
Abstract 

The diploma thesis deals with media freedom in the Visegrád Group countries (Czechia, 

Slovakia, Poland, Hungary) from the perspective of professional journalists. It aims to map how 

journalists in these four countries perceive freedom in relation to their profession - how they 

understand the concept of freedom of expression, what threatens freedom of expression or 

freedom of the media according to them, how free they feel in their profession and what is the 

trend regarding media freedom in the coming years in their opinion. The theoretical part 

thoroughly captures the historical development of freedom of expression, its legal protection in 

constitutional documents and international conventions, the limits of freedom of expression as 

well as forms of its restriction. It also introduces the most important non-governmental non-

profit organizations monitoring media freedom in the world and presents the media 

environment in each country. The theoretical part also pursues the perception and approach of 

professional journalists to freedom of expression, media freedom and other journalistic 

concepts and values. The analytical part then follows a journalistic professional discourse in 

the form of a qualitative analysis based on semi-structured in-depth interviews with active 

journalists from the Visegrád Group countries. Using qualitative coding techniques (open and 

axial coding from grounded theory), a typology of different approaches of journalists in the 

observed region is created. Data obtained in individual national contexts are then compared and 

evaluated in relation to existing research. 

 


