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Abstract  

This rigorous thesis deals with the issue of joint debt relief of spouses, which 

undoubtedly forms art of the current topics of bankruptcy law. The rigorous thesis is 

conceived as a comprehensive treatise on the debt relief of spouses from 2008 to the present. 

The thesis is arranged chronologically according to the development of the legal provisions of 

the Insolvency Act with a focus on the most important amendments to Act No. 182/2006 

Coll., the Insolvency Act.  

The first chapter presents insolvency proceedings in general, including individual 

ways of resolving the debtor’s bankruptcy. The next chapters deal with the debt relief of 

physical persons.  Joint debt relief for spouses is a segment of the broad concept of debt relief 

and therefore cannot be separated from the topic of debt relief. The second chapter deals with 

the beginning of joint debt relief for spouses in the years 2009 to 2013, when this institute was 

known only by case law advocacy. An essential part of this chapter is the presentation of 

different decision-making practices of insolvency courts in several specific cases. The third 

chapter discusses in detail the revision amendment to the Insolvency Act, in effect since 1 

January 2014, which regulated the joint debt relief of spouses at the legislative level.  Part of 

the chapter is the introduction of differences between legislation and hitherto existing case 

law. The fourth chapter focuses on the changes brought about by the accreditation amendment 

with effect from 1 July 2017. The second last chapter deals with the current form of debt 

relief of spouses, created by the debt relief amendment effective since 1 June 2019. The last 

chapter presents a government bill aimed at implementing the European Parliament and 

Council (EU) Directive on Restructuring and Insolvency concerning the debt relief part of the 

Directive.  

The thesis emphasizes the benefits of joint debt relief and addresses certain 

problematic issues of debt relief of spouses. Integrated in the rigorous thesis are references to 

actual insolvency proceedings and the case law practices of (especially) the high courts. 

Judicial law has played an irreplaceable role since the beginning of the joint debt relief of 

spouses and, given the indicated development of insolvency law, this will certainly continue 

to be the case. 
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