Abstract (in English)
A thesis deals with the secularization of a Prague, especially Smichow working class in the

second half of the 19th century. The working class is usually considered the most secular
stratum and the aim of the thesis is to verify the proposition locally and to examine why the
process of secularization occurred in the working class so powerfully. The working class is
drafted as a social stratum in which the process acts as well as the stratum actively practices it.
The process of secularization is then divided into three categories; religion — spirituality —
church and the process is conceptualized as “de-catholization” as well as the spiritual
transformation. In the process of the transformation, traditional religion (Catholicism), its
institutions (church) and religiosity lose their socio-cultural power and are replaced by modern
ideologies, state (bureaucratic and rational) structures and implicit spirituality, resp., “un-
religious faith”. In the process of secularization, there is particularly stressed the role of
urbanization, industrialization, socialism, church and its social teaching. In the thesis, there are
combined theoretical approaches of the sociology of religion (the sacred canopy) and religious
studies (dimensions of the Sacred) and are applied to the secondary and primary working

literature.



