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The purpose of the research is to compare the "barriers of access to higher education to applicants from 

disadvantaged backgrounds". The states I have chosen for study New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 

because these states have varied approach to higher education. New Delhi has highest percentage of tertiary 

enrollment with 43.5% then followed by Madhya Pradesh with 19.6% and Chhattisgarh 14.6% in 2017. New Delhi 

provides the best education in the country which has very dense population among the states. The comparative 

study will help to understand the education policy of these states and state government’s role in education to 

applicants from disadvantage backgrounds. In my thesis I would be studying about the economically 

disadvantaged applicant who is facing the barriers in an access to Higher education as we know in India’s case, It 

is having the economically and socially disadvantaged background applicant which faces barriers. Also it is 

practically feasible to compare the barriers of access to higher education to applicants from these states because 

it is statistically proved that if the income of the family is higher than there will be Higher education to their 

children. There is also data available in relations to applicant belongs to economically disadvantaged  

background. Although, it may be safely assumed that the lower quintiles include majority of the students 

belonging to scheduled caste and scheduled tribe students. Thus inequality in attending higher education and 

family expenditure on higher education by economic status of the household is analyzed here by gender, social 

groups, location of the household (rural/urban) and institution type (Tilak, J. and Choudhary, P., 2020). 

 

Higher education is important, not least for reducing socio-economic inequalities in the society. However, the 

Indian higher education system is characterized with increasing inequalities of higher education access by 

gender, social groups, regional (rural and urban) and by economic status. 
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1. The objective is to study all three selected states of India with regard to the existing higher education access 

and equity policies, incl. the government’s role in supporting economically disadvantaged applicant’s in the 

policy implementation phase. 

 

2. How much a government is spending on the higher education studies applicants (especially from 

economically disadvantaged and to other applicants) including expenditures on a single student and as a 

whole. 

 

3. Why the enrollment in higher education, respectively the transition from secondary to higher education, is 

Research Questions: 
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Quantitative Method 

 
Quantitative method will include statistical analysis and the quantitative analysis will help to analyze of the data 

produced by various National and International institution surveys using modern software. Statistics and 

Mathematics will be used to obtain information from different data sources. I would also analyze the data on 

Higher education produced by the ministry of Human resource development, Government of India.  (Department 

of Higher Education, Ministry of Human resource development, 2016.) 

 

Qualitative Method 

 
Qualitative method in this, I will do descriptive analysis of policies, evaluation of previous policies, comparative 

study of government measures, investment into development of sustainable education model and expert opinion 

from researcher, academician, policy makers and bureaucrats through interview and understanding the 

introduction of innovative learning method etc. 

 

Conceptually, the Advocacy Coalition Framework (ACF) theory is likely to apply. The insights drawn from the  

ACF theory will be utilized to clarify the contemporary policy formulation techniques. It will reveal whether the 

policies being figured are effective and furthermore outlines the holes which are affecting policy success. 

(Sabatier, P., & Weible, C. 2020). The selection and application of the conceptual framework will be further 

discussed in relation to the empirical and contextual realities and may be subject to change. 

I will conduct a quantitative and qualitative analysis of journal articles, reports, data estimating the various policies 
of states. In contrast to previous meta analyses on this topic, I will take into account the states approach towards 
higher education and applicant from disadvantaged group. I will also look into the empirical data and previous 
publication and will analyze the government’s approach towards the applicants from disadvantaged group for 
Higher Education. 

 
 

Theoretical Concepts or Methodology: 

 

Expected Contribution: 

 

low in comparison? 

 
4. Analysis of what the positive effect of admitting applicants (from economically disadvantaged background) to 

higher education studies has on economy or country is as whole. 

 

5. Analysis of the benefits given to successful applicants from economically disadvantaged backgrounds in their 

qualification and labor market position? 
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1. Introduction 

 
2. Problem identification (inequity of access in Indian higher education in a nutshell) 

 
3. Research questions and goals 

 
4. Methodology 

 
5. The mode of higher education administration in India and the selected states 

 
6. Process of or transition from secondary education to higher education 

 
7. Government assistances and scholarship provided by countries to economically disadvantaged 

Research Plan: 
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Abstract 

This research focuses on the barriers and the state government policies (alongside government 

policies) in reducing the barriers in access to higher education for the applicant from 

disadvantaged groups. Based on empirical evidence I have analyzed the various policies or 

schemes, budget expenditure, the role of the private sector (expansion in the education sector) 

that benefits the applicant from the disadvantaged group in access to Higher Education. Also, it 

tries to analyze by comparing three states' government’s policy implementation towards the 

people who are from socially and economically disadvantaged groups. The research depicts that 

the NCT of Delhi policies were more effective in reducing the barriers in higher education for 

the disadvantaged group than Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Apart from this, more factors 

contribute to applicants of NCT of Delhi from the disadvantaged group's inaccessibility of higher 

education.   

Keywords:- Education Policy, Inequalities, socially and economically Disadvantaged, Higher 

Education, India. 
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Introduction 

1.1Background 

In the 21st century, India has achieved a lot in various sectors like science and technology, 

pharmaceutical, etc to contribute to society but providing higher education to all people from all 

backgrounds (including disadvantaged groups) is still a major concern. India’s Gross Enrollment 

Ratio in Higher Education is 26.3% for the age group between 18-23. (Department of Higher 

Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India, 2019) The big gap 

in social and economic situation between the people of the society affects all the sectors of the 

country. Although some states of India have achieved a high enrollment rate in higher education 

and some has very low enrollment rate. The Government of India has always given priority to 

the inclusive growth of the society which means to help the people of all sections whether 

vulnerable and weaker to improve their capabilities. In the Eleventh Five-Year Plan (2007-2012) 

and Twelfth Five-Year Plan (2012-17), the government of India had put forward and articulated 

the inclusive growth concept. It was stated that caste, poverty, religion, gender has been the main 

bases for exclusion in India. And these groups should be focused while formulating plans and 

policies for inclusive growth. (Tilak, J., 2015)   

I have taken New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh for comparison because in all the 

three states the disadvantaged group (SC, ST, OBCs) population is more than 60%. Although all 

the states have some advantages and disadvantages as Delhi’s population is dense as compared to 

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh get more in budget 

allocation than New Delhi. New Delhi’s economy is mainly based on industrialization and 

Madhya Pradesh’s economy is mainly based on agriculture while Chhattisgarh’s population is 

based on mining and agriculture. 
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1.2 Growth in Higher Education in India 

In India, the expansion of higher education after the independence period has been astonishing, 

in terms of the number of colleges, universities, students, and teachers. If we compare, there 

were 20 universities at the time of independence, now there are more than 950 universities, 

including institutions deemed to be universities and university-level institutions. The growth in 

colleges/Higher education institution is remarkable as in 2019 there is more than 39900 

colleges/higher education institution compare to 500 colleges at the time of Independence, and 

the total number of enrolments in higher education has increased to nearly 37.4 million in 2019 

from less than 200,000 at the time of Independence in 1947–48. Presently, there is a huge 

increment in the number of a teacher with more than 1.4 million teachers in 2019. The gross 

enrolment ratio in the higher education sector has increased to 26.3 percent in 2018-19 if we 

compared to 1.5 percent in 1960–61. An enormous expansion of the higher education sector has 

also helped in regularizing the higher education system, which was considered for high society 

and was only for the high-income groups. (Tilak, J., 2015) (Department of Higher Education, 

Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India, 2019) 

 

 

1.3 Status of Higher Education system of New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh  

According to the AISHE report, 2018-19 total number of universities in Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, 

and Chhattisgarh is 27, 65, and 28 respectively in the year 2018-2019. The total number of 

registered Institutions (which includes the university, college, stand-alone institution) in Delhi, 

Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh are 317, 2595, and 859 respectively. The number of districts 
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out of a total number of the district where the number of colleges is less than 10 in Delhi, 

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh is 2 out of 11,6 out of 52 and 11 out of 28 districts 

respectively. The number of colleges, colleges per lakh population, and Average enrollment per 

college of Delhi are 180, 8 and1562, of Madhya Pradesh is 2191, 24 and734 where of 

Chhattisgarh is 760, 24, and 565. (Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human 

Resource Development, Government of India, 2019) 

(Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India, 2019) 

States Number of colleges Colleges per lakh 

population 

Average enrollment 

per college 

Delhi 180 8 1562 

Madhya Pradesh 2191 24 734 

Chhattisgarh 760 24 565 

 

The total number of Private and Government College in New Delhi is 78 and 100, Madhya 

Pradesh1289 and 606 and Chhattisgarh is 403 and 354. 

States Private colleges (Aided and 

unaided) 

Government colleges 

New Delhi 78 100 

Madhya Pradesh 1289 606 

Chhattisgarh 403 354 
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Research Question, Goals, and Objective 

In this section, the research question would be described to research on it as the question will 

help to know and focus how effective are the governments of the different states various policies, 

actions, and schemes in reducing the barriers in accessing higher education faced by the 

applicant from a disadvantaged group. Uplifting the disadvantaged group in education was a 

major concern in India as education leads to the overall development of the disadvantaged group 

people. By asking these questions we will get to know how different state governments in 

collaboration with the central government were able to remove the barriers. 

 

Research Question 

What are the barriers faced by applicants from a disadvantaged group of New Delhi, Madhya 

Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh in access to higher education? And How the New Delhi’s government 

policy implementation is more effective in reducing the barriers in access to higher education of 

Disadvantaged groups than Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh? 

 

Sub Question 

1. What are the roles of state government in policy implementation and how effective is 

state government in reducing the barriers in access to higher education? 

2. How the central and state government share core policy beliefs and cooperate to act on 

them through policy implementation?   

 

 

 



18 
 

Research Goal 

To compare and analyze the policies for applicants from the disadvantaged group in different 

states as New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh in reducing the barriers in access to 

higher education?  

Research Objective 

1. To study all three selected states of India concerning the existing higher education access and 

equity policies, incl. the government’s role in supporting the economically disadvantaged 

applicant’s in the policy implementation phase. To assess how much a different state government 

is spending on the higher education studies applicants through different policies (especially for 

economically disadvantaged and to other applicants).  

2. To study why the enrollment in higher education, respectively the transition from secondary to 

higher education, is low in comparison. 

3. To explore the barriers faced by applicants from the disadvantaged group in different states in 

access to higher education. 

4. To analyze the benefits given to successful applicants from economically disadvantaged 

backgrounds in their qualification and labor market position. 
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Literature Review 

3.1Problem Identification(identification (inequity of access in Indian higher education in a 

nutshell) 

The Problems or barriers which are restricting the applicant from disadvantaged group to access 

higher education is mainly based on some factors like social factors when weaker people of the 

community in the society couldn’t access the higher education because of societal norms, 

discrimination, biasedness, etc. The economic factors that are also one of the barriers or 

problems are because of the difference in the income and wealth of the people in the society 

which makes poor people be not able to afford education. There are some other factors as well 

like Urban and Rural differences, Gender Parity, etc. In my research, I will be looking into these 

barriers and how various governments tried to solve them. 

3.1.1. Social Factor 

India is very diverse in its society whether you take religion, caste, culture, etc. The social factor 

is always taken into consideration when we talk about India. India’s caste system’s effect was 

seen long back from before the independence on the education of the lower caste people as the 

social segregation has plagued the country and made the huge gap in literacy between SC, ST, 

and OBCs children and non-backward children which was also seen in some states school in the 

form of untouchability and discrimination. (Casimes, S., 2017) (Kohli, T., 2019) To reduce the 

educational inequalities and to uplift the SC and ST people in India, the government of India 

enforces the law to reserve the seats for the SC and ST people in educational institutions and 

jobs. This reservation has contributed to the declining gap between the lower caste people in the 

odds of completing primary education and there is a little improvement in inequality in higher 
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education.(Desai, S. and Kulkarni, V., 2008) The SC and ST people might be predominantly 

economically poor in some of the states in India.  

New Delhi or NCT of Delhi has not the power of the full state but it is a union territory and 

some of its power is shared by the central government. It has a Scheduled caste population of 

more than 16.5% and a very less Scheduled Tribe population because the NCT of Delhi has a 

predominantly urban population. Also, the NCT of Delhi has a huge population of Other 

Backward Caste which is 48%. It has a very dense population which comes 31st on the list of the 

largest region by area and comes 18th on the most populated region. (Government of Delhi, 

2009) 

Madhya Pradesh is the second-largest state by area and 5th populated state in India. According 

to census 2011, the population of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe is 15.62% and 21.09% 

of the total population of Madhya Pradesh. (Census India, 2011) 

 

Chhattisgarh is the 9th largest state by area and the 17th most populated state in the country. 

According to Census 2011, Scheduled Caste accounts for 12.82% and Scheduled Tribe has a 

huge population of 30.62%. Chhattisgarh is one of the states which has a large ST population. 

(Census India.2011) 

 

Estimated Enrollment number and percentage in colleges by Social Categories 

Social Categories New Delhi Madhya 

Pradesh 

Chhattisgarh 

Schedule 147727(33.9%) 284057(19.7) 76888(18.3) 
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Caste(SC) 

Schedule 

Tribe(ST) 

20395 199026(11.4) 105866(11.3) 

Other Backward 

Caste(OBC) 

155188 772372 252853 

Total of All 

categories 

Enrollment 

1077556(46.3%) 1929344(21.5) 586924(18.6) 

Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India, 2019 

 

The pupil-teacher ratio in all institutions in New Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh is 21, 

29, and 23 respectively. 

All categories, SC and ST Population of states age between 18-23 yrs of New Delhi is 2328493, 

435811, Madhya Pradesh is 8963556, 1439515, 1749561 and Chhattisgarh is 3149023, 419868, 

933736. 

  

2.1.2. Economic Factor 

India is a big country with a huge population and diversity. Not all the regions of India are 

developed equally some of the state is much developed and some less developed. It is also the 

case with the per capita income where the difference in income of a person is huge and it differs 

according to how economically develop is that region. It also depends on the population living in 

rural and urban areas in the region. I will also take into consideration data regarding the person 

living below the poverty line. The planning commission of India (Niti Aayog) adopted and 
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published the national poverty line for 2011-12 which is Rs 816 per capita per month (Rs32 a 

day for Urban and Rs. 26 per day for Rural) for rural area and Rs 1000 per month per capita for 

Urban area people. If a person has less than said poverty line per month per capita income then 

he will come below the poverty line. This was calculated by checking the sufficiency of private 

consumption expenditure per capita close to the poverty line on education, food, and health, 

etc.(Gaur. S & Rao . S.N, 2020) 

New Delhi or NCT of Delhi- New Delhi’s population is predominantly living in an Urban 

area(which accounts for 97.5%) but which has a very dense population among the regions of 

India. New Delhi’s per capita income is INR 365529 in 2019 (Government of NCT of Delhi, 

2019). The planning commission of India has published in 2011-12 the state-specific poverty line 

of Delhi which was estimated at Rs. 1145 per month per capita income for Urban area and Rs. 

