
ABSTRACT 

The diploma thesis is of a special pedagogy type and focuses on speech therapy. The 

thesis deals with the role of parents during the development of communication skills of 

preschool children in particular. The thesis is divided into the theoretical part and the practical 

part. The introductory chapter of the theoretical part characterizes a child of preschool age with 

regard to the development of motor skills, cognitive processes and social skills. The second 

chapter discusses the issue of communication skills of preschool children in more detail. 

It includes risk factors for speech development, the most common impairments of 

communication skills of preschool children and the possibilities of speech therapy intervention. 

The third chapter is devoted to the family environment in connection with its influence on the 

development of a child's communication skills. This chapter describes the parental styles, risk 

factors of the family environment and support options related to the child's speech development. 

The practical part of the diploma thesis presents the results of a questionnaire survey, 

the main goal of which was to analyze the approach of parents to the development of 

communication skills of preschool children. It is therefore a research of a quantitative nature. 

The partial goals of the practical part of the diploma thesis were to find out whether and from 

what sources parents actively find out information about speech development, whether and in 

what ways they purposefully stimulate their child's speech development and whether they are 

aware of the potential risk factors affecting speech development. Via this questionnaire survey, 

it was found that most of the participating parents do find out information about the 

development of speech and use the internet as their main source. Similarly, most respondents 

do specifically stimulate the development of their child's speech, most often by talking to the 

child, reading or browsing through books, or learning rhymes. Furthermore, the survey showed 

that most parents are aware of the potential risk factors affecting speech development. 
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