX |IX [X

99. there is no doubt that he deliberately killed Heough her blindne:.

100 There was no human, perhaps no living, thing feride circle

INumber

26
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JEXAMPLES

Bare Existential

Simple Notional S

Modified Notional S

=

Existential with Adverbi

Initial Position

Final Position

Medial Position (before

the notional S)

Final Element Indeterm.

More Adverbials
btw Mod and Adv

Context-independent S

Heterogeneous Subject

Context-dependent S

101. There came a stronger gust of w

102. There was only one answer to a crisis of thignitade

x

103. There would have been a place in the Gestapbddad)

T|T|T

=}
(=]
Ind

104. But there was her only too visible sorrow, whibbwed she was a sinr

105. There was a tight and absurdly long coat toomaa canvas wideawake hat
an indeterminate beige; a massive ashplant, whichdtebought on his way to th
Cobb; and a voluminous rucksack, from which you niiglve shaken out an
already heavy array of hammers, wrappings, notebqukboxes, adzes, and
Jheaven knows what e .

P (c)

106. There was even a remote relationship with trek®family

107. There runs, between Lyme Regis and Axmouihilsix to the west, one of
strangest coastal landscapes in Southern Enc.

108. There had been Charles’s daffodils and jonquitsose perfume she n
linhaled

P (c)

109. There were two or three meadows round it, rundimgn the cliffe

110. Yet there had remained locally a feeling tWaire Commons was put
Jproperty

111. There is only one good definition of God: fleedom that allows oth
freedoms to exis

112. “There is a world of difference between what im@yccepted in London a
what is proper her

pot.

113. On one day there was a long excursion to Sithm

pot.

114. But there was something in that face, which @segkamined closely
Jprofile, that made him determine not tc.

pot.

115. There was first of all a very material disptdgerbitrate upol

116. Unfortunately there was now a duenna presents-Tvanter’s cool

117. There was a longer siler.

118. There was, too, something faintly dark abont,

pot.

119. There is a clever German doctor who has regelitided melancholia in
several type

120. There must have been something sexual inféaings’

pot.

121. “There is no reason why you should give metangt”

122. There was talk of marria¢

o|Z|—| T

123. And then too there was that strangely Egypiaality among the Victorian
Jthat claustophilia we see so clearly evidenced @irtanveloping, mummifying
clothes, their narrow-windowed and -corridored architere, their fear of the ope
and of the nake

124. “There are fruit. Though bitter

125. There was still deception in the flesh, or Etima, to be face

126. There were new curtains — and the car

P (c)

127. There was thunder in the offing, as in his t.

128. There was, curiously, some faint resemblan&atah in the fac

129. There are some men who are consoled by thehdt

130. there are women less attractive than their w

131. there are more attractiy

T|T|T

132. and the defence established that there had beee

133. there was something mysteriously religious abmm

pot.

XXX [X|X[|X

134. Yet there rose in him, and inextinguishablgesire to protec

135. There is talk in the town of committing yoamanstitutior

136. There was a distinct stir in his loi

pot.

137. There were brothels there, and dance-hallsgingbalaces

T|T|T

138. There was a faint mist, compounding the sciethiteospring verdure from t
|Park across the street and the old familiar s

139. There pressed on Charles more than the comuommarinstinct to preser
personal identity

140. there lay behind him all those years of thaugheculation, self-knowled:

141. Then there came out of nowhere Sarah’s

142. Was there some delicate way he could

143. There was n¢

144. There are two kinds of hangover

145. He began to wonder if there wasn’t somethindrizth Heep beginning
erupt on the surface of Sam’s personi

146. there was to be no duenna nonsense that ev

147. Then suddenly there was a little cascade dsdoam the fire

pot.

148. There were various small rustlii

149. There was no answer from Chai

pot.

150. There came to Charles then a sharp revulsinat-against her, but against 1
situatior

Number

28

10

16

21
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EXAMPLES

Bare Existential

Simple Notional S

Modified Notional S

Existential with Adverbial

Initial Position
Final Position

Medial Position (before the notional S)

More Adverbials

Final Element Indeterminate btw Mod and Adv

Context-independent S

Heterogeneous Subject

IContext-dependent Subject

151. There was a nearer sound that told — [...] - than were digging in earth and st

152. There was dust on his brown tunic, his crogeged legs, his old shot

153. There was a cloth on the pavement at his d@ethe scraped carefully at the lump of s

154. There is a place, [...], on the south sidéhefchoir, where the sun comes in, between son
bishop and the Provoste Char

155. “There was no need for you to sit tt

156. for already there was less dust in the

157. Now there was a grimness in the master buddenile

pot.

158. There are some women who are stronger thassgatd bars by their very ignorat

159. so that housewives hung what linen theretovasmsh before smouldering fires that dirt
more than they drie

160. For there had been no rain foraw

161. There was sinful pride in that, but also ldyand servic

162. There was a constant adzing going on in tleel slutside the north transept, and a cons
banging and thumping from the roof over the v

pot.