1134 per month per capita income for rural areas was high than the national poverty line. In NCT 

of Delhi, the number of the person who is below the poverty line is 16.96 Lakhs which accounts 

for 9.91% of the total population in 2011-2012. (Government of NCT OF Delhi, 2019) 

Madhya Pradesh- Madhya Pradesh has a huge population living in the rural areas which are 

27.63% and 72.37% of the population lives in the urban area. (Census India, 2021) Madhya 

Pradesh’s per capita income is Rs. 90989 in 2019. (Ceicdata.com. 2021). The Madhya Pradesh 

state is home to 73 million people and has 24million people living below the poverty line in 

2012. As Madhya Pradesh comes also one of the low-income states who has 32% of the total 

population comes below the poverty line. (World Bank Document, 2016) 

Chhattisgarh- Chhattisgarh was part of Madhya Pradesh and was separated in 2000. 

Chhattisgarh is also the state with most of the backward caste people in the country. 76.76% of 

the Chhattisgarh population lives in urban areas and 23.24% of people live in rural areas. 
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(Census India.2011) Chhattisgarh’s per capita income is Rs. 96887 in 2019(Ceicdata.com. 2021). 

Chhattisgarh is home to 26 million people and out of which 10 million people are below the 

poverty line. Chhattisgarh is the state with the most people who comes below the poverty line 

which accounts for 40% of the total population in 2012. (World Bank Document, 2016)  

2.1.3 Other factors as barriers to access 

There was always a huge disparity between the urban and rural areas regarding education in the 

country. As India’s very big part of the population still lives in rural areas although it lags in 

most of the things like lack of infrastructure, basic facilities, lack of school or colleges in rural 

areas. There is also a huge gap between the gross enrollment ratio between the urban and rural 

areas which is 38.48% and 16.52% in 2009-10. Also, the higher education attainment in urban 

and rural India between age group (15-64) which is 19.1% in urban and 3.6% in the rural region 

(Tilak. J.B.G, 2015, p 204-205). 

Region Gross Enrollment Ratio Higher Education 

Attainment  

Urban  38.48% 19.1% 

Rural 16.52% 3.6% 

   

  

There is a huge rise in the establishment of college, institution, and university in last decade, 

although the private institution which has made a positive effect on equal access to higher 

education in many states there was no significant growth in teacher enrollment. The gap between 

the pupil-teacher ratio is growing steadily which in turn affects the Teaching and overall quality 

of higher education.  
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2.1.3. Interlink between Social and Economic factor as a barriers 

  

There are several characteristics to examine inequalities in Education like caste, economic 

conditions, gender, and religion and between several regions. It is often examined by caste 

(Scheduled caste (SC), Scheduled tribes (ST), other backward castes (OBC), and non-

scheduled/non-scheduled/non- backward caste), by region rural or urban, by gender between 

men and women and by economic condition. In most cases the characteristics are intermingled 

between each other for example ST may be predominantly economically poor. ST predominantly 

living in Rural. SC predominantly may be poor in financial terms. Economically poor may live 

in rural areas. Also, the people from the SC community may be economically poor in one state 

but in some states, SC people are much better off. Likewise, SC people of one state might be 

having better access to higher education than the non-backward class (Shariff, Abusale & 

Sharma, Amit (2013)). However, in the case of India, it is widely assumed that the economical 

and social factors such as caste, religion, poverty, etc are interlinked but not isolated. Hence to 

understand the barriers the interlinking of factors or other factors should be also taken into 

consideration. There might be the case where the one factor of barriers had a direct or indirect 

bearing on how the other factor is functioned (Tilak. J.B.G, 2015). 
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2.2 State government’s role and Policy Implementation 

The Higher Education Policy is one for all the country, as it implements and followed through 

the central government authorities (Universities Grant Commission). Every state has its 

department of Higher Education which ensures the quality of higher education in their states. 

These departments also make the policies to support the students and look into the overall 

education sector. States make their schemes to support students from disadvantaged groups 

(economically, socially, and physically) in terms of tuition fee waiver, reservation of seats in the 

higher education institutions, financial supports for transportation, etc.  

2.2.1 New Delhi 

NCT of Delhi is one of the known states for providing better education. In the last few years, 

New Delhi has achieved a milestone in the education sector. The seat reservation in NCT of 

Delhi for backward class in Higher Education is now for SCs, STs and OBCs is total 49.5 

percent. The Scheduled Caste has a 15 percent reservation while the Scheduled Tribe has 7.5 

percent reservation and Other Backward Caste had 21 percent which was increased in 2012 by 

Delhi state government to 49.5 percent (AFFAIRS, C., Affairs, S. and Srivastava, A., 2012). 

There are various policies or schemes are launched by Government of NCT of Delhi which helps 

applicants from disadvantaged group to attain higher education like: 

Merit-cum-Means Linked Financial Assistance Scheme for pursuing Higher Education in 

state universities: under this scheme Government of NCT of Delhi provides financial assistance 

to meritorious students belonging to the economically weaker society. So the wards of people 

who belong to below poverty line (holds the relevant card under National Food Security) are 

entitled to 100% tuition fees waiver, the wards of people whose annual income is up to Rs. 2.50 

Lakh are entitled to get a 50% tuition fees waiver, and the wards of people whose annual income 
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is between Rs. 2.50 Lakhs to Rs. 6 Lakhs are entitled to 25% of the tuition fees waiver. Under 

this scheme, the meritorious students are considered who attained 60% of marks (5% more 

relaxation for the SC and ST students) in all the subjects in higher secondary schools. Also this 

scheme available for the students who are studying in the Delhi state universities and institutions 

affiliated with these universities (Web.delhi.gov.in. 2017). 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT GUARANTEE SCHEME FOR 

PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION IN DELHI: Under this scheme, the students will be 

provided with loan who want to pursue diploma or degree or specified skill development courses 

in Delhi and who finished their high school and secondary higher school in Delhi will be entitled 

to get a loan up to Rs 10 lakhs with a very low rate of interest at maximum 2% in base rate 

(simple interest). The student doesn’t have to put anything on collateral or for security (the 

government of NCT of Delhi will give the guarantee on the behalf of students). Also, the student 

can pursue their education in central universities, state government universities, and institutions 

located inside Delhi (Web.delhi.gov.in. 2017). 

Merit Scholarship For College for SC/ST/OBC/Minorities: Under this scheme, the 

meritorious students coming from the Backward and minority community studying in recognized 

colleges/professional/technical institutions will receive a monthly allowance from the 

government which ranges for hostlers from Rs. 9648/- to Rs.22320/- Per Annum and for Day 

Scholar Rs.5040/- to Rs.11520/- Per Annum (Depending on the Course). The students must 

secure 60% in the previous exam to be eligible. The number of scholarships in this scheme is 

unlimited. 
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Some other schemes are provided to students from the disadvantaged group by the government 

of Delhi like financial assistance to purchase stationery etc (Scstwelfare. Delhi govt.nic.in. 

2017). 

