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Průběh obhajoby: Matěj Teiml started with the outline of his presentation. He

highlighted the general focus of the thesis on current trends and
patterns related to meat consumption but did not specify the research
question or hypotheses. He discussed the methodology used: data
collection is based on EUROSTAT, FAOSTAT, UNECE; panel data-
related econometric methodology is applied (pooled OLS, RE, and
FE models); three standard tests (poolability test, LM test, Hausman
test) to choose the appropriate estimator were mentioned. No
econometric specification of any model was presented. The main
results were interpreted only qualitatively: the variety of the
individual propensity to meat consumption varies across EU
countries, switching to poultry from bovine meat was explained by
the income effect. In the conclusion the student admitted that the
results were not interpreted correctly, the individual propensity could
have been researched more thoroughly and the variables could have
been used “better”.

After the presentation, main comments from the supervisor’s and
opponent’s reports, which both suggest grade F, were discussed. The
committee members also asked their own questions. The student
answered vaguely when asked to suggest steps for improving the
thesis according to the comments. The difference between the
country FE and time FE, which is not well elaborated in the work,
was discussed. The price effect (national, international) is not
considered, which the student attributed to the inaccessibility of the
data at the EU level (the committee disagrees with this argument),
commodity exchanges as data were not considered. Next, when
asked about the contribution of his thesis the student admitted that
contribution could have been improved but actually did not provide
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any additional details about the contribution relative to the existing
literature. The student was not able to interpret the numerical
estimates from his thesis. Finally, the discrimination between pooled
OLS and FE/RE was discussed. The committee concluded by the
summary question on the main research hypothesis, the
trends/patterns found, and the main implications of the research. The
reactions of the student were generally unsatisfactory.

The opponent report mentions that the thesis does not fulfill the
required length but, in fact, the thesis meets the updated
requirements. Therefore, the committee has not taken this remark
into account at all when making the decision about the final
evaluation of the thesis, and the student was informed about this.

To summarize, the committee shares the view of the supervisor and
the opponent that the thesis in its current form does not fulfill the
requirements for a bachelor thesis on IES. The main shortcomings
include insufficient motivation and introduction, not specifying the
research question and the aim of the thesis, not specifying the
contribution of the thesis relative to the existing knowledge, a lack of
a synthesis of the existing related literature on the topic, not
controlling for important and easily available variables in the
regressions, and confusing interpretation of the results.
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