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Abstract 

Selected aspects of the freedom of expression in the context of the European Court of Human 

Rights case law 

 

The rigorous thesis is divided into two parts. The first part presents the theoretical grounding of 

the topic. The first chapter describes the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), the 

proceedings before the ECtHR, and its anchoring within the Council of Europe. The second 

chapter of the first part is devoted to the regulation of freedom of expression, both from a national 

and international perspective, which describes in detail the regulation of freedom of expression in 

the European Convention on Human Rights, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The second part of the work 

is divided into thematic chapters, which focus on case law on freedom of speech and privacy, 

online environment, religious expressions, hate speech, and media diversification, and resource 

protection. Although the work focuses on the case-law of the ECtHR, in each chapter the decisions 

of other courts, such as the Court of Justice of the EU or the domestic Constitutional Court, are 

analyzed for comparison. At the end of each chapter, a subchapter is added concerning the analysis 

of partial conclusions, where the issue of ECtHR decision-making practice is evaluated, always 

about specific cases. The chapter on freedom of expression and protection of privacy deals with 

four cases of the ECtHR and one case of the Court of Justice of the EU. The chapter on freedom 

of expression and the online environment describes the specifics of the online environment 

concerning freedom of expression and is divided into a subchapter dealing with case law in relation 

to data monitoring, Internet resources, and responsibility for user content. The fifth chapter focuses 

on freedom of speech and religious expressions, specifically on public religious expressions and 

books on religion. The chapter emphasizes Article 9 of the European Convention on Human 

Rights. Another series of ECtHR case law deals with hate speech, namely ethnic and racial issues, 

the promotion of terrorist activities, and the denial of historical facts. The last chapter deals with 

the freedom of the media and the right to the protection of resources. The thesis describes the 

decision-making practice of the ECtHR and outlines various problems or factors that influence the 

decision-making of courts. 
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