  

Central Government scholarship schemes which apply in Government of NCT of Delhi: 

Ministry of Social justice and Empowerment’s CSS Scholarship schemes for SC students, under 

which the post-matric (Higher secondary to Phd) student will be eligible for the Maintenance 

Allowance for Hosteller is Rs.380/- to Rs.1200/- P.M. and for Day Scholar is Rs.230/- to 

Rs.550/-P.M with a waiver of full tuition fees, registration fees, and examination fees. This 

scheme is eligible for SC students with an income limit of Rs. 2,50,000. There is no scholarship 

limit.  

Ministry of Social justice and Empowerment’s CSS Scholarship schemes for OBC students, in 

which the students who are studying higher secondary school to Phd will be entitled to the 

Maintenance Allowance, for Hostler it is Rs.260/- to Rs.750/- P.M. and for Day Scholar it is 

Rs.160/- to Rs.350/-P.M. Full Tuition Fee, Registration Fee, Examination Fee. The income limit 

of the family for availing this scheme is Rs. 1,00,000 ( scstwelfare. Delhi govt.nic.in. 2017).  

2.2.2 Madhya Pradesh 

The state government’s initiative to make a policy to benefit the applicant from the 

disadvantaged group can be seen in many forms like reserving seats in the higher education 

institution to providing the benefit or financial aid or other support etc. The reservation set for 

the Madhya Pradesh government in the education institution and government jobs for SC, ST, 

and OBC people is 16 percent, 20 percent, and 14 percent. 
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Scholarship for SC and ST Students 

This scheme was initiated by the state government of Madhya Pradesh. This scheme is for the 

applicants from SC and ST community for the books and stationery worth Rs 1500 for books and 

Rs 500 for stationery. Under this scheme, this is not a monetary benefit but the books are 

supplied by the Higher Education Department through the Madhya Pradesh Hindi Granth 

Academy, and stationery is provided by the college. This scheme applies to those who are 

studying in a government college. 

Post-matric Scholarship 

This scholarship is for specifically scheduled caste category applicants. Under this scheme, the 

annual income of the applicant’s parent must not exceed more than Rs. 6,00,000 who wish to 

study in a non-government institution and there is no limit of family income for the applicants 

who are studying at government institutions. The mandatory requirement of this scheme is that 

the applicant must be enrolled in a business course. There is a full tuition fee waiver that is 

prescribed in the syllabus of the government institution. In private institutions the full 

compulsory fee waiver whose family income is less than Rs. 2,50,000 and a half compulsory fees 

waiver for those whose family income is between Rs. 250,000 and Rs. 6,00,000. Also, the 

monthly subsistence allowance is provided in Undergraduate and Post Graduate courses which 

are Rs. 570 for hostel and Rs. 370 for a non-hostel (Higher Education Department, Madhya 

Pradesh Government, 2021) 

Housing Allowance Assistance Scheme 

This scheme is for applicants from the scheduled caste category. The applicant must have taken 

admission as a regular student in government or recognized non-government colleges. The 

applicant must not take any government hostel. The annual income of the applicant’s family will 
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be as per the income limit not more than Rs. 6 lakhs per annum. The college or applicant's 

original residence should not be located in the geographical boundary of the same local body 

(urban body/gram panchayat) where they are residing or studying. This scheme benefit amount 

differs according to where the applicant is residing like the cities of Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur, 

Gwalior, and Ujjain, Rs. 2000 / - per applicant per month, at the district headquarters, Rs. 1250 / 

- per applicant per month and at the tehsils and development level, Rs. 1000 / - per student per 

month (Higher Education Department, Madhya Pradesh Government, 2021). 

Backward Class Matric Scholarship 

This scheme is applicable who come from the backward class and the applicant must be a native 

of Madhya Pradesh. Applicant must have passed in the previous class. The total annual income 

of the parents/guardians should not exceed Rs. 3,00,000 / -.The monthly subsistence allowance 

for graduate applicant it is Rs. 400(Hostel) and Rs. 230(Non-hostel), for post-graduate applicants 

it is Rs. 450(hostel) and Rs. 230(Non-hostel) and for M.Phil and PHD applicants it is Rs. 

850(Hostel) and Rs. 380(Non-hostel). There is a Compulsory waiver of non-refundable fees paid 

by the student. The waiver of another mandatory fee including full tuition fee to the students of 

self-financing courses in government colleges/government universities. Also the Payment of fees 

for enrollment/registration, teaching, sports, uniform, library, journals, medical examination, etc 

(Higher Education Department, Madhya Pradesh Government, 2021) 

Backward class for Boys and Girls Hostel 

Under this scheme, the applicant from the backward class is provided with free accommodation 

facility. For this, the applicant must be a regular student in a local educational institution. For 

admission to the hostel, the applicant must receive a certificate of the head of the educational 

institution will have to be produced. Also, the admission will be given on passing and good 
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conduct in the annual examination of the previous year (Higher Education Department, Madhya 

Pradesh Government, 2021). 

Scholarship for Preparation of Competition Exams or Civil Service   

Scholarship for Preparation for the Civil Services Examination of the Union Public Service 

Commission 

Under this scheme, the applicant / Candidate must be a native of Madhya Pradesh and M.P. must 

be from the scheduled caste category. He must have attained the graduation level must be passed 

in first-class grades. Also, the total annual income of the family of the applicants should not 

exceed Rs. 5,00,000. Also, If the candidate passes the preliminary and main examination of the 

Union Public Service Commission without availing the benefit of this scheme and falls within 

the income limit of less than Rs. 5,00,000 prescribed in the scheme, then such applicant will also 

be eligible as per the provisions contained in the scheme. If the applicant has qualified for 

appearing in the interview by passing the Civil Services Main Examination of the Union Public 

Service Commission and wishes to take admission in any coaching institute of the panel 

prescribed by the Nodal Department for the preparation of the interview. He will be provided 

with the facility of coaching for interviews. Under this scheme the applicant who are preparing 

for the Preliminary Examination and Main Examination then a total of 12 months training will be 

given for both the examinations jointly. An amount for Discipleship of Rs.12500 / - per month 

will be provided and the maximum expenditure for coaching fee of Hindi Medium of Rs. 1.25 

Lakh and of English Medium of Rs. 1.50 Lakh will be paid. Also for books Rs. 15,000/-. For the 

preparation of the interview the amount for Discipleship of Rs. 12500 / - per month is given (for 

one month) and Rs 20,000 / - per month maximum on coaching fee (Higher Education 

Department, Madhya Pradesh Government, 2021). 
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Civil Service Incentive Scheme 

Under this scheme, the benefit is provided to Scheduled Caste applicants who have passed the 

examination at any level in the Civil Services Examination conducted by the Union Public 

Service Commission of Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission. There is no limit of 

income limit for getting incentive amount in the All India Service Examination, but the annual 

income of parents/guardians of applicants for the Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission 

Examination should not exceed Rs. 5.00 lakhs. The amount of Rs. 40,000 for an initial period 

and Rs. 60,000 for the important period is provided by the government (Higher Education 

Department, Madhya Pradesh Government, 2021). 

Private Institution for All India Services Exam scheme 

This scheme is applicable for an applicant coming from a tribal class community. The applicant 

should have passed the main examination/graduate examination of the Madhya Pradesh Public 

Service Commission. If the applicant can qualify the above criteria then the applicant can avail 

benefits of Coaching fees maximum of Rs. 2,00,000 or actual coaching fees, whichever is less. 

