
Abstract 

Democracy cannot exist without active and responsive citizens. However, the character of 

political participation of the young generation has changed. Given the decreasing willingness 

of young people to participate in conventional politics, a highly relevant issue is to examine 

the sources and motivations of their political commitment and relations to politics. Therefore, 

the dissertation traces the political trajectories of young Czech and German activists and 

focuses on the contextual and sociopsychological factors that shape them. The aim of the text 

is to answer the main research question: ‘How and why do Czech and German university 

students get involved in political and civic organisations?’ 

Firstly, the thesis examines the role of primary and secondary political socialisation in 

different societal contexts. It provides an understanding of the key mechanisms and narratives 

of family political socialisation. Attention is also paid to the influence of civic education, 

peers and teachers at secondary and grammar schools, as well as to the impact of the 

university environment on political activism. Secondly, the thesis explores the range of 

motivations for organisational membership and recruitment procedures, as well as the variable 

ways of how youth relate to politics. The dissertation also focuses on the reasons for 

refraining from membership of political organisations. 

The dissertation draws upon a unique dataset of 60 semi-structured interviews with 

university students who are active or inactive in political and civic organisations. Interviews 

were conducted in six universities in the new and old German federal states and in the Czech 

Republic. The method of applied thematic analysis, through a qualitative software Atlas.ti, 

was used.  

The thesis identified influence as a core factor of political socialisation and offered an 

original classification of the modes of influence. In this regard, special attention was paid to 

political efficacy. Internal efficacy especially, which is the citizen´s conviction that he/she is 

able to influence the political process, was identified as the core in forming political 

commitment among the young generation. Another contribution was the original typology of 

political narratives and its connection to the mechanisms of socialisation. The dissertation also 

elaborated the classical typologies of political motivation, and refraining from membership 

enriched them with new categories and offered my own typology of paths to activism. These 

outcomes have practical implications, for instance, for the recruitment of new party members 

and for civic education policy. 
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