
Abstract 

This diploma thesis analyses the phenomenon of the Russian information warfare 

targeting the Baltic states – Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. In five chapters the thesis initially 

theoretically examines phenomenon of the information warfare itself, specifically its typical 

components and advantages because of which the Russian Federation uses it. After that, the 

thesis estimates conceptual preconditions and incentives in the Baltic region due to which 

Russia implements the information warfare specifically in this region. The information warfare 

in this sense is understood as the psychological pressure onto the society of Baltics, hence, as 

one of the tools to enforce the interests and goals of the Kremlin´s official foreign policy, 

because the initiators of such information campaigns are the Russian state media or their 

proxies. Third, in the empirical part, based the conceptually determined factors and particular 

events related to them, thesis thoroughly deals with discourses and narratives spread through 

the Russian and pro-Russian media operating in the Baltic states. More specifically, the 

analysis conducts research of the content of these narratives, their rhetoric, specific features, 

context and possible impacts onto the society in the Baltics. The goal of this thesis is to analyse 

thoroughly through the content analysis meaning and context of the specific narratives as well 

as their possible intentions and consequences. Both of those aspects are related to the factors, 

which are influencing the relations between Russia and all three Baltic republics. At the same 

time, those factors present advantageous conditions due to the spread of disinformation 

campaigns and pro-Russian narratives, which enforce the influence and foreign-policy 

interests of Russian Federation. Among the main such factors, determining both the mutual 

relations as well as its conditions are: geographical proximity and a shared mutual border 

between Russia and three Baltic states; long-year common history, especially that one in the 

second half of 20th century under the Soviet rule; the numerous minority of ethnic Russians as 

well as other Russian-speaking ethnics and widespread use of Russian language; and 

membership of Baltics in the international organization, especially EU and NATO. Based on 

these factors there have been established three categories – ethno-linguistic and cultural, 

historical and political-security – within which the pro-Russian narratives in the media articles 

targeting the Russian-speaking minorities have been measured by the content analysis. 

Because of that, in the end of the thesis there would be an evaluation of possible impact of 

Russian information warfare onto the society in the Baltics.     