163. but there were other ways she could get tdhbast

164. There came a sharp scream from by the souwthpiléar

pot.

165. “But there comes a point when vision’s no nthen a child’s playing let's pretenc

x

166. Whenever there should be darkness and no hiating picture would come be

N (c)

167. But there was still a wide space left in thddie for the lifting of stone and wo

pot.

168. There was sunlight at last, flashing round

169. there are gallows everywh

170. There were astonishing days in December, wieohurch never knew the sun, when the
was like a caver

171. there'll be another ol

172. There's something | have tc

173. alone there would be nothing for it but to,aekd pry, and demand, without knowing whe
wantec

pot.

174. There was a kind of a childish security inkiog at the gan

175. there was help at ha

176. There was no clear way of explaining why #ae fvas so obvious in the master bui

177. There aren’t any names for bits of stone aodd

Z(Zz|T

178. There was that in his face which had to beandtknow

179. this time there was nothing to be done but

180. There was one August gale from the souththasset the spire swaying like a r

pot.

181. after that there was a pal

182. There aren’t enough wol

183. there was nothing else to thin}

184. There came a smash from the south transeptrésh and shatter of stc

185. In this uncountry there was blue sky and Jighhsent and no ¢

186. “There’s a sense in which your body wouldrgifiee me — defile

187. “There’s a kinship among men who have sat tyiag fire and measured the worth of their
by it.”

188. and at every altar in the side aisles thereewests of the candles you had g

189. There was no tracing its complications bacthtroot, no disentangling the anguished fi
that cried out from among

N (c)

190. Then there was another ¢

191. There was a kind of stony embarrassment afim

pot.

192. There were steps going down the

XXX |X

193. At last there were woman's feet among the aest the hem of a red dress

194. All at once there was a clearness in Joceliac

pot.

195. there would be no horror as di

196. Then there was a spreading sile

XXX [X

197. There was a bitter stuff to drink, poppy p@davhich he thought sometimes, was what all
him to drift and swim so above the prone t

198. Once there were candles, voices murmuring te@douch of o

199. There was a wilderness about her attack traterhim indifferent to

pot.

200. There were two eyes looking at him throughptiec

INumber

24

25

25
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lll.  Separates

a. Bare Existentials — Syntacticosemantic Aspects

SIMPLE NP (12)

6. and there waso child.

32. when there seemed to e wind

34. it's because there'so rising

45, There was pause

56. There was agaia silence

69. there had beenobody

81.Here is Reed Island, if ever there voame
98.There was pause

124 “There arefruit. Though bitter.”

132 and the defence established that there had hera

COMPOUND NP (8)

4. there wasomething bettersomething higher

8. There had beeno welcome homédor the young squireno festivities no deputation not even a
single flowet

23.But there wasio game no pheasants

80. There werdwenty-three snipped papetsesumed Brown unmoved, “and ortlyenty-two pieces

snipped off

105 There was a tight and absurdly long ct@timatch; acanvaswideawakehat of an indeterminate
beige; a massivashplant which he had bought on his way to the Cobb; andoluminous
rucksack from which you might have shaken out an alreaghwvit array of hammers, wrappings,
notebooks, pillboxes, adzes, and heaven knowseldeat

108 There had been Charlegiaffodils andjonquils, whose perfume she now inhaled,

126 There were newurtains — and thecarpets

189 There waso tracing its complications back to the roatp disentanglingthe anguished faces
that cried out from among it

COMPLEX NP (94)

* modification by prepositional phrase/phrases — (19)
3. There was a blank of insentience
13. As for Clifford’s writing, it's smart but thereisothing in it
14.what did her father mean by saying there was ngtlm Clifford’s writing?
17.these stories Sir Malcolm said there was nothing i
18. Why should there be anything in themmy should they last?
41.there was something about him
42. By the way, dear boy, is there any foundatiotiné rumour that we may entertain hopes of an heir
to Wragby?
71. There must be somebody pretty near her
78.but there is something in the air of this place
86.there is no time for nonsense
103 There would have been a place in the Gestapthe lady
112 “There is a world_of difference between what nii@yaccepted in London and what is proper
here

197



122 There was talk of marriage

149 There was no answer from Charles

175 there was help at hand

173 alone there would be nothing forbut to ask, and pry, and demand, without knowihatvhe
wanted

175. there was help at hand

177. There aren’'t any names for bits of stone and wood

191 There was a kind of stony embarrassnaaaut him

e modification by a clause — (9)
24. there were days when it all became utterly blamnét nothing
51. there was just the chance that any oddity thagba the eye of the pursuer might be the same that
had caught the eye of the pursued
52. what proof is there that this has anything tondth then?
121 “There is no reason why you should give me angthi
129 There are some men who are consoled by the Idda t
186 “There’s a sense in which your body woulforgive me — defile it
158 There are some women who are stronger than gatg$ars by their very ignorance
165 “But there comes a point when vision’s no mommth child’s playing let's pretent
172 There's something | have to do

