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10. APPENDICES  
 

10.1. Development of party membership in the Czech 

Republic and Germany 
 
Table 10: Development of party membership in the Czech Republic and Germany 
between 1993 and 2013 

Year Czech Republic Germany 

1993 438 802 2 051 476 

1994 340 514 2 005 553 

1995 337 151 1 940 421 

1996 318 651 1 887 633 

1997 303 851 1 847 065 

1998 301 339 1 842 969 

1999 298 110 1 823 180 

2000 282 001 1 768 237 

2001 271 352 1 723 676 

2002 254 741 1 681 263 

2003 200 319 1621216 

2004 233 455 1 558 530 

2005 181 269 1 533 461 

2006 180 060 1 480 389 

2007 175 529 1 450 890 

2008 136 204 1 425 467 

2009 166 949 1 426 859 

2010 163 749 1 390 647 

2011 158 055 1 358 777 

2012 147 644 1 334 276 

2013 139 261 1 334 620 
 Source: created by Prokschová based on data from MAPP Project Data Archive (Linek 2014; Spier 2014)  
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Figure 9: Decline in membership of selected German political parties 

 
Source: created by Prokschová based on data from MAPP Project Data Archive (Spier 2014) 

 
Figure 10: Decline in membership of selected Czech political parties 

 
Source: created by Prokschová based on data from MAPP Project Data Archive (Linek 2014) 
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10.2. Request for interview98 
 

Dear …99, 

 

I am writing to ask you if you would be prepared to take part in an interview about your 

political activities, attitudes and public engagement in …100 for the purpose of my doctoral 

thesis.  

My name is Daniela Prokschová and I am a PhD candidate in sociology at the 

Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University and a graduate student at the 

Department of Political Sociology at the Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of 

Sciences.  

My PhD thesis is called Contextualizing Student Political Participation: Comparison of 

the Czech Republic and East and West Germany. The aim of the thesis is to describe, 

compare, and contextualize the sources of political motivations, and the paths to 

organisational membership of selected Czech and German university students. 

For the empirical part of my thesis, I would like to conduct interviews with Czech and 

German students active in political or civic organisations. That is why I would like speak to 

you about membership in your organisation, and your political activities and interests.  

I can assure you that all the data will be processed for academic purposes only, and you 

will be able to give permission of whether the interview can be cited with your name and 

affiliation or will be in an anonymous form. The interview is qualitative and will be in the 

form of a structured discussion, which will take approximately 40-60 minutes.  

 

I would be very grateful if you would be prepared to take part in this interview.  

Thank you in advance for considering your participation in the interview. 

 

Best regards, 

Daniela Prokschová 

daniela.prokschova@gmail.com 

  

                                                           
98 This is an example of my request for an interview with an organisationally active student. Each request was 
personalised for each student. 
99 The name of the student. 
100 The name of the organisation. 
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10.3. Informed consent form 
 

Name of the interviewee: ……………………….. 

Date of the interview: …………………………... 

 

I gave an interview to Mgr. Daniela Prokschová101 for her PhD research entitled 

Contextualizing Student Political Participation: Comparison of the Czech Republic and East 

and West Germany. 

The aim of the thesis is to describe, compare, and contextualize the sources of political 

motivations and paths to organisational membership of selected Czech and German university 

students. 

This interview can be used for the purposes of analysis within the PhD research and can 

be cited in publications or public presentations of the research results*:  

(1)  with my first name and affiliation 

(2)  in an anonymous form 

 

Archived and used for the purposes of other research and other researchers:  

(1) with my first name and affiliation 

(2)  in an anonymous form 

(3) used only by the researcher named in this form 

 

Interviewee´s signature 

…………………………… 

 
* Please select one option. 

 

  

                                                           
101 A PhD candidate in sociology at the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University, Prague 
and a graduate student at the Department of Political Sociology at the Institute of Sociology of the Czech 
Academy of Sciences. 
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10.4. Guideline for a research interview102 
 

Paths to activism and triggering moments 

(1) How long have you been interested and why did you become interested in politics? 

(2) What or who influenced your paths to political or civic activism? 

(3) When and why did you enter your current organisation? 

(4) Could you describe how you joined your organisation? Was it an easy process, or 

were there any obstacles? 

(5) Have you changed your political opinions during your life? If yes, please describe to 

me how? 

