Annotation

This diploma thesis focuses on changes in voting behaviour among voters in the Visegrad
Group states (V4), specifically electoral volatility between the European Parliament
elections and the national elections in the particular state. The approach to examining
electoral volatility in this work is based on the second-order national elections theory,
which divides elections into less and more important ones. The aim of the work is first to
describe the overall electoral volatility in the V4 states in a cross-section of all European
elections based on individual data from post-election questionnaire surveys. Subsequently,
I find out what are the specific causes and motivations for changes in electoral behaviour.
The analysis shows that there are several different patterns of volatile behaviour in the V4
countries, but the consistent and general pattern is a high degree of electoral demobilisation
in the European elections. This may be due to political attitudes or the level of trust in the
European institutions. I then analyze voters‘ demobilization among government and

opposition voters, who differ mainly in their views of the national political situation.
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