* modification by adjective/adjectives — (6)
11. There was no othestandard.
15. What elsesould there be?
82.“There isn't a goodone,”
91.There was an unhappjience
117 There was a longesilence
148 There were variousmallrustlings

» quantifier + head — (5)
31. Are there twdkeys?
47. If only there aren’t morstrikes!
87.There is only this oneanoe
171 there’ll be_another one
182 There aren’'t enougtvords

* modification by a comparative (3)
131 there are more attractivisvomen]
130 there are women less attractitrean their wives
195 there would be no horror as deep

» modification by an infinitive — (2)
26. There was the man to considand it was curious,
159 so that housewives hung what linen there wagatshbefore smouldering fires that dirtied more
than they dried

* complementation by an object (2)
43, There was no mistaking it
44, Oh, | felt, if it hadn’t been for the pit, an theas runs the pit, there had been no leaving me
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* modification by apposition — (1)
10. But there was no toucho actual contact

« maodification by a participle (1)
192 There were steps going down the stair

* modification by combination of several postmodifyirgy means — (46)

0 adjective/quantifier and a prepositional phrase (18
1. there is now no smoothad into the future
12. There was no organimonnection with the thought and expression thdtd@ne before
21. There were occasionapasms of Michaelis
28.But don't you think there is something speaiabut hin?
35.there were twa@reatgroups_of dogs wrangling for the bitch goddess
40.There was a greatlaying_of the table
37.And there was something so mute and forlorher, compassion flamed in his bowels for her
73. there was something wromdpout the last earl
83.“There was badness enoughthe captain taking all that money
84.1 don't think there was mudlpodness in the prince giving it
85. Was there anotheneaning in Saradine’s blend of brilliancy and afitnes8
101 There came a stronggust_of wind
102 There was only onenswer to a crisis of this magnitude
106 There was even a rematdationship with the Drake family
120 There must have been something sexutieir feeling®
133 there was something mysteriously religiabsut them
144 There are twdinds_of hangover
176 There was no clearay of explaining why the fear was so obviousignrhaster builder

0 adjective and a clause (6)
22.There was a gorgeoualk on Sunday evening, when the conversatiotedrdgain to love
63. There is the deadaiter, who was there when he could not be there
119 There is a clever Germatoctor who has recently divided melancholia irdgesal types
142 Was there some delicateay he could ask?
143 There was nddelicate way he could ask]
151 There was a neareyound that told- [...] — that men were digging in earth and stone

0 adjective/quantifier and participle (6)
39. There was a curiousarning_pleading in his voice
49. There was haléd moon shining
75.“There are three headlessen,” “standing round this open grave
94.“| think there is something rather dangerostanding on these high places even to gray
138 There was a faint mist, compounding the sceth®fpring verdure from the Park across
the street and the old familiar soot.
200 There were tweyes looking at him through the panic

0 adjective/quantifier and an infinitive (3)
70. There is only on¢hing to be done
115 There was first of all a very materidispute to arbitrate upon

199



183 there was nothing elge think of

0 prepositional phrase and a clause (3)

7. Only there was something in their deep-mouthedistu of the dialect, and the thresh-thresh of
their hob-nailed pit-boots as they trailed home&angs on the asphalt from wattkat was terrible
and a bit mysterious.

178 There was that in his fagehich had to be met and known,

199 There was a wilderness about her atttttht made him indifferent to it

0 prepositional phrase and patrticiple (2)
5. The amazing, the profound, the unbelievable tthidre was in passionately talking to some really
clever young man by the hour, resuming day aftgrfdamonths
145 He began to wonder if there wasn’t something ridituyHeepbeginning to erupt on the surface of
Sam'’s personality

0 prepositional phrase and infinitive (1)
155 “There was no need for yda sit there

o other (7)

74.There is only oneeason | know dfor this being done

76. There are_furthempeculiarities_about this housghich must be described to start wittot only
that the reader may understand this tragic talet &lso that he may realise what it was that the
opening of the door revealed

88.The more he gave to silence Stephen theclemsce there was of finally escaping Antonelli

92. There are_twamen_standing outside this shbpent on the blacksmith with ponderous lucidity,
“good tradesmerin Greenford whom you all know, who will swearttti@ey saw me from before
midnight till daybreak and long after in the comemt-room of our Revival Mission, which sits all
night, we save souls so fast

111 There is only one godatkfinition of God: the freedom that allows othexefdoms to exist.

180 There was onAugustgale from the south wetttat set the spire swaying like a mast

197. There was a bittestuff to drink poppy perhapswhich he thought sometimes, was what allowed
him to drift and swim so above the prone body

200



b. Be + participle

Existential constructions with a participle following the head noun (13 instances)

Present participle

49. Therewashalf a moon shining

75. Thereare three headless men standirggind this open grave

92. Thereare two men standingutside this shop, good tradesmen in Greenfordmviou all
know, who will swear that they saw me from befaidnight till daybreak and long after in
the committee-room of our Revival Mission, whic¢h all night

109.Thereweretwo or three meadows roundritnning down the cliffs

138.Therewasa faint mist, compoundintpe scent of the spring verdure from the Park asro
the street and the old familiar soot