 

Primary and secondary political socialisation 

(6) Are your family members or friends interested in politics? 

(7) Have any of your family or friends been politically active? If yes, please describe to 

me how? 

(8) Do you discuss politics at home, with friends, or at university? Do you agree on 

political issues? Is important for you to have the same opinions as your discussion 

partners? 

(9) How do your family and friends perceive your political activism? Do they support 

you or, vice versa, discourage you? 

(10) Did you politically influence anyone from your family, friends, or your 

acquaintances? If yes, please describe to me how? 

(11) Did your secondary or grammar school environment (such as teachers, schoolmates, 

civic education lessons) influence your political interests and paths to activism? If 

yes, please describe to me how?  

(12) Which role do university and your field of study play in your political activities?  

 

Organisational membership 

(13) Are you satisfied with your political or civic group? Why/why not? Do you want to 

change anything in your organisation? 

(14) What are the advantages and disadvantages of your engagement?  

                                                           
102 This is an example of my guidelines for an interview with an organisationally active student. The questions 
were personalised for each student according to the character of his/her organisational membership. 
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(15) Could you tell me about your recent activities inside and beyond your organisation? 

What has been your biggest political success, or failure? 

(16) How much time do you devote to politics per week or per month?   

(17) Is it easy for you to be organisationally active or do you face any obstacles for your 

engagement? Do you speak about your activities in your family circle, among your 

friends, or at university?  

(18) Have you ever been a member of a different organisation/s? 

(19) What are your future plans? Do you want to continue in your activism? If yes, please 

describe to me how? 

 

Conceptualisation of politics and citizenship 

(20) What do you think of when I say the words: politics, and political engagement?  

(21) What does your engagement mean to you? 

(22) What should people do to be good citizens? Do you think that there are any 

obligations or responsibilities of good citizenship? 

 

Are there other important aspects of your public engagement that have not been mentioned 

yet?  

 
Information about the interviewees 

(23) How would you describe your political orientation? 

(24) How old are you? 

(25) What are you studying? What is your level of education (BA, MA, and PhD)? 

(26) Where do you come from? 

(27) What are your parents’ occupations? 
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10.5. Information about the interviewees 

Table 11: Information about the interviewees 

No. Country City Pseudonym Sex Age Type of 
organisation Organisation Political 

orientation103 
Intensity of 
engagement Field of study 

1 West 
Germany Cologne Maria F 26 old Christian 

democratic 
conservative-

right high social sciences, 
law 

2 West 
Germany Cologne Florian M 28 old liberal party liberal-right medium social sciences 

3 West 
Germany Cologne Alexander M 24 both Green Party 

and activism 
left-liberal, 

environmental high social sciences 

4 West 
Germany Cologne Norbert M 27 old social 

democratic centre-left low humanities 

5 West 
Germany Cologne Christoph M 22 none 

none (former 
Green Party 

member)  
green low social sciences, 

law 

6 West 
Germany Cologne Gitta F 21 new green 

initiative green-left high social sciences 

                                                           
103 In the category of political orientation, I used descriptions of my communication partners of their own political profiling. 
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7 West 
Germany Cologne Lena F 26 old trade unions communist, 

socialist high foreign 
languages 

8 West 
Germany Cologne Finn M 27 old communist left-liberalism high social sciences 

9 West 
Germany Cologne Aaron M 19 both NGOs, trade 

unions far-left medium social sciences 

10 West 
Germany Cologne Sebastian M 24 new green 

initiatives 
green, 

communitarian high social sciences, 
economics 

11 West 
Germany Mannheim Elias M 22 old Christian 

democratic 
conservative-

right medium informatics 

12 West 
Germany Mannheim Jonas M 20 old Christian 

democratic 
conservative-

right high business, 
informatics 

13 West 
Germany Mannheim Ingrid F 21 none non-active left-green none social sciences 

14 West 
Germany Mannheim Kristin F 25 none non-active left-green none social sciences 

15 West 
Germany Mannheim Katharina F 28 none non-active not fixed none social sciences 
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16 West 
Germany Mannheim Jens M 26 none non-active centre-left none social sciences 

