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1 Introduction 
• Topic: Definition and context 
• Research question 

 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments: Well written theory guided introduction to the topic of the social construction of security threat. Clear definition of 

the theoretical and empirical research problem. How does the policy discourse on international terrorism, as already securit-

ized threat, change when the perceived threat level increases? More specific questions are: How is terrorism framed, which 

counter-measures are discussed and how are they justified, depending on the political party and on the context? 

• Are policy changes a reaction to the constant threat of international terrorism or to a concrete terrorist attack as “policy 

window”? 

 
2 Literature review/theoretical framework 

• Review of the relevant literature  
• Gap in the literature 
• Theoretical argument 
• Research hypotheses 

 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments:  Very broad and convincing description of historical and scholarly context of research on terrorism. Although 

clearly oriented towards the securitization approach developed by the Copenhagen School, a broad integration of other 

theoretical approaches in policy analysis. It covers a large spectrum of current literature and included also metatheoretical 

reflections. It provides a convincing outline and application of the multiple stream approach. I am impressed by the applica-
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tion of a special version of frame analysis in combination with discourse network analysis. I also like the orientation that is 

not explicitly guided by hypothesis testing but by a more explorative and interpretative approach. 

 
3 Research design  

• Case selection, data collection and method of analysis 
• Suitability of research design and methodological approach 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments:  With discourse network analysis it follows a clear and thought-through research design. The data selection and 

the coding of the texts and the whole methodological procedures are described in very detailed and replicable form, and the 

implementation of this research strategy is carried out very differently systematically. I particularly like the connection of 

discourse network analysis and frame analysis, which is still rare. Very useful also is the distinction between micro and 

macro levels of discourse. 

 
4 Results 

• Data quality 
• Execution of analysis 
• Presentation of results  

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments: The execution of the analysis is very systematic and insightful. Results are presented in many network visuali-

zations. Discourse network analysis revealed that there was an increase in threat-frames as a reaction to most of the terror-

ist attacks. On the micro-level of the discourse, it was found that despite all political parties commonly agreed on the basic 

features of terrorism threat, different controversies could be identified in the discourse. For instance, the government coali-

tion and the opposition parties differed strongly with regard to the causes of terrorism, the use of military measures based 

on solidarity and the general scope of laws that seek to increase security by restricting democratic freedoms. The results 

give an impressive insight into the complexities of discourse. The author succeeds in comprehensively interpreting the 

quantitative results of the networks. 

The various steps and outcomes of the analysis are well documented also in the annex of the manuscript. The DNA-files 

are documented at a CD-ROM. 

 
5 Summary and Discussion 

• Answer to the question 
• Broader implications of the findings 
• Critical discussion of own research  

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments: On pages 87 – 89 the manuscript gives concise summary of the findings. On pages 85-86 also restrictions and 

shortcoming of this general approach is discussed in a very reflected way.. 

 
6 Write-up and presentation 

• Structure 
• Language and flow of the text 
• Acknowledgement of sources and quotations  
• Design and careful layout  
• Spelling and punctuation 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

 Comments:  The structure of the study is very systematic, balanced and still clear. Linguistically it is well-written and makes 

with the many diagrams and tables a very professional impression.  

 
 
 
 



  

Seite 3/3 08.05.2017 
  
 

Summary and final assessment: 

This is a very impressive study – theoretically well founded and at the methodological level systematically executed. 

All in all, this is a very competent and diligent work with which Stefanie Schmidt proves her immense empirical-

analytical abilities both at theoretical and methodological level.  

The author should try to publish her analysis and findings in a condensed version of the results in a refereed journal. 
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