Abstract

Transmission of memory: the Heritage Trail and Jeju Uprising

This thesis aims to shed light on the stories of individuals in transmitting memories using the
heritage trail as a medium. Thus, this thesis examines how the heritage trail works as memory
embodiment and, further, its role in transmitting memory. The research site, Jeju Island of the
Republic of Korea, was selected due to its little recognition as both cultural and natural heritage
concerning the history of Jeju Uprising. This event is called in different ways, including the
April 3rd Incident, Jeju Killings, Jeju Rebellion, and simply 4.3 (Sasam), representing the date
of the armed uprising in Jeju Island in 1943. The heritage trail of the Jeju Uprising called the
4.3 trail was examined empirically as a case study. Fieldwork was conducted from 22
September to 10 October 2020 in Jeju Island. The data was collected from interviews and
participant observation and then narratively analyzed. There are polysemic memories and
narratives within the same discourse because the names of calling the Uprising vary from
context to context. The memory workers were interviewed, and the practice of walking as a
component of the trail was studied to examine multiple dimensions of the memories
surrounding the trail. Finally, this thesis concludes that in the heritage trail where memory
workers are employed and walking is practiced, walkers’ experience becomes more mature and
diverse through cultural, narrative and communicative memories.
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