17 West 
Germany Mannheim Thomas M 22 none non-active not fixed, left-

green none social sciences 

18 West 
Germany Mannheim Liam M 23 none non-active left-libertarian none social sciences 

19 West 
Germany Mannheim Johann M 29 none non-active left none humanities 

20 West 
Germany Mannheim Heidi F 24 new university 

politics far-left, green low natural sciences 

21 East 
Germany Jena Lukas M 23 new 

university 
politics, 
activist 

anarchist, green medium social sciences 

22 East 
Germany Jena Elisabeth F 26 new NGO left-green low 

social science, 
foreign 

languages 

23 East 
Germany Jena Otto M 26 both social 

democratic centre-left medium law, economics 

24 East 
Germany Jena Erica F 23 old Christian 

democratic liberal high medicine 
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25 East 
Germany Jena Laura F 27 new NGOs left-green medium foreign 

languages 

26 East 
Germany Jena Elke F 22 new catholic NGO left, centrist, 

liberal medium medicine 

27 East 
Germany Jena Oliver M 22 new catholic NGO centre-right medium natural sciences 

28 East 
Germany Jena Albert M 19 new university 

politics liberal-green low social sciences 

29 East 
Germany Jena Theo M 19 old Christian 

democratic centre-right medium social sciences 

30 
East 

Jena Anne-Marie F 25 new NGO left-green medium humanities 
Germany 

31 Czech 
Republic Prague Pavel M 20 both 

social 
democratic, 

green 
left-green high technical field 

32 Czech 
Republic Prague Tadeáš M 23 new liberal liberal-

conservative high social sciences 

33 Czech 
Republic Prague Eva F 30 new environmental liberal-green high social sciences 

34 Czech 
Republic Prague Iva F 24 new 

social 
democratic, 

feminist, 
NGOs 

social-
democratic high social sciences 
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35 Czech 
Republic Prague Milan M 24 old liberal-

conservative 
liberal-

conservative medium economics 

36 Czech 
Republic Prague Matěj M 19 old 

liberal-
conservative, 
conservative 

activist 

centre-right high humanities 

37 Czech 
Republic Prague Radek M 26 old social 

democratic left medium social sciences, 
law 

38 Czech 
Republic Prague Ondřej M 26 both social 

democratic far-left high pedagogy 

39 Czech 
Republic Prague Kryštof M 26 new anarchist 

New Left, 
anarchist, 

radical 
democracy 

high social sciences, 
humanities 

40 Czech 
Republic Prague Václav M 20 old Christian 

democratic 
conservative-

right high social sciences, 
humanities 

41 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Alma F 30 new university 

politics liberal-green medium social work 

42 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Přemysl M 22 none non-active liberal, centrist none social sciences 
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43 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Eliška F 26 old social 

democratic left high pedagogy 

44 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Patrik M 29 new NGOs left low social work 

45 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Lukáš M 29 both 

social 
democratic, 
local NGO 

Old Left high humanities 

46 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Veronika F 24 new local NGO New Left medium humanities 

47 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Josef M 30 old liberal-

conservative 
liberal-

conservative low economics 

48 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Linda F 30 old communist far-left medium humanities 

49 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Šimon M 23 old liberal-

conservative 
liberal-

conservative high social work 

50 Czech 
Republic Ostrava Roman M 26 none 

supporter of 
anti-Muslim 

group 
centrist none 

foreign 
languages, 

history 

51 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Lenka F 26 old social 

democratic centre-left high social sciences 

52 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Ladislav M 24 both local politics centre-right medium social sciences 
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53 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Marek M 24 old Christian 

democratic centre-right low political 
sciences 

54 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Dominika F 25 new catholic NGO centrist high social work 

55 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Věra F 23 none non-active 

negative 
attitudes to 

politics 
none humanities 

56 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Aneta F 21 new 

local politics, 
pro-refugees, 

green 
liberal left medium humanities 

57 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Ivana F 21 none non-active non-interested, 

political apathy none social sciences 

58 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Arnošt M 22 none 

former 
member of the 

libertarian 
party 

centre-right, 
libertarian none social sciences 

59 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Karel M 21 none non-active 

negative 
attitudes to 

politics 
none social sciences 

60 Czech 
Republic Olomouc Michal M 23 none non-active not fixed, 

alienated none social sciences 

Source: created by Prokschová  
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10.6. Example of verbatim interview transcription 
 

Verbatim transcription of an interview with Gitta, a 21-year-old student at the University of 

Cologne and environmental youth organisation member and activist. The interview took place 

on 23rd June, 2013 in Mannheim, Germany and was one of the first interviews I completed 

for use in my dissertation. To limit space, redundant parts have not been included, and this 

information has been marked in the transcription.  