The monthly scholarship of Rs 12500 / - up to a maximum of 18 months for his subsistence and 

Rs. 15000 / - lump sum for the purchase of books to applicants (Higher Education Department, 

Madhya Pradesh Government, 2021) 

Chhattisgarh 

The state government’s initiative to make a policy/scheme to benefit the applicant from the 

disadvantaged group can be seen in many forms like reserving seats in the education institution 

to providing the benefit or financial aid or other support etc. The reservation set for the 
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Chhattisgarh government in the education institution and government jobs for SC, ST, and OBC 

people is 12 percent, 32 percent, and 14 percent (Education, Today. 2019). 

  

  

  

Post Matric Scholarship for SC/ST/OBC Students 

This Scholarship is for Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (SC), and Other Backward Caste 

(OBC) people who must be a permanent residents of Chhattisgarh. The applicant should have 

scored 50% in his last exam. Under this scheme, the criteria for eligibility is that the annual 

family income of the applicant should not be more than Rs. 2,50,000 in case of SC/ST 

applicants. And for the annual family income shall not be more than an amount of Rs. 1,00,000 

in case of OBC applicants. And the applicant must be studying at the post-matriculation level. 

The eligible SC/ST hosteller applicant will receive a scholarship worth INR 3,800 and non-

hosteller applicants will receive Rs. 2,250 every year. The eligible OBC applicants will receive 

the hosteller applicants for Rs. 1,000 for students of class 11 and INR 1,100 for class 12 students 

and the non-hosteller applicant Rs. 600 per annum for students of class 11 and Rs. 700 per 

annum for students of class 12 (Higher Education Department, Chhattisgarh Government, n.d) 
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State Government’s budget allocation and expenditure 

 

In this section, I will be analyzing the state government’s budget allocation for education and 

particularly Higher Education in last year’s. This will help us to show the state government's 

goals and intention towards Education.  

  

New Delhi  

  

NCT of Delhi as capital has so many advantages but NCT of Delhi is not a full state by the 

constitution and some of its power is shared by the central government like state police etc. New 

Delhi has been the most applauded state in the country for improving education and education 

institutions. If we can see below the figures the expenditure on Education of the Delhi 

government is always increasing and the education sector is one of the sectors which have the 

highest budget allocation in the economy. If we look into the budget allocation for the Higher 

Education of last few years was 352 crore in 2017-18 which has been increased every year from 

Rs 403 crore in the 2018-19 year to Rs 519 crore for 2019-20 financial year (Government of 

NCT OF Delhi, 2020). 



34 
 

 

 

  Sources: Economic Survey of Delhi  

  

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh is the second-largest state by area in the country which has a population spread 

all over the state. Although through expansion of the education system in the country, Madhya 

Pradesh has been also expanded in higher education institutions. We can see from the below 

figures that the budget allocation for education by the Madhya Pradesh government has 

fluctuated drastically in the last budget allocation.  

Also, we can see that the budget allocation for the education of Madhya Pradesh has been lower 

than the average of most states of last year. The budget allocation for education by Madhya 

Pradesh in 2019-20 was lower than the average expenditure allocated to education by other states 

(using 2018-19 BE). The budget allocation for education by the Madhya Pradesh government is 

lower than the average expenditure allocated to education in 2018-2019 by 18 other states (using 

2017-18 BE) (PRS Legislative Research. 2021). 
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Chhattisgarh 

Chhattisgarh is one of the newly formed states which separated from Madhya Pradesh in 2000. 

Chhattisgarh is one of the states with the highest population of Scheduled Tribe people. From the 

below, we can see that Chhattisgarh has been consistent in % of budget allocation for education. 

The budget allocated for the education by Chhattisgarh government is higher than the average 

expenditure allocated to education in 2019-20 by other states (using 2018-19 BE). And the 

budget allocated for education by Chhattisgarh is marginally higher than the average expenditure 

allocated to education in 2018-19 by 18 other states (using 2017-18 BE) (PRS Legislative 

Research. 2020) 

   

Financial Year Percentage of Budget 

allocation for Education 

out of total budget 

Average % expenditure of 

states last year budget on 

education 

2019-20 15.1% 15.9% of 27 states 

2018-19 12.9% 16.1% of 19 states 

2017-18 16.7%  

Financial Year Percentage of Budget 

allocation for Education 

Average % expenditure of 

states last year budget on 

education 
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2019-20 18.1% 15.9% of 27 states 

2018-19 18.5% 16.1% of 19 states 

2017-18 19.3%  
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Methodology 

In this part of my thesis, I will be looking into the methodology used in my research, which is a 

very crucial part of any research. I will be discussing it in two parts qualitative and quantitative 

methods I have used in my research. I will explain from where I have extracted data for my 

research. I will also mention how I have gained data and the techniques of research. 

Quantitative Method 

  

When I decided to take look into the barriers in access to applicants from the disadvantaged 

group in higher education and comparing three states I knew that I will use the quantitative 

method for analyzing various data’s of these states. I have used various data (like enrollment, 

education attainment, etc) of these states and compared them for research. The quantitative 

method included statistical analysis and the quantitative analysis which helped to analyze the 

data produced by various National and International institution surveys like All India Survey on 

Higher Education produced by the Ministry of education in 2018-2019, Data from World bank 

documents, data’s from the census conducted by the government of India, etc (Department of 

Higher Education, Ministry of Human resource development, 2016). I have used Statistics and 

Mathematics to obtain information from different data sources of different periods so that I can 

analyze the growth or decrement. I have also analyzed the data of disadvantaged groups on 

Higher education produced by the Government of states like analyzing the data of economic 

survey conducted by the government and also from disadvantaged group commission data 

conducted by various states commission.  
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Qualitative Method 

  

In my research, I have used the Qualitative method as I have done a descriptive analysis of 

various policies on education and welfare made by different central and state governments. I 

have evaluated previous policies and how it changes in these years. I have compared the 

measures by different governments in my research. I have also examined the investment into the 

development of a sustainable education model as well as the different government allocation for 

higher education from the budget. I have read the research papers from researchers, 

academicians, policymakers who are working in many governments or assisted government in 

policy implementation. I have taken into consideration the various commissions made for policy 

change and recommendations in order to look into the mindset of bureaucrats, policymakers, etc. 

 

 

Conceptual /theoretical underpinning 

In this research, I will be using the Advocacy Coalition Framework as an Actor-Centered 

Approach to Policy Implementation. It explores the role of all the policy actors involved in 

policy formulation and implementation like different governments. It assesses the central 

government, state government, private sector, and civil society for motivating to implement 

public policy through coalition. The Advocacy coalition framework theory is applied to see the 

effectiveness of coalition towards policy suggestion or additional policies which have an impact 

on policy Implementation. In India’s case the constitutional power to take action for education 

was given only to the central government but after the 42nd amendment of the constitution in 

1976 in which Education was added to the concurrent list from central government list which 
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means education became the responsibility of both central and state government (Sen, D., 2016). 

As described by the author “In order to increase their chances of success, actors seek allies with 

similar basic beliefs (policy core beliefs), coordinate their actions with them and thus form a kind 

of policy communities – advocacy coalitions”. After the 42nd amendment, the state government 

also became the policy actor to solve the policy problems. For the success of education policy, 

the central and state governments have to work in coordination to provide higher education to all 

the citizens regardless of caste, creed, religion, economic situation. This approach has helped in 

knowing the effectiveness of policy formulated by different states. It also outlines the gap which 

hampers the policy success (Chikowore, A., 2018). 