145.[...] if therewasn’tsomething of Uriah Heep beginnitg erupt on the surface of Sam’s
personality

162.Therewasa constant adzing going an the shed outside the north transept a
constant banging and thumpifrmm the roof over the vault

168.Therewassunlightat lastflashinground him

192 Thereweresteps goinglown the stair

198.0Oncetherewerecandles, voices murmuringnd the touch of oil

200Thereweretwo eyes lookingt him through the panic

94. [...]thereis something rather dangerogsandingon these high placessen to pray

Past participle:

167.But there was still a wide space laftthe middle for the lifting of stone and wood

201



C. Bare Existentials — FSP Structure

EETEERE) o9

3. Theme(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a blank of insentienge

4. Theme (there —transition (wag —rheme 1(something bett¢rrheme 2(something
higher)

5. Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme ([that] the amazing, the profound, the
unbelievable thrilin passionately talking to some really clever youman by the hour,
resuming day after day for monjhs

6. Theme (Therg —transition (wag —rheme proper (no) —rheme (child)

7. Transition proper oriented element(Only) —theme (therg —transition (wag —rheme
(somethingn their deep-mouthed slurring of the dialeghd the thresh-thresh of their hob-
nailed pit-boots as they trailed home in gangstandsphalt from worthat was terrible and
a bit mysterious

8. Theme proper (Therg —transition (had beeh—rheme 1(no welcome hom@r the young
squire —rheme 2 (no festivitiey—rheme 3(no deputatioh—rheme 4(not even a single
flower).

10. Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1 (touch) —NegFocA
(no) —rheme 2 (actual contagt

11.Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (otherstandard

12. Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (organic connectioj—
rheme proper (with the thought and expression that had gone legfor

13.Themeproper (Therg —transition (is) —rheme (nothingin it)

14. Themeproper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothingin Clifford’s writing)
17.Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (nothingin these storigs

21.Theme proper(Therg —transition (were) —rheme (occasional spasms of Michaglis
23.Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(nho) —rheme 1(gameg —NegFocA
(no) —rheme 2 proper (pheasants

24. Themeproper (therg —transition (were —rheme (day9 —rheme proper (when it all
became utterly blank and nothing

26.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (the man to considgr

32.Theme proper (therg —transition (seemed to he-rheme proper (no) —rheme —
(wind)

34.Theme proper (Therg —transition (is) —rheme proper (no) - rheme (rising)
35.Theme proper (therg —transition (werg —rheme (two great groups of dogs wrangling
for the bitch godde$s

37.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (somethinggo mute and forlorm
her)

39. Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a curious warning pleadingn his
Voice

40. Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a great relaying of the tabje
41.Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rheme (somethingabout him)

43.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (mistaking i}

44. Theme proper (there —transition (had beeh—rheme (no leaving mp
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45.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a pausg

47. Transition proper oriented elements(If only) — theme proper(there —transition
(aren’t) —rheme (more strike¥

49. Theme proper (Therg —transition (was shiningj—rheme (half a moon

51. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (just) — composite rhematic part
(the chance that any oddity that caught the eyb@pursuer might be the same that had
caught the eye of the pursged

57. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a silencg.

63. Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) +heme (the dead waiter, who was there when he
could not be thene

69. Theme proper(Therg —transition (had beeh-rheme (nobody

70. Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one thing to be done
73. Theme proper(therg —transition (wag —theme (something wrong about the last earl
74. Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one reason | know of
for this being done

75. Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (three headless men standiraynd
this open grave

76. Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (further peculiarities about this house,
which must be described to start With

78. Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (is) —rheme (something in the air of this place
80. Theme proper(Therg —transition (werg —rheme (twenty-three snipped papers and
only twenty-two pieces snipped)off ——

rheme 1
rheme 2

83. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (badness enough the captain taking
all that money

84.Theme proper(therg —transition (wag —rheme (much goodness the prince giving it
86. Theme proper(therg —transition (is) —rheme (no time for nonsene

87.Theme proper(therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (this one cande

88. Theme proper(there —transition (is) —rheme (the less chance of finally escaping
Antonellj

91. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (an unhappy silenge

92. Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (two men standing outside this shop,
good tradesmen in Greenford whom you all know, witiswear that they saw me from
before midnight till daybreak and long after in tt@mmittee-room of our Revival Mission,
which sits all nighk

94. Theme proper(therg —transition (is) —rheme (something rather dangerogsanding on
these high placesven to pray

98. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a pausg

99. Theme proper(therg —transition (is) — NegFocA(no) —rheme (doubt that he
deliberately killed her through her blindngss

101 Theme proper(Therg —transition (came —rheme (a stronger gust of wirjd
102.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (only) —rheme (one answer to a
crisis of this magnitude

103 Theme proper(Therg —transition (would have be@n-rheme (a place in the Gestapo
for the lady
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104. Transition proper oriented element(But) — theme proper(there — transition (wag —

rheme (her only too visible sorrow, which showed she wasae)