 
D - Daniela (interviewer) 

G - Gitta (interviewee) 

 

D: My first question is why are you interested in politics? Is there a reason? 

G: Yes, because when I was at school I already really did not like this idea that everything 

was focused on achievement and output, and for me it was always personal, this comparison 

and the competitive reactions of others, and I always thought about the psychological way and 

philosophical way, and in the beginning I never thought about politics, but when I became 

older I realised that this was a kind of realisation of such questions, so I started to be 

interested in politics. 

D: And how long have you been interested? 

G: Maybe since 19 or 20. It was a slow process so I don´t know the exact age.  

D: And was it connected with your start at university? 

G: No, it was more connected with the start of my voluntary work in an institution where 

children live without their parents… you know, who do not have parents any more. And I 

started… the whole pressure from school was gone, it was not about the results, it was about 

personal growth and I started to reflect more on such things. 

D: And was it during your grammar school or at university? 

G: No, it was between my last exams at school and the start of university. 

D: And what about your family, was anyone politically active, like your parents, 

grandparents? 

G: No one and we did not speak much about politics, but I had very long and intensive 

discussions with my mother about philosophical questions, so maybe in an indirect way. 

D: And these philosophical questions you mentioned, were they somehow connected to the 

political stuff? 
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G: I think that you can connect every philosophical question to politics, it was like more 

about, what do I think about the nature of human beings, what do I want and I realised that 

this competiveness never leads to an appreciation of human beings, and this was maybe the 

point… We talked about freedom and these questions.   

D: Were there political activities in your family or any particular interest? 

G: Interest, of course, but not engagement, no political work in parties, organisations.  

D: Do you have the same political opinions as your parents or siblings?  

G: I am quite close to my mother in my opinions, but they are not the same and with my 

father not really. I can understand his point somehow because when he grew up it was just 

after the Second World War, and I think for him it´s [competitiveness] something very good, 

important, but for me it´s something which has to be seen very critically so we are not of the 

same opinion. 

D: So, your dad is more conservative or on the right? 

G: That´s something I would not say because he, for example, on the gender question is 

absolutely not conservative as he works at home… <thinking and speaking German> so I 

would not say that my father is more or right-wing but sometimes he is more in a liberal 

direction. 

D: Now, can we speak about membership in your organisation. How long have you been a 

member? 

G: Eight and half months. 

D: So, you are quite new there. 

G: Yeah, very new. 

D: And why did you join ***104 [her organisation]? 

G: It wasn´t intentional. At this time, I was thinking about organisations like Greenpeace, but 

it was not exactly the right thing and during my first week at university I met someone who 

was in *** [her organisation], but I did not know about it… He told me that he was in a group 

which was very critical of capitalism and racism and they discussed gender questions and 

stuff like that and that combination was very interesting for me. And when he told me that 

they are independent in the party, it was very appealing to me because I didn’t want to work 

for a political party. 

D: And what about your membership in other organisations? You talked about that voluntary 

work but something else... 

                                                           
104 The name of her organisation was deleted for the reason of anonymisation. 
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G: Not in the organisation but I work at… <pause to consider> I work with children who have 

problems with school and who have a migration background, and it´s for me also political 

work, but not in a political organisation, but it´s for me <pause to consider> … I think it´s the 

most political work I do because you can realise there a lot. And I am in a working team of 

critical psychologists; we sometimes have long debates in our team. And this is also political 

work for me so. 

D: Do you study psychology?   

G: Yes.  

D: Can we say that some of your friends recruited you to your organisation?  

G: They were not a friend at that time, but yes, we can say this. 

D: Then you went to the first meeting and you decided to stay? 

G: Yeah. 

… 

Daniela and Gitta are speaking about the cooperation of her organisation with other 

participants and about the organisational funding. 

… 

D: Do you have any favourite politicians, you know, a political idol?  

G: I do not have a favourite politician, I don´t think it´s important to have a favourite 

politician because I mean I would be glad if there were parties which were totally good 

[fitting] to my opinions and if I elected them they would realise my ideas… Yes, I think it´s 

important to have a political opinion, to develop your opinions, but I do not think it´s really 

important to have a favourite politician. 

D: Are you member of the Green Party as well?  

