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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

The submitted thesis has several strengths. One is that the author managed to 

identify a concrete issue and explore it in depth. The thesis offers a very detailed 

exploration of the adoption and implementation of anti-corruption and judicial 

reforms in Ukraine in response to the demands presented by the EU.  

Furthermore, it is necessary to appreciate that the author excellently integrates his 

analysis of the topic into an established line of research. For approximately 20 

years, there is an established and gradually cultivated research on the 

Europenization of the post-communist states represented by scholars such as 

Schimmelfennig and Sedelmeier. The author proceeds from a theoretical 

framework developed by the two above mentioned scholars and applies it to he 

selected case. In this way, he formulates the explanation for the reforms on basis of 

the two distinct theoretical perspectives – rational institutionalism and 

constructivist institutionalism. The number of the stated and relevant hypotheses is 

considerable. The author could perhaps only devote a little bit greater space to the 

explanation of those hypotheses.  

The author was simultaneously able to operationalize the respective variables in a 

very detailed and proper way. It is not so common that an M.A. student works with 

a specific research method. In this case, the author employs the congruence method 

and uses it to formulate concrete predictions for the testing of both perspectives. In 

this way, the thesis reaches an extraordinary level of a methodological precision. 

The conducted empirical analysis is sufficient in depth. The author carried out a 

very detailed examination of the reforms in various subfields. Subsequently, he 

tested the before formulated predictions with the use of an adequate data. The 

thesis comes to a concrete conclusion when it argues that the factors connected 

with rationalist institutionalism (in particular high domestic costs) provide a 

relatively a better explanation of the reform outcomes. Given the methodological 

precision and the variety of data, this conclusion is well substantiated.  
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 Minor criteria: 

 

Overall evaluation: 

This thesis has an excellent research design. Moreover, the student managed 

to apply the design in a very solid way in the empirical part. The thesis 

excellently delivers exactly what is expected from an M.A. thesis – to identify a 

socially relevant topic, to connect it to an established line of an academic 

research, and make a small contribution to this research. What I suppose to 

be the only limitation is that the author almost completely takes over a 

particular theoretical framework without its further theoretical elaboration; 

however, this is not something that should be expected from an M.A. thesis.  

Suggested grade:  

A 
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