105 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a tight and absurdly long coat to

match; a canvas wideawake hat of an indeterminaigdy a massive ashplant, which he had

bought on his way to the Cobb; and a voluminougsack, from which you might have

shaken out an already heavy array of hammers, wresp notebooks, pillboxes, adzes, and

heaven knows what ejse

106. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (ever) —rheme (a remote

relationship with the Drake family

108 Theme proper(Therg —transition (had beeh—rheme (Charles’s daffodils and

jonquils, whose perfume she now inhaled

111 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (only) —rheme (one good definition

of God: the freedom that allows other freedomsxiste

112 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a world of difference between what

may be accepted in London and what is proper)here

115 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (first of all) —rheme (a very

material dispute to arbitrate upyn

117. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a longer silencg

119 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a clever German doctor who has

recently divided melancholia into several types

121 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —NegFocA(no) —rheme (reason why you

should give me anythifg

125 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —transition proper oriented element(still) —

rheme (deception in the flesh, or Ernestina, to be faced

126. Theme proper(Therg —transition (were — rheme(nq\ivY_c,urtains - and\t_rYl_e7 carpgts
rheme 1 rheme 2 129

Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (some men who are consoled by the idea

thatthere are women less attractive than their wjves

130. Theme proper(therg —transition (are) —rheme (women less attractive than their

wiveg

131 Theme proper(therg —transition (are) —rheme (more attractivgwomeny)

132 Theme proper(therg —transition (had beeh—rheme (nong

133 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (something mysteriously religious

about them

138 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a faint mist, compounding the scent

of the spring verdure from the Park across theedtesd the old familiar sopt

144. Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (two kinds of hangovgr

145 Transition proper oriented element(If) —theme proper(there — transition (wasn’) —

rheme (something of Uriah Heelpeginning to erupt on the surface of Sam’s perstyal

148 Theme proper(Therg —transition (were —rheme (various small rustlings

149.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA (no) —rheme (answer from

Charleg

151.Theme (Therg —transition (wa9 —rheme (a nearer sound that told that men were

digging in earth and stone

155.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (no need for you to sihere

158.Theme proper(Therg —transition (are) —rheme (some women who are stronger than

gates and bars by their very ignorafce
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159.Rheme(what liner) —theme proper (therg —transition (wag —rest of the rheme(to
wash

162.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme 1(a constant adzing going on in the
shed outside the north transgptrheme 2(and a constant banging and thumpiingm the
roof over the vaujt

163.Transition proper oriented element(But) — theme proper(there —transition (were) —
rheme (other ways she could get to her house

165. Transition proper oriented element(But) —theme proper (there —transition (come}
—rheme (a point when vision’s no more than a child’s playlet’s preten§l 166. Transition
proper oriented element(Whenever— theme proper(there —transition (should b —

rheme (darkness and no thought

171Theme proper (there —transition (will be) —rheme (another ong

172Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (something | have to glo

173Theme proper(Therg —transition (would b@ —rheme (nothingfor it but to ask, and
pry, and demand, without knowing what he wanted

175.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (helpat hand

176 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (clear way of
explaining why the fear was so obvious in the ndziéder)

177Theme proper(Therg —transition (aren’t) —rheme (any names for bits of stone and
woo0d

180.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (one August galéom the south west
that set the spire swaying like a mjast

182Theme proper(Therg —transition (aren’t) —rheme (enough words

183Theme proper (there —transition (wag —rheme (nothing else to think df

186.Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —rheme (a sense in which your body would
defile if)

189.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(tracing its
complications back to the rgot NegFocA(no) —rheme 2(disentangling the anguished faces
that cried out from among)it

191.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a kind of stony embarrassment
about him)

192Theme proper(Therg —transition (werée —rheme (steps going down the stait95.
Theme proper(therg —transition (would b — NegFocA(no) —rheme (horror as deep
197.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (a bitter stuff to drinkpoppy
perhaps, which he thought sometimes, was what atldvwm to drift and swim so above the
prone body

199 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (wilderness about her attack that
made him indifferent to)it

200Theme proper(Therg —transition (were —rheme (two eyes looking at him through the
panic

T~ Tr - R Questions/Interrogative sentences

15. Theme (there —transition (could b@ —rheme (What elsg
18.Theme proper (therg —transition (should bg¢ —rheme (Why anything in then
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31.Transition (Are) —theme proper (there —+heme (two key$

42. Transition (Is) —theme proper (there —rheme (any foundation to the rumour that we
may entertain hopes of an heir to Wrajby

52. Theme proper(therg —transition (is) —rheme (what prooj —rheme proper (that this
has anything to do with them?

85. Theme proper(therg —transition (Wag —rheme (another meaningn Saradine’s blend
of brilliancy and abruptnesg?

120.Theme proper(Therg —transition (must have begr- rheme (something sexuah

their feeling$?

