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Criteria Definition Maximum Points 

Major Criteria    

 Research question, 
definition of objectives 

10 10 

 Theoretical/conceptua
l framework 

30 30 

 Methodology, analysis, 
argument 
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Minor Criteria    

 Sources 10 10 
 Style 5 5 

 Formal requirements 5 5 
Total  20  
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Evaluation 

Major criteria: This is an excellent M.A. thesis. It is guided by a well 
formulated research question anchored in a clearly anchored research 
problem. It is informed by solid knowledge of related literature; it’s analytical; 
and the thesis is logically structured. The style of the thesis is “mature” and 
reveals not only author’s good orientation in the literature, but also his 
knowledge of how research papers should look like. The thesis revolves 
around a clearly identified gap in the literature and contributes to a better 
understanding of a general phenomenon; all drawing on two case studies 
which are both parsimonious and in-depth as they are driven by the explicitly 
delineated research question. I very much enjoyed supervising the thesis – 
and reading the final result – and I’m convinced the author should consider 
applying for Ph.D. studies.  

 

Minor criteria: 

Clear style; explicit formulations; clever and thorough analysis.  

 

Overall evaluation: 

As said, this is an excellent M.A. thesis. It makes an impression of a solid piece 
of research that might be used as a point of departure for further research 
into the phenomenon. The author has carried out impressive research as he 
has revealed enormous knowledge of the topic along with strong analytical 
skills. There is little to criticize about the thesis.  

 

Suggested grade: A 
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