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Marie Pta¢nikova clearly presented her thesis "Investigation of cross-
country differences in student performance in standardized tests: the
role of modern and traditional teaching methods" using presentation
slides. In the follow-up discussion, she very well responded to the
questions of both the opponent and the committee members. In
response to the opponent, she not only replied with competent
explanations, but also provided additional empirical analysis that
helped to clarify the issues. The committee members thought highly
of her thesis including the research question and her rigorous and
time-consuming econometric analysis, which has applied the most
suitable, state-of-the-art methods.

The committee members agreed with the positive evaluations in the

review reports and believe that the thesis is suitable for a distinction
or an award nomination.
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