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Abstract  

The concept of the media dialogical networks (DN) is one of the ways to analyse mass media 

communication; its theoretical background is M. M. Bakhtin’s theory of dialogism and H. 

Sacks’ ethnometodological conversation analysis. The concept of DN had been developed 

using data collected in the 1990s in the UK and the Czech Republic while in this thesis it is 

applied to data originating in a different context, namely in former Czechoslovakia in 1952, 

1967 and 1972. The main data source was the national daily Rudé právo [Red Justice]. The 

difference of the context lies both in the time distance of the target period, as well as in the 

then dominant tone of massmedia content. As for the aspect of time, there is a longer gap 

between the examined period and the present, which is also connected to a different state 

of development of technologies used in journalistic practice. And then, there is the fact that 

in the examined period the contents of mass media production were adapted to the 

ideological requirements of the ruling political party. The analysis deals mainly with the 

construction of the DN, the categorization work of actors of the DN and with the way new 

actors of the DN are selected. For this reason, the methods of sequential and membership 

categorization analysis are the main ones used. 

The most significant differences in the construction of the DN in comparison with the current 

DN were found in 1952. The DNs with domestic content were developing in a standardized 

way and their turns were organized into the sequential structure "criticism – acceptance of 

criticism". The analysis reveals that the actors of the DNs considered this pair of verbal 

actions to be an adjacency pair:  when the first part of an adjacency pair was published, they 

normatively expected that the second part would follow. In contrast, the DNs with 

international topic were constructed in a different way. In some cases, the DN was compiled 

of turns that had been interconnected only in the sense of Bakhtinian dialogism. The authors 

of the articles in Red Justice express their agreement with these utterances and arrange 

them into sequential structures, thus constructing a DN. This way of constructing a DN 

strengthens the persuasiveness of the arguments presented in a given article because the 

presented opinion is supported by various voices. In other analysed years, the standardized 

way of constructing the DN was not applied. The construction principles of these DNs are, 

for example, duplication expressing agreement, telling a second story, disagreement or 

recapitulation of the previous course of the dialogue. The analysis also revealed several 

atypical ways of constructing the DN, such as a dialogic link to a non-existent text or a vague 

dialogic reference to previous turns. 

The relevance of the first turns of individual DNs was usually created by the topicality of the 

presented issue and its relevance for general public. The relevance of the following turns 

was most often based on the congruence of the topic of the new contribution with the 

previous members of the DN. Sometimes it was also supported by a reference to the 

education of the new actors in the relevant field or their personal experience with the 



discussed phenomenon. In the case of the DNs from 1952, which concerned domestic topics, 

the authors of the first turns selected the following actors. This selection was made in two 

ways – certain individuals or institutions (enterprises, for example) were criticized and 

directly invited to remedy the unsatisfactory state of affairs or they were only named and 

found guilty of the unfavourable situation. The selected actors respond to the published 

criticism in the second member of the DN. They are usually not presented as individuals but 

they are characterized by their collective identity, such as "business management" or 

"comrades from the enterprise council". This corresponds to the discourse of that time 

which attributed positive value to collectivity. In the data from 1967 and 1972 this method 

of explicit selection of the following actors also occurs, but to a much lesser extent than in 

1952. 

Doing categorization work, the social actors perform various actions:  the actors of the 

international DN from 1952 accepted and at the same time reproduced the division of the 

world into two hostile parts. The Western world was categorized as aggressive, expansive 

and barbaric while the actions of the Eastern world were characterized as necessary steps 

taken to protect its rights. In several DNs the Western world is also compromised as an ally 

of the Nazis or as a collective actor resembling the Nazis. In 1972 a significant part of the 

turns of the DNs was devoted to the negative categorization of the Prague Spring (for short, 

"year 68"). The analysis also showed that being an omnirelevant device, the negative 

categorization of the year 68 permeated the media space of the early 1970s. The analysed 

DN from 1967 with a literary content proves that the categorization work of the actors of a 

DN and the development of the respective DN can be closely connected. 

Although the context of the emergence of the examined DNs differs from the current 

situation, the essential characteristics of the DNs have not changed in principle. Various 

groups of collected data are characterized by certain specifics regarding both the DNs 

construction, as well as categorization work of their actors and the way of selecting the 

following actors. However, these specifics are merely atypical realizations of certain 

attributes of the DNs, not their completely new features. 


