




The third paper (Chapter 4) Potential Gains from Regional lntegration to Reduce Costs of 
Electricity Supply and Access in Southern Africa is based on the same optimization model 
and the same data as the second paper and therefore serves as a very natural extension of that 
paper. Since this paper was still in the process of submission to a journal, I asked for a few 
substantive changes in this chapter dealing with supply and demand side of the model used in 

the thesis. Based on this Petra Valickova added a brief discussion of trade-offs between the 
representation of supply and demand variations in the model and other related issues. 

During the defense, Petra Valickova could talk a little about the issues of these trade-offs 
between the representation of supply and demand variations in the model. In particular she 
could explain the approach she used in the modelling of demand side ofher model. 

Petra Valickova sufficiently incorporated all my comrnents and suggestions into the current 
version of this thesis. Therefore I fully recommend her thesis to be accepted for the defense as 
it is without any need for further changes. And I recomrnend to award her the title of Ph.D. in 
economtcs. 
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