142 Transition (Wa9 —theme (therg —rheme (some delicate way he could g&k

T(S)~TH R(V) 7
71 Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (must bg—rheme (somebody pretty near Her
81 Transition proper oriented elements(if even — theme proper(there —rheme (wag —
diatheme (ong
82. Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (isn’'t) —diatheme (a good ong
122 Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (wag —rheme (talk of marriagé
124. Theme proper(Therg —rheme proper (are) —rheme (fruit)
The Second Instance Level FSP
28.Theme proper (Therg —rheme proper (is) — diatheme (somethingspecial about him
Answer to a question

143 Theme(Therg —rheme (was noj
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d. Negative Bare Existentials

8. Theme proper (Therg —transition (had beeh—rheme 1(no welcome hom@r the young
squire —rheme 2 (no festivitie}—rheme 3(no deputatioh—rheme 4(not even a single
flower).

10. Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1 (touch) —NegFocA
(no) —rheme 2 (actual contadt

11.Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (otherstandard

12. Theme (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (organic connectioj—
rheme proper (with the thought and expression that had gone legfor

23.Theme proper (therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(gamg —NegFocA
(no) —rheme 2 proper (pheasants

43.Theme proper (Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (mistaking i}

99. Theme proper(therg —transition (is) — NegFocA(no) —rheme (doubt that he
deliberately killed her through her blindngss

121 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) — NegFocA(no) —rheme (reason why you
should give me anythifg

149.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA (no) —rheme (answer from
Charleg

155.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —rheme (no need for you to sihere

176 Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme (clear way of
explaining why the fear was so obvious in the nmdsiéder)

182Theme proper(Therg —transition (aren’t) —rheme (enough words

189.Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —NegFocA(no) —rheme 1(tracing its
complications back to the rgot NegFocA(no) —rheme 2(disentangling the anguished faces
that cried out from among)it

* negative determiner constitutes the rheme propeitaaontextual dependence of
the head
6. Theme (Therg —transition (wag —rheme proper (no) —rheme (child)

32.Theme proper (there —transition (seemed to He-rheme proper (no) —rheme —

(wind)

34.Theme proper (Therg —transition (is) —rheme proper (no) - rheme (rising)
44. Theme proper (there —transition (had beeh—rheme proper (no) —rheme (leaving

me)
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e. Focalizer

Focalizers occurring within our sample of 200 instaces of existential construction: 10
instances

Bare existentials: 9

51. Theme proper (Therg —transition (was —focalizer (il — composite rhematic part
(the chance that any oddity that caught the eyb@pursuer might be the same that had
caught the eye of the pursyed

70.Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer(') —rheme (one thing to be done
87.Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —focalizer ) —rheme (this one canoe

89. Transition proper oriented element(till) —theme proper (therg — transition (had)
focalizer (Bl@) — transition (com@ —rheme (a whisper of insanify

94. Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (something rather dangeroggsanding on

these high placellilgh to pray

rheme proper

102.Theme proper (Therg — transition (wag —focalizer (@il}) — rheme (one answer to a
crisis of this magnitude

106. Theme proper(Therg —transition (wag —focalizer (Eli@h — rheme (a remote
relationship with the Drake family

111 Theme proper(Therg —transition (is) —focalizer (@iilf) — rheme (one good definition
of God: the freedom that allows other freedomsxiste

115.Theme proper (Therg — transition (wag —focalizer (fiiSHomal) — rheme (a very
material dispute to arbitrate upyn

Existentials with adverbial: 1

29. Theme proper (Theré —transition proper (mighf) —focalizer (@@l —the rest of
transition (be) —rheme (real men —diatheme (in the next phage
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f. Questions — FSP Structure

Wh-Questions
15.What else could there b¢fare existential)
Theme (there —transition (could bg —rheme (What elsg
18.Why should there be anything in the(b@re existential)
Theme proper (therg —transition (should bg¢ —rheme (Why anything in thejn

52.what proof is there that this has anything to dthwihem?bare existential)
Theme proper (therg —transition (is) —rheme (what prooj —rheme proper (that this
has anything to do with them?

96.But who was there in those hardly inhabited flatsnurder anybody@existential with an
adverbial)
Transition proper oriented element(But) —rheme (who —transition (wag —theme
proper (therg —diatheme (in those hardly inhabited flats- rest of the rheme(to
murder anybody

Y/N Questions
31. Are there two keys(bare existential)
Transition (Are) —theme proper (there —rheme (two key}

42. is there any foundation to the rumour that we matertain hopes of an heir to Wragby?
(bare existential)
Transition (Is) —theme proper (there —rheme (any foundation to the rumour that we
may entertain hopes of an heir to Wrajby

85.Was there another meaning in Saradine’s blend itifdorcy and abruptness(bare
existential)
Theme proper(therg —transition (Wag —rheme (another meaningn Saradine’s blend
of brilliancy and abruptnesg?

Declarative Y/N Questions

120.There must have been something sexual in theinfg®l(bare existential)
Theme proper(Therg —transition (must have beénr-rheme (something sexuah
their feeling$ (bare existential)

Rhetorical Y/N Question

142.Was there some delicate way he could ask?