G: No.  

D: And do you want to be?  

G: No.   

D: So, what about the activities of your organisation during the last year? 

G: (---)105 <pause to consider> Yes, there were different things at the beginning [of the year], 

there was an election campaign, so we did a lot for this. Then we participated in many things 

like the foundation of a campus garden with some vegetables or something like that… You 

know, like the idea of urban gardening. We supported many campaigns like the Blocupy 

campaign, we took part in demonstrations and then there was something at university 

                                                           
105 The recording of the interview was poor at this point, and it was not possible to understand what was said.  
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like…<long pause to consider> ehm like minus points. You know, this is a very restricted 

thing for students, if you fail in some of the exams, then you can be exmatriculated. So, we 

attempted to abolish these minus points and this was very successful. 

…  

Gitta and Daniela are speaking in detail about the system of minus points. Furthermore, they 

speak about the practical aspects of Gitta´s organisation such as the number of members, 

frequency of meetings and the decision-making process. 

…  

D: What does membership in your organisation mean to you? I mean the advantages 

or disadvantages. 

G: I can start with the advantages. I think, <pause to consider> … I think that I see much 

more inside, you know, because [for example] about gender questions and stuff like that I 

would not have been so involved and I really changed my opinions on those questions 

because I am just more informed. I think that it is really good to hear more different opinions 

because in *** [her organisation] there are many people who are very close to my opinion but 

not the same. And you learn to defend your point of view and it´s very good… If you are 

really inside the group and there are many opinions, you can see the difference and you can 

really develop your thoughts.  

D: So what are your opinions on gender issues, for example? 

G: When I started in *** [her organisation], I did not feel discriminated against for being a 

woman, not at all, not a bit <smiling>. For example, I don´t know if it´s in your language too 

but there are always two forms for women and men, for example, der Schüler and die 

Schülerin. 

D: Yes, we have it too. 

G: But there was [mainly used] only the world der Schüler. [Before] I did feel discriminated 

against, you know, I am female and I can go to school and now I am studying at university so 

why feel discriminated against? But then I realised that it is the same when you say the words 

a scientist or an academic. I would never think of women like that and I realised that it is 

really hard because we have totally internalized bad [images and understanding] of 

women. You know, there is a really bad kind of sensibility for language and what is behind 

that. I have read a lot of texts for my studies and when I read the word scientist I 

automatically thought that he was a man.  

D: So, do you think that apart from the language in Germany, there is discrimination? I mean 

if the gender issue is a big problem?  
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G: I think, it´s always a big problem but I think it has two sides. On one side you have 

enough… ehm <looking for the right words> places at university for women, so there are not 

only the men there. But the other side, which is more important for me, women have to 

change their minds. They have to see that it is not just about the chance to study, but also to 

work [in their field of study]… For me it´s always about the decision to have a family or 

work, why is this decision always on women, why not on men? <speaking loudly> It´s the 

same, they both have to decide. That´s something we should change in our minds and 

something we have to work on. I think that there are still jobs where women are paid less than 

men and so I think this is a problem. Yes, it is <resolutely>. 

D: Do you think that women´s perception of politics is different than men´s? Do they act 

differently in politics, like have another political style?  

G: Yes, of course. I think it´s really a problem. We talk openly about this in psychology, 

because I think that the expectations are still very (---)106 typical. <thinking> You know, 

women don´t give their opinion in a very strong way and they always to find some kind of 

balance in the discussions. I think that this can be positive, on the one hand, but restrict 

developing their thoughts, on the other. 

…. 

Daniela and Gitta are speaking further about feminism, women in politics as well as about 

quotas for women in general and in Gitta´s organisation. 

…. 

D: Now, we can leave the topic of women in politics and focus on your political engagement 

and future plans. So, how did you personally engage in politics last year, in your organisation 

or in any other way?  

G: Last year was more about organisational tasks, but it´s good for me to get into the 

processes. When I started, there was an election campaign and I worked on it and then I 

worked in the campus garden. You know, this is also political for me and as I said before, 

politics is also the work with children, because… <looking for the right words> you know, 

this is about integration and I think that integration is very important in Germany. This is 

like ehm… that we can change something and it´s not so much about the organisation, it´s an 

indirect way of politics and this is for me very important <convincingly>.  

D: Do you think that politics is also very important for your private life? And are politics and 

privacy connected for you?  

