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Evaluation 

Major criteria:  

The thesis is an analysis, by means of comparative study, of why similar 
motivations and drivers to acquire nuclear weapons in the cases of Iran and 
North Korea produced different outcomes. To that end, a conceptual and 
methodological framework inspired by Sagan and to some extent also 
sanctions theory is put in place. The author could have developed, and then 
actually deployed the method of process tracing and the notion of causal 
mechanism more, as well as follow up more directly on the idea to test three 
competing theories. That said, the case analysis is well executed, the 
argument is cogent, streamlined, engaging, disciplined in terms of following 
the basic framework, and balanced in terms of weighing the available 
evidence. The coding in the comparative chapter appears somewhat crude 
and the theory behind it is only implicit (e.g. the assumption that even 
modestly competitive political system would amount to a lower case for the 
nuclear bomb), but the following discussion is solid. The theoretical framing 
of the argument could indeed have been stronger, but the author does 
analytically point out several key differences that could have impacted the 
outcome. Moreover, in the conclusion he provides an indeed not very 
extensive but certainly competent discussion of what the cases mean for the 
sanctions literature. 

Minor criteria:  

The thesis is very well written in terms of language and style. The argument is 
streamlined and draws on a satisfactory amount of relevant sources to be 
substantiated. 
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Overall evaluation:  

This is, overall, an excellent thesis that is very well researched and written. 
More theoretical engagement could have made it even better, but even as it 
stands, the argument is disciplined and discussion of the research outcomes 
for the sanctions literature is provided. 

 

Suggested grade: A 
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In	Prague,	28	March	2016	

	

	

TO	WHOM	IT	MAY	CONCERN:	

	

Dear	Madam,	Sir,	

	

I	have	known	Denisa	Eštoková	in	my	capacity	of	an	internal	reviewer	of	her	diploma	thesis	on	the	alliance	system	in	the	

Middle	East.	 In	my	review,	 I	appreciated	above	all	 the	breadth	and	depth	of	 the	empirical	knowledge	of	 the	regional	

history	 and	 current	 politics	 that	 Denisa	 was	 able	 to	 accumulate	 and	 present	 in	 clear	 and	 ordered	 form.	 Given	 the	

distance	from	the	region	and	the	 limited	offer	of	courses	on	either	the	history	or	contemporary	affairs	of	 the	Middle	

East	at	the	study	programme	at	the	Charles	University	that	Denisa	was	enrolled,	demonstrating	such	command	of	the	

relevant	issues	in	itself	was	a	rather	extraordinary	effort.	Moreover,	the	course	provided	her	with	both	theoretical	and	

methodological	 fundamentals	 that	 she	can	benefit	 from	 in	 further	Ph.D.	 studies.	Therefore,	 I	am	glad	 to	 recommend	

Denisa	for	a	postgraduate	programme	in	Turkey	where	she	could	build	on	the	knowledge	she	has	gained	so	far;	and	the	

methodological	skills	she	has	mastered.	

	

	

Sincerely,	
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In Prague, 8 March 2016 
	
	
To: CEFRES 
 
Dear Madam, Sir, 
 
I have known Jakub Záhora in my capacity as an assistant professor and academic fellow at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Charles University. Jakub first attended a master’s course on critical perspectives on terrorism that I teach. He 
was among the best students in the class, and therefore I was glad to later become a supervisor of his Ph.D. thesis. He 
impressed me as a brilliant and diligent student with keen interest in critical security studies and a solid grasp of the 
foundations of the Poststructuralist school of theorising world politics. It was my own interest in and influence by Foucault’s 
genealogy and governmentality investigations that encouraged Jakub to ask me to become his thesis supervisor, and 
since then, I have had the pleasure to discuss with him, on numerous ocassions, his ideas and progress of his research. I 
supported Jakub when he decided to gain a second master’s degree at SOAS to further deepen his understanding of the 
complexities of Israeli local politics and situate it against the broader regional and historical context. And I was glad to see 
that on his arrival, he soon became involved in our department’s collaborative academic activities including both teaching 
and research in the newly founded Deutsch Security Square research centre promoting the intellectual legacy of Karl 
Deutsch. Recognising his research potential, the university also awarded Jakub with a junior research grant that I was glad 
to participate in as a supervisor, and which, among other, allowed him to conduct research and field work in Israel. 
 
I am convinced that Jakub would put to a good use the experience that he would get in CEFRES‘ inspiring environment 
and equally so that he could substantially contribute to the debates here pertaining to the issues related to the everyday 
experiences of spaces as one of CEFRES‘ research priorities, given the focus of his Ph.D. research on the social 
production of space that diagnoses the linkages between micropractices of such production under the permanent state of 
exception with the macroperspective of neoliberal governmentality; and the interdisciplinarity of his research that is 
anchored in international relations and security studies but transcends the field’s narrow boundaries toward, in particular, 
the realms of human geography, etnography and political theory. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Ondrej Ditrych, MPhil. (Cantab.) Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor and Coordinator, Deutsch Security Square 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in Prague 

	

	

Ondrej	Ditrych,	MPhil.	(Cantab.)	Ph.D.	

Assistant	Professor	and	Head,	Deutsch	Security	Square	

Faculty	of	Social	Sciences,	Charles	University	in	Prague	


