
Abstract 

Title:  Specification of criteria for the selection of football talents in Sport Invest 

agency 

Objectives:  The main aim of this work is to compile a shortlist of the most important 

criteria, according to which it is possible to select football talents in the 

U15 category from the perspective of the representative agency. 

Methods:  Qualitative research methods were used to create the shortlist of the most 

important criteria in the selection of football talents. The shortlist of 

criteria that are followed when selecting the talents was determined by 

using a semi-structured interview with professional coaches. It was 

consequently narrowed by scaling each criterion into the final form of the 

most important criteria for the identification of football talents in the U15 

category. 

Results:  The result of the bachelor's thesis is the compilation of a shortlist of 

criteria that will support the identification of football talents in the U15 

category. Based on semi-structured interviews with professional trainers, 

94 criteria were identified. By using the scaling method, 20 of the criteria 

were determined as monitored for individual football positions and 

considered to be significant by interviewed coaches. For example taking 

the ball, tactical behaviour in the defensive phase, communicativeness or 

attack support are the most important criteria as for football defenders. In 

the case of midfielders, the interviewed coaches mostly watch passing the 

ball, leading the ball, checking the space, speed or the correct position in 

the game system. As for attackers the most important factors are shooting, 

processing and taking over the ball, choosing a place in the penalty area or 

completing and finishing offensive situations. When comparing the 

shortlist includes, for example, space control, the ability to renumber 

opponents, pressing or the correct position in the game system. On the 

contrary the list used by Sport Invest agency includes, for example, playing 

with your back to the opponent's goal, kicking the "weaker legs" technique 

or covering the ball. 
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