                                                           
106 The recording of the interview was poor at this point, and it was not possible to understand what was said.  
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G: Yes, I would say so.  

D: And did you, for example, take part in any demonstration or did you sign any petitions?  

G: Yes, for example, I signed a petition against the abolishment of social sciences and took 

part in One Billion Rising, it was a demonstration against violence against women.  

…  

Gitta is speaking in detail about the demonstration One Billion Rising.  

…  

D: And what about, for example, boycotting any products or any companies?  

G: Yes, I do. I really boycott a lot of products? <laughing>  

D: Ok, so which one and why?  

G: I don´t buy from any shops, I only buy in second-hand shops. This [I have been doing 

for] a very long time, almost three years.  

D: So, it was quite a long time before you joined your organisation.  

G: Yes, because when I started to work in that organisation where we work with kids, I 

thought that I can´t wear the things that are made by children in Bangladesh. I saw many 

documentaries about it.  

D: And what about, for example, food products?  

G: I am vegetarian and I try my best to be vegan, but I sometimes <Gitta shows white stains 

in her nails> it would be good to eat/drink milk products.   

D: And do you boycott any food products, of course, meat, but I mean any labels?  

G: <pause to consider> More like shops. I do not buy in Aldi and Lidl, because I think that 

the working conditions are bad there and also in the countries, where their products come 

from. [And I also boycott] Müller, this is the German company which supported NPD 

and others companies which somehow worked with far-right parties. …. [I also boycott] 

Amazon. I don´t buy anything from the Amazon… they allowed people to sell their products 

in a very unfair context. I don´t want to have anything in common with a company 

which does that <resolutely>.  

D: And, do you buy, for example, leather products, I mean leather shoes or anything like 

that?  

G: I don´t buy leather products.  

D: Ok, so what about your political activities in the future? Do you have any plans? Would 

you like to be active, for example, after university?  
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G: I am not sure right now, but there are always possibilities to do something… <pause to 

consider> I think that in the future, I really want to work somewhere which deal 

with social issues and it should always have a political background too. 

D: And would you like to be more active in your organisation? 

G: Yeah. 

D: I was surprised when you said that you have been there for just eight months and you are 

on the board.  

G: I was also surprised <smiling>. Everyone can be on the board. You know, I think they 

were right when they said to me that I would gain a lot of experience. Now, I have to answer 

many e-mails and really have to think about it. I am getting more into the structure of the 

projects and it´s very hard to get an overview because there are so many things to deal with at 

the same time. 

D: Ok, and please tell me, how much time does your political organisation take from your 

schedule weekly or monthly? Just estimate.  

G: I will try to calculate it <laughing>. I mean it also takes time to read all the e-mails 

because there are like 20, 30 e-mails a day. Sometimes, especially in the case of like now with 

the social sciences and we have a meeting once a week and it´s like five hours or something.  

D: That meeting took five hours? <surprised> 

G: Yeah, we meet at 7:30 p.m., it sometimes ends at 11 p.m. but sometimes when we discuss 

a lot, it takes longer. It [my activities] depends on how many e-mails I have to answer, if I 

have to write invitations for our next meetings, you know, I don´t have much time. 

D: Do your political activities have any disadvantages for you, because we spoke only about 

advantages?  

G: Yes. I mean, I did not realise it at the beginning, but I was a little bit scared of 

responsibility. I was so new there [in my organisation], very young and not so 

experienced. Well, I was a little bit scared that the others could influence my opinions too 

much <apologetic smile>. But it´s not like that. Sometimes, I feel that [I have certain 

tendencies to it] when I admire someone and I think that what he or she says sounds good… 

but I can reflect it and sometimes not change my opinions.  

 D: And is your opinion often in line with the majority of your organisation? I mean, do you 

mostly agree with the majority of your colleagues when you discuss something?  

G: It depends. I think we have made some basic decisions which are the same like… <pause 

to consider> Sometimes we discuss a lot and there are many different opinions and we try to 

make compromises. Sometimes it´s a bit difficult. 
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D: Now we will leave the topic of your organisation and we will focus on your opinion about 

politics. So, do you think that young people can influence politics a lot?  

G: Yes, <laughing> and I think ehm…. they can influence and change it. [For me] it is that 

change, when you make other people think differently and to be more sensitive 

to important questions. So, I think that maybe you can´t always see the big results of 

your work, but you can always change things and influence some people to think more 

deeply.  

