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Abstract 

This Bachelor thesis deals with the implied power of U.S. Congress to conduct oversight. 

With the exception of the impeachment process that is defined in Article I, the U.S. 

Constitution does not explicitly state what oversight is and how is it to be administered, 

thus the goal of this thesis is to explore the theoretical background surrounding oversight, 

its genesis, techniques, processes, and tools. Focus is given to pertinent Supreme Court 

rulings, as well as specific mechanisms of oversight, with deeper dive into investigative 

oversight. Data-based approach in the second part then examines and compares the 

number of hearings held in Congress in the past 12 years. The aim is to determine if there 

is a correlation between the level of congressional oversight activity, partisan majority, 

and the President’s party affiliation and what might be some observable trends in the 

researched period. The conclusion is that while both parties exhibit on average the same 

level of oversight, less oversight hearings are held when the majority in a chamber is the 

same as that of the President and vice versa. Also, the total number of hearings steadily 

decreased over the researched period and the party divide in Congress and oversight 

appears to be growing. 

 

 