  

For implementation and success of policies for providing equal access to applicants from the 

disadvantaged group in higher education effective participation of every actor was needed as it is 

one of the important points for actor-centered approach in advocacy coalition framework. 

According to this approach, the policy formulation and implementation effectiveness will only 

be possible if all the actors must play their roles or do their parts. There are mainly two types of 

actors the formal and informal actors, the formal are those who are directly involved in 

formulating and implementing policy, in this case, the state governments its official, bureaucrats, 

legislators, executive and judiciaries are the formal actors and the informal actors are the one 

those who are affected and those who provide ideas for policy formulation like in this the ruling 

political parties, researchers, media, think tanks, etc. Carney(2012) stated about what Sabatier 

and Jenkins's smiths posit about the Advocacy Coalition Framework that policy process is 

described as a space of competition who have the same belief for solving the policy problem. 

Carney (2013) also stated that policy subsystems usually have competition or policy beliefs to 
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solve the policy problem. Carney(2014) in its another explanation of regarding the advocacy 

coalition framework that ACF seeks to look into the various policy-making subsystem which has 

multiple actors and levels of government. If we apply various explanations regarding ACF, we 

can see that ACF is perfectly suitable in our research as central and state governments are policy 

subsystem who shares common belief for policy problem. Also, the education policy was made 

from recommendation by the different actors like experts through commission recommendation, 

suggestion, by researcher’s contribution towards the higher education, by putting forward in 

news by media, by putting as an agenda by the political party regarding the barriers faced by 

applicants from the disadvantaged group (Deccan Herald, 2012) (Chowdhury, S., 2019). 

Although after the main education policy was made by the central government, the state 

government extends their policy towards providing the means or resources through policy for 

applicants from the disadvantaged group in order to achieve their higher education. The different 

state policy which provides benefits to the disadvantaged group was examined in this paper 

which shows how the state government implemented their policy to solve the policy problem. 

Also, India is a quasi-federal state which has elected official of central and state levels. The 

political parties which are ruling central government may not get elected in some of the state 

government. Different political parties govern central and state governments which makes 

sometimes a competition between the state and central government to achieve the same goals and 

to solve policy problem (Chikowore, A., 2018) 
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In my research, I will analyze the policies of state government which is made to provide an 

access to applicants of disadvantaged groups in higher education. I will look into how the policy 

is implemented by the state governments (NCT of Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh) 

and I will compare those policies in order to look how New Delhi’s state government policy or 

action was more effective than Madhya Pradesh and State government’s policy through 

Advocacy Coalition framework.    

 

Data sources 

  

I have used both primary source data and secondary source data. I have mainly taken data from 

the All India Survey on Higher Education (2018-19) and Census India 2011 which is the primary 

data source. All India Survey on Higher Education is a survey task force by the Department of 

Higher Education, Ministry of Education, UGC, AICTE, etc. for the analysis of higher education 

conducted every year. Census India is a survey about the population and population of a specific 

community it happens every 10 years. I have also used secondary source data like Economic 

Survey of Delhi is data produced by the Planning Department, Government of NCT of Delhi 

every year about the budget expenditure, data related to economic achievement, etc. Also, Social 

Welfare Department produces the data related to the socially disadvantaged group like SC and 

ST regarding most of the attainment, schemes, etc. I have also used World Bank document data 

which is secondary sources data which is produced by the International Organization World 

Bank. There are some more data collected from secondary sources. 
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The mode of higher education administration in India and the selected states 

 

The Higher Education in India is administered by the University Grant Commission which 

coordinates between the center and state and looks for the maintenance of standard of 

universities in India. University Grants Commission was set up in 1945 by the government to 

oversee the three universities Aligarh, Banaras, and Delhi which extended to all over the country. 

Central Universities are run and funded by the department of higher education in the Ministry of 

Education. State Universities are run and funded by the government of each state/union territory. 

The state universities are mainly overseen by the department of higher education of that state/ 

union territories and all decision of state universities are taken by the department of higher 

education of that state. For central universities, this power is given to the department of higher 

education under the ministry of education of India. All the colleges and institutions are affiliated 

with these universities. Private universities are approved by the University grant commission but 

they are not allowed to affiliate the colleges off campus (Ranjan Ravi, N., 2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



43 
 

Process of or transition from secondary education to higher education 

 

The school education is divided into different levels where children from age 6-14 years or up to 

8th grade are often known as primary or elementary education. After that students from 14-18 

years of age or from 9th to 12th grade are called secondary education. In some states, the last two 

years of secondary education are called higher secondary education. After that, if a student 

passes his 12th grade he enters tertiary education. In some colleges, there are entrance exams for 

enrolling in the college, and in some, it is on the merit-based requirement.  

In the below diagram you can see the structure of Indian Education (TILAK, J. and Biswal, B., 

2015). Although after the National Education Policy there is little change in the system. 

  

   

Sources: TILAK, J. and Biswal, B., 2015 
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Empirical research (why India has 95% enrollment in primary education but not in higher 

education?) 

  

India’s education system has increased significantly both in a matter of enrollment rate, 

education attainment rate, and a number of institutions, etc. However, the central government has 

played an important role in increasing the enrollment rate in primary education from its various 

policies and initiatives towards the school education like making the right to elementary 

education free, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, providing a free meal to children through Mid-day meal 

scheme, etc. This step has no doubt has made an elementary education for all achievable but 

there was a major concern that always there of proving quality education and of the internal 

efficiency of the school. Because of low-quality education, the majority of the student cannot 

pass the exam of 10th grade which limits the student's eligibility for pursuing tertiary education. 

Also, the small proportion of the students of the disadvantaged group from women, socio-

economic, minority and regional groups can make it to the tertiary education because of the 

different reason some chose not go to tertiary education like females who gets married, for going 

to work in the labor market, find tertiary education expensive, etc. This can be also seen as the 

major challenge for the education system as the demand of eligible students for tertiary education 

cannot be fulfilled and cannot contribute to the education sector expansion. (TILAK, J. and 

Biswal, B, K., 2015) 
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Findings 

 

In this part, I will be discussing what I have found in my research and the literature review. This 

part will cover the finding of the various government policies, their implementation, budget 

expenditure, expansion of education and all the factors or variable that affects the education.   

NCT of Delhi 

After the analysis of the policies/schemes that support the applicant from the disadvantaged 

group in access to higher education, I have found that policies/schemes that benefit the applicant 

from the disadvantaged group are more balanced as there are policies for both socially and 

economically backward class rather than just socially backward. One of the schemes also 

provides the loan at a very low-interest rate for studies and skill development. This loan is 

provided without collateral security etc.   

In NCT of Delhi, the total number of colleges are 180 which includes private (aided and non 

aided) Higher education institution and government higher education institution. According to 

AISHE 2018-19 report, the number of private (aided and unaided) colleges is 78(2 colleges 

didn’t respond to the report) and the government colleges are 100. The total numbers of 

universities in New Delhi are 27 out of which 4 are central universities. The colleges per lakh 

population of NCT of Delhi are 8 and the average enrollment in the college is 1562. Hence in 

Delhi, there are more public colleges than private ones which have a lot of seats in every college. 

The total budget expenditure on Education of the NCT of Delhi has significantly increased 

during the year 2011-12 to 2018-19 from 18% to 26% out of the total budget expenditure. NCT 

of Delhi government has been applauded since last few years about their school education 

reforms as effective policies formulation and implementation to change the education system has 
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been witnessed. Behind the success of school education in Delhi are various factors like restoring 

the agency of school leaders, decentralization of school management, collaborating across 

departments and stakeholders, and change in decision making quicker only after listening to what 

other actors need (The Bastion, Talreja, V. and Bhat, S., 2020). 