D: And do you think that young people in Germany are politically active enough?  

G: I think that the pressure on achievement at school is really a huge disadvantage… I think 

when you have school from 8 a.m., then you have to have a hobby to be an interested person 

and yes, I think for many people there is no time to really think about politics and develop 

their thoughts about it. One teacher of mine always said that our generation is a fun 

generation and I always said no I don´t think we are a fun generation because there is so much 

pressure… <pause to consider> that you will maybe not have enough time to be involved and 

politically active. And I think that it [my engagement] always had to do with compensating 

for this pressure.  

D: And what should people do to be good citizens?  

G: I think, it´s very important to show your opinions through the demonstrations, but what is 

also important is that you should do it in some <looking for the right word> constructive way 

because any kind of violence in a demonstration is very wrong. Some people think that a 

threat is a good way of enforcing things. Yeah, but I think it´s very wrong because you have a 

good goal, for example, that people should be treated equally in justice and people [at a 

demonstration] should show it in their behaviour. This is very important <resolutely>. I think 

that sometimes if you want to sell ideas like freedom or peace, you cannot act in absolutely 

the opposite way, I think it´s not convincing. So, it is very important to show that we are 

ready to realise our ideas.  

D: And what about your friends? Do you have friends mainly in your organisation?  

G: Yes, some but some are not politically active at all. I have known them for years and I 

know that they are very good people but [politically] uninterested…   

D: And do you speak about politics with your friends who are not in your organisation and 

have different political opinions?   

G: Yes, I speak. I always have discussions about politics with people <laughing>. I have 

friends who I have known for years, but they are not interested [in politics]. I also had a friend 

who was in a relationship with a girl who was very far-right and that is why I ended the 
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friendship because this something I could not… You know, I could not be friends with a 

person who was so far-right. This spoiled my image of him. She [his girlfriend] was extreme 

right and then I said I was sorry… and we don´t see each other anymore.   

D: Do you have also friends in other political student organisations?  

G: I have not been at university so long… From my first year at university, there was no one I 

knew in the party or in the group. There weren’t any opportunities [to make friends among 

them]. 

D: You mentioned the extreme right. Would it be a problem for you?   

G: Yeah <resolutely>.  

D: And what about the opposite end of the political spectrum? What about die Linke, for 

example?  

G: <Pause to consider> I do not like them… Ehm, I would have a very huge problem with 

anyone who supports political violence. I would not care about the part of the political 

spectrum he or she is on, but about the violence.  

…  

Gitta and Daniela are speaking further about political extremism, as well as about the 

advantages and problems of direct democracy. 

…  

D: And what about media? Do you read newspapers regularly or watch TV?  

G: Yes, as often as I can. In the weeks when I have exams, sometimes I read the newspaper 

once a week and then I feel bad, very bad… But what I always try to do is to read neutral 

articles first, because I try to be informed firstly about the problem and then I try to read 

different opinions about it. I am afraid to be influenced by opinions which are too close to my 

own.   

D: And what kind of newspapers do you read, for example?  

G: As for the Internet I always read Tagesschau. This is not always [in line with] my opinion, 

sometimes it is more conservative than I am but there are many texts. And for example, I read 

Greenpeace magazine and one scientific magazine, but there are also political issues and die 

Zeit.  

D: Online or in paper form?  

G: In magazine form. And sometimes [I read] Süddeutsche Zeitung.  

D: So, do you read more newspapers online? 

G: Yes, and also because of the paper.  

D: And do you buy any newspapers?  
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G: Sometimes I buy Süddeutsche Zeitung, but not very often and sometimes I read die 

Tageszeitung online, it´s very left-wing and I try to combine different sources.  

D: And do you watch political discussions on TV or in radio?  

G: I don´t have a TV. Yeah, there are sometimes discussions, maybe if I had a TV… But I am 

not very convinced about the quality of these discussions, because they very often interrupt 

each other or are very personal. 

D: Now, we can come back to the discussions about political issues. You said that you discuss 

these issues with your colleagues in your organisation, and with your friends. Is there anyone 

else you discuss politics with? For instance, what about family?  

G: Family, yes <smiling>. I discuss these topics with my father and with my mother also 

some questions, because I think that my parents are influenced by the  media a lot and I do not 

trust the media as much as my parents. I don´t know if they trust them, but they are very much 

influenced by them. 