Transition (Wag9 —theme (therg —rheme (some delicate way he could g&Kbare
existential)
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g. Existential constructions with adverbial(s) 86
Initial position 14

2. OtherwisgTrPrO) there were no near relatives.

64. In the large entrance hall of the ho(Set) there was ample room even for Sir Leopold
and the removal of his wraps

67. “before(TrPrO) there is a minute more of this nonsensest tell you something about
myself as shortly as | can.”

89. 1ill (TrPrO) there had even come a whisper of insanity

90. Certainly(TrPrO) there was something hardly human aboutdhenel’s wolfish pursuit
of pleasure

97. where there has been Iq&#=t) there must soon be hatred

113. On one dagSet) there was a long excursion to Sidmouth;

179. this timgSet) there was nothing to be done but wait

181. after tha{Set) there was a pause

185. In this uncountrySet) there was blue sky and light, consent ansimo

188. at every altar in the side ais(&et) there were nests of the candles you hacdhgive

190. Then(Set) there was another arm

196. Then(Set) there was a spreading silence

198. OncdSet) there were candles, voices murmuring, aedduch of oil

Medial position 8

1. there is nowSet) no smooth road into the future

56. There was agaiirPrO) a silence

65. there ran through (Set) a rage of improvisation which came chiefbnfi Crook the

clown

107. There runs, between Lyme Regis and Axmoutim#ies to the wesiSet), one of the
strangest coastal landscapes in Southern England.

110. Yet there had remained localBet) a feeling that Ware Commons was public ptgpe

118. There was, to@rPrO), something faintly dark about him,

139. There pressed on Char{8&t) more than the common human instinct to pvese
personal identity;

140. there lay behind hiifBet) all those years of thought, speculatiorf;lsedwledge.

Final position 47

9. There was no communication between Wragby Htall Bevershall villagéSet), none.
16. what there was in the momé8pec) was everything.
20. There was silence for some minutgst).
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22. There was a gorgeous talk on Sunday evei@et), when the conversation drifted again to
love

25. There was nothing no@@et) but this empty treadmill of what Cliffordlieal the
integrated life, the long living together of twogme, who are in the habit of being in the
same house with one another

27. there wasn’t a man in the wor{&et) whose children you wanted

29. There might even be real men, in the next ptBst

30. And there was a sparkle of yellow jasmine leydbor(Set)

33. Oh, there’s not much difference in mgdet)

36. [And Mrs. Bolton was carefully dressing himewening clothes], for there were important
business guests in the hoSet)

38. Oh, if only there were other men to be withfight that sparkling electric Thing outside
there to preserve the tenderness of life, the tendsraewomen, and the natural riches of
desire(Spec)

46. There’s sure to be a bad nut in a baskéHat)

50. There was a touch of appeal in (eet).

53. there may well be wonderful universes abovéSes) where reason is utterly
unreasonable?

54. there was no ultimate exit at all except thtotias front door, which was guarded by Ivan
and the armourySpec)

55. that is all there is on this law8et).

58. If there were a fashionable hotel in Lond8et) which no man could enter who was under
six foot

59. There was a light immediately above the seguér arch of this openinGet)

61. and there were no more than fifteen to-n{§mtec)

62. there are the rococo excrescences — yoursédtes sayTrPrO)

66. There were hollows and bowers at the extrerdenéthat leafy garde(Set), in which the
laurels and other immortal shrubs showed agaimgitsee sky and silver moon, even in
that midwinter, warm colours of the south

68. There was nobody thef8et)

77. when there was some evil quite n&at)

79. there is a long seat there under the veré®df, where we can smoke out of the rain.

93. | believe the force in that blow was just thece there is in earthquaké&Spec), and no
force less.

95. There are thousands of such curt, strenuoissladthe offices of Londo(5et)

96. But who was there in those hardly inhabitetsfl8et) to murder anybody?

100. There was no human, perhaps no living, thimgfwide circlgSet)

109. There were two or three meadows roundiitning down the cliffs; (Set)

114. But there was something in that fé8et), which Charles examined closely in profile,

that made him determine not to go

135. There is talk in the tow®et) of committing you to an institution.

136. There was a distinct stir in his loif®pec).

137. There were brothels thef®et), and dance-halls and gin-palaces;

146. there was to be no duenna nonsense that gv&et).

152. There was dust on his brown tunic, his crassgad legs, his old shoéSpec).

153. There was a cloth on the pavement at hig(&s4), and he scraped carefully at the lump

of stone
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160. For there had been no rain for a wggec)

161. There was sinful pride in th@et), but also loyalty and service

164. There came a sharp scream from by the soughpiiar (Set)

168. There was sunlight at last, flashing round (Bet)

169. there are gallows everywhe8pec)

170. There were astonishing days in DecengBet), when the church never knew the sun,
when the nave was

174. There was a kind of a childish security inkiog at the gaméSet)

178. There was that in his fa¢®et) which had to be met and known

184. There came a smash from the south trarfSepy, the crash and shatter of stone

187. “There’s a kinship among men who have set thyireg fire and measured the worth of

their life by it (Spec).”

More adverbials

19. ... there were alwaydrPrO) people in the houg¢8et).

