
The diploma thesis deals with the contemporary works of selected Cypriot composers for violin. Throughout the 

centuries, since ancient times until today, Cyprus has been under the influence of many foreign conquerors 

including the Arabs, Venetians, Franks, Ottomans, and the English, among many others, who passed through 

Cyprus and left their marks on Cypriot cultural life. Natives, occupiers, and continuously migrating populations 

from Europe, Asia, and Africa formed a multicultural environment, where languages, religions and dogmas, ethnic 

traditions, education, and living standards have been diverse, and in constant interaction and transformation. It is 

necessary to mention the current violent division between the Greek and Turkish people has still not been 

overcome. This conflict has left an indelible mark on musical traditions. Cypriot folklore is also reflected in the 

work of the modern generation of composers. I believe that Cypriot classical music is a not very commonly known 

issue in the Czech Republic, and I have written this thesis in the hopes that it will increase awareness of Cypriot 

music. 

In this Diploma thesis I introduce three modern composers from Cyprus and Greece: Solon Michaelides (1905–

1979), Alkis Baltas (*1948) and Andreas Argyrou (*1957) and their compositions for violin. I focus on the harmonic 

and melodic analysis of the chosen compositions – “Nostalgie”, “Melodie Grecque,” “Cypriot Suite” and “Epode”. 

The analysis of the selected compositions were approved by living authors and supplemented by their valuable 

comments. The unique works, although they are very different from each other, incorporate national elements 

from Cyprus. An integral part of the work is therefore the presentation of Cypriot folk music in its broader historical 

context and the comparison of the analyzed compositions with original Cypriot folk songs. The educational 

outcome of the work is a detailed didactic-methodical analysis of the composition “Nostalgie” by Michaelides and 

its revision with the addition of personal performance tips. 

 


