
The purpose of this paper is to introduce a contemporary art movement
often referred to as street art, post-graffiti or urban art. One of the components
of this thesis, besides differentiation from the graffiti movement and an
introduction of the most important artists and techniques, is an attempt to relate
subcultural theories and Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of social field to the
movement.
The primary sources used in this paper are Tristan Manco’s Street Logos and
Stencil Graffiti, Julia Reinecke’s Street-Art, Christian Hundertmark’s The Art of
the Rebellion, The Subcultures Reader edited by Sarah Thornton and Ken Gelder,
articles published in various magazines and newspapers and also interviews
with the artists and their discussions, which have been published on the
internet. The author of this paper was also successful in contacting two of the
artists via email.
Because of the nature of the subject, the methods applied in this paper are
mostly a description and understanding of the source materials, profiles of the
main artists and their techniques. In the theoretical part, the paper attempts to
apply relevant sociological theories to describe the dynamics of the processes in
the given subculture.
First, the paper defines the term street art followed by a brief introduction
of the graffiti movement to which street art is closely related. From the
introduction of the street art movement, its theoretical and practical
differentiation from graffiti emerges.The next part consists of an overview of
subcultural theories and Pierre Bourdieu's theory of social field, which are
applied to the street art subculture. The final section introduces the most used
techniques and the most known artists of this subculture.
The main contribution of the paper is considered to be the introduction and
summary of a contemporary, global phenomenon that has not yet been
elaborated on in Czech literature and that people living in the urban
environment encounter.


