
ABSTRACT 

VALENTOVÁ, Markéta. Development of communication skills of children with specific 

language impairment growing up in a bilingual environment. Praha: Pedagogical Faculty, 

Charles University, 2021. 84 p. Magister Degree Thesis.  

The thesis focuses on speech therapy from the perspective of special pedagogy. It focuses on 

the development of communication skills in children with specific language impairment who 

grow up in a bilingual family, where one of the parents communicates with the child in Czech 

and the other in another language. The aim of the work was to analyze the development of 

communication skills of children from the research sample. The first part of the thesis defines 

the concepts of communication, language and its importance in terms of relationship building 

and identity formation, speech and its development. It stipulates the introduction to the issue 

of bilingualism, including its types and degrees, the area of bilingual education and language 

development and its specifics in a bilingual child. The work also contributes to the methods 

and strategies of bilingual education and its possible pitfalls. The last chapter of the 

theoretical part outlines the issue of speech therapy care for a bilingual child with impaired 

communication skills and deals with the issue of specific language impairment. The empirical 

part presents case studies of bilingual children in preschool age with specific language 

impairment growing up in bilingual families, where one of the parents communicates with the 

children in Czech. The case studies were created on the basis of a qualitative research survey 

using the method of observation and interviews with the parents of the observed children. The 

analysis of case studies focuses on the development of communication skills in both children 

who use languages and presents the speach of these children. It also evaluates the influence of 

factors that influence this development. The analysis of case studies showed that the 

development of communication skills in bilingual children with specific language impairment 

has the size of language input, the degree of compliance with Grammont's rule and consistent 

speech therapy. It also turned out that experts come into contact with bilingual children with 

specific language impairment and are not united in their views on this issue. 
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