 

Madhya Pradesh 

 

After looking into the Madhya Pradesh government policies or action for the access in higher 

education to the disadvantaged group, I have found that the policies of the Madhya Pradesh 

government are more balanced for the benefit provided to applicants for studies as well as for 

their accommodation but the policies are more focusing towards applicants from Scheduled 

Caste (SC). There is less policy/scheme which focuses or provide financial support to applicants 

from the Scheduled Tribe and OBC group which has a more population in the state as compared 

to Scheduled Caste (SC) and whose major population lives in a rural part of India( Scheduled 

Caste and Scheduled Tribe is 15.62% and 21.09% of the total population of Madhya Pradesh). 

Also, the policies/schemes which provide aid to applicants from disadvantaged are given for the 

preparation of competitive exam instead of contributing to skill development and education 

programs which will make them efficient in their job as not all people want to become civil 

servants or interesting in giving the competitive exam. Also, there are no policies for 

economically backward class people as there are so many people who are not socially backward 

but economically. There is no low-interest loan scheme for people are provided by the 

government as the private bank charge much more interest and ask for collateral security. In 

Madhya Pradesh, the higher education system is lacking from many problems like it is not 
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efficient, transparent, democratic, and student-focused which has direct consequences on the 

access of higher education to a disadvantaged group. 

In Madhya Pradesh, the total number of colleges is 2191 which includes private (aided and non 

aided) colleges and government colleges. According to AISHE 2018-19 report, the number of 

private (aided and unaided) colleges is 1289(some college didn’t colleges didn’t respond to the 

report) and the government colleges are 605. The total numbers of universities in New Delhi are 

65 out of which 2 are central universities. The college per lakh population is 24 and the average 

enrollment per college is 734. In Madhya Pradesh government colleges is half than the private 

college but the choice of colleges for studies is more.  

The total budget allocation for the education of Madhya Pradesh was fluctuating during the 

years. Madhya Pradesh is the second-largest state by area and the budget of the state has been 

slower than the average budget of the different states of last years. There has been no major 

policy change seen in the education sector even for school education. 

Chhattisgarh   

From the analysis of the schemes/policies of the Chhattisgarh government, I have found out that 

the support/ benefit provided for higher education to the disadvantaged group is less. There are 

fewer policies that support the applicant from the disadvantaged group for studies and other 

expenses. Chhattisgarh is the state with the highest Scheduled Tribe (ST) population who mostly 

lives in rural areas as there is no specific scheme for them. The policies are particularly in 

socially backward areas and not for applicants from economically backward backgrounds. There 

is no policy/scheme that provides the benefit of taking a loan at a low-interest rate and with no 

collateral security. 
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In Chhattisgarh, the total number of colleges is 760 which includes private (aided and non aided) 

colleges and government colleges. According to AISHE 2018-19 report, the number of private 

(aided and unaided) colleges is 405(some college didn’t colleges didn’t respond to the report) 

and the government colleges are 354. The total numbers of universities in New Delhi are 28 out 

of which 1 is central universities. In Chhattisgarh, colleges per lakh population are 24 and the 

average enrollment per college is 565. The private colleges in Chhattisgarh are more than 

government colleges but the applicants have more choice for college. 

The total budget allocation for the education of Chhattisgarh has been increasing in the last few 

years. In various reports, Chhattisgarh has been stated as one of the states who spend the largest 

share in education. There have not been any major policy changes that took place even in school 

education.   

It was also found from the theoretical analysis and empirical evidence that the actor-centered 

approach model is completely applying to my research to analyze the implementation of policies 

by the various state government and expected results of the research. As we can see from the 

political system puts the input in the process the problem identification, putting forward 

problems and agenda-setting by looking into the various non-state actors involved in the political 

system like various political parties in state and all over India, NGOs, Media, Think tanks and 

academic researchers. Then various state actors like state and central governments, Bureaucrats, 

etc come together in the coalition in policy core belief to take action and make policy which 

comes in form of policy outcomes like reservation of seats in government institutions (quota 

system), scholarship, increment in budget expenditure in education, collateral, and low-interest 

rate loans, skill development schemes, expansion of the private sector, etc. After analyzing all 
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these processes I have analyzed the enrollment rate, education attainment rate, etc of applicants 

from disadvantaged groups.  

  

 

Adaptation from the chick wore, A., 2018. Advocacy Coalition Framework as an Actor-Centred 

Approach to Policy Formulation and Implementation in analyzing the role of various 

governments in coalition to reduce the barriers to accessing higher education for the applicants 

from disadvantaged groups. 
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Discussion of findings 

From the theoretical analysis and empirical evidence, I have found strong evidence that the Delhi 

state government has a core policy belief like the central government of supporting the applicant 

from the disadvantaged group in accessing the higher education are more effective than Madhya 

Pradesh and Chhattisgarh through the policies and actions. NCT of Delhi a state of around 20 

million residents who are also capital of the country got more economic development and mostly 

depends on Industries and service sector. The support from the central government to New Delhi 

is more because of being the capital in past years than Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. This 

comparison will be biased if we will see it that way but if look into the perspective of the 

disadvantaged group then it is rather desirable to compare. As all the three states have more than 

60% of the population is socially backward that means they belong to Scheduled Caste (SC), 

Scheduled Tribe (ST), and Other Backward Castes (OBC). Madhya Pradesh is the 5th most 

populated state in the country with more than a 70million residents in the state. The Madhya 

Pradesh state’s economy is mostly based on the agriculture sector. Chhattisgarh state was the 

part of Madhya Pradesh till 2000 after separation Chhattisgarh has progressed in many ways as 

Chhattisgarh is a mineral-rich state but it is one of the states with the largest percentage of people 

comes from Scheduled Tribe who are mostly residing in rural areas. The National Education 

Policy applies to all the states and the budget of the central government of education is separate 

for states. Although the states have the power to implement the policies make a budget allocation 

for the education sector and the benefits of the disadvantaged group.  

 As Delhi’s most of the population lives in the city, the social factor which are barriers to access 

higher education is less than Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh who’s most of the population 

resides in rural areas. Also if we look into the economic factor as a barrier, the average per capita 
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income of the NCT of Delhi is almost three times of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. While 

the people who are living below the poverty line in Madhya Pradesh is three times more than 

New Delhi and in Chhattisgarh’s case it is 4 times than Delhi where people are living below the 

poverty line. Also, it is practically feasible to compare the barriers of access to higher education 

to applicants from these states because it is statistically proved that if the income of the family is 

higher then there will be Higher education for their children (Tilak, J. and Choudhary, P., 2020). 

If we consider the above study then it is obvious that Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have 

three and four-time more people who are living in poverty or whose income of the family is low.  

The interconnectedness between the social and economic factors in India’s case is very much 

possible because of the long back history. Although, it may be safely assumed that the lower 

quintiles that are poor include the majority of the students belonging to scheduled caste and 

scheduled tribe students. Thus inequality in attending higher education and family expenditure 

on higher education by the economic status of the household is analyzed here by gender, social 

groups, location of the household (rural/urban), and institution type (Tilak, J. and Choudhary, P., 

2020). The disparities between the rural and urban have been also one of the factors for the low 

enrollment rate in higher education as the rural parts in India still lag in many ways like lack of 

infrastructure, basic facilities, and lack of colleges in rural India. 

