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The student motivated his research by the overall information about
the suicidal rate according to WHO, the potential impact of weather,
and the relation to the social cost of carbon. The manual data
collection and its specifics were explained in detail. The funnel plot
for detection of the publication bias was commented first, and then
the publication bias regression was presented with potential
improvements via the BMA heterogeneity study. The main results on
the main beyond bias and the significance of the SE variable were
explained well. Further, results of the BMA were presented,
suggesting that the most probable model only includes SE. The
committee initiated the discussion about the assumptions beyond the
analysis, which the student could explain perfectly. The numerical
difference between the presented results was discussed, focusing on
the differences between OLS/FE/RE estimates. The big picture of the
overall research on the effect of weather on the suicidal rate in the
original studies, the connection to global warming, and potential
policy actions were clarified. Finally, the potential differences
between countries (e.g., north vs. south) and how these can be taken
into account (by the latitude). The student was able to respond to all
questions perfectly.
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