
At the turn of 14th and 15th century, France and the Kingdom of Bohemia both faced very
similar situation: progressive failure of royal authority against the background of sublimity
and artistic prosperity in service of royal and aristocratic representation.
Regarding Bohemia, this period is adherent to the reign of Wenceslas IV. (1378-1419), the
son of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV. His dynasty was related with French kings,
during this period it was Charles VI. (1380-1422), called Charles the Mad.
The end of the 14th century was a time of insecurity and fear, especially when both of the
main powers, secular and spiritual, had been continually weakened. Western Christianity was
divided between two, and later even among three popes, residents in Rome, A vignon and Pisa
(since 1409). The main task for the kings was to end this situation and to deci de which of
these popes was the only one who had been legaly elected. This question was crucial for
France and the Holy Roman Empire and it was also the main difficulty in their mutual
political relations.
Each kingdom also had problems with their own political situation: in France the war with
England and subsequent civil war among the members of the royal family. In Bohemia it was
the relation with the Holy Roman Empire, because Wenceslas IV. inherited the title of the
Roman king after his father. The main failure of his reign however was the loss of the crown
ofthe Roman Empire in 1400.
This date should be also taken as a reference point, considering the art of this period is often
called "the art ofthe year 1400". It is an auxiliary term for the history of art, which classifies
this era as a height of medieval art. Also the term of "international style" is used because of
this multicultural exchange of artistic manners and ideas. Of course the word "international"
does not mean "uniform", because each country had its own traditions and ways of expressing
them. 


