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Jemnice, a smaller town with approximately five thousand inhabitants, lies near the border 

encountering of three historic lands – Bohemia, Moravia and Austria. Similar to places of this 

sort, this fact influenced strongly its appearance and the life within the town walls. We are 

poorly informed about the foundation of this town. In recent years, Jemnice however attracted 

the attention of experts; so the new fragments can be added to the mosaic of the town history. 

There were more reasons why Jemnice stayed away from the main interest of researchers. The 

most influencing circumstance appeared after World War II, when, for its location near the 

Austrian frontier, Jemnice found itself at the edge of a new border area. That fact of the matter 

substantially limited and delayed the town forwarding.     

 The source basis for the history of Jemnice demands very careful and critical attitude. 

The so called Boček forgeries influenced expert opinions on the beginnings of the town for a 

long time.  In 1832, the town suffered fire damage that destroyed not only many architectural 

monuments, but also most of old municipal books and documents. Perhaps this event made 

Antonín Boček to manufacture some document counterfeits dated back to 12th and 13th Cs. He 

hunted for the lost annals of the Třebíč monastery all his life long; therefore, his forgeries are 

designated as the documents of the Třebíč monastery or the so called Boček fakes.  They 

undoubtedly misrepresented and confused previous medievalists occupying themselves with 

the research of the origin of Moravian cities.  

Jemnice is a town exuberating of historical monuments. Thanks to successful exploitation of 

all accessible operational funding programs, the material cultural heritage has been renovated 

successively; the town itself becomes more and more attractive tourist destination in the Czech 

Republic. Long missing basic informational system of tourist notices with brief descriptions of 

individual monuments was installed last year. The following-up notices create an outdoor 

sightseeing pathway in a natural and unforced way. This tour offers as yet an incomplete choice 

of what the visitor or citizen of Jemnice can be interested in. That system is to be understood 

as a basic selection, suitable for necessary future additions and widening by new pieces of 

information. 

   In the present days, the town administration has to face up to one difficult task – to find 

out a new utilization of large grounds of the chateau. This monument is considered to become 

the most attractive touristic destination in the town. Twenty years ago, the Czechoslovak Army 

gave its possession up in favour of the town; nevertheless, during the following time there has 

not been found any satisfactory solution.  The municipal authorities drew finance support from 

ministerial funds first, with the aim to save the damaged and devastated chateau. An investment 



of almost 16 million Czech crowns was led to repairs and consolidation of static failures of the 

building. In 2002, this trend stopped, when the new town establishment changed order of 

priorities. The chateau left unfinished, being later offered for sale with the price of 6 million 

crowns. But in vain - there was no buyer found in the end. After the latest municipal elections, 

the new town representatives opened again the question of the chateau´s future. On the basis of 

intensive consultations with National Heritage Institute and others, the newly reassess attitude 

has been adopted: the chateau remains town property and its renovation has to be restarted. A 

new idea of the chateau employment seems hopeful – to establish it as the military history 

museum engaged in war veterans. There is no similar museum institute in this country. At the 

same time, the chateau can also serve as a respectable domicile and home, where war veterans 

without family backgrounds can spend the rest of their lives. Thus the Ministry of Defence 

enters into the negotiations too. The care for war veterans remains an unsettled question for a 

long time; so the revitalisation of the Jemnice chateau could be regarded a very suitable solution 

for the Ministry of Defence. Such a result can bring necessary resuscitation of chateau area 

including a partial public access too. Moreover, the intended military exhibition would be in 

connection with the fact that the chateau used to be the residence of the border guard after the 

World War II.  
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