D: Ok, do you try to persuade them?  

G: Not in the same way as when I was a teenager <laughing>, because I respect them but 

yes, I try [to persuade them] about things which are very important for me.   

D: So, could you say that you speak about politics often?  

G: Yes, but I try to think [keep in my mind] that personal ties and friendship are very 

important… and to respect the feelings of others. 

D: And what do you think about the role of morality in politics?  Is it an important issue for 

you? 

G: <pause to consider > …ehm, everyone should develop very high moral standards, but I 

think that politicians have very a high responsibility and they also have to realise the moral 

needs of people… 

D: Do you think that in practical politics, like in negotiation, moral issues are important? Do 

you think that there are the same moral standards in politics and normal life? 

G: I mean because of the fact that politicians have to speak for the whole population, it should 

be stricter because it influences people. If they made a decision which is ethically bad, 

they have to carry… handle the consequences of this decision.   

D: If I understood it correctly, you think that the moral standard of politicians should be 

higher than the moral standard of the common population because they are more 

responsible? 

G: Yeah.  

…  
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Daniela and Gitta are speaking about problems and specifics of German politics. 

…  

D: Thank you very much for your answers. Now, I will ask you briefly some questions about 

you. How would you describe your political orientation?   

G: Green.  

D: Ok, which party did you vote for in the last election?  

G: Bündnis 90/Die Grünen.   

D: Did you vote in all elections? I mean federal elections, the Landtags of various states, 

local elections, and European elections? 

G: Yes, for the Bundestag, for the Bundesland, but not for the European Parliament.   

D: You are 21 and will be 22-years-old, am I right?  

G: Yeah, in two weeks.  

D: Where do you come from?  

G: I was born in *** [her hometown]   

D: Does your family still live there?  

G: No, they moved.  

D: What´s the level of your education? Is it BA?  

G: Yes, BA.  

D: Are you studying psychology?  

G: Yeah.  

D: Do you believe in God? Are you a religious person?  

G: No.  

D: Do you want to add anything? Are there any aspects that we haven´t mentioned? We can 

add them now.  

G: No, maybe via email.  

D: Ok, so thank you.  
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10.7. Example of the applied thematic analysis 
 

The applied thematic analysis is demonstrated in the excerpt from an interview with Jonas, a 20-year-old student at the University of Mannheim 

and a conservative political organisation member. Figure 11 depicts the process of the initial coding of the interview transcription. In this part, I 

coded my interviewee´s political motivations and his organisational recruitment. Moreover, I focused on activities in his organisation and in a 

local context at the University of Mannheim (the codes and my notes, the so called memos, are visible on the left side of the screenshot).  

 

Figure 11: Screenshot of initial coding of the interview with Jonas  

Source: created by Prokschová in Atlas.ti, file P12_Jonas_20_WG_conservative  
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In the phase of initial coding, 1749 codes were created across all the interviews. These codes were further sorted into so called families 

according to their meaning. For this purpose, analytical tools of Atlas.ti, termed the code manager and family manager were used. In order to be 

more specific, an output from the code family of motivation which contains 100 codes in 255 quotations about political motivation in alphabetical 

order, is shown.  

 

Figure 12: Screenshot of the output of political motivations 

 
Source: creadted by Prokschová in Atlas.ti, code family_motivation_output_ HU_applied thematic analysis 
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Figure 13 offers a screenshot of the code manager showing all the codes in families in alphabetical order (see the right column). In the right 

hand column, family motives: politics as power is highlighted and the left hand part of the screenshot offers an overview of the eight codes which 

this family consisted of. Below there is a list of three quotations for the code motive: to do something important.  

 

Figure 13: Screenshot of the code manager in Atlas.ti 

 
Source: created by Prokschová in Atlas.ti, file interviews_code manager HU_applied thematic analysis   
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Then I constantly compared and recontextualised the coding families into bigger analytical units, and finally connected them into the logical 

and coherent narratives. To see the connections between the codes, I created schemes and diagrams. For instance, Figure 14 offers a network 

view of family motives: politics as power including the codes and quotations.  

 

Figure 14: Screenshot of network view in Atlas.ti 

 
Source: created by Prokschová in Atlas.ti, file interviews_family manager HU_applied thematic analysis 