48. Then(TrPrO) there is no common humanity between ugSait)!

60. There nevefSpec) have been more than fifteen waiters afpilaise(Set)

72. For many centurig$et) there had never been a decent lord in Gler@gstle(Set)

116. UnfortunatelfTrPrO) there was no¢Set) a duenna present — Mrs Tranter’s cook.

123. And_ther(TrPrO) too(TrPrO) there was that strangely Egyptian qualityong

the VictoriangSet); that claustophilia we see so clearly eviéena their
enveloping, mummifying clothes, their narrow-windehand -corridored
architecture, their fear of the open and of theedlak

127. There was thunder in the offi(@et), as in his heafEpec).

128. There was, curious(ifrPrO), some faint resemblance to Sarah in tbe (f&et);

134. Yet there rose in higbet), and inextinguishablirrPrO), a desire to protect.

141. Then(Set) there came out of nowhd&et) Sarah’s face

147. Then(Set) suddenlyTrPrO) there was a little cascade of coals frhmftre.

150. There came to CharlESet) then(Set) a sharp revulsion — not against her, but

against the situation

154. There is a place, [or there was before youy}, @@ the south side of the ch@Bpec),

where the sun comes in, between some old bishophanrovoste Chanti{spec)

156. for(TrPrO)_alreadyTrPrO) there was less dust in the (&et)

157. Now(Set) there was a grimness in the master buildenite (Set)

167. But there was sti(lTrPrO) a wide space left in the middle for tHeérg of stone and

wood (Spec)
193. At last(TrPrO) there were woman’s feet among the {8st), and the hem of a red dress
194. All at oncgTrPrO) there was a clearness in Jocelin’s H{Sad)
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h. Extended Presentation Scale

I/ Final Adverbial

* after the head of NS

154. There is a place, [or there was before you}, @& the south side of the ch@Bpec),
where the sun comes in, between some old bishophen@rovoste ChantiBpec)

+ after the whole of NS

16. what there was in the momé8pec) was everything.

38. Oh, if only there were other men to be withfight that sparkling electric Thing outside
there to preserve the tenderness of life, the tendsrobwomen, and the natural riches of
desire(Spec)

54. there was no ultimate exit at all except thtothgs front door, which was guarded by lvan
and the armourySpec)

61. and there were no more than fifteen to-n{§mec)

93. | believe the force in that blow was just thece there is in earthquaké&pec), and no
force less.

136. There was a distinct stir in his loi{&pec).

152. There was dust on his brown tunic, his crassged legs, his old shoéSpec).

160. For there had been no rain for a wsgec)

169. there are gallows everywhe8pec)

187. “There’s a kinship. among men who have set thyiag fire and measured the worth of

their life by it (Spec).”

127. There was thunder in the offi(fget), as in his heafSpec).

147. Then(Set) suddenlyTrPrO) there was a little cascade of coals frbmftre (Spec).

167. But there was sti(lTrPrO) a wide space left in the middle for tHeérg of stone and

wood (Spec)

I/ Medial Adverbial

60. There nevefSpec) have been more than fifteen waiters afpiise(Set)
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i Other Verbs Than Be

Traktovat ve zvlaStnim oddile a na 2aweddilu uvést, zda maji z hlediska FSHaké
zvlastnostki jsou zcela analogickeé.

65. Theme proper(therg —transition (ran) —diatheme (through i) —rheme (a rage of
improvisation which came chiefly from Crook thewahp

89. Transition proper oriented element(till) —theme proper (therg — transition (had)
focalizer (ever) —transition (come —heme (a whisper of insanify

101.Theme proper(Therg —transition (came —rheme (a stronger gust of wird
107.Theme proper(Therg —transition (runs) — diatheme (between Lyme Regis and
Axmouth six miles to the wgstrheme (one of the strangest coastal landscapes in Southern

Englangd

110.Transition proper oriented element(Ye) —theme proper (therg — transition (had
remained — diatheme (locally) —rheme (a feeling that Ware Commons was public property

134.Theme proper(Therg —transition (rose —diatheme (in him) —transition proper
(and inextinguishably—rheme (a desire to protegt

139.Theme proper(Therg —transition (pressed oj— diatheme (Charleg —rheme (more
than the common human instinct to preserve persioeatity);

140.Theme proper (therg —transition (lay) — diatheme (behind him —rheme (all those
years of thought, speculation, self-knowlgdge

141.Transition proper oriented element(Ther) —theme proper(therg —transition (came
—diatheme (out of nowherg—rheme (Sarah’s facg

150.Theme proper(Therg —transition (came — diatheme (to Charles thep—rheme (a
sharp revulsioh

164.Theme proper(Therg —transition (came —rheme (a sharp screajn-diatheme (from
the south west pillgr

165. Transition proper oriented element(But) —theme proper (there —transition (come3
—rheme (a point when vision’s no more than a child’s playlet’s pretenjl

184.Theme proper(Therg —transition (camg —rheme (a crasl) — diatheme (from the
south transept
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