
Abstract 

The thesis focuses on the irreducibility of the concept of a person to scientific view of the world. 

The main inspiration for thematising this specific aspect of folk dualism comes from Donald 

Davidson (two realms) and Wilfrid Sellars (two images). The theoretical sections are 

complemented by reflexion on results of empirical studies provided mostly by experimental 

philosophy in order to demonstrate how this approach benefits attempts to reach complex view 

of philosophical questions that have close connection to moral dimension of human life. The 

first chapter addresses a wider concept of self and introduces the idea of the necessity to bring 

the two conceptual realms on the scene: there is a specific conceptual realm (irreducible to 

physical realm or scientific image) enabling proper grasp of the concept of a person. The 

subsequent chapters address particular sub-concepts of the concept of self. The second chapter 

focuses on the concept of free will, and by referring to different views it points to the necessity 

to bring folk concepts into consideration. It concludes that the folk concept of free agent is 

transcendent with regard to scientific accounts and bears certain “supernatural” characteristics 

connected to the concept of conscious will. The third (and central) chapter brings focus on the 

concept of the essential self. Via reflecting on the research in the area of folk dualism and folk 

intuitions about personal identity it uncovers the normative core of the folk concept of a person, 

namely the moral and interpersonal dimension that comes forward in the concept of the 

essential moral self and in the folk concept of soul. The last chapter deals with the concept of 

consciousness. By addressing different empirical studies, it criticises and revises the role that 

the philosophically understood problem of consciousness plays in the folk concept of a person. 

The main conclusion of this chapter is that the folk don’t seem to acknowledge the hard problem 

of consciousness in the same way as philosophers do. Instead, only certain specific conscious 

states are the key to the folk concept of a person, thanks to their connection to moral and 

interpersonal dimension. The conclusion of the thesis brings forward the importance of 

exploring folk intuitions and distinguishing between the two conceptual realms in solving moral 

questions not only for today, but also for the future. 
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