
Report on Bachelor Thesis 

Institute of Economic Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in Prague 

 

Student: Ksenia Karavaeva 

Advisor: Doc. Ing. Tomáš Cahlík, CSc. 

Title of the thesis: 
The Relationship between Sustainable Development 
and GDP Growth in EU Countries 

 

 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 
Please provide your assessment of each of the following four categories, summary and 
suggested questions for the discussion. The minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
Contribution 
 
Ksenia makes a study on the link between four areas specified among Sustainable Development 
Goals – poverty, inequality, health and education – and economic growth. Her study has two main 
parts: in the 2

nd
 chapter she makes a nice literature survey, on almost 15 pages, and in the 3

rd
 chapter 

she makes an econometric analysis concerning those four links mentioned above (on 12 pages). I like 
the summarization of literature in a table form in the 2

nd
 chapter, but formally I miss naming of the 

table. Ksenia´s econometric analysis is quite standard and surely brings some new empirical results 
into the broad already existing empirical knowledge. 
 
Methods 
 
Ksenia used Python so I have not had the possibility to check her methods in detail. She works with 
panel data for 27 EU countries from 1990 to 2019, as a whole and divided into the “old members” and 
“new members”. She uses two basic panel data estimators, FE and RE and describes the basic tests 
she used for testing different assumptions.  Her use of methods is acceptable for the bacholor´s level, 
especially if we take into consideration that she had just Econometrics I.  
 
Literature 
 
Ksenia has a nice literature review in the 2

nd
 chapter and about 80 items in her references.  I think she 

works with literature well. 
 
Manuscript form 
 
Ksenia´s thesis is formally cultivated, it is well structured and written in a good English.  
 
Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
 
Ksenia has written her thesis about an interesting topic. She builds up on previous literature, makes a 
nice survey of it and presents a solid piece of econometric analysis.  
I suggest two topics for the discussion during defense: 

1. The advantage of using Python in comparison with R. R is the standard software used in our 
econometric courses, I think that Ksenia had to work a lot in learning Python and she must 
have had a good reason for it. 

2. Some among those almost 80 items in Ksenia´s references are quite demanding, it would be 
nice if Ksenia clarified  e.g. how she has used 
Marquez-Ramos, Laura, and Estefanía Mourelle. ‘Education and Economic Growth: An Empirical 

Analysis of Nonlinearities’. Applied Economic Analysis 27, no. 79 (1 January 2019): 21–45. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/AEA-06-2019-0005. 

 
The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 
sources. 
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Ksenia has shown the ability to deliver a cultivated text and to use econometric methods on a level 
appropriate to the bachelor´s degree. In my view, the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor 
thesis at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, I recommend it for the defense and 
suggest a grade C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 15 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 17 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 20 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 20 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 72 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) C 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 
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