
Pavla Taněvová´s B. A. thesis: review written by the supervisor 

      Pavla Taněvová´s B. A thesis, A Pious Materialist: Analysis of 

Religious Elements in Sinclair Lewis´ Babbitt, is written on a very 

interesting topic the author has chosen entirely by herself, and she is 

researching it with both enthusiasm and scholarly care. The passages 

dealing with religion are beyond my expertise, but I have certainly 

appreciated the solid evidence from the novel she presented for 

rituals, idols and hierophanies; thus, I believe, she made her point, 

and was able to reach the desired aim. Her thesis is clearly structured 

and focused from the beginning till the end; her language is 

adequate, that is precise and academic enough, and the main 

argument fluent and persuasive, even though – as she herself admits 

– she is sometimes relying on certain (for her purposes relevant) 

terms that were not known in the 1920s. 

      Since I was acting as a supervisor, I do not have any substantial 

questions or comments. I just feel that it is unfortunate I have not 

seen both Introduction and Conclusion beforehand, as they were 

submitted at the very last moment; therefore, there are quite a few 

mistakes in English left. And I also believe that the satirical elements 

Ms. Taněvová is working with towards the end of her analysis could 

have been incorporated in the conclusion, too: isn´t the choice of the 

name Zenith satirical as well, and perhaps even the whole treatment 

of materialism as religion as such? And why is it, in Ms. Taněvová´s 

opinion, that Sinclair Lewis is no longer seen as a canonical writer, 

even though – as she argues – he may be touching upon quite a few 

very contemporary issues indeed?  

      This being the case, I am suggesting the following grade(s): 

„výborně“/“excellent“, or „velmi dobře“/“very good“. The final 

result, though, will mainly depend on the review written by the 

opponent, as well as on Ms. Taněvová´s performace during the oral 

defense.  
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