The policies and schemes which are made for the applicant of the disadvantaged group are 

diverse and helping them in ways of paying their fees, giving allowances for living, for 

stationery, giving quota in the education institution, providing the collateral-free loan, skill 

development schemes, etc. The research found that New Delhi’s government policy is more 

balanced as it focuses both on socially(concerning SC and ST) and economically backward 

applicants, also they have a policy for paying tuition fees, living allowance, Loans for studies, 
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skill development programs, etc. By the Madhya Pradesh government, there is a scheme which is 

focusing more on Scheduled caste people than Scheduled Tribe, also there is no policy that 

supports economically backward applicants. Madhya Pradesh's government policies are more 

focused on competitive exams rather than skill development as we know that to be eligible for 

this exam is to have an under graduation degree or higher education without it people can’t give 

an exam. The government’s approach to providing financial assistance for later studies than the 

mandatory study is ambiguous and also not all people don’t want to become civil servants. There 

is no policy of the government which provides loans to students from a disadvantaged group. 

There is mainly one policy implemented by the Chhattisgarh state government although it covers 

all socially disadvantaged groups SC, ST, and OBC there is no policy for the economically 

backward applicant. Also, there is no policy for providing loans and skill development programs. 

Although, all the state has specified quota for socially disadvantaged group applicant in the 

higher education institution and government jobs. 

  As we can see that the education sector has expanded widely in a couple of decades, this surely 

has a positive effect on the enrollment rate of higher education. This expansion of the education 

system is also to be contributed by the private institution. The private sector has played a major 

role in the expansion and increasing accessibility of education in Madhya Pradesh and 

Chhattisgarh. In Delhi there is not much expansion happened of the private sector and there are 

more government institutions than private unlike Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. This is one 

of the major points or advantages for Delhi state as there were two main factors out of this 

situation that contributed towards the upliftment of disadvantaged groups in Higher education. 

The first point is the quota system for reservation of seats is applicable for the disadvantaged 

group in all the government institution as there is more government institution there are more 
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seats reserved for institution/ universities the applicant from a disadvantaged group. The second 

point is of the tuition fees in government universities and institution is desirably low than the 

private sector. The expansion of the higher education sector because of the private sector was 

somehow was appreciable but the unaffordability of education in the private sector for most of 

the weaker section was always a concern in India (Agarwal, P, (2006)). Hence this is one of the 

main points why higher education is affordable in New Delhi and not in Madhya Pradesh and 

Chhattisgarh. 

One of the main factors is also about providing quality education in primary education. Indian 

education system achieved a lot in primary in terms of enrollment because of good policy 

implementation like free elementary education for all, mid-day meal, etc but the quality of 

education was always the concern as because of low-quality education students cannot pass the 

exam to be eligible for higher education and loose motivation in education (TILAK, J. and 

Biswal, B, K., 2015).  

Delhi government has been applauded since last few years about their school education reforms 

as effective policies formulation and implementation to change the education system has been 

seen. Behind the success of school education in Delhi are various factors like restoring the 

agency of school leaders, decentralization of school management, collaborating across 

departments and stakeholders, and change in decision making quicker only after listening to what 

other actors need (The Bastion, Talreja, V. and Bhat, S., 2020). Providing good quality primary 

education has its effect on the overall education section which is always a matter of concern in 

Madhya Pradesh (Pratibha Parv, 2015) and Chhattisgarh (Pankaj, A., Mitra, S., and Borah, A., 

2018). 
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As we know that various government comes with the agendas and priorities like Tony Blair’s 

election campaign ’Education Education Education in England. These promises or policies or 

actions are analyzed in terms of the government’s focus like the budget allocation, policy 

reforms, new commission to control specific things, etc. In India’s case, the federal structure of 

the government allows states to priorities their action towards their goals. One of the things to 

measure the actions of the government in education is the allocation of budget for education. The 

budget allocation of Delhi state government for education is one of the highest in the country as 

we can see that their percentage of education budget out of total budget has increased 

significantly in few years, unlike Madhya Pradesh where the percentage of education budget has 

fluctuating up and down in last few years. Chhattisgarh's budget allocation for education has 

increased consistently but poor policy formulation and implementation hampering all.  

There is a chain in inequality as inequality in access to higher education leads to inequality in 

getting labor market information, which will have an effect on the economic condition of the 

disadvantaged group to have employment and the participation in the market which will lead to 

inequalities in paying capacity or inequality in salaries which creates the socio-economic and 

political inequalities. Hence in order to enhance and gain development in the society every 

section of the society must be given equal opportunity to access higher education. And the 

economic returns in providing education to the weaker section are analyzed to be much more 

than their counterpart (Tilak, Jandhyala B.G. (1987)). 
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Conclusion 

 

From the above research, I have found that there are mainly social and economical barriers but 

these barriers are often interconnected between various other factors like region, gender 

disparities, etc. The historical social factors of India like the caste system have also an economic 

effect on the certain weaker section of the society till now. As the previous governments of India 

have implemented various policies, legislation, commission to curb the problems of social 

inequalities in the country. Not just social factor has to be blamed for inequalities but the big 

dividend differences in the economic situation in the country have challenged all the sectors. 

Education is not the responsibility of the central government but also of state governments. The 

state has significant power to change the education system in their state. Some government’s 

good educational policy implementation will make or increase the accessibility of the 

disadvantaged group applicants. NCT of Delhi government was more successful in the 

implementation of good policy tried to decrease the barrier that was stopping the applicant from 

disadvantaged group to access Higher education as the policy/legislation of NCT of Delhi are 

more balanced which cover every disadvantaged group and other factors like providing the loan 

and skill development schemes than the Madhya whose policies were not covering all the 

disadvantaged group and they are more focused on the later stage of studies than the initial like 

scholarship for competitive which not all people pursue to do also there is no loan and skill 

development programs likewise Chhattisgarh governments policy could not be able to remove 

the barriers that were hindering applicant from getting higher education which has few policies 

to support the applicant from the disadvantaged group which doesn’t cover all disadvantaged 

group and aspect. They also don’t have a collateral-free loan and skill development program for 
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students. We have analyzed that the Delhi has more government institution than private which 

means applicants from the disadvantaged group have more places to study at higher institutions 

and tuition fees is less compare to Private institution which is not the case with Madhya Pradesh 

and Chhattisgarh. The per capita income of NCT of Delhi is three times of Madhya Pradesh and 

Chhattisgarh which shows the more the income is the more educated their children are. From the 

research, it is also found the New Delhi’s government has acted or is more concerned about the 

education sector than Madhya Pradesh in terms of budget expenditure. Chhattisgarh had good 

budget expenditure but due to poor policy formulation and implementation, Chhattisgarh was not 

able to decrease the barriers or convey its policy to beneficiaries. From all the above studies and 

research (the empirical evidence) it is found that New Delhi’s state government policies are more 

effective and the policy implementation by the state government was more successful than the 

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Apart from these, Delhi’s primary education is also much 

better than the Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.   

   In the research, it is also found that Madhya Pradesh has a less disadvantaged group population 

than Chhattisgarh. Chhattisgarh’s per capita income is more than Madhya Pradesh and 

Chhattisgarh has more budget allocation for the education sector than Madhya Pradesh but the 

policy implementation in Madhya Pradesh is more effective than the Chhattisgarh.  
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