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Comments of the referee on the thesis highlights and shortcomings.

1) Theoretical background:

Let me start with a general comment on the challenge faced by the Author which made it next to
impossible to write a fully rewarding thesis on his chosen topic. On seeing the title of the thesis:
“Confucian Values and the Chinese Political Tradition” and knowing — be it from mass media — that
the current political developments in the People’s Republic of China manifest significant and
intriguing influences by the Confucian political tradition (which was still a living tradition as
recently as 100 years ago, even after the deposition of Puyi), one would expect that at least a small
part of thesis will be devoted to make the connection between the past and the present of the
Chinese politics. Despite repeated encouragement, that turned out to be impossible (for
understandable reasons), therefore all the material was necessarily pressed into a tight ideological
corset denoted as “basic Marxist theory” or “Marxist theory of cultural criticism” as the de facto
only explicit theoretical background of the thesis. More importantly, the Author had to focus on the
sufficiently distant past to make the application of the “Marxist theory of cultural criticism” in a
grand sweep possible, but the price for it was making impossible bringing out the implications of
his analyses for the contemporary political context. Needless to say, it is acceptable to write a thesis
(or any scholarly work) on a topic in history of political thought, but the application of the basic
Marxist framework made the flow of the work all too predictable. Having said that, the Author
executes his project consequently and with basic methodological self-awareness.

2) Contribution:

The above ideological constraints prevented the Author from allowing himself a greater
independence and originality in the treatment of the theme. Since the entire “story” of the “Chinese
political tradition” had to be told from the pre-established ideological point of view, the only thing
that the Author could do was to follow the lead of the contemporary Chinese scholars in mapping
the Marxist assessment of the “traditional Chinese politics”. There are occasional flashes of
individuality in the treatment of some themes that show the Author’s sophisticated intellect which
make the reader suspect that the Author is capable of far greater intellectual independence.

3) Methods:
Methodology of the thesis may be its greatest weakness which is a pity, since given that the Author
has consciously adopted the Marxist theory of cultural criticism as his method, it should be




relatively easy to make it more explicit exactly this method operates and how it influences the
Author’s conclusions. Instead, we get the general declaration (repeated three times in the course of
the thesis) that the Author follows the “Marxist theory” and, as the most detailed intellectual
exposition of the Marxist theory we treated with Marx’s enlightening insight that “it is not people's
consciousness that determines people's existence; on the contrary, it is people's social existence that
determines people's consciousness” ... One Marxist methodological idea that is utilized throughout
the work to a good effect is ‘external rationality’ (in the Hegelian sense of rationality as necessity)
and it is this concept that the Author uses intelligently to be able to say something positive about the
Confucian tradition within the ideological constraints of his overall theoretical framework.

4) Literature:

The scope of the literature used in the work is most impressive and, as the supervisor, | am aware
that a lot of reading and work has been put into this thesis. The literature is all recent and well
selected.

5) Manuscript form:

From the linguistic and stylistic point of view, the thesis is quite impressive, given the enormity of
the challenge. All thoughts and ideas are expressed clearly and without conceptual ambiguities.
Editorial lapses are minor and rare.

QUESTIONS to the Author:
(&) Which features of the Confucian social ideal influence most social, economic and political
life of today’s China?
(b) Which of the leading political thinkers of the West might approve of the main principles of
the Chinese/Confucian political tradition?
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